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PORTSIDE MAGAZINE
With so much happening in the cruise industry, we’ve got a bumper edition of Portside 
this spring. There’s appraisals of the latest luxury ships, profi les on 2017’s most-talked-
about destinations and a pair of reviews on two very different cruises. Bert Hyett 
travels the Rhine while Emma Sanger-Horwell journeys on the Mekong River to 
uncover Cambodia’s lost temple cities and  Vietnam’s fl oating markets. We’ve also got an 
exclusive interview with Kathryn Beadle, Uniworld’s managing director. Lastly, there’s 
the Portside Portfolio – a selection of our best luxury cruise offers. See the Northern 
Lights in Norway or sail again for free, or make the most of $500 shipboard credit and a 
complimentary three-night land tour as you discover the wonders of Southeast Asia.

The Luxury Cruise Company
The Luxury Cruise Company – a division 
of respected UK travel company, Wexas – 
specialises in organising holidays aboard the 
world’s fi nest cruise ships, river ships and 
expedition vessels. 

Book your cruise holiday with The Luxury 
Cruise Company and receive the following 
exclusive benefi ts:

One year Priority Pass membership
UK airport lounge access (fl y-cruise only) 
A welcome home gift

Personal service from our 
luxury cruise specialists
Our specialists pride themselves on their 
ability to provide the highest level of personal 
service and will do far more than just organise 
your holiday logistics. Instead, they’ll take 
time to get to know you as a traveller, helping 
you build a holiday that’s perfect just for you. 
The same dedicated specialist will handle 
your booking from start to fi nish, personally 
overseeing all elements of your cruise, from 
your initial enquiry to welcoming you home. 

Our tailor-made approach
Having travelled extensively, all of our luxury 
cruise specialists are also global travel experts. 
They’ll happily draw from their years of 
experience to combine your cruise with 
any number of pre- and post-cruise holiday 
options, creating a trip designed personally for 
you. Whatever your tastes and interests, we’ll 
help you plan your ideal holiday and organise 
it fl awlessly. 

Angkor Wat, Cambodia

All prices quoted in this brochure are correct at the time of going to press (9/05/17) and are subject to change and availability. Wexas Ltd, 
trading as The Luxury Cruise Company, holds an Air Travel Organiser’s Licence (ATOL), issued by the Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL 
number is 2873. All travel arrangements that include a fl ight are therefore ATOL-protected, meaning your money is safe in our hands. Wexas is 
also a member of ABTA, the Association of British Travel Agents. Our ABTA number is 91989/V2128.
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CRUISE NEWS 

First steel cut for Virgin Voyages’
new cruise ship

From fated cola ventures to world-fi rst space 
expeditions, there doesn’t seem to be an 
industry that Richard Branson hasn’t brought 
his signature innovation to. And, the fi rst 
cutting of steel marks the entrepreneur’s foray 
into the world of cruising. It was an event part 
practical, part symbolic and all media hype, 
with actors parading in red overalls and the 
machine itself emblazoned with the apothegm 
“Make Ship Happen”. It was Virgin at its brash 
best. However, there was substance too, with 
their fi rst ship promised to launch at 110,000 
gross registered tons, arriving at the Port of 
Miami in 2020. The impressive numbers 
don’t end there; its 2,700 passengers are to be 
accommodated in 1,400 cabins and looked 
after by 1,150 crew. 

But, living up to their company name, Virgin 
are seeking a little help on their maiden 
voyage. Announcing a whole raft of award-
winning creative agencies and engineering 
consultancies, president and CEO Tom 
McAlpin was buoyant: “The design collective 
includes some of the world’s most stylish fi rms 
who are creators of design trends not followers. 
Together, they are imagining a vessel unlike 
anything sailors have experienced before 
that will be a complete departure from the 
ordinary. With this group, we have a depth in 
creativity that brings a different perspective to 
space design at sea, that will change cruising 
for good.” McAlpin also aims to bring a sea 
change to the cruise experience, promising 
the same fl exible and innovative approach that 
has become the brand’s calling card in travel. 
And, with two sister ships set to join the fl eet 
in 2021 and 2022, Virgin Voyages is certainly 
one to watch.

