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Visit wexas.com/brochures to order your free copy

Having travelled extensively, 
worked and even lived in their 
specialist regions, the team 
at Wexas has put together 
a collection of destination 
brochures, packed full of 
first-hand information. 

There’s advice on everything 
from where to stay and when 
to go. And, while they span 
countries across the globe, 
you can tailor-make them to 
your specific interests, just 
like our holidays. 

Our 2019 Destination Brochures
NEW YEAR, NEW LOOK

Offer applies to new holiday bookings only. Bookings must be made by 1st February 2019. Maximum number of free car hire days is equivalent to the number of nights accommodation 
booked with Wexas Travel. A ‘Category A’ car hire will be provided. Clients may upgrade to a higher category and pay the difference. Optional extras (including but not limited to excess 
waiver fees, additional drivers & one-way rental charges) are not included. Offer only applies to USA, Canada, South Africa & Europe (incl. Scandinavia). One free car hire per booking.

 

Enjoy free 
car hire when 
you book your 
next self-drive 
holiday with 
Wexas

Look out for this tag in 
the brochure and, for 
more information, visit 
wexas.com/freecar  

FREE 
CAR HIRE
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CO N T E N TS
4   2019 Hot List  
6 Japan
7 California
8 Puglia, Italy
9 KwaZulu-Natal
10 Antarctica
12 Charleston
13  Fjord Norway
14 Sri Lanka
15  Atlantic Canada
16 Argentina
17  Hot hotels

20 Road Trips  
22 Australia
27  Free Singapore Stopover 
28 New Zealand 
30 USA
3 4 Canada
36 Southern Africa
38 Spain
40 Portugal
42 Italy
44 Scandinavia

46 Rail Journeys  
48 Golden Eagle
49  Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 
50 Eastern & Oriental Express
52 Rocky Mountaineer
54 Belmond Andean Explorer
55 Maharajas’ Express

56 Beach & Relaxation  
58 Relaxing Escapes
60 Abu Dhabi

62 Cruise   
64 AMA Waterways
66 APT River Cruises

68 On board Silversea’s Silver Spirit
70 America’s Great Lakes with 

Victory Cruise Lines
71  The Mississippi with American 

Cruise Lines 
72 Aurora Expeditions
74 Saga Cruises with Jools Holland
76 Regent Seven Seas Cruises
78 Scenic Cruises: On board 

Scenic Eclipse
80 Azamara
81 Crystal Cruises
82 Oceania Cruises: Dubai to Cape 

Town adventure
83 Celebrity Cruises
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All prices, fares, hotels and tours described in this brochure are correct at the time of going to press 
(11/12/2018) and are subject to change and availability. Prices shown are a guide only and may not include 
peak travel periods such as Christmas and Easter. Many of the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this 
brochure are financially protected by the  atol scheme but  atol protection does not apply to all holiday 
and travel services listed. Please ask us to confirm what protection may apply to your booking. If you do not 
receive an  atol Certificate then the booking will not be  atol protected. If you do receive an  atol Certificate 
but all the parts of your trip are not listed on it, those parts will not be  atol protected. For more information 
about financial protection and the  atol Certificate go to: atol.org.uk/atolcertificate. The Wexas atol 
number is 2873. Full booking conditions can be found at wexas.com/bookingconditions.
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WHAT’S 
HOT FOR 

2019
Our expert consultants are constantly seeking 
out the new and re-evaluating the old. Each has 
worked, travelled extensively or even lived in 
their respective regions, so are perfectly placed 
to appraise. With that in mind, we’ve pooled their 
collective knowledge to draw up the ultimate 
compilation of the best in travel for 2019.

New flight routes from British Airways have 
opened up more of the Deep South, as well as 
KwaZulu Natal. It’s the South African province 
with it all, from Big-Five safaris to beach-clad 
cities and spectacular mountain scenery. 
Alongside a shared love of fine wines, South 
Africa has one more thing in common with 
another of our picks – Argentina. They both 
offer exceptional value for 2019.

We’ve also shone new light on old favourites, 
with California’s iconic Pacific Coast Highway 
and Japan – the soon-to-be host for both the 
Olympics and Rugby World Cup. In amongst it 
all there are some lesser-known gems, including 
Canada’s wild east coast and Italy’s Puglia 
region, host to rolling vineyards, beachside 
Baroque towns and a European Capital of 
Culture for 2019.

Lastly, there are plenty of rising stars, including 
fjord Norway, Antarctica and Sri Lanka – the 
Lonely Planet’s number one choice for 2019. 
That’s on top of a spread of exciting new 
luxury accommodation options. Think private 
Cambodian islands, 18th-century Indian forts 
and a new-for-2019 Raffles – Singapore’s 
colonial icon.
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JAPAN1
Having long captured hearts with its kimono culture and 
minds with its ultra-modern cities, Japan never seems 

out of fashion when it comes to travel. But, with the Rugby 
World Cup in 2019 and the Olympics in 2020, “The Land 

of the Rising Sun” is more in focus than ever. British Airways 
is even launching a new direct route to Osaka this April – ideal 

for a full-country tour. As such, if you’re thinking of travelling to 
Japan, it’s never been more important to book early. Demand is high 
and accommodation is limited; savvy travellers should look outside 
of the sporting events. To inspire, we’ve picked out our two most 

popular trips below. 

ESSENTIAL JAPAN
11-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This is the ultimate introduction to Japan, taking 
in everything from Tokyo’s neon buzz to Nara’s 
thousand-year-old shrines and Kyoto’s imperial-
palace heritage. You’ll even explore Hakone’s rural 
idyll on lake boat rides and mountain railways. 
Indeed, this curated itinerary offers truly superb 
value, featuring the likes of bullet-train trips, private 
tours tailored to your interests and a stay in a 
tatami-mat ryokan inn. Here, you’ll be treated to 
kaiseki multi-course dining and soaks in a private 
hot-spring onsen.

PRICES START FROM £2,390 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, transfers, 6 nights b&b accommodation, 
2 nights hb ryokan accommodation, rail travel, city transport 
passes & private tours. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/142654.

BEST OF JAPAN
16-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

If you’ve more time, this upgraded offering adds in 
some extra stops to our Essential tour. You’ll marvel 
at Osaka’s multi-tiered castle and take in the 
mysterious floating shrines of Miyajima island. And, 
you’ll uncover Hiroshima’s tragic past in its shell 
ruins, learning how the city has turned a new leaf in 
its teahouse-dotted gardens. As well as two extra 
nights in a traditional ryokan inn, you’ll also enjoy 
a higher standard of accommodation throughout, 
on top of a full range of included touring. Expect 
everything from cooking classes and an evening 
with a geisha apprentice to tickets for the Tokyo 
Skytree – the world’s tallest tower.

PRICES START FROM £4,585 PP incl. flights, 
uk airport lounge access, private transfers, 13 nights 
accommodation on a mix of b&b & hb basis, 14-day Japan rail 
pass, city transport passes, private tours, Tokyo Skytree ticket, 
geisha evening & cooking class. For a full, day-by-day  itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/102303.

SAVE UP TO

£305 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

£315 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 
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Then, within California, it’s the Pacific Coast Highway 
that’s become the iconic route. Connecting San 
Francisco in the north and Los Angeles in the south, it 
comprises some 600 miles of spectacular coastline. 
There’s also plenty more in between Hollywood’s glitz 
and the Bay Area’s Alcatraz islands and Golden-Gate 
treasures. Heading south from the Victorian rooftops 
of San Francisco, wooded hills will see you on to the 
dolphins and whales of Monterey, before you arrive at Big 
Sur – 71  miles of rugged 
coastline showcased 
on winding roads and 
hopping bridges. It’s 
one of the world’s most 
spectacular drives.

It’s then time for some 
white-sands relaxation 
at Pismo Beach, a 
step back to the 1950s 
complete with surfer chic 
and retro restaurants. 
Be sure to also head 
inland for some of 
the region’s most 

Playing a starring role in the American Dream and Hollywood’s silver screen, road trips have become 
synonymous with the culture of the United States. And, from the beatnik movement of the 1950s to 

overloaded Dust-Bowl jalopies heading out west, California, at the terminus of Route 66, has always been 
the ultimate road-trip destination. It’s something that remains true to this day, with stunning coastal 
scenery linking some of the world’s greatest cities with vineyard delights and national-park wonders.

CALIFORNIA’S PACIFIC 
COAST HIGHWAY

2

prestigious wineries, before you continue on to Santa 
Barbara’s famous lobster suppers. A drive past the 
millionaires’ mansions of Malibu will then see you finish 
in LA – a fitting conclusion to one of the world’s greatest 
road trips in the ultimate road-trip destination.

However, if you don’t want it all to end, you can easily 
add on plenty of iconic Californian experiences. 
Perhaps turn out of San Francisco to sample Napa’s 

award-winning wines, 
or continue south of 
Los Angeles to take in 
San Diego’s laidback 
idyll. You might even 
want to hop over to 
the bright lights of 
Las Vegas. 

a 12-day pacific 
coast highway self-
drive starts from  
£1,480 pp incl. flights, 
uk airport lounge access, 
10 nights accommodation 
& 6 days car hire. For a full, 
day-by-day itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/100897.

SAVE UP TO

£550 PP
Book by 01 Feb 19 
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PUGLIA3

GASTRONOMY OF PUGLIA
7-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

This super-scenic road trip showcases the best of Puglia, visiting all 
of the highlights featured above. There’s a particular focus on the 
region’s exquisite culinary delights, with food tours, gourmet dining 
and a pair of sensational wine tastings all included. And throughout, 
you’ll be staying in luxury. Think country manors, townhouse palazzos 
and a restored fortress.

PRICES START FROM £910 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 7 days 
car hire, 6 nights b&b accommodation, select gourmet meals, two wine tastings, food tour 
& select entrance fees. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/146171.

Long overlooked in favour of Italy’s big names, 
Puglia is a lesser-known gem, a region hidden 
away as the heel of Italy’s boot. But, with Matera 
(pictured above) named a European Capital 
of Culture for 2019, its time in the spotlight 
has finally arrived. Here, 7,000-year-old cave 
dwellings, subterranean frescoed churches and a 
great Romanesque cathedral form a spectacular 
tumble backdropped by a rugged ravine.

But, Puglia is so much more than Matera. Indeed, it’s 
an Italy in miniature, with ancient ruins, extravagantly 
Baroque church towns and the finest in local food 

and wines on offer. It’s all wrapped up in a spectacular 
natural world seemingly custom-built for driving, 
with quiet country roads bringing you among 
rolling hills before coastal sweeps see you between 
pretty beaches. 

This fertile setting has also informed Puglia’s rich 
culinary tradition. Of course, the just-caught seafood 
is impossibly good, while rich cheeses, handmade 
pastas and an endless array of antipasti add in further 
favourites. That’s without even mentioning the wines, 
with gorgeous vineyards producing refreshing whites 
and full-bodied reds. 

And, in terms of sights, there’s everything from walled 
Gallipoli’s harbour-town charm and Castellanana 
Caves’ ancient fossils to Bari’s 12th-century castle 
and Alberobello’s 19th-century trulli – unique, beehive 
houses. Lecce is a special highlight for its Baroque 
beauty, spread across gilded basilicas, restored 
monasteries and a 17th-century cathedral. Puglia really 
does have it all. Inspired? Take a look at our custom-
made itinerary below.
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In fact, Durban is a destination in its own right. South 
Africa’s third-largest city impresses with a thriving arts 
scene, a spectacular collection of golden beaches and 
mouth-watering dining, informed by its seaside setting and 
Indian influence. Indeed, it’s ideal for some white-sands 
relaxation at the beginning or end of your trip, either side of 
exploring KwaZulu-Natal’s myriad delights.

The UNESCO-listed Drakensberg is also a special 
highlight, offering gentle walks and chain-ladder hikes 
among its soaring peaks. Here, eland pick out paths along 
sandstone cliffs and vultures soar above crystal-clear 
rivers. Then there’s the Battlefields region, whose rolling 
expanses and mist-clad hills are dotted with traditional 
settlements. It’s the chance to learn about tribal culture 
and one of the 19th-century’s bloodiest conflicts – the 
Anglo-Zulu War. 

Lastly, in the east, you’ll find Phinda. Run by luxury darlings 
andBeyond, it’s one of South Africa’s finest private game 
reserves, offering the chance to spot rhino in the bushveld, 
entire breeding herds of elephants, and cheetahs teaching 
their cubs to hunt. And, if you put it all together from 
Durban to the Drakensberg, KwaZulu-Natal is perfect for a 
super-scenic road trip.

The southeastern province of KwaZulu-Natal is 
perhaps the most dramatic and varied in all South 
Africa. From Big-Five safaris and epic landscapes to 
city slicking, pristine beaches and a unique tribal 
culture, it really has it all. The province is perfect 
for both first-time visitors to South Africa and those 
looking for something new on their return. And, with 
British Airways’ brand-new direct flights to Durban, 
the region’s welcoming hub, there’s never been a 
better time to visit. 

KWAZULU-NATAL DISCOVERY
10-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Taking in all the destinations featured on this 
page, this curated road trip begins with a relaxing 
beachfront stay on Durban’s white stands before 
sweeping up into the awe-inspiring peaks of the 
Drakensberg. Then, yet more scenic drives will 
bring you among the unique Anglo-Zulu history of 
the Battlefields region before ending with Phinda 
Private Game Reserve, where you’ll enjoy twice-
daily game drives. Throughout, you’ll be treated to 
gourmet dining and stays in luxury lodges.

PRICES START FROM £2,770 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, 9 days car hire, twice-daily game drives 
on safari & 7 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b, half-
board & full-board. For a full list of inclusions and a day-by-day 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/102019.

KWAZULU-NATAL4

SAVE UP TO

£365 PP
Book by 01 Feb 19 
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With rising sea temperatures and the fragility of the 
Earth’s environment very much in people’s minds, a 
journey to Antarctica provides a stark yet spectacular 
reminder of how much we still have left to lose.

Remote and inhospitable yet intensely beautiful, 
Antarctica is one of the world’s last frontiers – 
a continent that has, for centuries, been at the 
forefront of mankind’s quest for adventure and 
discovery. It’s the driest continent on Earth, a great 
desert of snow, ice, water and rock that’s home to an 
incredible array of wildlife, from emperor penguins 
and fur seals to orcas, blue whales and millions-strong 
colonies of seabirds.

But, while history evidences the feats of some 
of the world’s most famous explorers – not least 
Wexas’s esteemed honorary president Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes – today this remarkable region is far more 
accessible. Luxurious expedition ships mix in the 
likes of spa treatments and fine dining with the 
chance to experience the white continent at its 

wild and wonderful best. Each season, they bring 
guests in almost unmatched style between rocky 
island outposts, far-flung research stations and 
craggy coastlines that foreground the polar ice cap’s 
seemingly endless expanse. 

What makes these cruises so special, however, is the 
chance to get right up close to the action. Depending 
on conditions, everything from Zodiac launches 
to kayak paddles take in the icy waters of hidden 
inlets, while guided coastal hikes offer face-to-face 
encounters with wildlife seemingly unperturbed by 
the presence of humans. And, back on board, expert 
historians and naturalists are on hand to help educate 

ANTARCTICA5

2 0 1 9  H O T  L I S T  |  A N TA R C T I C A
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and inspire. It all makes for a truly extraordinary 
adventure, and deservedly takes its place among 
our top-ten travel experiences for 2019.

RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL
With such accessibility comes great responsibility. 
That’s why we work with partners such as Quark 
Expeditions, featured to the right. They’re profoundly 
committed to environmentally sustainable tourism, with 
a range of initiatives that include:

· The use of marine gas oil (MGO) – a clean burning fuel 
with a low emission factor

· Strict conformity to all international regulations/
policies governing disposal of waste at sea

· The cooking of and serving of only sustainable 
seafood

· The use of eco-friendly laundry chemicals & cabin 
amenities

· A reusable water bottle for every passenger
· The use of recycled, acid-free paper onboard
· Limited use of paper

What’s more, Quark Expeditions’ onboard auctions have 
raised an average of $150,000 each season for charities 
dedicated to sustainability and conservation in the 
regions they visit.

Flying out from Punta Arenas, you’ll avoid the 
famously choppy waters of the Drake Passage, 
arriving in the South Shetland Islands to embark 
on an unforgettable voyage into the far-frozen 
reaches of Antarctica. Along the way, expert 
lecturers will introduce you to the region’s unique 
geography and wildlife before you take it all in 
for yourself on a series of weather-dependant 
excursions. Head out on Zodiac boats to seek out 
whales in remote harbours, marvel at towering 
icebergs and vast mountain ranges, and step 
ashore to walk among colonies of seals and 
penguins. It’s a truly spectacular adventure, 
made all the more special by your ship’s superb 
facilities – including a spa, pool and sauna – 
and the attentive service of its expert crew. 
We’ve even thrown in a stay in Chile’s capital, 
Santiago, along with a full-day tour taking in the 
Casablanca wine valley and the coastal towns of 
Valparaíso and Viña del Mar.

PRICES START FROM £12,655 PP incl. flights, 
UK airport lounge access, private transfers, 3 nights b&b 
accommodation in Santiago, a private tour of Santiago & 
surrounds, 2 nights in Punta Arenas (pre and post cruise) 
& a full-board 5-night cruise aboard Quark Expeditions’ 
World Explorer with shore excursions, expert lectures & a 
photographic journal documenting your voyage. For a full, 
day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154080.

A N TA R C T I C A  |  2 0 1 9  H O T  L I S T

ANTARCTIC EXPRESS
13-DAY EXPEDITION CRUISE
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British Airways has announced a new, non-stop 
route to Charleston – the oldest and largest city in 
the state of South Carolina. With the twice-weekly 
flights starting from April, it underlines the airline’s 
commitment to servicing the Deep South.

Charleston is a destination of endless old-world intrigue, all 
cobblestone streets and colourful houses. The first shots 
of the Civil War were fired in its Fort Sumter, while a certain 
18th-century charm lives on in blissful church gardens and 
antebellum plantations. And, the best way to explore is by 
foot, or with an evocative horse-and-carriage ride.

Underpinning the growing popularity of America’s Deep 
South, this new Charleston route comes off the back of 

British Airways’ recent expansion to Nashville and New 
Orleans. It’s all ideal for a road trip across the region. 
Alternatively, our 12-day Luxury Charleston & Coast self-
drive is a true client favourite.

Skirting pristine beaches and coastal rivers, you’ll take 
in both rural splendour and unique city heritage. Indeed, 
between the 19th-century grandeur of Savannah and 
Charleston, you’ll relax on white-sand islands and among 
wildlife-filled deltas. You’ll also stay in luxury hotels 
throughout, from traditional cottages to opulent city 
slickers complete with rooftop pools. 

PRICES START FROM £2,950 PP incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, 10 nights accommodation & 8 days car hire. For a full, day-
by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154083.

2 0 1 9  H O T  L I S T  |  C H A R L E S T O N  &  T H E  D E E P  S O U T H

CHARLESTON &  
THE DEEP SOUTH

6

Getting there
The new British Airways route is set to launch 4 April 
2019, flying twice a week between Charleston and 
the airline’s London Heathrow hub. Operating on 
Thursdays and Sundays, it’s ideal for a city break, 
while British Airways’ strategic partnership with 
American Airlines offers endless opportunities for 
onward or return travel. What’s more, the route will be 
served by the brand-new Dreamliner 787, featuring 
a choice of three cabins – World Traveller, World 
Traveller Plus and Club World.

SAVE UP TO

£345 PP
Book by 01 Feb 19 
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Thankfully, though, Norway’s typically cosy, typically 
boutique accommodation has ensured that mass tourism 
has sailed clear of its cragged shores. Norwegians simply 
don’t have the appetite for it. However, this also means 
that rooms are limited, so it’s crucial to book early – 
especially if you want to travel over the height of summer, 
when the fjords are at their lush-green best. The saving 
grace, however, is the longer period of good weather. If 
last year is anything to go by, it’s possible to travel any 
time between mid-April and mid-October. 

To help point you in the right direction, we’ve picked 
out our favourite fjord Norway itinerary to the right. It 
combines everything from historic cities and village idylls 
to fjord cruises and world-famous mountain railways. 

Although once a favourite among the angling 
Victorian elite, fjord Norway is only just starting 
to get the attention it deserves. Cute villages dot 
lush-green valleys, sweeping roads ply mountain 
passes and waterfall-fed fjords form a vast 
network of granite-framed blue. Indeed, much 
of the Norwegian countryside remains as unspoilt 
today as when the English gentry first visited 
back in the 19th century.

