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Iwouldlike to take my wife
away for her 40thbirthdayin
February. We can only guarantee
childcare from the Wednesday

afternoonandneedtobebackin Devon

by Tuesday evening. My wife iskeen to be
somewhere hot, wantsa pooland tobe
pampered. She has expressed an interest
in Asia or South Africabut also wants
tominimisejetlag. I'd also like some
advice on the wisdom of booking late
inthe January travel sales. We have
abudget of about £4,000.

Tony de Reya, viaemail

Iwouldn'trecommend the Far

Eastasthejetlag canbebrutal,

norwould I wait for the January

salesbecauseyou have date
limitations and that alone can make it
harder to get a cheap fare. There aregood
flightsalesin late August and September
that could save £100-£150 compared tofares
available now, but youshouldn’t book later
thanthat.

South Africaisbetter suited to ashorter
break becausethere’s only one hour’s time
difference. WEXAS Travel (02075893315
wexas.com) could arrange a four-night stay
in Cape Town at12 Apostles, voted the
top sparesortin Africa, which would cost
£1,965pp based on superior sea view room or
£1,659in amountain view room B&B, with
return flights and either car hirefor five

: transfersw1thhohdayspiease.cé.ﬁk(0844
4632799).

daysor returntransfers. Alternatively, you
a
differenceis four hours. Four nights’ B&B at

has two pools, aspa offeringbespoke
relaxation treatments, and five restaurants,
starts at £1,659pp, including flights and

: ) Nextyearwehave afew milestone

: birthdaysandIwouldliketo arrangefora
: family get together in May. Couldyou

. suggestavenuewhere none of uswill have
: totravelahugedistance? Ourfamilyis

: spreadoutin Cheltenham, Crawley,

: Harlow and Bracknell. The agerangeis

¢ fromthreeto89andabbdut30peoplein

i total.Itwouldbegoodtohave leisure

. facilitiesavailable and maybe aspa.

: Carol Smeeton, viaemail

A You couldall reach Stoke Park Hotel

(01753717171, stokepark.com) in Stoke Poges
in Buckinghamshire in under two hours. It

golf course, spa, gym and playroom.
Assuming you'd need about 15 rooms, the
hotel would charge arate ofabout £265 per
room B&B-andifyouwantedtodine
togetheryou’d have to book aprivateroom.

471774, pennyhillpark.co.uk) in Bagshotin
Surrey, with everything from nine-hole golf
totennis and aspa. Doublesstart at £205,
butifyoubooked private dining you would

: qualify forabetterrate. Ortry luxury

. self-cateringat Bruern Cottages (01993

: 830415, bruern-holiday-cottages.co.uk)in
¢ the Cotswoldswhere there’sapooland spa
: onsite,and thebiggest “cottage”, Weir

i House, (whichsleeps10),canseat30for

: dinner. A three-night weekend would cost
: £1.896inacottage sleeping four and Weir

: Housewould cost £4,249.

¢ () Mysonisthinking of hiringa carin

; Italyfor hishoneymoon. Twoyearsago,

: myhusbandand I hireda carin Sicilyand
: paidan extra£200to coverexcess

: damage.I believeit’s possible to take out

. insuranceinthe UK before travelling that
: wouldbe much cheaper?

i Pam Oxborrow, via email

has13tennis courts, a27-hole championship :

: A Chargingfor excessinsurance whenacar
¢ iscollected is one ofthe ways companies

i bumpupprices. It can costmorethan£l5a

i day,butifyoubuy apolicy onlineitisit

i cheaperand more comprehensive.

Another possibility is Pennyhill Park (01276
i from £2.99 and annual Europeanpolicies
from £39.99. Insuremycarhire.comand

i Insurance4carhire.com have similar deals.
¢ JuliaBrookesisthe Travel Doctor

iCarhireinsurance.comsells daily cover

T T -v.;:r

Don’t put up with this
Advertised activities not provided

itravelledtoIndiain Januaryona2i-day :
: withyou.Fortunately, following my’

¢ intervention,she changed her mind. “Thisis
: thefirsttimein22yearsof runningthetour
i thatwehavereceivedanycomplaints.

i However,inrecognition ofthe factthata

: smallnumber of the participantsfelt that

: theirexpectationswere notmet wewillbe

i offeringthemthe sumof£200ppasa

¢ gestureof our goodwill,"she said.

“textile and painting” tour runby Lorna
Tresidder, of Indian Romance Tours.
When booking thetour, Iwas
particularly interested in the hands-on
workshops and numerous textile
techniques. The tour advertised six
workshopsbutonly three were
provided, two of those lasting half aday
instead of awholeday.lhave written
twiceto seek compensationforthe
workshops and techniques that were
notprovided, buthave had noresponse.

: AnnaKessling, viae-mail

i Youprovided plenty.of evidence to show
the Heritage Awali Golf & Spa Resort, which :
: integral partofthetour, but despite this

i LornaTresiddereventuallysaidshe would

notenterintoany more COFI’ESDOHCIEHCG

: Contactus...

: |fyouhaveagripe, suggestion or questionabout

;. holidaytravel,writeto Travel Doctor, The Times Travel
: Desk,3ThomasMoreSquare,London E981TT, or

: emailtraveldoctor@thetimesco.uk Pleaseinclude
thatthese workshopswereadvertisedasan : contact details. if youhave adispute withatravel

: company, trytoresolveitbeforecontactingus.

: Donotsendusoriginaldocuments. Unfortunately

: wecannotreply toeveryinguiry.



