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YOURH
FOUR-PAC
GUIDE

There has never
been a better time
to visit the world’s
fifth-largest country.
But where to start?
Our expert provides
a step-by-step guide
Jfor first-timers

ow is a good time to plan a

trip to Brazil - and not just

because the World Cup will

be held thete in 2014 and

the Olympic Games two
years later. We'll get a chance to

* assess Brazil’s capacity for
organisation when the FIFA
Confederations Cup kicks off in
June in the new and newly
refurbished stadiums. There is no
doubt, thoughétt;lmtfﬂ&lanks to the
ing strength of the economy,
d the truproved infrastaoc.
required for those two later events,
the country is safer and easier to
travel around than ever before.
After decades of overselling &’

handful of tried and tested beach
destinations, Brazil is now inviting -
travellers to explore further. Even
the mildly adventurous tourist can
get deep into the Pantanal, the
immense wetlands of the south that
rival the Amazon for biodiversity, or
drive the coast roads of the north-
east. Intrepid beach lovers can
mingle with Brazilian travellers on
the Costa Verde, in Fortaleza and in
the resorts of Santa Catarina. City~
hoppers can go to Brasilia to see:
what futuristic architecture looked.
like in the Sixties, to Sao Paulo for

some of South America’s finest food,

to Salvador da Bahia for Afro- c X

Brazilian culture, and to Olinda or % &

Ouro Preto for colonial treasures ~

though perhaps not all in one go, as It’s too early to say whether the:

distances are enormous. boom will share out the wealth in a
The enduring favourites are there | way that will transform Brazil for

too: Rio (still unmissable), the good. But this is a nation on the rise,

Iguacu Falls, the Amazon riverand | and it will be int to see how

not only Rio but other once ¢
ridden cities; most observers agree
there is a link between increased -
prosperity and falling crime.

is always warm, and the weathe

humid or rainy, especially inland.
The Amazon basin dominates

Brazil and the heaviest rains taél
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(with one change) to get from Boa
Vista in the north to Porto Alegre in
the south; the distance by road is
around 3,250 miles.

C'an‘mue industrial utopia in the rainforest);
Upriverto | the beachesof Alerdo Cho:
o
the:
| mEe
canstayina | ceibrates e egend
comfy, out-of
the-way hotel
inthe jungle .
the latter, but a dear line is visible
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« Continued from page 17

architecture - and particularly his
masterpiece, Brasilia - has been.
The Brazilian capital is one of the
most remarkable cities in South
ica. Niemeyer’s fondness for
d concrete, se curves

lain, white-grey surfaces and
‘aﬁnng use of space have given
E 's civic quarter an almost

urban,

the federal d:smct is.
the state of Goias, containing the
Paranaiba Headwaters and Chapada.
dos Veadeiros national parks
of a Unesco World Heritage Site).
The former, the world’s t area
of protected dry tropical fomt, is
to maned wolf, capuchin
eys and macaw; the latter has
,glas , marsh deer and j; jaguar,

of bird species.
of Brasnlm is the hilly state
Gerais. Its capital, Belo
zonte, is a prosperous city v wnh

~art. The; trip
Vitéria (13 hours each way), the

state capital of f neighbouring

Espirito Santo, which has popular

beaches, a few colonial buildings

and a 16th-century fortified convent.
~ About 60, m:les souﬂlveast of Belo

Honzon(

after the "black gpld" ld mﬁ:ed

with alluvial iron ore) that

generated a rush in the late. 17th

1720 until 1897 Ouro

g ‘the city's
fathers has made it one of the
loveliest urban centres in Brazil.
Tourism is big business there, but
-don't let that put you off.

The Iguagu Falls and the
gaucho fands

When it comes to ranching, eating
steak and general cowboy stuﬁ“,
people tend to think of Argentina,
and maybe Uruguay. But in the
southern states of Santa Catarina
and Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil has
its own Mﬂons, which
have flourished since the 16th
century in a landscape that
resembles the pampas to Lhe south.
As well as

thinking you are back in the Old
World - especially during one of the
beer festivals.

Another very different Argentine
connection is to be found along the
coast. In January and February,
middle-class families from Buenos
Aires and beyond fly or dnve to the
resorts of Florianépolis and liha de
Santa Catarina to en)(gllhe sandy
beaches and swim in the waters of
the South Atlantic. The setting of
eafyhﬂ!sndm. small coves and

s )
, hotels and

way if you're ticking
passport stamps). The Brazilian
side affords a panoramic view of
huc?dreds 3{ f el 05 all sizes, ;
inclu e thundering chasm of
the Dq:nxfs Throat. In the
surrounding national park the flora
1s exoe tionally diverse, and you

er walk or take small
i to ok chid.
bromghads, ferns and some very
tall, old trees; there are also several
felines (hard to see) and raccoon-
like coati (easy) in the park.

The nesrbly city of Foz do Iguacu
(the name of the Brazilian airport
for the falls) is a big, ug{,place and
the Hotel das Cataratas, beside the
falls, is the best hotel in the area. If
you travel there. conslderwsiti

where the
falls up closer an be able to spend
a night in Puerto Iguaz, a smaller,
more pleasant town. .