FJORD ESCAPE TO BERGEN  
& BALESTRAND

6-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

You’ll make your introductions to fjord Norway in 
Bergen – Norway’s charming second city. It’s a 
historic jewel centred around a UNESCO-listed 
timber wharf that was left over from the Hanseatic 
merchants’ league of the 1400s. Although you’ll be 
able to take in the city’s majestic setting from its 
mountain funicular, you’ll also head out on a cruise 
along Sognefjord. Norway’s longest fjord will bring 
you to the village charm of Balestrand, where you’ll 
enjoy a three-night stay, traditional dinners and the 
chance to explore the surrounding countryside. 
From here, a boat hop will then see you on to one 
of the world’s most scenic train journeys, passing 
waterfalls and following a rushing river on the Flåm 
Railway before you end back in Bergen.

PRICES START FROM £1,015 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, 5 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b 
& half-board basis, 2 fjord cruises & 2 train journeys incl. Flåm 
Railway. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/103525.

FJORD NORWAY7
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British Airways has announced a new, non-stop 
route to Charleston – the oldest and largest city in 
the state of South Carolina. With the twice-weekly 
flights starting from April, it’s set to become the 
city’s very first international link.

Charleston is a destination of endless old-world intrigue, all 
cobblestone streets and colourful houses. The first shots 
of the Civil War were fired in its Fort Sumter, while a certain 
18th-century charm lives on in blissful church gardens and 
antebellum plantations. And, the best way to explore is by 
foot, or with an evocative horse-and-carriage ride.

Underpinning the growing popularity of America’s Deep 
South, this new Charleston route comes off the back of 

British Airways’ recent expansion to Nashville and New 
Orleans. It’s all ideal for a road trip across the Deep South. 
Alternatively, our 12-day Luxury Charleston & Coast self-
drive is a true client favourite.

Skirting along pristine beaches and coastal rivers, you’ll 
take in both rural splendour and unique city heritage. 
Indeed, between the 19th-century grandeur of Savannah 
and Charleston, you’ll relax on white-sands islands and 
among wildlife-filled deltas. You’ll also stay in luxury hotels 
throughout, from traditional cottages to opulent city 
slickers complete with rooftop pools. 

PRICES START FROM £3,295 incl. uk airport lounge access, 
flights, 10 nights accommodation & 8 days car hire. For a full, day-by-day 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/154083.

2 0 1 9  H O T  L I S T  |  S R I  L A N K A

SRI LANKA8

BEST OF SRI LANKA
15-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

Perfect for a winter trip, this itinerary takes in all of 
Sri Lanka’s highlights. In the company of a private 
driver, you’ll sweep along the country’s beach-
fringed west coast and plunge into the jungled 
interior, taking in everything from colonial towns 
and rolling tea plantations to cave temples, the lost 
city of Polonnaruwa and Sigiriya – an ancient rock 
fortress. You’ll even head out on a safari into Yala 
National Park to spot elephants and the world’s 
densest population of leopards. Indeed, it’s all 
brought to life by private tours, including the likes 
of dance shows and tea-plantation visits. You’ll 
also stay in luxury throughout, enjoying nights in 
a colonial manor house, where a personal chef will 
treat you to full-board dining, before you end with 
four nights by the beach in an ultra-luxury resort.

PRICES START FROM £3,895 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge, private transfers throughout, 13 nights b&b 
accommodation & private touring throughout. For a full, day-by-
day itinerary, visit wexas.com/103865.

ANCIENT KINGDOMS &  
EAST-COAST BEACHES

13-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This tailor-made route adds in time in the capital 
and the chance to relax on Sri Lanka’s palm-
dotted east coast, making it ideal for a spring or 
summertime visit. Again with the services of a 
private driver included throughout, you’ll take in 
everything from Sigiriya’s ancient rock-top fortress, 
Polonnaruwa’s medieval temple complex and the 
royal palaces of tea-plantation Kandy – a colonial 
jewel. You’ll also enjoy luxury stays on two of the 
east coast’s best white-sand beaches, where you 
can return from whale spotting and a whole host 
of water sports to spa treatments and cooking 
classes. And, you’ll spend your nights in some of Sri 
Lanka’s finest hotels, from palatial country manors 
to a boutique Victorian townhouse in Colombo – Sri 
Lanka’s vibrant, garden-dotted capital.

PRICES START FROM £2,715 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge, private transfers throughout, 11 nights b&b 
accommodation & private touring throughout. For a full, day-by-
day itinerary, visit wexas.com/134061.

SAVE UP TO

£110 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

£100 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

As the Lonely Planet’s number one choice for 2019, Sri Lanka is a country on the rise. 
Here, ancient fort cities perch on giant rocks, leopards crouch in dense jungles and white-
sand beaches form an idyllic fringe to it all. To inspire, we’ve picked out two of our 
favourite Sri Lanka itineraries below. There’s one for each half of the year, swapping 
coasts to avoid the monsoons.
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While many visitors are drawn to the headline 
acts of Vancouver and the Rockies, Canada’s 
natural beauty, outstanding wildlife and acclaimed 
hospitality are also perfectly encapsulated 
in its four Atlantic provinces – Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and 
Newfoundland & Labrador. What’s more, it’s all 
just a six-hour flight from London.

Perfect to explore on a road trip, those that break 
the mould are rewarded with almost-traffic-free 
roads that hug spectacular coastlines and traverse 
national parks home to wild moose and black bears. 
In towns and villages throughout the region, seafood 
restaurants look out across gorgeous, cliff-framed 
beaches, and traditional terrace houses bring a 
splash of colour to already-picturesque landscapes. 
The region’s cities, too, most notably Halifax and St 
John’s – the oldest city in North America – offer superb 
variety, with standout dining options, museums and 
galleries that rival those of provincial capitals three 
times their size.

Furthermore, each province has its own unique 
charms and attractions, from the French Acadian history 
of New Brunswick, and its million-year-old Hopewell 
Rocks, to the Newfoundland & Labrador coast, where 
giant icebergs drift among breaching humpback whales. 
Then there’s the chance to taste fresh Atlantic lobster 
and shuck your own oysters along Nova Scotia’s 
lighthouse-dotted shores, before you cycle or stroll 

among Prince Edward Island’s verdant hills and golden 
beaches – the inspiration for the classic children’s novel 
Anne of Green Gables.

And, alongside this incredible collection of highlights, 
there’s a superb complement of accommodation 
to help make the best of it all. Choose between the 
likes of 19th-century inns and lakeside spa retreats, 
such as those showcased in our featured itinerary. 
Alternatively, splash out on the extraordinary, with a 
stay at a converted lighthouse or a night at a designer 
retreat on remote Fogo Island.. Speak to our Canada 
specialists for all the details.

a 12-day charms of atlantic canada self-drive 
starts from £1,510 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge access,  
9 days car hire, 10 nights accommodation in heritage hotels, ferry tolls 
& a Brier Island whale watching tour. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/146892.



wexas.com . 020 7838 589416

HIGHLIGHTS OF ARGENTINA
13-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

From natural spectacles to city greats, this luxury holiday brings you right among Argentina’s diverse 
wonders. You’ll begin with Buenos Aires, taking in its European charm with a private tour as well as its 
tango rhythms with a dinner and dance performance. Then, flying down to the wilds of Patagonia, you’ll 
sail up to the giant Perito Moreno Glacier before moving on to the largest waterfall system in the world 
– Iguazú Falls. After exploring with a cruise under the falls and a hop over to the Brazilian side, it all 
finishes with an estancia stay among the Pampas grasslands. Here, you’ll fulfil all your gaucho cowboy 
fantasies, exploring on horseback rides before returning to full-board asado barbecue suppers – a fitting 
conclusion. Throughout, you’ll be treated to luxury stays, flights, private tours and transfers.

PRICES  START FROM £4,490 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, private transfers, private touring throughout, 
8 nights b&b accommodation & 2 nights estancia accommodation incl. full board & activities. For full inclusions and a day-by-day 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/101499.

ARGENTINA10
With the peso dropping 50% against the pound over the last year, Argentina is 
becoming an increasingly attractive destination. It offers superb value, especially 
on the ground, where world-class wines and steak suppers are available for a 
fraction of their cost over here. That’s not to mention that it’s home to some truly 
awe-inspiring sights, showcased on the itinerary below.

2 0 1 9  H O T  L I S T  |  A R G E N T I N A



wexas.com . 020 7838 5894 17

While it just missed out on a place 
in our top ten, Chile’s blend of 
breathless beauty and unique 
accommodation has put it to the top 
of our hotels hot list. From the bone-
dry Atacama Desert to the verdant 
beauty of its lakes and right down 
to the looming peaks of Patagonia, 
it’s a destination made for 
exploration. But, in contrast to its 
wild landscapes, Chile is also home 
to some of Latin America’s finest 
hotels – a collection of designer 
retreats by Tierra. We’ve picked out 

three of our favourites here; each is 
perfectly located, showcasing their 
setting on an impressive range of 
excursions.

Tierra Atacama marries cutting-
edge facilities, wine-paired dining 
and ultra-contemporary design 
with a raft of adventures taking 
in the world’s driest non-polar 
desert. Think hot-spring hikes and 
expert-led tours out to remote 
village outposts. In the south, Tierra 
Patagonia provides a spectacular 

contrast. Set on a lakeshore amid 
Chile’s mighty mountains; there’s 
gourmet food, of course, and a 
wonderfully indulgent spa looking 
out over the fabled peaks of Torres 
del Paine. Combine them both on 
an unforgettable twin-centre trip, 
or take it a step further by adding in 
a stay at their Chiloé Island sibling, 
detailed below. 

Chile
with Tierra Hotels

TIERRA CHILOÉ  
A rising star of Chilean tourism, Chiloé Island has become famous 
for its verdant landscapes and stilted over-water buildings. And, 
this sense of bucolic charm is invited right into the Tierra Chiloé, 
with its gourmet dining informed by the island’s fresh produce and 
its sweeping timber architecture by its UNESCO-listed wooden 
churches. In between relaxing with spa treatments and your room’s 
spectacular wetland views, included excursions showcase the best 
of this unique destination. Along with biking, hiking or horseback 
riding, the hotel’s private boat is a special highlight, bringing you 
out among the archipelago’s wild coasts and secluded beaches.

You can combine stays at all 
three Tierra hotels on our  
14-day tailor-made itinerary.
 
PRICES START FROM 
£6,470 PP incl. flights, uk airport 
lounge access, transfers, touring, 8 
nights all-inclusive & 3 nights b&b 
accommodation. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/104175.

T I E R R A  H O T E L S  |  H O T  H O T E L S

SAVE UP TO

£880 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 
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From Goan spa retreats to Asia’s most luxurious phinisi sailing ship, Alila has become something of a 
byword for unique, high-end experiences. And, they’ve just opened two of their most impressive properties 

to date. Speak to our specialists to add either of these amazing hotels to your 2019 holiday.

A l i la  H ote l s

Alila Fort Bishangarh
JAIPUR 

An attraction in its own right, this 18th-century fort has 
been impeccably converted into a luxury hotel. Beyond 
the 230-year-old battlements and turrets, you’ll step 
into a princely maharaja’s world of elegant suites, 
indulgent dining and truly opulent spa treatments. It’s 
no surprise that it features in Time Magazine’s World’s 
100 Greatest Places of 2018. What’s more, as one of the 
last surviving examples of Jaipur-Gharana architecture, 
it’s dressed in all the grandeur befitting its Indian 
royalty. Expect marble flooring, metre-thick stone walls 
and ornate carvings throughout. Built atop a granite 
hill to repel invaders, it’s all set to spectacular views 
over the sweeping plains and villages below – local 
inspiration for the pair of superb restaurants. Lastly, the 
hotel is perfectly poised to explore the fort wonders of 
Rajasthan; it’s just three-and-a-half hours from Delhi.

Alila Villas Koh Russey
CAMBODIA

Set on a jungle-clad private island just off the Cambodian coast, the Alila Villas Koh 
Russey offers the best in golden-sands seclusion. Indeed, the stunning beach villas 
come with one toe in the bathtub-warm waters and the other in their very own private 
pool. However, there’s plenty more to explore. On your doorstep, you’ll have everything 
from thousand-year-old cave temples to French-colonial hill stations and waterfall-
dotted national parks. Or, simply spend the day island hopping, enjoying dips in the 
glittering waters of the Gulf of Thailand. Then, you’ll return to the likes of indulgent spa 
treatments and superlative fine dining. Think seafood grills, authentic local dishes and 
French sophistication served poolside. If you’re inspired, book onto a cooking class. 

H O T  H O T E L S  |  A L I L A  H O T E L S
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SINGAPORE SWING 

It all boils down into bustling 
hawker markets where delicious 
Singaporean cuisine is showcased 
at its flavoursome and culture-
spanning best. Then, for a glimpse 
into the city’s colonial heritage, 
there’s no greater vestige than 
Raffles Hotel itself – a tour-de-
force of whitewashed colonnades 
and palm-tree gardens. Reopening 

in August 2019, you can expect 
refreshed rooms, welcoming 
courtyards and fine restaurants, all 
blessed with the chandelier luxuries 
and impeccable service that won 
Raffles its revered reputation back 
in the 1800s. And, yes, you can still 
get a Singapore sling where the 
cocktail was invented – in the dark-
wood Long Bar.

The Singapore Bicentennial is set to make the island nation one of the hottest 
destinations for 2019, something marked by a series of spectacular events and 
festivals, along with the grand reopening of the famous Raffles Hotel. It’s an 
opportunity to look back at the city’s changing fortunes, brought on by the arrival 
of Sir Stamford Raffles in 1819, who established an open city and free port. 
Bringing in trading influences from across the world, his actions are still felt to 
this day. And, while modern Singapore surprises with its greenery and dazzles 
with its cutting-edge architecture and glass-and-steel skyline, great multi-tiered 
temples still dot Chinatown, Little India is resplendent in thousands of colours 
and a 19th-century mosque glitters over the Arabic Quarter. 

However, there’s much more to the 
bicentennial. A series of augmented 
reality trails will open up, projecting 
historic details over modern-
day Singapore. Asia’s greatest 
light show, iLight, will also return 
in January, with past iterations 
bringing in everything from neon 
tunnels to giant octopuses that 
light up to drumming. Not to miss 
out on the fun, the city’s museums 
are putting on special features 
as well. The Fort Canning Centre 
will present the iconic moments of 
Singapore’s past, while the Asian 
Civilisations Museum is putting on 
a special exhibition of Southeast 
Asian artefacts that reflect Raffles’ 
role as an avid collector. 

Inspired? We are currently offering 
free stopovers in Singapore on the 
way to or from Australia or New 
Zealand – details on page 27.  
 
Alternatively, a seven-day luxury 
city break starts from £1,780 pp incl. 
flights, uk airport lounge access, private 
transfers, 5 nights b&b accommodation & 
private touring. For more information and a 
full itinerary, visit wexas.com/154174.

R A F F L E S  |  H O T  H O T E L S
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  |  R O A D  T R I P S

LIFE 
ON THE 

OPEN 
ROAD

As always, a road trip offers the freedom to 
explore at your own pace, to find hidden spots 
off the beaten track and to linger longer in places 
that matter to you most. So, let our destination 
specialists take the wheel and guide you among 
the world’s greatest drives. 

Indeed, after learning about Miranda’s favourite 
routes in Australia and Heather’s ultimate New 
Zealand road trip, you’ll be excited to know that 
– for a limited time only – all of our holidays 
Down Under include a complimentary stopover 
in Singapore. See page 27 for details.

We’ve also paid special attention to the venerable 
grandfather of road trips – America. Debbie 
dances between the islands of the Florida Keys, 
Pat navigates through New England’s highlights 
and we celebrate the 200-year anniversary of 
Memphis, the birthplace of the blues. 

But, there’s plenty closer to home as well. For 
this issue we’ve focused on Europe’s lesser-
known gems, from Andorra’s best-kept secrets 
to Steff ’s top tips for the Scandinavian road 
less travelled. 

What’s more, we’re reopening our free car hire 
offer on all of our self-drive holidays to Europe, 
the USA, Canada and South Africa. Just hurry, 
you’ll have to book by the 1st February 2019 to 
take advantage. For more information, contact a 
Wexas specialist or visit wexas.com/freecar.
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Australia is custom-made for epic road trips. And, from Outback adventures to coast-hugging sweeps 
past golden beaches, there’s plenty to choose from, so we’ve tasked Wexas destination specialist Miranda 
Berliand to pick out her favourites. She’s included one iconic trip and one more off the beaten track, as well 
as a pair of alternatives for those who’d rather the plane or train take the strain. What’s more, for bookings 

made by 31 March, we’re offering a free stopover in Singapore. See page 27 for more details.

T H E  B EST  AU ST R A L I A N  S E L F-D R IV ES . . .

MELBOURNE, THE GRAMPIANS & 
THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD
12-day tailor-made self-drive

Often found topping lists of the world’s greatest 
drives, the Great Ocean Road spans 150 kilometres 
of Australia’s most spectacular coastal scenery. Just 
southwest of Melbourne, it weaves between pockets of 
rainforest, pristine surf beaches and laidback seaside 
towns, not to mention such iconic sights as the Twelve 
Apostles – a collection of 160-foot-high rock spires 
that strike out into the ocean itself. My top tip? Head 
out early to avoid the coach trips before turning inland 
in the afternoon to take in the region’s lesser-known 
gems. You’ll find a superb collection of vineyards, 
hot springs and forest roads tucked away in the 
mountainous interior. 

PRICES START FROM £1,705 PP incl. flights, uk airport 

lounge access, 8 nights b&b accommodation & 9 days car hire. For a 

full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/104235. 

TASMANIA’S WEST COAST EXPLORER
10-day tailor-made self-drive

With the world only just waking up to the delights 
of Australia’s smallest state, Tasmania is my 
recommendation for those looking for the Australian 
road less travelled. There’s something undeniably wild 
about it all, with pristine beaches framed by lichen-
draped granite and forested hinterlands punctuated 
by glassy lakes and cragged alpine mountains. And, 
moving on from its colonial past, remembered today 
by historic prison islands and raffish pubs, Tasmania is 
enjoying something of an artistic present. Don’t miss 
out on Hobart’s collection of galleries and theatres, the 
celebrated cold-weather wineries and a multitude of 
farm-to-table restaurants serving up everything from 
black truffles to freshly shucked oysters. 

PRICES START FROM £1,640 PP incl. flights, uk airport 

lounge access, 6 nights b&b accommodation & 7 days car hire. For a 

full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/138402.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  A U S T R A L I A

FREE 
SINGAPORE 
STOPOVER

FREE 
SINGAPORE 
STOPOVER
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AUSTRALIA BY RAIL: INDIAN PACIFIC
13-day tailor-made rail journey

Simply, the Indian Pacific offers one of the world’s great 
transcontinental rail journeys. Starting in Perth, it takes 
three days to wind through the lush landscapes of Western 
Australia and the red ochre of the Outback before arriving 
in Sydney. Along the way, you’ll be treated to open-bar 
indulgences and such full-board, multi-course delicacies 
as barramundi fish and grilled kangaroo fillets. You’ll also 
pause everywhere from buzzy Adelaide to frontier gold 
mines and railway ghost towns. I also highly recommend 
exploring either side of your journey. On the itinerary, you’ll 
pair Perth’s beaches and nearby Fremantle’s Victorian 
grandeur with Sydney’s icons and the renowned vineyards 
of Hunter Valley. 

PRICES START FROM £3,080 PP incl. flights, uk airport 

lounge access, transfers, 7 nights accommodation, 5 days car hire & 3 

nights aboard the Indian Pacific in Gold Service incl. all meals, touring 

& beverages. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/104239.

AUSTRALIA BY PLANE: SYDNEY, 
ULURU & THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
15-day tailor-made journey

There’s no getting round it, Australia is big. That’s why I 
always recommend internal flights for those looking to 
tick off the bucket-list items in a single trip. And, it doesn’t 
get much more iconic than the Sydney Opera House, 
the great red monolith of Uluru and the otherworldly 
ecosystems of the Great Barrier Reef – one of the world’s 
natural wonders. However, there’s also plenty of lesser-
known intrigue along the way. After getting lost walking 
among Sydney’s historic districts, there’s the chance to 
learn about the country’s Aboriginal mythology in the Red 
Centre and uncover the hidden wildlife of the Daintree 
Rainforest on Queensland’s north coast.

PRICES START FROM £2,425 PP incl. flights, uk airport 

lounge access, private transfers, 11 nights accommodation, Uluru 

sunset tour & Low Isles cruise. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit 

wexas.com/102566.

