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Seal the deal on the Cook
Islands. Above,
dive in Micronesia, pa

in Tahiti or surf in Hawaii
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Package: Turquoise Holidays (01494
678400, turquoiseholidays.co.uk) has
seven nights, with three in Tanna and
four in Port Vila, from £2,550pp. For

more information, visit vanuatu.travel.

Lei of the land:
dance the night

away in Tahiti D
-
-

{ TONGA |

What's it like? The kingdom of Tonga
was never colonised by Europeans,
something that has kept the island
as a crucible of Polynesian tradition.
The sleepy capital, Nuku'alofa
(“Abode of Love”), is on the main
island, Tongatapu. It’s flat and
largely cultivated, with watermelons,
bananas and more. Sights are in short
supply, but for a glimpse of royalty,
scrub up and head to the Centenary
Chapel for the sunday service — even
if the king isn’t in town, the singing
is heart-warming.

This is one of the poorest countries
in the Pacific. It's totally unspoilt,
but may be too laid-back for some —
the extreme torpor could well become
frustrating. If, however, you can
adjust to the notoriously elastic
“Tonga time”, you are in for a treat.
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Helger Lze/Lonety Planst

HOW T0 GET THERE

All the Pacific islands require a
plane change on the way.
Hawail is about the easiest to
_get 1o, and return fares from
London via Los Angeles start at
about £700, with United (0845
844 4777, unitedairlines.co.uk) or
Delta {0871 221 1222, delta.com).
Air New Zealand (0800 028
4148, airnewzealand.co.uk) flies
from Heathrow to Honolulu and
Rarotonga, and to Fiji and Tahiti
(with code-share partners), all
via LA. It also flies to Vanuatu,
Samoa and Tonga via Auckland.
Fares start at £1,239pp for a
return to an island, or £1,574 for
areturn to Auckland, allowing a
couple of island stopovers.
Alternatively, round-the-world
tickets can work well for the
Pacific. Trailfinders (020 7368
1200, trailfinders.com) has
London, Hong Kong, Auckland,
Rarotonua, Los Angeles and back
to London from £1,210, or London,
Fiji, Auckland, Tahiti, then back
to London, from £1,668, both
with Air New Zealand. Or try

Did you know? Tonga is the only
kingdom in the Pacific. Queen Salote M'mm mainly Japanese ships from the second  Did you know? Yap is the home of Flight Centre (0844 800 8660.

attended the coronation of Queen world war, and isa diving nirvana. Yap  stone coins, known as rai, which look flightcentre.co.uk).

Elizabeth 11, and thrilled spectators What's it like? The Federated States of  guards its traditions with gusto: here, like Flintstones car wheels. Up to 12ft

by riding in an open carriage, waving Micronesia occupy 1m square milesof  dance is cential and some men still across, they can weigh several tons.

all the way despite the pouring rain. ocean, yet have a mmllbeinefd land area wesf loinclgths‘ Kosr:c is ha lushisland  Package: Dive worlﬁiMd;e(ms 130

Pacl : Wexas (020 7838 5874, wexas. J| just greater than the Isle of Man's — with great diving, and Pohnpeiis home 6980, www.diveworldwide.com) can

coml;al{.fs seven nights in Nuku’alofa and geey reward the effort of a visit. to Nan Mador,lang exmordinl;cry ruin arrange trips to Micronesia. Eight ;:I;e ac35£-degrgehtou:‘ o “?f
from £3278pp. For more information, Chuuk (formerly Truk) has more city made up 0f 100 islets, in a system nights on Chuuk start at £2,695pp. For SLTRs8n o % :om‘:;‘
visit thekingdomoftonga.com. than 50 shipwrecks in its lagoon, of canals dating from the 12th century.  more information, see visit-fsm.org. il
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BURMA
AYEYARWADY ADVENTURE

Create your swn Road To Mandzlay stories en a twelve day
vovage of discovery. Inchudes return flights from London, one
night in The Covernor’s Residence Hotel, Yangon, seven nights
on board the Road To Mandalay in a Deluxe Cabin with meals
and sightseeing inc uded. plus US$400 credit per coupls (o
sperd on board during your cruise.

From £4,280 per person departing 1, 8 or 22 October 2012.
For stories that will last a lifetime.

PLEASE CALIL 0845 164 5436
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT
OR VISIT ORIENT EXERESS.COM

Quote codes TIM/RMTC at time of booking.
Book before 3ist March 2012

ANDALAY
Y IS YET TO BE WRITTEL

Terms and Conditions: Prices &re per Femn and nclude all tab e d'hote meals arnd accommodation o bourd Roud To Mundulay based ort lwo people st g @ Deluxe Cabin and & Dehuxe Garden View Room at Tte Covernor's Residence. Also
includes reti econemy cass flights from Lancon te Yangon, internal ezonomy ~lass flights and transfers phis s gatseeing in Myanmar as shown ir te itinerary. $400 onboard credit per couple, $200 for single passengers. Subject to avaulability.
The. lcgos of Orient-Express anc Road To Mardalay have been registered in various counir.cs. *Onicnt Express” is a trade mark of SNCF and is used under licence by Orient-Exprees Hotels Ltd ard ite subsidiaries. This advertisemnent dces
not abrochure, Al! 2 made subject to our terms and conditions which are evailable on request and cen be viewed cniine at www.orient-express.cam. Itineraries and fares are subject to availability and change without niotice.