Where to stay

Brazil's nég)or cities are full of big,
established hotels as well as glitzier
boutique prope.ma On the coast,
the chowe is often between pri
resorts and smaller, egsrobably
scruffier budget

Where: mternahonal tourism is
established, in Bahia and the Costa
Verde and in beach cities such as
Macei6 and Sao Luis, there are
lovely small and medium-sized
hotels, old and new, from budget
(o high-roller (as much as £1,700

tin a Sao Paulo suite). In the

countryszd?i }:;z%he main unglvers,

u can fin and jungle
rgdges and across the Amazon

%on you can sleep on smart -

M:nsmh l::;lle rh d, English-

y hotels have
e websites. ngc?k direct

nn you will probably get the same
rate as a tour operator. but watch
out for rack rates” (in other
words, the highest rate) at the big
chain hotels. Brazilian hotels
ly when it comes to

open to the public, Rlo Grande offers

vxsxtors an opponumty to see some

of Germany’s most far-flun;
mdém

‘Pomeranian

W lmght tnckyou into

breakfast. It’s sometimes truly
lavish, so make sure it is mcluded
in your room rate.

: svnnsins
the £650—a—mght rates,

(12 3836 9105; pi

grand wedding cake of a hotel,

opened in 1923, has long drawn
royalty and the Tich, It reopened
in November 2012 aﬂetg s

If you can
deluxe beach-view room.
© Unique, Sao Paulo (0055 u 3055
4710; hotelunique.com.br). A
vnsua] arresting, con

r-style hotel in the }ll):art of
Jardms and the Ibirapuera park.

O Casa do Amarelindo, Salvador (71

3266 8550; casadoamarelindo.com).

In the historic centre, this 10-room

hotel occupies a restored 19th-

century mansion. Most rooms have

bay views and the decor reflects
vador’s African heritage.

© Pousada Picinguaba, Costa Verde

rooms, including a honeymoon:

TRAVEL

More on Brazil

Affantic
Ocean

de Noronha

suite with a Jacuzzi. The same
eompany operates an lsgtl)s

| fazenda, Catugaba,

| © Pousada Portas da Amazénia,

Sao Luis (98 3222 9937; portas
daamazonia.com.br). Abeautiful
29-room property spread over
two tall, connecting timber-
framed 1830s town houses,
reu::vhemed with deczoratlve )
touches usmg a creeper)
wicker ang ctgo

O Cristalino Lodge, Southern
Amazon (66 3521 1396; cristalino
lodge.com.br). Guests can choose
between framed bungalows
and slightly smaller rooms. All are
smartly decorated and fitted with
eco-friendly water and heating
systems. The | has a nature
reserve and is adjacent to two
protected areas.

© Pousada Colonial, Penedo (82 3551
2355; pou lonialdepenedo.
com.b 1). The eady 18th-century
facade is smarter than the interior,
but this lovely hotel is atmospheric

] shoots Itfits t
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The Cathedral of Brasilia, one of many buildings there by Oscar Niemeyer

Asian and other non-Brazilian
cultures, is poj ular for fasﬁon

eeorated colomalpmpeﬂy has
spacious suites, plus a spa, E;:ll,
fine-dining restaurant and

© Anavilhanas Lodge, Rio Negro (92
3622 8996; anavilhanaslodge.com).
On the banks of the Negro, this
lodge has 20 chalets set amid dense
foliage, a pool and a fabulous
restaurant; transfers to and from

| Manaus (112 miles aw:
minibus or floatplane. ?81 hYodge

can arrange excursions into the
river’s floating islands.

Tour operators

visitbrazil.com. You can find tour
operators on the website of the
Latin American Travel Association
(lata.org). The compames below are
LATA members.

© Audley Travel (01993 838610;
audleytravel.com) operales ta.llor-
made tours covering Brazil

highlights as well as some lesser—
known destinations. You t
combine a visit to Rio’s

(shanty towns) and Tijuca rainforest
with a self-drive itinerary along the
Costa Verde, with beach stops

around Ilha Grande and Paraty.

adventures and tri
.‘_15

To help you plan, see the official site .

and on the banks of the Rio © Exodus (0845 817 9601;

Sao Francisco. exodustravels.com) takes groups
of up to 12 on a range of

o Pousada do Amparo, Olinda (81 ltmeranes This year the company

0.Com d a new week-long

br) Com etition for the cosiest/ introduction to the Rio Carnival

tweest/oldest property is fierce in and an eight-day “best of” trip to

picture-postcard Olinda, but this Argentina and Brazil. Exodus is

town house beats most for also a specialist in photographic

originality, combmm%la quu-ky art- ggfams. ldeal for trips into the

filled interior with lus

© Etnia, Trancoso (0055 73 3668 © Journey Latin America (020 8747

1137; etniabrasil.com.br). This 8315; ]mxmeylahnamenca.oo uk),

yper—desxgned hotel, with decorin | with more than 30 year:

the eight rooms mspued by African, experience, is the: lea British

tour operator in terms of booking

numbers and range of trips. As well

as tours of Brazil's highlights

(bespoke and small group tours), it

can organise off-the-beaten-track
to beaches. A

ari combines the

y Wildlife S:
tanal with the private Cristalino

reserve, plus a few days in Iguagu

aneiro; it's a popular
honeymoon package. B

© Last Frontiers (01296 653000;
lastfrontiers.com)

assi n/Rio Negro
nverboat cruise to a 4x4 Irip along
the deserted beaches of the north-
east ending at the fishing vll]aga of
Jericoacoara. The company has
(evolving) guide to the 2016
Olympics, available on request.

O Naturetrek (01962 733051;
naturetrek.co.uk), a wildlife-
holiday specialist, claims to
operate more Pantanal tours than
any other firm. New for 2013 is the
17-day South America’s Big Five
tour, a chance to tick off |aguars.
giant river otters, tapirs, giant
anteaters and maned wolves.

© Other companies with Latin
American/Brazil teams include
Bespoke Brazil (01603 340680;
bespokebrazil.com),

Select Latin America (020 7407
1478; selectlatinamerica.co.uk),
Sunvil Traveller (020 8758 4774;

Wexas Travel (020 7590 0610;
Wwexas.com).