A U S T R A L I A  |  R O A D  T R I P S

. . . A N D  A LT E R N AT IV ES  TO  T H E  R OA D

BOOK 6 MONTHS  
IN ADVANCE & 

SAVE UP TO

£170 PP
Offer ends 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

£280 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

FREE 
SINGAPORE 
STOPOVER

FREE 
SINGAPORE 
STOPOVER
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I’ll never forget the first time I laid eyes 
on the Sydney Opera House. That 
first taste of barramundi, grilled to 
perfection. Or, simply strolling along 
Bondi Beach at sunset. It’s fair to 
say Sydney captured my heart. And, 
whether you’re returning or a first-
time visitor, there’s always something 
new to discover. In 2019, for instance, 
the city is set to be brought to life by 
an annual 23-day festival of light, 
music and ideas termed Vivid Sydney. 
Expect a neon Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and talks from industry 
leaders within a jam-packed schedule.

However, there’s plenty more to New 
South Wales besides Sydney, from 
golden beaches to rolling winelands. 
My tip? Ignore the daytrips. You’ll 
just be fighting against the rush-hour 
traffic. Instead, hire a car and spend 

      Sydney 
  & beyond

a couple of nights in each place. 
You’ll avoid the crowds, allowing 
you to immerse yourself in the 
destination and enjoy those gorgeous 
Aussie roads at your own pace. So, 
without further ado, here are my top 
recommendations for discovering the 
delights that lie just beyond Sydney’s 
city limits. 

The Blue Mountains
The trip alone to the Blue Mountains 
is worth it. Passing historic villages 
and hidden creeks, you’ll wind up 

through deep sandstone gorges to 
discover a dramatic world of iconic 
rock formations, with such enigmatic 
names as “Orphan Rock” and “The 
Three Sisters”. All the while, an off-
blue oil haze exudes from the giant 
eucalypts that line the mountains’ 
valleys. It’s all the backdrop for 
ancient Aboriginal engravings and 
scenic bushwalks.

Kiama
Instead of turning inland, a drive 
south from Sydney will bring you 

Words by 
Wexas Australia 
specialist Stav 
Banks.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  A U S T R A L I A
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AUSTRALIA’S E AST COAST:  
SYDNEY TO BYRON BAY

14-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

If you want to explore a little further, then I highly recommend 
setting off along Australia’s eastern shoreline. It’s the chance to 
discover some of the continent’s most spectacular coastal scenery, 
stopping off at quaint seaside towns set between gorgeous beaches 
and rugged hinterlands. So, after pausing in Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains, your first stop should be the Hunter Valley. As the 
country’s oldest wine-producing region it offers superlative tasting 
opportunities set to sprawling vineyard backdrops. Then, return to the 
coast for the dolphins of Port Stephens and the golden sands of Coffs 
Harbour before you arrive at Byron Bay. This surfers’ beach paradise 
is a posterchild for yoga retreats and farm-to-table restaurants. It all 
concludes with Brisbane, where trendy suburbs and a cosmopolitan 
centre make for a fitting end to your epic road trip.

PRICES START FROM £1,785 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 
8 days car hire & 10 nights accommodation on a mix of  room-only and b&b basis. For a 
full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/103059.

A U S T R A L I A  |  R O A D  T R I P S

down along a forest-backed coast 
to map pretty inlets and arrive at 
Kiama. This welcoming seaside town 
is blessed with a spectacular setting, 
its pristine beaches and jagged 
coastline watched over by giant 
Norfolk pines. Be sure to sample the 
just-caught seafood, dip into its local 
wineries and visit the famous Kiama 
Blowhole, which sprays gallons of 
water up to 25 metres in the air.

Jervis Bay
If you continue just a little further 
south from Kiama, you’ll be rewarded 
with a true jewel – Jervis Bay. And, 
although it’s said to possess some 
of the whitest sand in the world, it’s 
much more than a beach idyll. Hike 
out along clifftop walking trails, 
uncover an intriguing Aboriginal 
heritage or board a wildlife-watching 
cruise to spot everything from 
mighty whales to playful dolphins.

As a guide, I’ve put together an 
itinerary that takes in all of the 
destinations I’ve recommended. It 
includes gourmet meals and stays 
in luxury hotels, from the Four 
Seasons in Sydney to a canopy-
level suite in the Blue Mountains:
  
A 15-DAY SYDNEY, BEACHES & 
BLUE MOUNTAINS SELF-DRIVE 
STARTS FROM £3,285 PP  
incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 9 days car hire & 11 nights 
accommodation on a mix of b&b & 
full-board basis. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/150741.
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SAVE UP TO

£155 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

FREE 
SINGAPORE 
STOPOVER
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It’s fair to say that 2018 was a memorable year for Qantas. With 
the launch of their Dreamliner aircraft, their non-stop service to 
Western Australia, and an exciting new route via Singapore to Sydney, 
holidaying Down Under has never been easier. 

THE QANTAS DREAMLINER
Billed as “the most advanced 
long-haul aircraft of its type”, the 
new Qantas Dreamliner features 
just 236 seats, meaning more 
room to relax than in most other 
long-haul aircraft. Its windows are 
even 65 per cent larger than its 
closest competitor. It also features 
dimmable windows and noise-
reduction technology, maximising 
comfort and minimising jetlag. In 
turn, passengers in Business will 
be treated to a staggered seating 
configuration, affording direct 
aisle access for all. There’s also an 
innovative Premium Economy cabin 
offering wider seats and a greater 

Qantas
recline than before, while Economy 
passengers benefit from mood 
lighting, foot nets and bespoke 
fabrics. It’s all created by Australian 
native David Caon – a leading 
industrial designer. 

FLY NON-STOP TO PERTH 
You can now experience the new 
Dreamliner in action on Qantas’s 
non-stop flight from London to Perth 
– a world first. Having launched in 
March last year, this is the quickest 
way to reach Australia, cutting 
the journey time to just 17 hours. 
Improved onward connections are 
yet another plus point, with same-
plane transfers on to Melbourne 
alongside a host of other domestic 
options, including Broome, Adelaide 
and Darwin. What’s more, for those 
travelling in Business, London’s new 
flagship premium lounge will see 
customers off in style. 

NEW ROUTE VIA SINGAPORE
Now routing via Singapore, 
rather than Dubai, Qantas’s daily 
London–Sydney service offers 
the chance to experience one of 

Asia’s most dynamic cities, where 
an intriguing history plays out to 
a skyscraping backdrop. In fact, 
you can enjoy it all for free with 
our Singapore stopover offer, 
detailed opposite. And, as part of 
the shakeup, the daily Singapore–
Melbourne service has been 
upgraded from an a330 to an a380. 
As such, customers will be able 
to take advantage of four grades 
of cabin – Economy, Premium 
Economy, Business and First – on 
both routes. But it’s not all  about 
Australia. Qantas also offers 
flights to countries throughout Asia 
in conjunction with partner airlines, 
with convenient connections 
to destinations including Indonesia, 
Thailand and Malaysia. It’s the 
ideal way to combine an Asian 
adventure with your holiday 
Down Under, or to create a 
standalone trip. 

Business class – Qantas 787 Dreamliner

Premium Economy – Qantas a380
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As a little treat, we’re offering a complimentary layover 
in Singapore on all of our trips Down Under. The offer 
includes private transfers to and from the airport as well as 
overnight accommodation in one of the city’s finest four-star 
properties, featured to the right. 

To take advantage, simply book any holiday to Australia or 
New Zealand that includes flights and a minimum of seven 
nights accommodation. What’s more, if you book 14 nights 
away, you’ll receive an extra night in Singapore, again 
completely free of charge.

There’s also the option of extending your stay, or upgrading 
to a five-star property for a small supplement. Whatever you 
choose, you’ll have the chance to explore one of the world’s 
city greats, where skyscraping glass and steel backdrops 
colonial charm, mouth-watering hawker markets and vibrant 
cultural enclaves. 

Just hurry, although the offer is valid for travel until March 
2020, it must be booked by 31 March 2019. For full terms and 
conditions, visit wexas.com/free-singapore-stopover.

FREE Singapore stopover
on all Wexas holidays to Australia and New Zealand

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS VERY 
SPECIAL OFFER, 
CONTACT A WEXAS 
SPECIALIST ON 
020 7838 5894.

GRAND COPTHORNE  
WATERFRONT 
Overlooking Singapore River 
itself, this central award-winner 
takes in its privileged setting 
with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
fine-dining restaurants and a 
rooftop pool. 
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Words by Heather Harris, 
Wexas New Zealand Specialist

Whether I’m diving in Indonesia or 
heli-hiking in Alaska, the first item 
on my packing list is my camera. 
And, out of all my travels, New 
Zealand ranks among the most 
photogenic of all; it seems as if 
there’s a fresh photo-opp round 
every bend in the road. However, 
with 60,000 miles of asphalt to 
choose from, first-time visitors are 
faced with an abundance of choice. 
That’s why I’ve put together the 
following guide to the ultimate New 
Zealand road trip.

You’ll start in Auckland, New 
Zealand’s largest city. It’s well 
worth staying here for a couple 
of days, not just to rest up after 
the long flight but to take in its 
gorgeous harbour setting and 
excellent museums. What’s more, 
volcanic peaks, Maori-carved 
rainforests and vineyard-dotted 
islands are all within easy reach. 
However, you’ll also want to turn 
out, with your first driving leg 
bringing you into the lush New 
Zealand countryside, sweeping 
south along the coast.

Your goal is the Coromandel 
Peninsula. Jutting out into 
the South Pacific, it’s blessed 
with golden sands and interior 
mountains, with your drive bringing 
you along an ocean-thrashed east 
coast and a bush-clad interior. My 
tip? Stop off at Hot Water Beach, 
where you can dig your own spa 
pool in the sands. Then, heading 
inland, your next stop should be 
Rotorua. While the drive in will see 
you skirt the dense Kaimai Mamaku 
Forest Park, it’s the region’s 
volcanic delights that impress most. 
Geysers spurt, hot springs steam, 

The definitive 
introduction to  
NEW ZEAL AND

mineral lakes glow bright orange 
and mud pools all but explode. 
It’s all steeped in tribal Maori 
mythology, evident everywhere 
from traditional villages to cultural 
performances and hangi feasts. 
Your next drive, however, will see 
you swap geographic exuberance 
for rolling countryside as you 
sweep onto Napier – wine country. 
Alongside a tasting session, I highly 
recommend pausing in the town 
itself to take in its exquisite Art-
Deco architecture.

Then, finish your tour of the North 
Island in Wellington. Although it’s 
New Zealand’s capital, I’ve always 
found that, wrapped in lush hills 
and a picturesque harbour, pretty 
little Wellington retains a certain 
small-town charm. From here, you’ll 
board the inter-island ferry, weaving 
through the green-dappled islands 
of the Cook Strait – a scenic journey 
in its own right – before arriving onto 
the North Island for a drive through 
the vineyard-dotted countryside 
to Nelson. As gateway to Abel 

R O A D  T R I P S  |  N E W  Z E A L A N D
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Tasman National Park, I recommend 
swapping wheels for water to kayak 
or cruise among its quiet coves and 
golden beaches, heading into its 
jungled interior on short hikes.
It’s then time for one of New 
Zealand’s greatest drives. 
You’ll sweep along the rollercoaster 
road that traces the South Island’s 
western flank, dipping through 
verdant coastal forests and mapping 
cragged bays. Take it from me, it’s 
a true spectacle, matched by your 
arrival at Franz Josef – a glacier 
giant surrounded by a rainforest 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS OF NEW ZEALAND
19-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

If you’re intrigued by New Zealand’s myths and legends, this 
alternative route focuses on the country’s Maori heritage and Lord-
of-the-Rings sites, alongside many of the highlights mentioned 
by Heather. Appropriately, you’ll be staying in boutique, Kiwi-run 
properties throughout. The route also mixes in the natural splendour 
of the Bay of Islands, the whales of Kaikoura and Mt. Cook – New 
Zealand’s highest peak.

PRICES START FROM £3,225 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access,  
private transfers, 15 nights b&b accommodation, 15 days car hire & inter-island ferry. For 
a full day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/103101.

dotted with hot pools. The next leg is 
equally impressive, demonstrating 
just why I prefer driving in the South 
Island. After continuing down the 
jagged coast, turn inland to summit 
Haast Pass for some stunning snow-
capped views before rushing rivers 
and quaint lakeside towns see you 
on to Queenstown. Be sure to spend 
at least three nights here, enjoying 
everything from skiing and skydiving 
to mountain hikes and vineyard 
tastings in gold-rush towns. The 
great waterfalls and gneiss cliffs of 
that natural wonder, Milford Sound, 

are also just a daytrip away – a 
gorgeous drive along valley floors 
and glittering lakes.

It’s then time to return north, leaving 
the Southern Alps behind to kiss 
Lake Pukaki and arrive at one of my 
favourite spots – Lake Tekapo. Here, 
ranging hikes in the undulating 
foothills of McKenzie Country are 
suffixed by soaks in geothermal 
pools. Then, for your final drive, be 
sure to take the long way round with 
the appropriately named Inland 
Scenic Route. Its winding roads will 
see you through farmers’ pastures 
to arrive at Christchurch – New 
Zealand’s most English city. After 
enjoying its idyllic parks and neo-
Gothic architecture, perhaps toast 
your trip with dinner at one of its 
superb farm-to-table restaurants. 

A 19-DAY SELF-DRIVE ITINERARY 
FOLLOWING HEATHER’S ROUTE 
IS AVAILABLE FROM £2,990 PP 
incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 15 
nights accommodation, 14 days car hire 
& inter-island ferry. For a full day-by-day 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/103678. 

N E W  Z E A L A N D  |  R O A D  T R I P S

SAVE UP TO

£200 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

£120 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 
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I like to think that I know America, 
having been drawn back countless 
times since a yearlong (and 
admittedly more youthful) coast-
to-coast adventure. And, New 
England has always had a special 
place in my heart. 

Its cities are rich in cobblestone 
heritage, quaint port towns serve 
up just-caught lobsters and its 
countryside is a postcard of rolling 
hills backdropped by mountain 
giants. Just remember to book 
early for those famous autumnal 
colours. However, whichever 
season you choose, this is my guide 
to getting the most out of your trip 
to America’s northeast.

You’ll start, like many of the first 
settlers, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Indeed, from redbrick churches 
to timber tall ships, its crucial 
revolutionary past lives on today, 
while the leafy campus of Harvard 
offers further intrigue. You’ll then 
want to turn north, skirting cragged 
bays to arrive in Maine. Here, nights 
are spent in gorgeous weatherboard 
villages and days are given over to 
exploring national-park islands or 
tucking into the superb seafood. 

I then recommend turning inland, 
darting across rivers to plunge into 
the White Mountains on old Native-
American trails. Hikes and winter 
skiing abound as you wend between 
New Hampshire and Vermont, 
taking in that famous “fall” foliage. 
Then, no trip to New England 
would be complete without some 
time in the undulating Berkshire 
hills. I recommend following in the 
footsteps of New York’s elite to 

Lenox, the grand summer home of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
Returning to the coast, be sure to 
pause at Mystic in Connecticut to 
take in the region’s 19th-century 
maritime history, before hopping 
onto Rhode Island. I’d point you 
towards Newport, the summer 
resort of America’s first millionaires. 
It’s blessed with grand mansions, 
colonial architecture and sunset 
cliff walks. It all ends on Cape 
Cod, where sweeping drives see 
you between sandy beaches and 
charming seaside towns, with 
whale-watching cruises a seasonal 
highlight. All in? This is the perfect 
introduction to New England’s 
diverse charms.

patrick’s 16-day self-drive is 
available from £1,595 pp  
incl. flights, uk airport lounge access,  

14 nights accommodation & 13 days car 

hire. For a full day-by-day itinerary, visit 

wexas.com/101287.

The ultimate
New England

road trip

Words by Wexas 
USA specialist 
Patrick Griffin 
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KEY WEST
Its distinctive tin-
roofed houses were 
home to the likes of 
Ernest Hemingway, 
Tennessee Williams 
and Jimmy 
Buffett, famous 
faces drawn to 
this sub-tropical 
paradise by 
its idyllic beaches, impossibly clear seas and cool 
blend of Bahamian and Cuban culture. Indeed, this 
southernmost island in the Florida Keys, which has it’s 
own regional airport, is closer to Havana than Miami. 

THE LOWER KEYS
Moving northwards 
up the chain, this 
quiet collection 
of tiny islands 
is home to two 
nature reserves as 
well as a national 
marine sanctuary 
and a state park. 
As you’d expect, 

wildlife takes centre stage in the form of endemic wild 
key deer, turtles and a whole host of marine species. 
Take it all in on guided dives and kayak paddles, before 
relaxing on the sandy beaches of Little Duck Key. 

MARATHON
Life revolves around 
the ocean on this 
10-mile-long group 
of islands, situated 
right at the heart 
of the Florida 
Keys. Waterside 
restaurants serve 
up fresh lobster 
and crab, and the 
islands’ rich seafaring heritage is celebrated at annual 
festivals. There’s also the chance to learn about the 
ocean’s inhabitants at the Dolphin Research Center and 
the world’s first turtle hospital. 

ISLAMORADA
Tucked away 
between the 
Everglades 
National Park 
and the deep, 
blue waters of the 
Florida Strait, this 
thin strip of palm-
fringed islands 
is the world’s 
self-proclaimed sport fishing capital. Head out with 
an expert guide to try and hook a tarpon and snook, or 
watch them in the wild on a scuba diving trip between 
the islands’ wrecks and reefs.

KEY LARGO
Just an hour’s 
drive from Miami 
International 
Airport, Key Largo 
is the closest island 
to the Florida 
mainland. But, with 
tropical forests, 
winding creeks and 
a marine sanctuary 

host to turtles, stingrays and manatees, it’s a world away 
from the theme parks of its parent state. The Everglades 
are close at hand, while to the west, the USA’s only barrier 
reef offers world-class diving and dolphin encounters.

The Florida Keys Unlocked
Ah, the Florida Keys! Swaying palms, golden beaches framed by vibrant coral reefs and an 

average daily temperature of 25.5ºC. This chain of 800 islands, linked by a series of spectacular 
highway bridges, stretches 126 miles off the USA’s south-eastern tip – the Atlantic Ocean to 
the east, the Gulf of Mexico to the west. But, with so many choose from, deciding which island 
to visit can be a daunting proposition. To help you decide, Florida aficionado Debbie Mayger 

picks out her favourites.

Take in the best of the region on our 11-day Miami 
& the Florida Keys fly-drive.

prices from £2,175 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 8 days car hire & 9 nights accommodation. For a full, 
day-by-day  itinerary, visit wexas.com/139808.

T H E  F L O R I D A  K E Y S  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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You’ll know Arizona for its movie 
stars – that endless desert scenery, 
the iconic bluffs of Monument Valley 
and, yes, the world’s largest canyon. 
But, these silver-screen backdrops 
aren’t just reserved for John Wayne; 
it all makes for some truly arresting 
driving scenery. What’s more, those 
who look a little closer are rewarded 
with everything from desert retreats 
to millennia-old Native-American 
villages. This is your introduction to 
the complete Arizona.

 
Most introductions are made in 
Phoenix. Not only is it now served 
by direct flights from London, but, 
as the state capital, it’s Arizona’s 
cultural powerhouse. Having begun 

life in the 1860s as a humble farming 
town, today it’s America’s fifth 
largest city, home to award-winning 
restaurants, museums and all-
American sports. It all plays out to 
the stunning desert backdrop of the 
Salt River Valley.

Then, on the city’s eastern border 
lies Scottsdale. As a gateway to the 
giant skies and cacti of the Sonoran 
Desert, it’s one of the Southwest’s 
leading retreats. And, since 
visionary architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright set up shop here in 1911, its 
wild-west old town has been joined 
by everything from hip hotels and 
luxury spa resorts to art galleries 
and top-class golf courses. Just 

remember to find time to hike and 
bike among the craggy buttes 
of Camelback Mountain, the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve and 
Papago Park.

You’ll also drive out through 
horizonless deserts and among 
remote Native American 
settlements, with Chinle our pick for 
its sandstone spires and prehistoric 
rock art. Then, in between the 
show-stopping Grand Canyon 
(which celebrates its national-park 
centenary in 2019) and the icons 
of Monument Valley, there’s pretty 
Lake Powell. Here, archaeological 
sites are set among dramatic red-
rock stands and flooded gorges.

ARIZONA  
        beyond the Grand Canyon

R O A D  T R I P S  |  A R I Z O N A

Visiting all the destinations mentioned above, our recommended self-drive 
itinerary includes some truly scenic drives. Along the way, you’ll take in 
everything from rippling ochre canyons to looming valleys studded with 
cacti, pausing at Lake Powell for optional boat rides among its twisting 
waterways. It all culiminates with two days of well-earned spa relaxation at 
one of Scottsdale’s finest boutique hotels.

prices start from £2,030 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 10 days car 
hire & 12 nights accommodation. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/153807.

H I G H L I G H TS  O F  A R I ZO N A
SAVE UP TO

£195 PP
Book by 01 Feb 19 
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For some, Memphis begins and ends 
with the bourbon-soaked bars of 
Beale Street. And, there’s much to 
be said for an evening stroll down 
this neon-lit musical superhighway. 
After all, where else can you enjoy 
a drink and live music in a club once 
graced by the legendary B.B. King? 
But there’s far more to the city’s 
extraordinary musical heritage. 
Perhaps kick things off at that Mecca 
for rock ‘n’ roll fans, Elvis’s former 
home – Graceland. Then, take in 
the special atmosphere of the Sun 
and Stax studios where the likes of 
Booker T and Johnny Cash cut some 
of their earliest records. And don’t 
miss out on the Smithsonian Rock 
‘n’ Soul Museum; it’s the ultimate 
homage to America’s musical greats.

Food, too, plays a vital role in 
Memphian culture. And, while 
the great traditions of Southern 
barbecue live on in smokehouses 
across the city, there’s also a leaning 
towards the culinary cutting edge. 
New restaurants are opening up, 
offering modern and innovative 

takes on the comfort-food favourites 
for which the Deep South is best 
known. It’s all showcased in chic 
establishments such as the Gray 
Canary and Restaurant Iris, where 
forward-thinking chefs are busy 
giving those deliciously smoky 
flavours a whole new lease of life. 
Expect inventive takes on regional 
classics, such as ham hock hush 
puppies and crab claws with smoked 
fish dip. Our tip? Wash it all down 

In May 2019, Memphis celebrates its bicentenary. Here we take a look at some 
of the city’s headline acts both new and old, and show you why it should be top 
of your list for a Deep South road trip. 

M E M P H I S  &  T H E  D E E P  S O U T H  |  R O A D  T R I P S

Memphis 
       at 200

with a couple of beers from one of 
the local craft breweries – Ghost 
River is a special favourite, not least 
for its superb tap room, complete 
with daily-changing food trucks and 
one of the best brunches in town.

Lastly, no visit to Memphis would 
be complete without a tour of the 
National Civil Rights Museum. 
Located at the Lorraine Motel, this 
is the very spot where Dr. Martin 
Luther King was assassinated in 
1968. It’s a truly poignant reminder 
of the struggles of the Civil Rights 
Movement.

Our 13-day All American Music 
Tour self-drive includes two nights 
in Memphis along with stays in 
Nashville, Greenwood, Natchez and 
that home of jazz – New Orleans. 

prices start from £1,445 pp 

incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, 7 days 

car hire & 11 nights accommodation. For a full 

itinerary, visit wexas.com/101289.

SAVE UP TO

£375 PP
Book by 01 Feb 19 
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From Vancouver to the unmatched 
mountain scenery of the Rockies, 
British Columbia – Canada’s 
westernmost province – has no 
shortage of highlights. But, there’s 
plenty of lesser-known intrigue if 
you take the road less travelled. 
That’s no idle phrase; it’s often a 
rarity to see another car on the route 
I recommend below. Instead, you’ll 
map remote rivers, hop between 
islands on scenic ferries and plunge 
through old-growth forests to 
showcase the British Columbia 
coast and interior at their wild best. 
Expect to uncover everything from 
whales and grizzlies to a unique 
First-Nations heritage, all the while 
staying in wilderness log cabins.

Of course, you’ll make your 
introductions in Vancouver. And, 
it’s well worth pausing here for a 
couple of days, perhaps sampling 
its microbreweries or strolling along 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
   take a drive on the wild side

the historic Gastown district and 
Stanley Park. Here, coast-hugging 
paths showcase the city’s skyline 
and mountain backdrop. However, 
to strike out, you’ll pick up your 
hire car and board the ferry over 
to next-door Vancouver Island. 
After stopping at Victoria to take in 

the botanic gardens and Victorian 
mansions of Canada’s most English 
city, you’ll be leaving civilisation 
behind. 

Tracing the coast north, your first 
port of call should be Quadra 
Island. Not only is it blessed with 
gorgeous forest hikes and pretty 
bays ideal for kayaking, but it’s one 
of the best places in the region for 
wildlife. Expect to spot everything 
from black bears and bald eagles 
to whales and dolphins on super-
scenic cruises. Then, heading back 
to the main island, continue north, 

Wexas North America specialist Fawn Carr takes in the 
wilds of western Canada.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  C A N A D A
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winding through rolling hills before 
returning to the coast with Port 
Hardy. Its First Nations past lives 
on in beautifully carved totems and 
aptly named “big houses”.

Although your ferry trips might 
have become something of a 
custom by now, the journey between 
Port Hardy and Prince Rupert is 
my absolute favourite. It’s a full-
day affair, spent weaving through 
remote islands and forested bays, 
sailing the start of the famous 
Inside Passage that leads all the 

way to Alaska. And, arriving back 
on the mainland, you’ll be in true 
wilderness territory – something 
showcased by Bear Claw Lodge. 
This luxury, log-cabin offering is 
always a popular choice with my 
clients, where days spent fishing, 
horse-riding and snorkelling 
with salmon are capped off with 
Jacuzzi soaks.

The next few days’ driving are 
equally scenic. Sweeping through 
protected wilderness areas, you’ll 
skirt lakes and roll through dense 
woodlands, keeping an eye out 
for deer, bear and moose. You’ll 
also be spending your nights in 
quaint rural towns, gateway to 
waterfall hikes and Indian reserves. 
Eventually, though, the forests 
break out into remote meadows, 
with the road running alongside 
historic timber ranches and railway 

tracks. You won’t be surprised to 
learn that, back in the 1800s, the 
route you’re driving was once the 
old goldrush highway. And, no trip to 
cowboy country would be complete 
without a few nights in a frontier 
cabin. My choice is Tyax Lodge for 
its horseback rides, fishing trips 
and hot-tub luxuries.

It’s then, sadly, time to turn back, 
but not before undulating mountain 
valleys see you onto Whistler. 
Although this alpine town – 
complete with colourful high gables 
– found its fame as the venue of 
the 2010 Winter Olympics, it’s now 
better known as a summer getaway. 
Ski slopes melt into fantastic 
hiking trails and I always recommend 
a trip on the Peak 2 Peak Gondola. 
It’s the best way of appreciating 
the sheer scale of your snow-
capped surrounds. And, if you want 
something extra special, spend 
a night in the Chateau Fairmont 
Whistler – a castle flung out into 
the forests. Whatever you choose, 
you’ll then be treated to the famous 
Sea to Sky Highway, returning to 
Vancouver via mountain passes and 
a skirt round glittering Howe Sound. 
It’s the fitting end to what is an ultra-
scenic driving holiday.

FAWN’S ROUTE IS AVAILABLE 
FROM £3,340 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, 17 nights 
accommodation, 14 days car hire, 
all ferries & wildlife-spotting cruise. 
For all inclusions and a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/153456. 

C A N A D A  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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J O U R N E Y S  T H R O U G H 
M Y  S O U T H  A F RI C A

BEST OF SOUTH AFRICA
19-day tailor-made self-drive

I’m sometimes asked if it’s possible to see all of South 
Africa in a single trip. And, while it would take a lifetime 
to enjoy absolutely everything the country has to offer, 
there’s no better way to experience its unique diversity 
than this all-encompassing epic. Indeed, it’s perhaps the 
ultimate introduction to South Africa’s myriad highlights. 
You’ll start with a true city great – Cape Town – before 
tasting your way through the Winelands, and taking in 
the Garden Route’s forest-clad contours, ostrich deserts 
and pristine beaches – ideal for seasonal whale watching. 
Then, there’s the mountain scenery of Zululand and the 
Drakensberg – the dramatic setting for hikes, game 
reserves and Zulu heritage – before you end in Kruger for 
an all-inclusive luxury safari. It’s all linked by indulgent 
stays, flight hops and stunningly scenic drives, including 
along the Panorama Route’s waterfall-lined valleys.

prices start from £5,270 pp incl. uk airport lounge 

access, flights, 18 days car hire, 16 nights accommodation, selected 

meals & twice-daily game drives on safari. For a full, day-by-day 

itinerary, visit wexas.com/102003.  

H I G H L I G H TS  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A
16-day tailor-made self-drive

While this itinerary shares many of the same highlights 
as our “Best of” tour,  I’ve chosen it for its sheer ease 
of travel and superb value for money. Sticking to the 
south coast, you’ll drive between Cape Town and the 
storied vineyards of the Winelands, where tastings 
will introduce you to some of the New World’s most 
acclaimed vintages. Then, depending on the season, 
you’ll choose between Hermanus’s whales and 
Outshoorn’s ostrich farms to guide you towards the 
Garden Route. It’s then a delightfully scenic drive to 
the Eastern Cape’s malaria-free game reserves where 
included safaris and expert-led bush walks will see you 
out in search of the fabled Big Five – lion, elephant, 
rhino, buffalo and leopard. And, between game drives, 
you’ll have ample time to relax at your chosen luxury 
lodge, making the most of private plunge pools and all-
inclusive gourmet dining.

prices start from £2,030 pp incl. uk airport lounge 

access, flights, airport meet & greet, 15 days car hire, 13 nights 

accommodation, selected meals & twice-daily game drives on safari. 

For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/102183. 
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Wexas Travel’s Rui Ribeiro gets behind the wheel to showcase his homeland’s 
finest road- trip itineraries, and one in Namibia, too. Remember, you’ll enjoy 
free car hire on any South Africa self-drive holiday booked by 1st February.

W EST  COA ST  D I S COV E RY
11-day tailor-made self-drive

South Africa has its fair share of headline acts. But, 
there really is something to be said for exploring the road 
less travelled, especially if it’s your second or third visit. 
That’s why this itinerary is one I recommend time and 
again, not only for its off-the-beaten-track credentials 
but also for its blend of adventure and luxury. You’ll kick 
things off in serious style with a stay at Cape Town’s 
Twelve Apostles, perched above the rolling swells of the 
southern Atlantic. You’ll then head north, keeping your 
eyes peeled for whales, dolphins and even penguins, as 
you drive between unspoilt beaches and pretty villages 
to arrive at the Cederberg Mountains – a sandstone 
canvas for tribal bush art made some 10,000 years ago. 
It’s also home to one of my favourite hotels – Bushman’s 
Kloof Wilderness Reserve. Here you’ll find adventure 
activities mixed with spa treatments and delicious dining.

prices from £1,775 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge 

access, , 9 days car hire, 8 nights accommodation, select meals & 

a variety of excursions at Bushman’s Kloof. For a full, day-by-day  

itinerary, visit wexas.com/135459.  

B EST  O F  N A M I B I A
16-day tailor-made self-drive

Ok, so this isn’t South Africa. But, with so much to 
recommend it, it would be remiss of me not to mention 
Namibia in this roundup of my favourite road trips. 
Indeed, between truly epic landscapes, gripping wildlife 
experiences and a unique heritage that blends colonial 
influence with rich tribal traditions, this is Africa at its 
vibrant and spectacular best. And, the driving is easy; 
it’s commonplace to not see another sole on the road 
for hours. Utilising a combination of paved roads and 
gravel tracks, my recommendation takes in many of 
the country’s highlights, from the vast plains of the 
Namib to the apricot dunes of Sossusvlei, hopping 
between charming coastal towns and ancient tribal 
lands. You’ll round things off in style with a two-centre 
safari in Etosha National Park and a visit to the AfriCat 
Foundation – a not-for-profit organisation in the 
Okonjima Nature Reserve.

prices start from £3,220 pp incl. flights, uk airport 

lounge access, 14 days car hire, 13 nights accommodation & select 

meals. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/102490.  
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Having made Spain my home after working in travel for the past 20 years, it’s fair to say 
that I’ve got something of a soft spot for the Iberian Peninsula. And, one of my favourite 
regions is the northern coast. It offers all the history, natural beauty and, yes, vineyards 
that made me fall in love with the country, but without the crowds. It’s no surprise that it’s 
become our best-selling Spanish destination. For inspiration, I’ve picked out two of my 
favourite road-trip itineraries – a scenic route taking in the region’s historic towns and 
cities, and an indulgent self-drive that combines stays in hand-picked spa hotels with 
visits to vineyards of world-renown.

N O RT H E R N  S PA I N ’ S 
H I D D E N  T R E A S U R ES

Words by Wexas 
Spain specialist 

Lisa Ayling

NORTHERN SPAIN ROAD TRIP
9-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Travelling between modernist Bilbao’s Guggenheim icon and 
the great, thousand-year-old cathedral of Santiago, this is a 
full appreciation of northern Spain. Along the way, you’ll pause 
everywhere from quaint fishing villages to medieval church towns 
and walled Roman cities. The pre-Romanesque grandeur of Oviedo 
and the hiking trails of mountainous Picos de Europa National 
Park are particular highlights. It’s all knitted together by super-
scenic drives, sweeping through the rolling Basque countryside 
and along the spectacular coast. You’ll also stay in historic parador 
accommodation throughout, including medieval mansions and the 
world’s oldest hotel – a 15th-century royal hospital.

PRICES START FROM £795 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 
8 nights b&b accommodation & 9 days car hire. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/104206.

HISTORIC SPA HOTELS OF SPAIN
9-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Slow things down with this curated appreciation of northern Spain. From 
restored convent ruins to the best-preserved Cistercian monastery 
in Europe, you’ll stay in historic hotels throughout, enjoying dips in 
thermal pools, tapas-style fine dining and a whole host of indulgent spa 
treatments. There’s also plenty of time to take in the region’s unique 
charms. Indeed, short drives on quiet country roads will lead you 
between everything from Roman ruins and walks on golden beaches to 
Belle Époque Santander and San Bernardo’s historic bullring. Osma’s 
10th-century castle is a special favourite – as is the chance to taste your 
way through the region’s lauded vineyards.

PRICES START FROM £595 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 8 
nights b&b accommodation, 9 days car hire & unlimited access to the thermal pools in 
each hotel. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/153639.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  S PA I N
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and a surfeit of hiking trails both long 
and short. My favourite routes are 
around Soldeu in the north. You’ll be 
able to explore the Incles Valley – a 
great glacial trough where traditional 

When I visited back in May, it’s fair 
to say that I didn’t know much about 
tiny Andorra. I didn’t know that it’s 
the world’s only dual principality, 
headed by both the president of 
France and the bishop of Urgell. 
Or, that it hides away some of 
Europe’s prettiest villages and most 
spectacular valleys. And, although 
I did know that Andorra shared 
borders with France and Spain, I 
didn’t know that it also shared a love 
of Catalan cooking and scenery 
picked straight out of the French 
Alps. It really is much more than 
duty-free shopping.

And, measuring just 30 kilometres 
across, Andorra is perfectly 
explorable on a quick break. I 
recommend driving, with short, 
scenic routes bringing you up to 
cragged mountain passes and down 
to kiss shimmering lakes. Along the 
way, you’ll stop off at quaint drystone 
hamlets, Romanesque churches 

AN EIGHT-DAY BEST OF ANDORRA SELF-DRIVE IS AVAILABLE. 
PRICES  START FROM £450 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 7 nights 
b&b accommodation, 8 days car hire & 4wd excursion. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/154084.

Europe off the beaten track: 

Andorra
Following a recent visit, Wexas Europe specialist  
Saija Kokkonen shares her insider tips on one of 
Europe’s most under-the-radar destinations.

borda cottages dot sweeping forests. 
You can even look into France, while 
those luckier than me might be able 
to spot an elusive marmot.

What’s more, it’s all delightfully 
little-known, with the tourists that 
do visit largely limited to the winter 
ski season. So, if you travel over the 
summer, you’ll often have the trail 
or road all to yourself. In fact, I often 
found myself strolling out over lonely 
Alpine meadows straight out of the 
Sound of Music. Thankfully, with all 
the walks on offer, Andorran food 
is delightfully hearty, with warming 
broths and barbecues straight out of 
a Catalan cookbook. It’s apt, then, 
that you’ll arrive via Barcelona, given 
that there’s no Andorran airport. It’s 
the perfect chance to add in a trip to 
northern Spain. There is, after all, so 
much about the Pyrenees that we 
don’t know.

S PA I N  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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Pousadas 
of Portugal
Portugal is a country of immense variety, host 
to superb cities, exceptional food and wine, and 
some terrific beaches, too. And, it’s this mix 
of attractions that make it one of my favourite 
European destinations. It’s a diversity shared 
by its collection of pousada hotels, which range 
from Moorish castles and Gothic monasteries 
to extravagant Baroque palaces and colourfully 
converted 16th-century convents. For me, they’re 
the perfect blend of history and style. 

Perhaps you’d like to take in the sun-soaked 
beauty of the Algarve from a viscount’s 
Rococo manor house, stay in a 12th-century 
medieval castle with spectacular sea views, 
or taste your way through Porto’s famed wine 
cellars while luxuriating in a palatial national 
monument. Whichever you choose, each hotel 
has been carefully restored so as to preserve 
all its original charm, while adding in certain 
contemporary luxuries. Expect 700-year-old 
battlements to look down on palm-fringed 
pools while beautifully carved cloisters host 
gourmet restaurants. 

With such an extensive network, these hotels 
make for excellent self-drives, taking in the 
best of Portugal’s many diverse attractions. 
On the opposite page, I’ve recommended two 
of my favourite routes, but with such a wealth 
of choice, our team of specialists are always 
on hand to help you tailor an itinerary to your 
specific requirements. And, on top of the 
already exceptional value that these pousadas 
offer, those over 55 years of age can enjoy 
discounts of up to 10% on selected stays.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  P O R T U G A L
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THE HEART OF PORTUGAL 
8-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Flying in and out of the Portuguese capital, this is 
a comprehensive appreciation of both Portugal’s 
urbane charms and rural beauty. You’ll begin with 
Lisbon, staying in a mansion that once belonged to 
the royal family, before turning inland to overnight 
in a medieval castle-monastery in Flor de Rosa, a 
quintessential Portuguese village. Then, it’s south 
to spend the night in Estremoz’s 14th-century cas-
tle before you dip into the Alentejo region. Enjoy 
hikes and wine tastings as you stay in a tranquil, 
16th-century convent. Your last two nights will then 
be spent in a Moorish castle, exploring Roman 
ruins and enjoying some seaside relaxation

PRICES FROM £405 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 8 days car hire & 7 nights b&b accommodation. For a 
full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/150425.

ALENTEJO & THE ALGARVE 
8-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

After a flight into Lisbon, you’ll drive south to 
a stay in a Moorish castle, set above Alcácer 
do Sal’s meandering river. Then, it’s on to 
Arraiolos, an idyllic hilltop town built around your 
16th-century pousada convent. Your next convent 
stop is in Vila Viçosa – an ideal launchpad for 
hikes and birdwatching – before a stay among 
whitewashed Beja’s charming cobbled streets 
sees you on to a palm-fringed convent that 
dates to the 12th century. End in Sagres, a sleepy 
fishermen’s town of lighthouses, sandy beaches 
and hilltop forts, before you fly out of Faro.

PRICES FROM £425 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, 8 days car hire & 7 nights b&b 
accommodation. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit  
wexas.com/150426.

Portugal’s pousadas are a network of more than 40 heritage hotels, 
spanning the length and breadth of the country. Wexas Europe 
specialist Chris Kyprianou takes a look at their unique offerings and 
picks out two self-drive routes that showcase them best.

P O R T U G A L  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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GREAT ITALIAN ROAD TRIPS

THE BEST OF SICILY
8-day tailor-made self-drive

For me, Sicily is a perfect destination for a road 
trip. Distances are short, the scenery is varied and 
beautiful and there’s very little traffic. That’s why 
this island-encompassing itinerary is among my most 
recommended. You’ll begin in Palermo, a treasure trove 
of Byzantine mosaics, frescoed basilicas and Gothic 
palaces, before driving south to the Greek temples of 
Agrigento, some of which date back to the 5th century 
BC. You’ll then swap coasts, plunging through the 
island’s vineyard-dotted interior to arrive, perhaps 
via a wine tasting or two, at pretty Cefalù. Take in the 
wonders of its 12th-century cathedral and relax on your 
hotel’s private beach before rounding things off in 
Taormina, whose ancient Greek amphitheatre looks out 
to views of snow-capped Mt. Etna and the gold-sands 
coastline far below. 

PRICES FROM £690 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 
8 days car hire & 7 nights b&b accommodation. For a full itinerary, visit 

wexas.com/103722.

ITALIAN COAST & CULTURE
9-day tailor-made self-drive

Some of my most treasured memories are from my time 
spent in Tuscany. And, having visited on city breaks, 
cooking courses and wine-tasting weekends, there’s 
still no better way to take in its myriad attractions than 
by car. This twin-centre getaway showcases the best 
of them, combining the delights of the Tuscan seaside 
with the Renaissance grandeur of Florence. You’ll kick 
things off in serious style with a stay at one of Italy’s most 
luxurious hotels – a seafront jewel complete with spa 
and private beach. And, with three days free, you’ll have 
plenty of time to explore the region’s rich mix of medieval 
towns and vineyards. It’s then a delightfully scenic drive, 
via Volterra’s Roman amphitheatre, to Florence, where 
you’ll stay in one of the city’s finest hotels and enjoy 
an included walking tour to such famous sights as the 
Duomo cathedral and multi-tiered Ponte Vecchio bridge.

PRICES FROM £1,695 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 4 days car hire, 8 nights b&b accommodation & a walking tour 

of  Florence. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/103858.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  I TA LY
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In a country famous for its cars, there’s something genuinely magical about taking 
the wheel on your very own Italian road trip. But there’s far more to driving here 
than the car itself. As well as Ferrari, Lamborghini and the like, this is a country 
home to some truly spectacular driving routes. From cliff-hugging coastal roads to 
impossibly scenic mountain passes, Wexas specialist Victoria Jusko picks out four 

of the most rewarding options.

TUSCANY, UMBRIA & THE AMALFI COAST
10-day tailor-made self-drive

This is another ever-so-appealing coast and culture 
combo. However, this itinerary goes beyond the Tuscan 
border to explore three very different regions. It all 
begins with Pisa and its leaning icon before taking in San 
Gimignano’s medieval towers and those ancient Roman 
wonders of Volterra. A scenic country drive will then see 
you south, via a walking tour in Siena and the Gothic 
splendour of Umbria’s Orvieto, to the Amalfi Coast town 
of Sorrento  – gateway to glamorous Capri, Mt. Vesuvius 
and the ruins of Pompeii. And, while you might know 
the region from its pastel-coloured houses and lemon-
scented groves, there are also some truly spectacular 
driving routes to explore, not least the Blue Ribbon Drive. 
This dramatic clifftop route passes through tunnels and 
around hairpin bends to showcase some of Italy’s most 
arresting coastal scenery.  

PRICES FROM £1,315 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, 
flights, 9 nights b&b accommodation, 7 days car hire, a walking tour 
of Siena & a transfer from Sorrento to Naples. For a full itinerary, visit 

wexas.com/139611.

NORTHERN ITALY & THE L AKES
12-day tailor-made self-drive

While three of my recommendations centre on Italy’s 
coast, I’m often asked where’s best to experience 
another side of this beautiful country – its mountains. 
And, the pristine alpine landscapes of the Italian Lakes 
are a great place to start.  As such, my chosen itinerary 
is a comprehensive introduction to the drama of Italy’s 
mountainous north, explored on scenic drives and with 
stays at world-class hotels. You’ll begin with a night in 
fashion-conscious Milan before following in the footsteps 
of Europe’s aristocracy on a journey between the 
country’s most beautiful lakes – Maggiore, Como and 
Garda. Here, snow-capped peaks look down on island-
dotted waters, sprawling vineyards and the sun terraces 
of your luxury accommodation. You’ll then finish in 
Verona, whose rich heritage is evidenced by its medieval 
grandeur and 2,000-year-old Roman wonders.

PRICES FROM £1,355 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, 
select transfers, 11 nights b&b accommodation & 9 days car hire. For 

a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/104201.

I TA LY  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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The best drives in Scandinavia

BODØ & THE LOFOTEN ISLANDS 
7-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE 

The Lofoten Islands are a natural wonder – an Arctic 
landscape of soaring mountains that rises out of deep, blue 
fjords just off the Norwegian coast. It all makes for truly 
stunning drives, mapping cragged coasts and hopping 
about the archipelago on swooping bridges. On this 
itinerary, you’ll also spend a night in Bodø on the Norwegian 
mainland, spotting sea eagles and whirlpools before 
flying out to the islands. Here, between days spent hiking, 
discovering Viking sites and setting off on boat cruises, 
you’ll spend your nights in cute fishermen’s cabins, enjoying 
included dinners of local delicacies. 

prices start from £1,515 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 6 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b & half-board basis,  
& 5 days car hire. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/102345.

NORWAY: BEST OF THE WEST 
6-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

The west is fjord Norway at its finest, where great glacial 
troughs are fed by rushing waterfalls and backdropped 
by snow-capped peaks. To explore, I always recommend 
flying into the town of Ålesund to take in its Art-Nouveau 
idyll before a drive along the dramatic switchbacks of 
the Eagle’s Road brings you to Geiranger. As one of 
Norway’s most spectacular fjords, it’s the perfect base 
to explore the region on cruises, gentle walks and drives 
over high mountain passes. You’ll return each evening 
to a historic fjord-side hotel, where you’ll be treated to 
gourmet dinners.

prices start from £960 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 5 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b & half-board basis, & 4 days 
car hire. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154300.

Throughout my years of travelling in Scandinavia, I always seem to return to Norway. 
For me, it’s perhaps the most consistently scenic country in Europe; even retracing your 
route along the same road seems to reward with fresh vistas at every turn. Think plunging 
fjords, cragged coastlines and high-mountain islands. It all makes for some truly stunning 
road trips, and I’ve picked out two of my favourites below. 

R O A D  T R I P S  |  S C A N D I N AV I A
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Words by Wexas Scandinavia specialist Steff Sargeant

NORTH ICEL AND ODYSSEY 
7-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE 

This epic road trip will see you combine western Iceland’s 
highlights with the hidden gems of its wild north. You’ll start 
with Reykjavik’s city buzz and the geothermal waters of the 
Blue Lagoon before you turn out to the mighty waterfalls 
and twisting lava formations surrounding Akureyri and 
the northwest fjords. It’s all knitted together by stays in 
fishermen’s towns and drives that sweep along dramatic 
coastlines and dip into high-mountain hinterlands. Lastly, 
although winter trippers will be treated to displays of the 
Northern Lights, summertime offers the Midnight Sun, 
puffins and whale cruises.

prices from £1,080 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge access,  
6 nights b&b accommodation, 6 days car hire & Comfort Entry to the Blue 
Lagoon. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/137873. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ICEL AND 
10-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

This is your chance to see all of Iceland’s natural wonders in 
one go. Indeed, between two nights in the capital, you’ll take 
in the likes of the Eastfjords’ off-the-beaten-track delights 
and the icons of the Golden Circle. Along the way, you’ll 
stay in quaint seaside towns, summiting mountain passes 
and tracing remote coastlines on ultra-scenic drives. You’ll 
also pause for everything from turf-roofed churches and 
soaks in Mývatn’s hot springs to the summertime puffins off 
the Snæfellsnes Peninsula and the chance to walk behind 
waterfalls in the south. The volcanic scenery of the northeast 
is a special highlight – as is the monolithic Vatnajökull Glacier.

prices from £1,330 pp incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, select 
transfers, 9 nights b&b accommodation & 8 days car hire. For a full, day-by-
day itinerary, visit wexas.com/137958.

If Norway has the Nordics’ most scenic roads, then Iceland has its most impressive sights. 
Of course, you’ve got to enjoy the city buzz of Reykjavik and the volcanic icons of the 
Golden Circle, but be sure to also get off the beaten track. I always recommend hiring a 
car to head out to the country’s further reaches – the waterfalls, hot springs and geysers 
are just as impressive, but you’ll avoid the crowds. These are my two favourite itineraries.

S C A N D I N AV I A  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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THE 
INSIDE 
TRACK

There’s perhaps nothing more evocative of the 
indulgences of yesteryear than a luxury rail 
journey, whether you’re sipping cocktails in the 
bar car, watching the world go by from your 
private cabin or dining on multi-course fineries in 
the restaurant carriage. So, with our destination 
experts reporting back from the rails, we’ve 
picked out some of the finest rail journeys the 
world over.

If you’re after epic scenery, follow Krishna’s 
journey on Canada’s Rocky Mountaineer. 
But, if you’re struggling to choose between 
contemporary élan and traditional opulence, 
consider Rachel’s comparison of Peru’s Andean 
Explorer and India’s Maharajas’ Express.

We’ve also got plenty of insider tips. For 
example, did you know that, in order to add some 
extra balance, the champagne flutes on the 
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express have thickened 
bases? While, further afield, Adam examines the 
Eastern & Oriental’s exciting new celebrity-chef 
departures for 2019.

For further detail on the world’s greatest luxury 
rail journeys, head to wexas.com/rail or order 
your complimentary Rail & Cruise brochure from 
wexas.com/brochures.
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A legend in rail travel, the Golden Eagle Trans-Siberian Express takes in a 
vast region stretching all the way from western Russia to the remote wilds of 
Mongolia and the far reaches of the ancient Silk Route. Here’s what you can 
expect from the train and its collection of luxury journeys. 

Life onboard
The Golden Eagle – just the name 
conjures images of listening to a 
Tchaikovsky recital, played out on a 
baby grand as Russia’s wilderness 
slips by. Indeed, you’ll be welcomed 
aboard by a piano-accompanied 
glass of champagne, served among 
the darkwood grandeur of the bar 
car – the venue for afternoon teas 
and expert lectures. The restaurant 
carriage is equally delightful, with 
full-board menus of made-to-
order breakfasts and dinners of 
salmon caviar all washed down with 
included drinks. Then, come the 
evening, retire to your cosy en-suite 
cabin where plush sofas convert 
to both an upper berth and a small 

double bed. And, while all feature 
lcd screens and 24-hour service 
from personal attendants, upgrades 
mix in extra space, underfloor 
heating and a complimentary bar 
service. The wood-panelled Imperial 
Suites are a special highlight. 

Routes
The Golden Eagle’s iconic offering 
is, of course, its Trans-Siberian 
route (from £13,910 pp). Taking 
6,500 miles and 16 days, it 
traces soaring mountains, great 

Mongolian plains and Siberia’s wild 
expanse to sweep between Moscow 
and Vladivostok. And, throughout, 
you’ll stop for unique excursions, 
from yurt visits and champagne-
reception concerts to stops at 
frontier Tsarist towns.

There’s also the option of the 
shorter 14-day Trans-Mongolian 
Express (from £13,750 pp), which 
follows the same route but finishes 
earlier in Mongolia’s Ulaanbaatar. 
But, for something entirely 
different, look to the 21-day Silk 
Road journey (from £19,295 pp). 
Departing in April  and October 
2020, it begins in Beijing aboard 
China’s most-luxurious private 
train before swapping back to the 
Golden Eagle to travel through the 
‘Stans and on to Moscow. Expect 
Xian’s Terracotta Warriors, Gobi-
Desert camel rides, Central-Asian 
exoticism and Soviet severity.

TH E GOLDEN E AGLE : 
Journeys to the ends of the Earth

For more information on our Golden Eagle luxury rail journeys, call a 
Wexas rail specialists or visit wexas.com/103266.
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The Venice  Simplon-Orient-E xpress

LO N D O N  TO  V E N I C E

Your journey starts in London Victoria, where you’ll board the Belmond British Pullman, sipping Bellini 
cocktails in your wing-back armchair as the Kent countryside rushes past. Then, arriving into Calais, you’ll 
swap to the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, your steward showing you to your private cabin. You’ll settle into 
a world of bar-car cocktails and fine dining as you sweep through France, waking to views of the Swiss Alps 
the next day as a delicious Continental breakfast is served in your cabin. Then, following a three-course lunch 
and afternoon tea, the train crosses that famous lagoon and into Venice. 

PRICES START FROM £2,985 PP incl. return flight, private transfers, brunch on board the British Pullman,  1 night onboard the 
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express including all meals, & 2 nights b&b accommodation in Venice. For more information, visit wexas.com/101166.

While trips to Budapest, Berlin, Vienna and Istanbul are all available in both directions, the Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express, and its sister train, the Belmond British Pullman, will forever be known for that iconic journey between 

London and Venice. It’s all detailed below, along with some fascinating insights about the train itself. 
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. The piano in the bar car has 
to be religiously taken off 
and retuned, to keep it in 
tip-top condition

. In the four-course dinners, 
the cheese selection is 
served in the French style 
not the British – between 
the main and dessert

. Your cabin steward will keep 
the carriage’s wood-fire 
boiler stoked throughout 
the night, so there’s hot 
water whenever you need it

. The champagne flutes have 
shorter stems and weighted 
bases to avoid any spillages 
while the train is moving

. Although dressed in 
polished wood panelling, 
each cabin features 
such mod cons as air 
conditioning and wifi

. There’s an onboard post-box, 
where you can make use of 
the complimentary franking 
and elegant stationery to 
send a postcard home

. From the Lalique glass 
of the Côte D’Azur to the 
sophisticated black lacquer 
of L’Oriental, each dining 
carriage is different. And, 
you’ll get to experience 
them all, swapping between 
them for each meal

. The menus are particular 
to each route. Expect multi-
course banquets prepared 
by expert chefs, showcasing 
the likes of lobsters from 
Brittany or salt-marsh lamb 
from Mont St Michel



wexas.com . 020 7838 589450

“Better to go first class than to 
arrive”, wrote Paul Theroux in 
his seminal work – The Railway 
Bazaar. And, although Singapore 
and Bangkok remain two of my 
favourite cities, Mr Theroux’s 
adage certainly rings true aboard 
the Eastern & Oriental Express. 

On board you can expect all the 
luxuries of white-gloved service, 
from the jazz-club ambience of 
the open cocktail bar to the full-
board, multi-course fine dining. 
Think champagne breakfasts 
and such regionally inspired 
inventions as hoisin-glazed 
mackerel. Indeed, behind the 
carriages’ iconic gold-and-green 
livery lies a world of crystal 
glassware and wood-panelled 
corridors. The en-suite cabins, 
too, are appropriately dressed in 
Thai silks and Baroque detailing, 
whether you’re staying in the smart 
Pullman Singles or the glorious 
Presidential suite. 

The journey
The train’s signature route sweeps 
through the Malay Peninsula to link 
the Thai capital and Singapore, 
plunging through dense rainforests 
and mapping the glittering Gulf 
of Thailand. It’s scenery best 
showcased on the open-air 
observation car. Taking four days 
and three nights to make the 
journey, there are plenty of included 

excursions to enjoy. Visit the famed 
River Kwai Bridge, cycle through 
impossibly verdant rice paddies 
and enjoy a cooking class held on 
a river cruise. The royal Malaysian 
town of Kuala Kangsar is a special 
highlight, where marble palaces 
are paired with golden-domed 
mosques. Lastly, I always highly 
recommend a stay either side of 
your trip. Not only does it help you 

Wexas rail expert Adam Hickmott introduces Southeast 
Asia’s most luxurious train and looks at what it’s got in 
store for us in 2019.

The Eastern &
Oriental Express 

R A I L  J O U R N E Y S  |  E A S T E R N  &  O R I E N TA L  E X P R E S S
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Conceived by the same people 
behind the Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express, the Eastern & 
Oriental is always innovating. 
Possibly its most intriguing 
addition is its street-art livery. 
After being “tagged” in the 
sidings of Bangkok, the train 
has embraced the city’s creative 
culture and one of the region’s 
premier street artists has been 
invited to decorate a pair of 
carriages. Take it from me, it’s 
a truly beautiful addition. And, 
alongside a mooted trip into 
Cambodia, perhaps as early 
as 2019, there’s a full range of 
unique journeys to look forward 
to over the coming months:

FABLES OF THE PENINSULA  
On 12 October 2019 the train 
embarks on an extended, 
weeklong route through the 
Malaysian Peninsula. Mixing 
in luxury stays in Raffles Hotel 
and among the tea plantations 
of the Cameron Highlands 
(pictured below), you’ll also 
take in Kuala Lumpur’s bustle 
and the colonial beauty of 
Penang. The visit to Baan Huay 
Yang, a humble Thai fishing 
town, is a particular highlight, 
accompanied by an island 
cruise and a seafood barbecue.

NEW YEA R CELEBR ATION  
A unique departure is set to 
welcome in 2020, with an extra 
day and night to enjoy the 
train and a truly special range 
of excursions. Aside from a 
memorable New Year’s Eve 
dinner and fireworks, you’ll 
explore Kuala Lumpur’s diverse 

heritage, enjoy performances 
of traditional Thai music and 
take in the colonial charms of 
Penang Island.

CULINA RY DEPA RTURES
To complement the train’s 
famous dining experience, four 
special 2019 departures will 
be hosted by a celebrity chef. 
Expect workshops, talks and 
curated dining experiences:

Janice Wong | 5 feb The winner 
of “Asia’s Best Pastry Chef”, 
a journey with Singaporean 
native Janice Wong promises 
everything from chocolate-
painting classes to indulgent 
afternoon teas. 

Luke Mangan | 1 mar Bringing 
his Michelin-starred experience 
to the Eastern & Oriental, 
prolific restaurateur Luke 
Mangan will lead you on market 
tours, deliver talks on local 
spices and whip up multi-course 
dinners.

Didier Corlou | 2 sep Having 
cooked for presidents and been 
widely published, Didier Corlou 
is arguably the world’s leading 
expert in French-Vietnamese 
cuisine, which he’s set to 
showcase in everything from 
gourmet dinners to on-board 
workshops.

Ian Kittichai | 8 oct With 
restaurants around the globe, 
a journey with the lead chef 
of MasterChef Thailand, Ian 
Kittichai, promises some of the 
finest meals in Southeast Asia. 

get over the flight, but you’ll be able 
to explore the colourful chaos of 
Bangkok and the skyscraping glitz 
of Singapore.

An 11-day journey between 
bangkok and singapore 
starts from £3,695 pp incl. 
flights, uk airport lounge access, 
private transfers, 5 nights b&b 
accommodation & 3 nights aboard the 
Eastern & Oriental Express incl. all 
meals, drinks & excursions. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/101826.
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SAVE UP TO

£135 PP
Book by 31 Jan 19 
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First impressions were excellent 
– teas and coffees served in 
an exclusive lounge and a red 
carpet rolled out at the train’s 
private terminus. With the famous 
Canadian hospitality on beaming 
display, I’d immediately forgotten 
about the early start. We were about 
to set off on Rocky Mountaineer’s 
signature two-day route between 
Vancouver and Banff, with the 
city limits quickly slipping away to 
reveal stunning views of the rugged 
Cascade mountains. 

Winding along river canyons and 
carving through dense forests, I 
was lucky enough to be travelling 
in the split-level GoldLeaf Service 
coach. Here, views are invited in 
by overhead domes and meals are 
taken in the first-floor restaurant. My 
breakfast of field-berry parfait was 
superb – as was my lunch of roasted 
vegetable ravioli, tossed in a light 

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER

An insider’s guide

tomato sauce. I was also pleased to 
note the inclusion of accessibility 
lifts to link the two levels.

After the lush-green fields of 
the Fraser Valley, we soon found 
ourselves striking into the desert-
like bc interior. It was enough to 
start a thirst, and thankfully the 
complimentary drinks service was 
on hand to offer me my favourite 
morning tipple – a bloody mary. The 
service was impeccable, with hosts 
always on hand to point out the 
sights and any passing wildlife. No 
grizzles for me, but I was pleased 
to spot a pair of eagles as cheese 
and wine was served. Then, skirting 
Kamloops Lake, we arrived at its 
eponymous town to spend the night.

The next day, we set off into the 
Rockies proper, travelling alongside 
wild ranchlands and up over high 
mountain passes. My tip? Make 
sure to use the outdoor viewing 
platform to get the best photos. As 
we travelled, we also charted the 
region’s rich locomotive history, 
plunging through century-old 
tunnels before ending with Lake 
Louise’s pretty shimmer.

Words by 
Krishna Gosh, 
Wexas luxury 
rail specialist.

R A I L  J O U R N E Y S  |  R O C K Y  M O U N TA I N E E R

Your itinerary includes:
· International flights
· uk airport lounge access
· All transfers 
· 2 days onboard Rocky 

Mountaineer
· All breakfasts, lunches and 

beverages onboard
· 5 nights accommodation, 

including a night in 
Vancouver

· National Parks Pass
· Luggage handling
· Exclusive excursions:

· Panoramic helicopter tour
· Vancouver culinary 

walking tour or wildlife 
cruise on Howe Sound

· Tour of Yoho Park
· Banff Gondola
· Lake Louise to Banff and 

Banff to Calgary tours

From here, I highly recommend 
taking a few extra days to tour the 
Rockies. My trip highlights included 
Yoho National Park’s Emerald Lake, 
Banff’s mountain-climbing cable 
car and a helicopter flight over 
the Rockies, before I ended with 
Calgary’s Wild-West brashness. 
In all, having been lucky enough to 
travel on luxury rail journeys all over 
the world, Rocky Mountaineer is 
perhaps the most scenic option. It’s a 
true once-in-a-lifetime experience.

WITH INCLUDED TOURING 
EITHER SIDE, KRISHNA’S 
7-DAY JOURNEY IS AVAILABLE 
FROM £2,550 PP. The inclusions 
are outlined below, but for more 
information and a full, day-by-day 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/103892. 
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Pair a journey onboard Rocky Mountaineer with an ultra-scenic road trip in the Rockies. After a night in Vancouver, 
the train will take two indulgent days to bring you to Banff, where you’ll swap rails for road. Exploring the spectacular 
mountain scenery of the Kananaskis region, you’ll wind along glacial streams and green valleys, staying in luxury 
lodges as you explore the high mountain scenery of the Kananaskis region. Then, following a night staying on the 
shores of Lake Louise, you’ll finish in Calgary.

PRICES FROM £2,410 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, transfers, 2 days onboard Rocky Mountaineer incl. all breakfasts, 
lunches & beverages, 6 nights accommodation, 4 days car hire & select entrance fees. For a full, day-by-day itinerary and all inclusions, visit 
wexas.com/151653.

R O C K Y  M O U N TA I N E E R  |  R A I L  J O U R N E Y S 

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & KANANASKIS SELF-DRIVE
8-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

For some extra adventure, suffix a journey onboard Rocky Mountaineer with stays in luxury mountain lodges. After a 
night in Vancouver, you’ll board the train for a spectacular two-day journey to Jasper, where you’ll fly on to a remote 
hideaway in the northern Rockies. Here, helicopter hops will bring you out to ranging hikes among the snow-dusted 
peaks, before you return to spa massages, hot-tub soaks and full-board gourmet dining. You’ll then carry on to explore 
Banff’s national wonders and enjoy a final helicopter flight, before you end the trip in Calgary.

PRICES FROM £5,180 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, transfers, 2 days onboard Rocky Mountaineer incl. all breakfasts, lunches 
& beverages, 9 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b & full-board basis & helicopter tours. For a full, day-by-day itinerary and all inclusions, visit 
wexas.com/151741.

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & CARIBOOS LODGE HELI-HIKING
11-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY
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 When it comes to exploring the world by 
train, there’s  a seemingly endless choice. 

For some, it’s the destination that makes all 
the difference – be it Europe’s alpine giants 
and city greats, Australia’s Outback deserts 
or the wilds of Siberian Russia. But, it’s also 
worth considering the train itself – are you 
enticed by the glamour and intrigue of a 

bygone age, or are you looking for something 
more modern, more cutting edge? For 

inspiration, Wexas specialist Rachel Mostyn 
casts her expert eye over two contrasting rail 
experiences – the 21st-century stylings of the 

Belmond Andean Explorer and India’s opulent 
Maharajas’ Express.

R A I L  J O U R N E Y S  |  B E L M O N D  A N D E A N  E X P L O R E R

First to one of my absolute favourite destinations, Peru, and 
the Belmond Andean Explorer – a luxury train with a flair for 
strikingly contemporary design. Its interiors are the work 
of Inge Moor of The Gallery, London, her vision of an “an 
interior connected with the location” realised in ivory Alpaca 
tones, Andean slate greys and woven textures inspired by 
the region’s colourful handicrafts. Meanwhile, private cabins 
feature oversized headboards and chic furnishings. There are 
a variety of layouts available, with Junior, Deluxe and Twin, 
and Bunk options. While only the Deluxe features a seating 
area, all come with en-suite bathrooms and showers. And, the 
Andean environment influences much more than the décor, with 
regional flavours showcased throughout indulgent menus. All 
the ingredients are locally sourced and traditional flavours are 
presented with contemporary innovation. The afternoon teas are 
a particular delight, taken as the high-mountain scenery rushes 
past. It’s all washed down with a superb selection of drinks, 
including some of the finest South American vintages.

The train’s signature itinerary takes travellers from Cusco, the 
ancient capital of the Incan Empire, to Puno, and then onwards to 
Arequipa – a UNESCO-listed city built from white volcanic rock. 
In between, you’ll traverse the Andes’ highest plains to take in 
Lake Titicaca’s floating reed villages. There’s even the chance to 
disembark early to build in a stay at Colca Canyon, where condors 
soar over spectacular scenery dotted with pre-Incan architecture. 
It’s a truly luxurious add-on to the country’s other delights, not 
least the colonial treasures of Cusco, the ancient delights of the 
Sacred Valley and that world wonder – Machu Picchu.  

Our featured 10-day Peru by Rail itinerary includes an overnight 
train journey from Cusco to Puno alongside expert-led tours in 
each destination and stays in a selection of stylish hotels.

PRICES START FROM £3,520 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, private transfers, 7 nights b&b accommodation, select meals, private 
touring & an overnight Belmond Andean Explorer rail journey between Cusco & 
Puno with all meals. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/101102.

Luxury rail journeys 

New world vs  
old world

BELMOND ANDEAN EXPLORER
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I’m fortunate enough to have travelled all over the world, and I 
can safely say that, for me at least, there are few destinations 
that offer the same intrigue as India. From the royal palaces of 
Rajasthan to Agra’s Mughal-empire icons, its grandeur knows 
no bounds. And, where the Belmond Andean Explorer shines 
in its chic sophistication, India’s signature rail experience – the 
Maharajas’ Express – is a lesson in unapologetic opulence. 
Expect immaculately groomed butlers, extravagant gourmet 
dining and a host of off-train excursions that showcase the 
country’s unique regal heritage. There’s everything from 
champagne breakfasts to sand-dune sundowners in the deserts 
of Bikaner. 

A range of itineraries include four-day dashes and in-depth, 
weeklong adventures that take in both the country’s north 
and south, with the most popular departures focussing on the 
princely state of Rajasthan. Indeed, even the shortest trips 
provide a superb introduction to some of India’s most celebrated 
attractions. 

My favourite is our featured eight-day Treasures of India journey, 
which begins with a luxury hotel stay and private tour in Delhi. 
You’ll then wind south through the plains to Agra, where an 
expert guide will introduce you to the grandeur of the city’s 
16th-century fort before joining you to watch the sun rise over 
the Taj Mahal – a truly unforgettable experience. Your next stop 
is Ranthambore National Park, a former royal hunting ground 
turned national park, home to a steadily growing population 
of royal Bengal tigers. You might just catch a glimpse of one of 
these magnificent creatures on a naturalist-led safari before 
heading west to Jaipur. Here, a sightseeing tour will see you 
explore everything from sandstone forts and marbled palaces 
to markets and laneways alive with wandering camels, buzzing 
rickshaws and turbaned traders. Finally, enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon of optional spa treatments before rejoining the train 
for the final leg back to the capital.  

PRICES STARTS FROM £4,170 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge 
access, 3 nights at The Imperial Hotel & a private tour in Delhi & 3 nights aboard 
the Maharajas’ Express in a Deluxe Cabin with all meals & shared excursions. For 
a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/102884.

SAVE UP TO

£905 PP
14 Apr departure only 

Book by 31 Jan 19

MAHARAJAS’ EXPRESS
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TIME TO 
RELAX

Sometimes only a holiday in the sun will do. It’s 
the chance to escape the bad weather, to unwind 
on the beach and to really indulge with spa 
treatments and some good food. But remember, 
whether you’re snorkelling with turtles in the 
Seychelles or hiking on Madeira, there’s also 
plenty of adventure to be had. 

So, over the next few pages, we’ve picked out 
our favourite getaway-from-it-alls for 2019. As 
always, they’re packed full of exclusive deals 
and offers, whether it’s the glittering waters of 
the Caribbean or a short hop over to Europe. 
However, if you’ve got another destination 
in mind that’s not featured, be sure to get in 
contact. We’ve got plenty of extra savings that 
we simply can’t fit in this brochure.

We’ve also paid particular attention to a new 
favourite – Abu Dhabi. Aside from its excellent air 
links, unrivalled opulence and intriguing cultural 
experiences, this Gulf jewel has emerged as a 
superb destination for year-round sun and sand. 
For our money, it boasts the finest beaches in 
the region.
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Relaxing Escapes
Over these two pages, we’ve picked out a selection of offers to some of our favourite resorts, 
each one made for relaxation. Whether it’s savings on the Algarve’s most luxurious property 
or complimentary half board in a Mauritian jewel, there’s plenty to entice, from Europe to the 
Indian Ocean and Caribbean. Just remember to hurry, these exclusive, early-bird deals are sure 
to sell out. And, if another destination appeals, don’t hesitate to get in touch.

B E A C H  &  R E L A X AT I O N  |  R E L A X I N G  E S C A P E S

Anantara Vilamoura  
t h e a lg a rv e

Bringing Anantara’s signature brand of ultra-
luxury to Europe for the first time, this is simply 
the finest accommodation on the Algarve. 
Fronted by an exclusive beach club, it features 
all-balcony suites, degustation dining and a 
championship golf course.

prices from £2,235 pp incl flights, uk airport 
lounge access, private transfers & 7 nights b&b in a 
Deluxe Room. Prices vary by departure date, please call 
for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

£165 PP
Select travel dates from  

1 jan – 31 may 19
Book by 31 Jan 19 

Hotel  Botanico t e n e ri f e

As the only five-star accommodation 
in northern Tenerife, this delightfully 
secluded option is just minutes away from a 
picturesque old town. Back at base, sub-
tropical gardens fringe marble-accented 
rooms, five restaurants and one of the best 
spas in Europe. 

prices from £1,225 pp incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, private transfers & 7 nights b&b 
accommodation. Prices vary by departure date, please call 
for a quote. 

SAVE 10%
ON BOOKINGS MADE  

60 DAYS PRIOR  
TO ARRIVAL

Book by 28 Feb 19 

Seaside Grand Hotel 
Residencia g r a n c a n a ri a

This ultra-luxury offering is the only hotel 
on Gran Canaria to have received the “Gran 
Lujo” classification – the equivalent of six 
stars. Expect everything from golden sands 
and Spanish-colonial chic to Michelin-
winning chefs and spa treatments.

prices from £2,065 pp incl. flights, uk airport 
lounge access, private transfers & 7 nights b&b in a 
standard twin room. Prices vary by departure date, please 
call for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

£125 PER 
COUPLE

Book by 31 Jan 19 
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One&Only Le St.  Géran 
m au riti u s

Set on the silver sands of its very own 
peninsula, this is an icon of Mauritian luxury. 
Everything is immaculate, from the near-
endless array of facilities and activities to the 
celebrity-chef dining and elegant rooms, all of 
which feature views of the bathtub waters. 

prices from £2,270 pp incl. flights, uk airport 
lounge access,  private transfers & 7 nights half board in a 
Lagoon Room. Prices vary by departure date, please call 
for a quote.

Constance Lemuria Resort
s e ych e l l es

This is a shining example of the Leading 
Hotels of the World group, where turtles 
still nest on a trio of blonde-white beaches. 
It even features the Seychelles’ only 18-
hole golf course, alongside spa treatments, 
show dining and luxurious, all-suite 
accommodation.

prices from £2,545 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, private transfers & 7 nights b&b in a Junior 
Suite. Prices vary by departure date, please call for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

£1,365 PP
Incl. 40% discount 

 & flight offer
Book by 31 Jan 19

Fairmont Royal  Pavilion 
b a r b a d o s

This is old-world luxury at its best. Think 
afternoon teas, cocktail receptions and rooms 
dressed in marble tiling, each with stunning 
views over the Caribbean Sea. Indeed, you’ll 
be right on one of Barbados’s finest beaches, 
offering the chance to swim with turtles.

prices from £2,295 pp incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, private transfers & 7 nights b&b 
accommodation in a Luxury Oceanfront Room. Prices vary 
by departure date, please call for a quote.

Blue Waters a n ti gua

Tucked away among near-private beach coves 
and 17 acres of stunning tropical gardens, this 
is a bijou Caribbean jewel. Private balconies 
and infinity pools take it all in, while spa 
treatments, a full range of water sports  and 
Antigua’s only PGA-rated golf course round off 
the amenities.
 
prices from £1,525 pp incl. flights, uk airport 
lounge access, private transfers & 7 nights b&b in a 
Superior Hillside Room. Prices vary by departure date, 
please call for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

40%
Select dates from  

6 jan 19 – 12 apr 20
Book by 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

35%
OFF ACCOMMODATION

Select travel dates from 
 21 Apr – 19 Dec 19
Book by 31 Jan 19 

SAVE UP TO

£640 PP
Incl. 20% discount, flight 

offer & complimentary  
half board

Book by 31 Jan 19 
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Abu Dhabi has long been a favourite 
among my clients. The giant Grand 
Mosque is a vision of marbled 
beauty, the Emirates Palace is a 
tour-de-force of Arabian excess 
and its Louvre houses a near-
endless collection of masterpieces 
in architectural brilliance. However, 
what you might not know is that 
the UAE features the best beaches 
in the Arabian Gulf. And, when 
you consider the year-round 

ABU DHABI
For alternative  
year-round sun

good climate, which is best over 
our winter, Abu Dhabi is an ideal 
destination for some white-sands 
relaxation.

In terms of just where to go, I highly 
recommend Saadiyat Island. It’s a 
beach-ringed jewel in Abu Dhabi’s 
200-strong archipelago, featuring 
everything from world-class golf 
courses and shopping hubs to turtle 
nesting sites and, yes, plenty of 

golden sand. This being Abu Dhabi, 
there’s also some superb luxury 
hotels here. The St. Regis and Park 
Hyatt offerings are my picks for their 
opulent suites and wonderful beach 
views. What’s more, the theme 
parks of Yas Island are just 20 
minutes away, and the bright lights 
of the city centre are even closer.

That said, you don’t even have to 
leave the city for some beach fun 
– two of my favourite Abu Dhabi 
hotels feature their very own. The 
Shangri-La Qaryat Al Beri pairs a 
pristine stretch of white sand with 

Words by Alison Nicolle, Wexas Middle East specialist.

B E A C H  &  R E L A X AT I O N  |  A B U  D H A B I
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some of the city’s finest dining 
experiences and spa treatments, 
while the aforementioned Emirates 
Palace features over a kilometre 
of beach, alongside suitably 
extravagant amenities.

Given the region’s surfeit of sights 
and compact size, it’s also ideal 
for exploring. After spending the 
morning on the beach, cool off in 
Yas Island’s waterpark, marvel at 
the skyscraping wonders of the 
city centre or shop to your heart’s 
content in one of the city’s high-
end malls. However, if you’d like 
something more, I’d recommend 
stopping off in Dubai, or heading out 
for a luxury stay in the desert. 

It’s the chance to immerse yourself 
in an Arabian oasis. You’ll be 
able to explore grand dunes on 

an evocative camel ride, and 
get your adventure kicks on a 
sandboard or a 4wd expedition. 
That’s all before returning to the 
lap of luxury, of course, and my 
hotel pick is the Anantara Qasr Al 
Sarab. In contrast to its beautifully 
remote desert setting, you 
can expect only the finest spa 
treatments, restaurants and 
luxurious suites, housed in a 
fortress of turrets and fountain 
courtyards. 

Inspired? An eight-day Abu Dhabi 
Desert & Beach Break is available.
 
PRICES START FROM £1,330 PP 
incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 

private transfers, 2 nights b&b at Qasr Al 

Sarab & 5 nights b&b at Hyatt Saadiyat 

Island. For a full day-by-day itinerary, visit 

wexas.com/153251.

GETTING THERE: 
ETIHAD AIRWAYS

Etihad Airways offers three 
daily flights from London 

Heathrow to Abu Dhabi and 
a twice-daily service from 

Manchester. Onboard each 
state-of-the-art aircraft, 

you’ll experience the latest 
entertainment with hundreds 

of hours of tv and films, 
including live channels with 

sport and news. Upgrade 
to Business Class for a 

Dine Anytime service with a 
dedicated Food & Beverage 

Manager to guide you through 
the range of dining options, 
before your seat converts 

to a comfortable lie-flat 
bed – all have aisle access. 

Then, on arrival in Abu 
Dhabi, you’ll enjoy a luxury 

chauffeur service to your final 
destination in the uae. What’s 
more, whichever class you fly, 

the airline’s “Extraordinary 
Abu Dhabi Pass” offers 

exclusive discounts on some 
of the region’s top attractions, 
from shopping deals to rounds 
of golf and indulgent spa days.

A B U  D H A B I  |  B E A C H  &  R E L A X AT I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  |  C R U I S E

SAIL
AWAY 

IN STYLE
As the industry continues to sway more and 
more passengers, there’s plenty new in luxury 
cruising for 2019. Scenic are launching the 
world’s first discovery yacht, Oceania have 
announced a $100 million overhaul to its fleet 
and Saga’s first-ever purpose-built ship heralds 
a new era in British cruising.

Throughout, we’ve showcased each exciting 
development with a specially selected departure, 
from luxurious forays into the Antarctic to lazy 
Mississippi sailings aboard a paddle-wheeler. 
As always, they’re packed full of special offers, 
including free premium economy flights, cooking 
classes with celebrity chefs and $800 of 
complimentary shipboard credit on a Dubai to 
Cape Town adventure.

There’s also plenty of expert insight. Our cruise 
specialists have inspected the ships, travelled 
extensively in their specialist destinations and 
sailed with the cruise lines they recommend. So, 
read on to find out about Europe’s finest river 
ships and exactly what to expect on a sailing to 
the high Arctic.  
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NEW FOR 2019:

I’m always impressed with 
AmaWaterways, and enjoyed 
a particularly delightful sailing 
onboard AmaSerena just this past 
May. At the end of it, I don’t think 
there was a single guest who didn’t 
give our cruise manager, Martina, 
a hug. So, I always follow their 
developments closely, and this is a 
big one – the launch of AmaMagna. 
Setting sail in May 2019, it’s 
set to be twice the width of its 
competitors.

As someone who loves both the 
intimacy of river ships and the 
amenities of their ocean-going 
cousins, this is excellent news. 
Indeed, despite the AmaMagna’s 
doubled size, it only features an 
extra 20 rooms, with just 196 
privileged guests served by 70 crew. 
We can expect an unprecedented 
amount of personal space, with 
the balcony suites ranging from 
33 to 66 square metres in size. 
The complimentary welcome 
champagne and on-shore wifi 
devices are nice touches. When substance meets style

AmaMagna

Words by Meriel Lowe, Wexas 
cruise specialist.

C R U I S E  |  A M AWAT E R WAY S
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ROMANTIC DANUBE ON AMAMAGNA
8-DAY LUXURY RIVER CRUISE

Sailing from Germany to Hungary, this weeklong itinerary gives you 
plenty of time to enjoy both the Danube’s storied sights and the 
luxuries of the  AmaMagna. You’ll begin with a pair of quaint Bavarian 
towns – Vilshofen and Passau – where the streets are cobbled and the 
church steeples are the tallest structures. Along with an expert-led city 
tour, your shore excursions (which are included throughout) feature 
the option of a hike up to Passau’s 13th-century hilltop castle. You’ll 
then be welcomed to Austria with linz, taking in its Baroque beauty 
before choosing between Salzburg’s Sound-of-Music sights and the 
Czech Republic’s Český Krumlov. It’s a vision of Gothic grandeur and 
Renaissance élan.

The choice of touring in your next stop, Weissenkirchen, is just as 
impressive. You’ll amble through next-door Dürnstein’s village charm, 
visit Melk’s palatial Benedictine abbey and end the day with a wine 
tasting of the world-renowned riesling varietal. It’s the perfect preamble 
to Vienna’s imperial prowess, which is showcased on a city tour or a 
bicycle trip to Klosterneuburg – a 12th-century monastery capped by 
sweeping domes. A pause at Bratislava, the Slovakian capital, then 
rewards with food tastings, a pastel-hued old town and a thousand-
year-old castle, before you end in Budapest. After comparing Buda’s 
medieval severity and Pest’s grand bathhouses, you’ll cap off your 
cruise with an evening sailing, watching as the city’s twinkling lights 
bring its Gothic Parliament to life.

PRICES START FROM £2,535 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, full-
board dining, all drinks with meals, pre-dinner cocktail hour & all shore excursions. For a 
full  itinerary and all inclusions, visit wexas.com/154094.

However, it’s perhaps in the ship’s 
amenities where the extra space 
really shines. There are no fewer 
than four, all-complimentary 
dining venues to choose from, so 
you can enjoy everything from al-
fresco sun to wine-bar specialities 
and the tasting menus of The 
Chef’s Table. It’s all paired with 
complimentary wines, beers and 
pre-dinner cocktails. 

If you’re anything like me, you’ll 
want to burn off any calorific excess 
with some exercise. It’s fortunate, 
then, that the complimentary 
spread of shore excursions 
includes options for castle hikes 
and riverside bike rides. Then, back 
on board, the walking track and 
heated swimming pool are paired 
with a Zen Wellness Studio, which 
offers complimentary fitness classes, 
and massages at an additional cost. 
Lastly, the AmaMagna even features 
the only open-water sports platform 
on Europe’s rivers, with a small 
sundowner boat offering intimate 
sunset trips.

Given its size, you won’t be 
surprised to learn that the 
AmaMagna only sails on Europe’s 
second-longest river – the Danube. 
It’s the same stunning route that 
I travelled on with AmaSerena, 
taking in a curated selection of 
the region’s great cities and off-
the-beaten-track gems. While 
you’ll have to book early for the 
special wine or Christmas markets 
sailings, I’ve detailed the ship’s 
standard routing to the right. I’m 
sure you’ll enjoy it as much as I did.

A M AWAT E R WAY S  |  C R U I S E
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It all begins with a 
luxury stay in Ho 
Chi Minh City. Here, 
old Saigon lives on 
in fading European 
architecture, while 
bustling markets and 
reaching skyscrapers 
represent the city’s 
new face. The nearby 

Viet Cong tunnels 
are a further 

highlight. Then, 
boarding your 

luxury river 
ship, you’ll 
settle into your 
private-balcony 
suite, perhaps 

enjoying a spa 
treatment or a dip 

in the sun-deck pool 
as you set off along 
the impossibly verdant 

Mekong Delta. Over 
the next few days, you’ll 

pause everywhere from 
lush-green islands to artisan 

workshops and market villages.

Then, hopping over into Cambodia, 
you’ll arrive in Phnom Penh. Here, 
the beautifully tiered Royal Palace 
and Silver Pagoda are contrasted 
by the country’s tragic past, 
memorialised in the Tuol Sleng 
Genocide Museum – a high school 
turned death camp. You’ll then 
continue through the Cambodian 
countryside to pause at copper-
ware workshops and Buddhist 
monasteries, exploring on ox-cart 
rides and small-boat launches. Your 
tour ends in Siem Reap, with a luxury 
stay in a French-Colonial hotel. 
From here, you’ll uncover all the 
mysteries of Angkor Wat – the great 
12th-century temple city shrouded in 
jungle. It’s a true world wonder and a 
fitting end to your trip.

 A 15-DAY APT HIGHLIGHTS OF 
VIETNAM & CAMBODIA RIVER 
CRUISE IS AVAILABLE FROM 
£4,345 PP incl. flights, uk airport 
lounge access, transfers, 7-nights all-
inclusive cruise, all touring & 5 nights 
accommodation with select meals. For a 
full itinerary, visit wexas.com/103674.

The Mighty Mekong  
        Highlights of Vietnam and Cambodia

APT’s signature Mekong cruise has become something of a Wexas favourite. 
Sailing between Ho Chi Minh City’s colonial charm and the world-wonder 
temples of Angkor, it showcases the very best of southern Vietnam and 
Cambodia. Along the way, you’ll pause everywhere from Phnom Penh’s 

golden palace to riverside villages and off-the-beaten-track monasteries. 
And, each stop is brought to life by a series of fully included tours, 
detailed opposite. Then, back on board, you’ll be treated to an all-
inclusive spread of gourmet dining and open-bar indulgences.

C R U I S E  |  A P T  R I V E R  C R U I S E S
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CELEBRITY CHEF LUKE NGU YEN
To bring an extra touch of authentic 
gourmet indulgence, APT have 
partnered with acclaimed chef, 
author and television personality 
Luke Nguyen. He’s even a judge on 
MasterChef Vietnam. And, on each 
Mekong departure, guests will be 
treated to everything from cooking 
classes and a tasting dinner in the 
ship’s private restaurant to a meal 
at Luke’s Vietnam House – one of 
the best-reviewed restaurants in 
Ho Chi Minh City. However, on 28 
November 2019, Luke will join a 
special sailing. The man himself will 
deliver exclusive cooking classes, 
lead you through the markets 
that shaped him and answer any 
questions on his life and work. 

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES
Across all luxury sailings with 
APT, you can expect a full range 
of Signature Experiences. On 
top of the usual expert-led tours, 
they’re designed to be exclusive, 
unique events that make your time 
away that bit more special. Think 
private concerts held in Vienna’s 
City Palace, a Maori feast in New 
Zealand and a chartered luxury rail 
journey in Austria. And, those on 
our featured Mekong sailing are 
particularly exciting. You’ll take in 
everything from a tunnel network 
once used by Viet Cong to the 
sunrise over Angkor Wat, toasted 
with a glass of bubbly, of course.

FREEDOM OF CHOICE SIGHTSEEING
One of the many reasons that our 
clients return to APT time and 
time again is their flexibility on 
shore excursions. Whatever you’re 
interested in, there’s an option for 
you, whether it’s local history, active 
exploration or a special restaurant. 
On the aforementioned Mekong 
journey, there’s no finer example than 
Cambodia’s Siem Reap. Here, culture 
lovers  are treated to everything from 
a Buddhist blessing or a visit to a 
craft workshop to cooking or dance 
classes. Otherwise you might want to 
explore with a quad-bike adventure, 
or take things easy with a village 
bicycle tour, spa treatment or horse-
and-cart ride. What’s more, all are 
included at no extra cost. 

I NCLU DED ON A LL A PT LU XU RY R I V ER CRU ISES
. Private home-to-airport transfers
. Flights from the uk
. Freedom of Choice sightseeing & dining
. Signature Experiences, from sunrise champagne 

receptions to private banquets 

. All gourmet meals when onboard

. Select complimentary beverages on ship

. Services of expert local guides and an APT 
Cruise Director

. All tipping, port charges and overseas transfers

A P T  R I V E R  C R U I S E S  |  C R U I S E
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The Silver Spirit has been a Wexas 
favourite ever since it launched 
back in 2009, cementing Silversea 
at the very top of the luxury cruise 
industry. But, with its flagship 
status stripped by the Silver Muse 
nearly two years ago, I’ve been 
eagerly awaiting its 2018 overhaul. 
And, overhaul really is the word, 
with an entire 49-foot midsection 
inserted, increasing the number of 
suites from 270 to 304.

That’s not to say, however, that 
it’s without the refined intimacy 
that has become Silversea’s 

hallmark; there’s still nearly one 
crew member for every passenger. 
Each suite enjoys impeccable 
butler service, guests mix over 
expertly crafted cocktails and the 
2018 renovation has breathed 
fresh life into the ship’s Italianate 
designer sensibilities. Think Art 
Deco accents throughout, from 
rich leathers to bright pops of 
primary colour.

Though, it’s perhaps the change 
in dining that impresses most, 
with four new choices available. 
Expect everything from pan-
Asian delicacies and blue-lobster 
seafood classics to fine French 
dining and the best in Neapolitan 
pizzas and tapas bites accompanied 
by live jazz. That’s on top of the 
ship’s poolside grill and an open 
sushi kitchen complete with a 
wonderfully theatrical chef’s table. 

There’s also a new pianist-backed 
cocktail bar and the Arts Café, 
where barista brews are paired 
with sculptures and a curated 
book selection. What’s more, from 
the open champagne bars to the 
butler service in your suite, it’s all 
included.

Spirited Away:   
onboard Silversea’s new-for-2018 ship

C R U I S E  |  S I LV E R S E A

Words by Wexas 
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Horwell.



wexas.com . 020 7838 5894 69

Of course, all the updates are just 
that – additions. There’s all the 
usual Silversea luxury here, whether 
you’re unwinding with a massage 
in the spa, treating yourself to a 
manicure in the salon or taking in a 
full-scale production or lecture in 
the Venetian Lounge. There’s also 

everything from an observation 
library and cigar-and-whisky lounge 
to a casino and a state-of-the-art 
gym that hosts complimentary 
yoga and aerobics classes. So, to 
celebrate Silver Spirit’s new look, 
I’ve picked out one of its most 
exciting itineraries for 2019 above.

N O RWAY ’ S  FJ O R D S  &  A R CT I C
16-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Sailing from London to Copenhagen, this curated departure spans the length of Norway, dipping into its dramatic 
fjords and mapping its cragged, island-dotted coast. As you go, you’ll showcase both historic towns and natural 
wonders. Alongside Art-Nouveau Ålesund, medieval Trondheim, mercantile Bergen and cutting-edge Copenhagen, 
you’ll take in everywhere from Europe’s northernmost point to the dramatic Lofoten Islands. Here, mountain giants 
look down on sweeping fjords and stilted fishermen’s villages. Then, although Flåm and the southern fjords offer the 
chance to ride one of the world’s most scenic rail journeys, the Arctic is also a special highlight for its puffins and 
explorers’ history – all lit by the Midnight Sun. And throughout, you’ll sail in complete luxury, enjoying all-inclusive 
fine dining and open cocktail bars. It’s all detailed in Emma’s article.

PRICES START FROM £6,500 PP incl. flight, transfers, 15 nights aboard Silver Spirit, all-inclusive drinks & dining, butler service, 
unlimited wifi & onboard entertainment. Departs 12 Jun 19. For full inclusions and a day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154108.

SAVINGS OF UP TO

£800 per suite
Book by 31 Jan 19

S I LV E R S E A  |  C R U I S E
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Cruising has long been the ultimate way to explore 
the world’s great waterways. But, with Victory 
Cruise Lines guests can enjoy luxury voyages on 
boutique ships that sail to some of North America’s 
lesser-visited shores. 

Small but perfectly formed, ships have space for just 
200 guests, with Victory I, and its sister ship Victory II, 
designed to reach even the most secluded rivers and 
shorelines. The maritime feel is palpable throughout 
– whitewashed wooden ceilings contrasting pale-blue 
accents – and all staterooms and suites offer ocean 
views. Food and drink also plays an integral part in the 
Victory experience, from the Shearwater Dining Room, 
where menus feature the likes of rack of lamb and miso-
glazed cod, to the Cliff Rock Bar & Grille, where prime 
cuts and fresh fish are cooked to perfection on hot 
volcanic stones. There’s also live music to enjoy at the 
Seascape Tavern, while fine wines and crafted cocktails 
can be taken either in the Compass Lounge or up on the 
sun deck. But, it’s the destinations themselves that really 
steal the show, especially those on our featured Great 
Lakes itinerary, detailed to the right.

G R E AT  L A K ES  D I S COV E RY
15-DAY STAY & CRUISE

Following a pre-cruise stay in Toronto, you’ll set 
sail for Niagara Falls, navigating the Welland 
Canal for the chance to explore the vineyards 
and estates of Niagara Wine Region. You’ll then 
head on to the falls themselves to experience the 
famous Hornblower cruise; prepare for a soaking 
as you dip right under the spray. 

Rejoining your ship in Port Weller, you’ll sail 
on to Cleveland, Ohio, to explore the city’s 
vibrant collection of museums and markets, 
a delightful counterpoint to Detroit’s industrial  
grit. After taking in the exhibits at the Henry 
Ford Museum, the contrasts continue as you 
spend a day sailing on beautiful Lake Huron to 
arrive at Manitoulin Island in Georgian Bay. The 
largest freshwater island in the world, Manitoulin 
– meaning Spirit Island in the local language – 
is home to the Ojibwa people, part of the First 
Nation of Anishinaabe. The landscapes here 
are truly stunning; hidden pathways lead 
past jagged outcrops to ancient runes and 
gorgeous lake views. 

You’ll then head on, via Sault Ste. Marie, to 
Lake Michigan’s Mackinac Island, where tales of 
battles between the Americans and British are 
brought to life by the ship’s historian. Finally, sail 
to Chicago for an included two-night stay. 

prices start from £5,640 pp incl. flights, 
uk airport lounge, transfers, 2-nights pre- and post-cruise  
accommodation, a 9-night all-inclusive cruise with all meals, 
house drinks & shore excursions. For a full itinerary & departure 
dates, visit wexas.com/152603.

AMERICA’S GREAT LAKES 
with Victory Cruise Lines



wexas.com . 020 7838 5894 71

Built in Maryland and launched in 
2016, it’s the newest paddle-wheeler 
on the river, featuring the likes 
of floor-to-ceiling windows, full-
size bathrooms and the largest 
staterooms of any cruise ship. 
That’s not to say, however, that 
you’ll be without a certain historic 
charm. Expect everything from 
nightly live jazz and a sun-deck 
putting green to plush carpets 
and white filigree that bedecks 
private balconies. There are even 
onboard historians and naturalists, 
while complimentary shore 
excursions bring each stop to life. 

The full-board dining is equally 
impressive. Indeed, after the 
complimentary pre-dinner cocktail 
hour, you can expect the finest in 
regional favourites, with courses 
spanning from Cajun-spiced 
scallop starters to pan-seared 
tenderloin steaks and delicious 
desserts of bourbon pecan pie. It’s 
all served up with typical Southern 
hospitality from the all-American 
crew. To whet your appetite further, 
we’ve picked out the ship’s signature 
offering to the right, sailing between 
New Orleans and Memphis – a city 
celebrating its bicentenary in 2019.

There’s perhaps nothing more evocative of the Americana of 
yesteryear than a lazing cruise along the Mississippi in a paddle-
ship. It’s a chance to step back to the golden age of travel, reading 
Mark Twain as you hop between grand plantation homes, historic 
weatherboard towns and fascinating Civil War sites. And, to the 
right, we’ve picked out our favourite Mississippi offering, American 
Cruise Lines’ flagship – America.

THE MISSISSIPPI 
 by Paddle-wheeler

NEW ORLEANS  
TO MEMPHIS

11-DAY RIVER CRUISE

Sailing upriver, this curated 
route will see you enjoy a 
luxury stay among New 
Orleans’ French-Quarter 
heritage and Creole 
charm before finishing in 
Memphis – the “Birthplace 
of the Blues”. You’ll quickly 
discover that its moniker 
lives on in foot-tapping 
bars, legendary studios 
and Elvis’s Graceland. 
Along the way, you’ll pause 
everywhere from great 
plantation manors to Baton 
Rouge’s weatherboard 
idyll and Old State Capitol. 
There’s even America’s 
largest collection of 
antebellum houses in 
Natchez, while Vicksburg 
National Military Park 
is a further highlight – 
home to 1,325 historic 
monuments and 20 miles 
of reconstructed trenches. 
It’s all brought to life by 
included shore excursions 
throughout.

PRICES START FROM 
£4,100 PP incl. flights, uk 
airport lounge access, transfers, 
2 nights accommodation & 7 nights 
aboard America incl. full board, 
shore excursions & cocktail hour. 
For all inclusions & a day-by-day 
itinerary,  visit wexas.com/154321.

A M E R I C A N  C R U I S E  L I N E S  |  C R U I S E
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There’s no getting away from it, life 
above the Arctic Circle can be harsh. 
The endlessly shifting landscape 
of glaciers and ice floes is both 
ancient and fleeting, changing with 
the seasons and the fluctuating 
temperature of the sea. But, in this 
extraordinary, otherworldly land 
of snow, ice and rock, a surprising 
abundance of wildlife exists – 
species battle-hardened to survive, 
and thrive, in some of the toughest 
conditions on Earth. 

Some say it’s the magic of winter’s 
Northern Lights that really sets this 

80º NORTH

region apart. But for me, the perfect 
time to visit is summer, when polar 
bears prowl craggy shorelines, 
vast colonies of seabirds nest on 
soaring cliffs and walrus laze in the 
milky light of the Midnight Sun. It’s 
also a time for exploration as, in the 
region’s remotest reaches – places 
such as Svalbard and Jan Mayen 
island – the pack ice recedes to 
reveal once-frozen inlets and hidden 
bays, inaccessible during the long, 
dark months of winter. Flowers 
bloom across the tundra and hiking 
trails open up, revealing a landscape 
of immense scale and beauty.     

I’m often asked by my clients what 
is the best way to explore these 
vast wildernesses. And my answer 
is always the same – on a luxury 
cruise, such as those operated by 
Aurora Expeditions aboard their 
new ship, the Greg Mortimer. Named 
after the company’s founder – 
himself an adventurer of world 

with Aurora Expeditions

Wexas Scandinavia expert Becky Theriault heads 
deep into the Arctic Circle with adventure cruise 
specialists, Aurora Expeditions.

C R U I S E  |  A U R O R A  E X P E D I T I O N S
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renown – it’s been designed to 
make the most of its polar routes. 
Equipped with an ice-strengthened 
hull, it also features four sea-level 
loading docks, allowing seamless 
embarkation for the ship’s 15 
Zodiacs. At the stern, there’s a 
custom-built activity platform, 
meaning easy ocean access for 
kayaking, diving and snorkelling 
trips. Then, back inside, you’ll find 
everything from stylish suites, 
panoramic lounges and hydraulic 
viewing platforms to a fully 
equipped gym and a lecture theatre. 
It’s also the first ship to feature 
the patented, environmentally 
friendly Ulstein X-Bow® technology, 
allowing for faster and smoother 
sailings while reducing emissions 
and increasing full efficiency. 
Greg Mortimer’s impressive green 
credentials are further enhanced 
through minimal light pollution and a 
lowering of on-board plastic use.

Inspired? Take a look at our featured 
itinerary to the right.

ICELAND, JAN MAYEN & SVALBARD  
11-DAY EXPEDITION CRUISE

Discover the staggering beauty of Iceland’s Westfjords, Svalbard’s 
remote northwest coast and seldom-visited Jan Mayen – the 
world’s northernmost active volcanic island. Making the most of 
your expedition ship’s cutting-edge technology, you’ll steer close 
to the shoreline, taking in creaking glaciers and mighty icebergs, 
marvelling at dramatic bird cliffs home to thousands-strong puffin 
colonies and cruising past remote settlements hidden away among 
spectacular fjords. There’s also the chance to get right up close to 
the action with a programme of excursions, all of which, with the 
exception of sea kayaking, are included in the price. Strike out on 
tundra hikes and explore rugged coastlines by Zodiac, all the while 
keeping an eagle eye out for walrus and polar bears as they patrol 
the pack ice.

PRICES START FROM £4,210 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 
transfers & a 10-night cruise aboard Greg Mortimer in an Aurora Stateroom (pictured 
below) incl. all meals, snacks, tea & coffee, select alcoholic drinks with dinner, all 
excursions except sea kayaking (£700 supplement), lecture series, expedition jacket 
& loan of muck boots. Departs 12 Jun 20. For a full itinerary & all inclusions visit 
wexas.com/153909.

A U R O R A  E X P E D I T I O N S  |  C R U I S E
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It’s set to grace the Spirit of 
Discovery – the cruise line’s first-
ever new ship. With its inaugural 
sailing in July 2019, it was Saga’s 
opportunity to build something for 
the British audience from the ground 
up. Think complimentary afternoon 
teas, boutique all-balcony rooms 
and entertainment that spans from 
lectures and classical soloists to full-
scale theatre productions. Indeed, 
there are plenty of welcome little 
extras, whether you’re unwinding with 
a yoga class and massage in the spa, 
or enjoying a complimentary coffee 
and cake in the library. There are even 
free craft workshops on offer.

However, it’s perhaps the full-
board dining that stands out most. 
You can expect everything from 

Three of us from Wexas were in 
attendance when the man himself 
took to the stage, his eyes twinkling 
before he launched into that signature 
plinky-plonk jazz. We were at the 
Boisdale of Belgravia, celebrating 
the partnership between Saga and 
Jools Holland – a night of classic 
cocktails, fine steaks and great music, 
all wrapped up in an engaging supper-
club atmosphere. In short, exactly 
what Saga’s onboard Club by Jools 
Holland promises to deliver. 

The latest in British cruising  
Spirit of Discovery

Wexas cruise manager Scott 
Anderson joins colleagues, 
industry leaders and one of the 
UK’s most popular entertainers at 
a celebration of Saga’s first ever 
luxury ship.

C R U I S E  |  S A G A  C R U I S E S



wexas.com . 020 7838 5894 75

grand, multi-course dinners and 
pan-Asian classics to a sun-deck 
grill and just-caught seafood. The 
lobster thermidor and sushi rolls 
sound particularly appetising. It’s 
all washed down with an included 
selection of fine international wines. 
And, with complimentary 24-hour 
room service, there’s always the 
option of taking your meal on your 
private balcony. Then, if you’re 
anything like me, you might want 
to cap it all off with a cocktail 
and something bubbly in the 
champagne bar. 

To celebrate its launch, I’ve picked 
out a particularly special sailing 
above. Of course, you’ll be treated to 
the same twinkling eyes and ivories 
as we were. 

GOURMET SPAIN WITH JOOLS HOLLAND
15-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

This is the Spirit of Discovery’s second ever departure, something celebrated by whale spotting with the 
experts from orca, cooking classes from Ready Steady Cook’s celebrity chef Kevin Woodford and, yes, 
performances by Jools Holland himself. That’s on top of a curated route. Along with the city icons of Barcelona 
and Lisbon, you’ll take in everything from Gibraltar’s unique beauty to Cartagena’s Roman heritage and the 
Moorish castles of Alicante. You’ll even kiss France in the charming port town of Sète. Then, each day, you’ll 
return to classical entertainment, spa treatments and full-board, wine-paired dining. Indeed, this is a true, 
gourmet experience, not least for the wine tastings, on-board tapas bar and indulgent flavours of Spain. What’s 
more, as it’s a round-trip sailing from Dover, there’s no need to fly.

PRICES START FROM £4,150 PP incl. uk chauffeur service, 14 nights on board Spirit of Discovery, full-board dining, wines at 
lunch & dinner, 24-hour room service & entertainment. For full inclusions and a day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154311.  
Departs 3 August 2o19.

S A G A  C R U I S E S  |  C R U I S E
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There are many reasons why Regent Seven 
Seas Cruises are one of our clients’ favourite 
cruise lines. There are the ultra-luxury ships 
for a start, where world-class entertainment, 
access to the Canyon Ranch® spa and fine 
dining, premium wines and spirits are included 
in the price. That’s alongside spectacular 
suites complete with private balconies and 
marble bathrooms. Then there are the journeys 
themselves, a truly world-spanning collection of 
voyages that take in six of the seven continents. 
 
But, while other cruise operators make 
do with simply sailing from port to port, 
Regent’s immersive approach takes things 
that bit further. So, while you’ll be treated 
to the world’s cultural and natural wonders, 
visiting everything from iconic cities to 
off-the-beaten-track gems, you’ll also have 
the chance to really get under the skin of a 
destination. Their programme of unlimited 
free shore excursions means you can make 
the most of the places that matter to you, 
be it their history, culture or cuisine. And, 
unlimited really does mean unlimited. In 
each and every port you visit, you’ll be 
accompanied by expert local guides who’ll 
use their insider knowledge to bring each 
destination to life. 

If all that wasn’t enough, those that wish to 
delve deeper have the option to upgrade to a 
Regent Choice Shore Excursion. These one-
of-a-kind tours take a behind-the-scenes 
look at the world, be it a unique cultural 
experience or, on Seven Seas Explorer, a 
Gourmet Explore Tour, perhaps visiting an 
esteemed local winery or a leading local 
restaurant in the company of an acclaimed 
chef. These unforgettable experiences are 
available for a small supplement.

You can experience all of the above 
and more with our four cruises featured 
opposite. Taking in the very best of Asia 
and Australia, these luxury voyages offer a 
whole host of included extras. These range 
from not-to-be-missed value-adds such 
as complimentary spa or shipboard credit 
to pre- or post-cruise tours, which include 
luxury hotel stays, exclusive excursions and 
dining experiences, all at no additional cost.

Remember, this is just a small selection 
of the itineraries offered by Wexas and 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises. For more 
options, simply call our cruise specialists 
on 020 7838 5894.
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Cruises
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GREAT WALL TO ICONIC SHRINES 
19-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Enjoy the high life aboard Seven Seas Explorer as you sail 
through Asia in consummate style. It all begins amid Hong 
Kong’s iconic harbour, framed by ultra-modern skyscrapers 
and the temples of Kowloon. It’s a fitting contrast of old 
and new, a theme which continues throughout a voyage 
that brings you, via stops in Taipei and Okinawa, to the 
great cities of Shanghai and Beijing. Let included shore 
excursions introduce you to their gardens, temples and 
Great Wall icons before hopping over to Seoul for the 
chance to peer across the dmz into North Korea. You’ll 
wrap things up in Tokyo and Japan, where you’ll make land 
in seldom-visited Hososhima before taking in Kyoto’s pretty 
gardens and atmospheric geisha district. 

prices from £9,205 pp incl. flights & transfers. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/154318. Departs 20 Mar 21.
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THE GREATNESS OF AUSTRALIA
21-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

This cruise aboard Seven Seas Voyager perfectly pairs 
the tropical beauty of Indonesia and northern Australia 
with some of the region’s greatest cities. Setting sail from 
Singapore, you’ll be brought right in among the volcanic 
wonders of the Indonesian archipelago, taking in such 
contrasting delights as Borobudur, Bali and Komodo, 
the remote island home to those iconic “dragons”. You’ll 
then head to Darwin, gateway to the Australian Outback. 
It’s a wonderful introduction to the sheer drama of this 
remarkable country, which you’ll experience in even 
greater depth in Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef, before 
a city stop in Brisbane and your grand arrival into the 
world’s most famous harbour city – Sydney.

prices from £10,925 pp incl. flights & transfers. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/154207. Departs 19 Dec 19.

OPULENT CAPITALS & SACRED SHRINES
22-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

East meets Middle East on this spectacular sailing 
aboard Seven Seas Voyager. You’ll kick things off in Dubai 
before taking in the deserts and mountains of Fujairah, 
where dune drives and camel safaris will introduce you 
to its sandy expanse. It’s Mumbai next – a city famed 
for its glamorous Bollywood film industry – followed by 
stops in Goa, Mangalore and colonial Cochin, each one 
as illuminating as the last. Take in Sri Lanka’s palatial 
mansions and colourful markets, before a hop across 
the Bay of Bengal to Myanmar and the gilded spires of 
Yangon’s Schwedagon Pagoda. You’ll then bring things to 
a close with nights on Thailand’s idyllic Andaman Coast 
and in Singapore – a city celebrating its 200th year in 2019. 

prices from £10,145 pp incl. flights & transfers. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/154107. Departs 15 Nov 19.

ILLUMINATED SKYLINES 
17-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Our final featured sailing is again aboard Seven Seas 
Voyager. And, we’re back in Asia, this time setting sail 
from Shanghai, a city of ancient temples and cutting-edge 
architecture that truly showcases China’s dichotomy of old 
and new. Your next stop, Xiamen, is all about the past, which 
you’ll delve into with trips out to ancient temples and 19th-
century fortresses. You’ll then sail on to Hong Kong for the 
chance to shop in world-leading malls or pick up a bargain 
in the markets of Kowloon. Hanoi is next – the gateway to 
Halong Bay, which you’ll have the opportunity to explore 
alongside Hue’s vestiges of Vietnam’s imperial past. It’s 
all a delightful preamble to two of Southeast Asia’s urban 
heavyweights – Ho Chi Minh City and Bangkok.

prices from £7,425 pp incl. flights & transfers. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/154460. Departs 13 Mar 20.
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Set to launch in April, the Scenic 
Eclipse is perhaps 2019’s most hotly 
anticipated development in ultra-
luxury cruising. I know I’ve been 
following each announcement with 
bated breath, from the addition of 
an on-board submarine and a pair 
of helicopters to the truly mouth-
watering array of dining options. In 
all, it promises to be the world’s first 
discovery yacht.

Indeed, the ship features just 114 
suites, each with its own private 
balcony, complimentary mini-
bar and personal butler. It really 
does promise to bring Scenic’s 
signature brand of boutique, 
river-ship intimacy to the seven 
seas. In fact, there’s an almost 
1:1 staff-to-guest ratio serving up 
the likes of champagne in open 
bars and a spread of all-inclusive 

Introducing the World’s First 
Discovery Yacht:  Scenic Eclipse

Wexas cruise specialist Janet Welsh 
gets to grips with a new style of  

expedition cruising.

C R U I S E  |  S C E N I C  E C L I P S E
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ANTARCTICA & SOUTH AMERICA DISCOVERY
22-DAY EXPEDITION CRUISE

For many, Antarctica is the last frontier – a wilderness of dramatic ice 
formations and unique wildlife. But, sailing with the Scenic Eclipse, 
you’ll add in plenty of all-inclusive luxury. There’s perhaps nothing 
more evocative than sipping a butler-served drink on your suite’s 
private balcony as a whale swims past. There’s also plenty of chance 
to get up close and personal, kayaking next to icebergs, spotting 
giant penguin colonies on Zodiac cruises and stepping ashore to visit 
working scientific bases. You’ll also be treated to expert-led touring 
back in South America. After a luxury stay in Buenos Aires, you’ll enjoy 
exclusive sunset access to Rio de Janeiro’s Christ the Redeemer after 
sailing right up to the mighty torrents of the world’s largest collection of 
waterfalls – Iguazú Falls. It’s all knitted together by included flight hops.

PRICES START FROM £14,215 PP incl. flights, uk airport lounge access, 
transfers, 8 nights accommodation on a mix of b&b and half-board basis, all touring & 
11 nights aboard the Scenic Eclipse with all-inclusive drinks & dining. Departs Feb–Mar 
2020. For more information and a full day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/154211.

dining. There’s everything from 
chef’s table tastings and Italian 
seafood to a sushi counter, private 
teppanyaki grill and 24-hour in-
suite dining. Expect to pair plates 
of oysters with a crisp glass of 
pinot grigio, or cap off the night 
with a vintage single malt. For me, 
it’s always a big plus to not have 
to worry about the bill at the end 
of it all.

However, the crew isn’t just 
sommeliers and world-class chefs. 
You’ll be led on an all-inclusive 

programme of shore excursions 
by the Discovery Team, comprised 
of experts in their various 
fields with years of experience 
navigating some of the Earth’s 
most remote and spectacular 
destinations. You’ll also have the 
use of everything from kayaks, 
Zodiacs and snowshoes to the on-
board helicopters and submarine 
– subject to availability and an 
additonal cost. Then, back on 
board, you can rest up in the Spa 
Sanctuary. Along with full-size 
pools and Jacuzzis, the Scenic 

Eclipse also features the likes of 
a yoga studio, state-of-the-art 
gym and a selection of treatment 
rooms. It’s certainly my favourite 
way to end a day at sea.

To point you in the right direction, 
I’ve picked out what is perhaps the 
ship’s most interesting departure 
below. Although Scenic Eclipse 
will sail everywhere from North 
America to the Mediterranean, 
it’s a once-in-a-lifetime trip to 
the Antarctic that best befits this 
once-in-a-lifetime ship. 

S C E N I C  E C L I P S E  |  C R U I S E
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At Wexas, we always recommend 
Azamara for those looking to explore 
a destination in depth. Indeed, on 
each voyage, a specially curated 
repertoire of shore excursions is 
designed to get right to the heart of 
each port of call. Expect to meet the 
cricket legends of Barbados at their 
home ground, tuck into a hangi feast 
with a Maori tribe and be invited 
into family owned castles to sip 
champagne. 

What’s more, with late-night 
departures in select ports, you’ll 
keep exploring when others have left. 
With the day-trippers gone, it’s the 
chance to watch the Singaporean 
skyline light up or simply enjoy a 
quiet night in a traditional Greek 
taverna. And, each cruise includes 
a complimentary AzAmazing 
Evening®, ranging from an exclusive 
performance by the St. Petersburg 
Symphony Orchestra to a cocktail 

AMAZING AZAMARA  

C R U I S E  |  A Z A M A R A

ADRIATIC ADVENTURE 
10-DAY STAY & CRUISE

This curated itinerary is a full appreciation of the Adriatic’s most iconic 
ports. It all begins with a two-night stay among the ancient wonders 
of Athens before your classical education continues with some Greek 
island hopping, exploring cobblestone old towns and a vineyard-dotted 
countryside. It’s then on to medieval Montenegro and Baroque Croatia, 
taking in the great fortified cities of Kotor and Dubrovnik, before you end 
with Venice’s floating grandeur. Throughout, you’ll not only be treated to 
open-bar indulgences and full-board fine dining, but Azamara’s signature 
late-night port departures, offering some extra time to explore.

PRICES START FROM £2,035 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, private 
transfers, 2 nights accommodation & 7 nights aboard Azamara PursuitSM incl. drinks, full-board 
dining & AzAmazing Evening®. Departs 12 Sep 19. For a full itinerary visit wexas.com/154546.

SPECIAL  
FLY, STAY  
& CRUISE  

OFFER
Book by 31 Mar 19

reception and acrobat show at 
Valencia’s lauded City of Arts and 
Sciences. 

Sound inspiring? We’ve picked out 
one of our favourite routes below, 
where there’s the opportunity for 
everything from vineyard tastings 
to a private tour of a Corfiot palace 
led by the curator himself. For your 
AzAmazing Evening®, you’ll even 
be treated to a private audience 
with legendary Croatian cellist Ana 
Rucner, backdropped by views 
across Dubrovnik’s terracotta-
capped old town.
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Why Crystal Cruises 
are best in class

I admit it; I’m an unashamed foodie. 
I’ve got my favourite tables around 
the world, from the rivers of Europe 
to my London home. And, whether 
you’re dining at the causal bistro 
or the Michelin-inspired Waterside 
restaurant, for me, Crystal’s river 
ships rank right up there. 

Days are begun with made-to-order 
pancakes and omelettes, while 
lunch buffets feature the likes of 
Dutch fondue soup and perfectly 
roasted duck. However, it’s the 
dinners that really shine. Predicated 
on a commitment to “six-star 
dining”, you can expect everything 
from oyster Rockefeller to such 
destination favourites as beer-
marinated steak. The beef carpaccio 
is a particular favourite of mine.

For something special, I highly 
recommend booking onto an 
eight-course tasting evening at the 
Vintage Room. Here, the foie-gras 
delicacies come sommelier paired 
and the Opus One is excellent. 
But, it’s not just the dining that 
impresses. Superlatives abound, 

with Crystal sailing Europe’s 
only all-balcony, all-suite river 
ships, each featuring the largest 
accommodation on the Continent’s 
waterways. What’s more, every room 
category comes with an iPad and is 
butler served. They’ll be on hand to 
top up your minibar, press your suit 
or serve up pre-dinner canapés, all 
complimentary, of course. 

The all-inclusive indulgences 
also continue outside your suite. 
Where others might serve up 
a single choice of red or white, 
Crystal’s open bars offer dozens 
of choices, including no fewer 
than three champagnes. The only 
difficulty is choosing whether 
to take your cocktail on deck 
or to the relaxing sounds of the 
resident pianist. There’s also an 
indoor pool, spa and the daily yoga 
classes of the fitness centre to 
keep you occupied. Then, off the 

ship, you can expect a full spread 
of complimentary excursions. 
For example, on the itinerary 
I’ve picked out above, you’ll be 
treated to horse-and-carriage 
rides and a private concert in the 
courtyard of Budapest’s medieval 
castle. Do visit our website or give 
me a call to find out more.

C R Y S TA L  C R U I S E S  |  C R U I S E

V I E N N A 
R O U N DT R I P 

o n  Cr y s ta l  R a v e l

This week-long Danube 
sailing takes in imperial 

Vienna and medieval 
Budapest alongside 

cobblestone villages, grand 
castles and Benedictine 

abbeys. 

7-day river cruise from 
£2,095 pp incl. flights, transfers 
& 7-day all-inclusive cruise. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/154081.

Crystal has changed the whole concept of river cruising, 
taking it to a new level. I particularly love the choice 

of dining and the great wine lists.
TIM TAN, WEXAS LUXURY CRUISE SPECIALIST

Words by Wexas 
cruise specialist 
Tim Tan
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Sailing from the United Arab 
Emirates to South Africa, this is 
a true continent-spanning epic. 
It begins with four nights in the 
Arabian Gulf, taking in the glittering 
mosques and skyscrapers of Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi and Muscat – the Omani 
capital. There’s also plenty of 
opportunity to explore the region’s 
rich heritage, evidenced across 
medieval forts and desert oases. 
You’ll then hop over the Arabian Sea 
to arrive in India. With five nights 
cruising down to its southernmost 
tip, you’ll take in Mumbai’s colonial 
beauty, Goa’s golden beaches 
and Kerala’s impossibly verdant 
backwaters. 

After the infectious energy of India, 
you’ll then have a fortnight to sail the 
Indian Ocean. Stopping off at the 
Maldives, Seychelles and Mauritius, 
it’s the chance to discover your 
very own island idyll, backdropped 
by wildlife-dotted interiors and 
fringed with white sands. You’ll 
then arrive onto continental Africa 
with Mozambique’s buzzy capital, 
alive with Portuguese heritage and 
colourful markets. It’s the perfect 

prelude to South Africa, where 
you’ll sail all the way across to Cape 
Town’s Table-Mountain icons. Along 
the way, you’ll pause for Zulu tribes, 
Big-Five safaris and the Garden 
Route’s verdant beauty. 

Throughout your sailing, you’ll also 
enjoy all of Oceania’s signature 
luxuries. From usda prime cuts 
to the delicate afternoon teas and 
poolside seafood, the full-board 
dining is truly superlative – as are the 
butler-served staterooms, replete 
with 1,000-thread-count linens 
and Bulgari amenities. Outside 
the rooms, there’s also everything 
from spa treatments and live music 

to a nine-hole putting course and 
complimentary fitness classes.

prices start from £7,105 pp  
incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, full-board 
dining, unlimited soft drinks, wifi & shuttle 
service in many ports. For all inclusions and a 
full itinerary, visit wexas.com/153800.

Oceania  
Cruises
In exciting news, Oceania Cruises has 
announced a $100 million overhaul 
of its four 684-guest ships. We can 
expect everything from custom-milled 
carpets to giant chandeliers and 
marble bathrooms. There are also such 
nice little touches as USB points in the 
rooms. So, to celebrate, we’ve picked 
out what might just be Oceania’s most 
interesting cruise for 2019. 

OUR EXCLUSIVE FARES 
INCLUDE ONE OF 
THE FOLLOWING: 
· Eight free shore excursions
· Beverage package
· Additional $800 shipboard 

credit

DUBAI TO CAPE TOWN
34-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

C R U I S E  |  O C E A N I A  C R U I S E S

$150 SHIPBOARD 
CREDIT & FREE 

GRATUITIES WORTH 
UP TO $690.

Book by 31 Jan 19 
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Celebrity Cruises  
A revolution in luxury

The hugely ambitious project – aptly named The Celebrity 
Revolution – will see the gradual upgrade of their already 
award-winning ships to meet the exacting standards 
showcased in the recently launched Celebrity Edge – 
the first of their exciting new Edge-class vessels. With 
a projected spend of more than $500million, this re-
imagining will utilise the unique skills of some 500 leading 
architects, designers and engineers to create what will 
be some of the most luxurious ships at sea. 

On board, guests can expect the very latest in luxurious 
comfort, with brand new suites – designed to compare 
with the world’s very best boutique hotels. That’s as well 
as stunning relaxation areas brought to life with the help of 
visionary British designer, Kelly Hoppen mbe.   

And it doesn’t end there. There’ll be an expansion of the 
ship’s sea Thermal Suite – an indulgent spa experience 
first seen on Celebrity Edge – as well as a host of new 
shopping experiences and an exciting array of bars and 
lounges. Expect everything from gastropub specialities to 
creative cocktails and craft beers.

It’s set to be a busy few months for Celebrity Cruises. 
In fact, with the launch of two industry-leading ships 
and a full refurbishment of their entire fleet, it’s going to 
be nothing short of revolutionary.  

JAPAN IN DEPTH ON  
CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM 

14-DAY LUXURY STAY & CRUISE

The first ship to be given the Celebrity Revolution 
treatment will be the iconic Celebrity Millennium. 
And what better way to celebrate new beginnings 
than with an in-depth exploration of Japan during 
cherry blossom season. You’ll begin in Tokyo, 
where an included luxury hotel stay and expert-led 
guided tour – complete with pre-loaded transport 
pass – will introduce you to the capital’s blend of 
ancient history and 21st-century neon buzz. Then, 
setting sail, you’ll take in spectacular national parks 
and historic port cities, pausing to sample local 
delicacies and admire magical views of still-active 
volcanoes and the iconic, snow-capped dome of 
Mt. Fuji. It’s all framed in the new season’s blooms. 
You’ll even have time to hop across to South Korea 
to sample Busan’s big-port bustle before indulging 
in the ship’s standout facilities with two relaxing 
days at sea. This cruise departs in April 2020, but 
to secure your place you’re best to book early. The 
2019 departures sold out months in advance.

PRICES START FROM £3,195 PP incl. flights, uk 
airtport lounge access, transfers, 2 nights in Tokyo with a 
private tour & pre-loaded transport card, & a 10-night cruise 
onboard Celebrity Millennium incl. accommodation in an Ocean 
View Stateroom, all meals, select drinks, entertainment & use 
of selected onboard facilities. For a full itinerary & inclusions 
visit wexas.com/154316.
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Dreaming of 
California?
Whether it’s laid-back 
culture or a sun-kissed  
chill out you’re after, 
California has it covered. 

And we’ve got the flights – and famously 
good service – covered too. With two flights  
a day from London Heathrow to LA and  
San Francisco, as well as a new seasonal 
service into LA from Manchester starting in 
Spring 2019, your California dreaming will 
become reality in no time.

For the latest fares and special offers, call a Wexas USA specialist 
on 020 7838 5894.