Branson’s latest venture promises plenty of glitz

Miami, Virgin Voyages’ fi rst port of call
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Oceania announce new 
Cuba cruises for 2017

Following the sell-out success of its inaugural 
voyages, Oceania Cruises have put on six 
new departures between Miami and Cuba, 
sailing in November and December of this 
year. It comes as the island nation relaxes 
its visa policies, opening up the likes of 
Havana’s colonial grandeur, Santiago’s tropical 
energy and the French neoclassicism of 
Cienfuegos. As such, this is your chance to 
see an unspoilt Cuba, where cigars are still 
hand rolled and vintage American cars still 
trundle over cobblestone alleyways. It’s all 
experienced on Oceania’s Insignia where 
private teak verandahs, gourmet restaurants 
and informative lectures on Cuban history, art 
and music bring the rich exoticism to life.

The Magic Carpet on Celebrity Edge

Set to launch in autumn 2018, Celebrity 
Cruises’ newest ship, Celebrity Edge, heralds 
the cruise line’s continued commitment 
to innovation. And, with its 117,000 gross 
registered tons set to host 2,900 guests, it’s a 
whole new class of vessel, ushering in a truly 
impressive collection of inventive features. 
Prime among them is the wonderfully named 
Magic Carpet. This basketball-court-sized 
fl oating platform is attached to the side of the 

Hapag-Lloyd Cruises reveal 
new ship names

The adventure cruise specialists, Hapag-
Lloyd, have announced the names of their 
two latest offerings – HANSEATIC nature 
and HANSEATIC inspiration. Billed by CEO 
Karl J. Pojer as the only class of ships to offer 
fi ve-star comforts on expedition sailings, they 
promise to offer a unique combination of 
luxury and adventure. Along with Amazonian 
jaunts, the ships will focus on polar outings, 
with both vessels to be rated PC6 – the highest 
ice class for passenger ships. In turn, the sixteen 
on-board Zodiacs and E-Zodiacs will bring 
guests right up close to the sublime landscapes 
and unique wildlife of the Arctic and Antarctic. 
Each day you’ll return to gourmet restaurants, 
a watersports marina and ultra-contemporary 
cabins appointed in modern luxury.

ship, moving from the second right up to the 
16th deck. As such, it will serve as everything 
from an alternative restaurant to a late-night 
party venue and a sunset bar. But, that’s just 
the tip of the innovation iceberg. The Celebrity 
Edge is set to feature a rooftop garden, host 
to yoga, barbecues and fi lm evenings, along 
with “Infi nite Verandas”. Conceptualised by 
London-based designer Kelly Hoppen, bi-fold 
doors deliver both open-balcony fresh air and 
fl oor-to-ceiling, infi nity-pool-esque views. 
It’s the best of both worlds.

The Magic Carpet, Celebrity Edge 

MS Hanseatic

Havana Palacio de Valle, Cienfuegos
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Provincetown
Found at the extreme tip of Cape Cod, New 
England’s great, beach-lined curve that juts 
into the Atlantic, Provincetown has long 
been an idyllic artists’ retreat. And, its superb 
collection of galleries evidences a certain 
open-mindedness that has made Provincetown 
a favourite among the gay and lesbian 
community. Look beyond its colonial-revival 
centre – all high gables and picket fences – and 
you’ll discover vast beaches and wild coastal 
landscapes that frame some of the world’s fi nest 
whale-watching opportunities.

Rhode Island
As the smallest of the American states, it takes 
less than one hour to cross Rhode Island. But, 
just as it’s fi rmly attached to the mainland, 
don’t be fooled by its size as well as its name – it 
certainly packs a lot in. Get your fi ll of hidden 
coves, jagged cliffs and lonely lighthouses 
before resting up with its golden sands and 
turning inland for some of New England’s 
fi nest rural scenery. Quaint, half-timber 
villages look out over terraced vineyards and 
rolling farmlands, while its cities, Providence 
and Newport, entice with river walks, hipster 
enclaves and historically colourful architecture.

New England – that six-state huddle in America’s 
northeastern corner – retains all of the rural charm 
that fi rst greeted the pioneers some 400 years 
ago. Dense forests carpet reaching peaks and ring 
shimmering lakes – scenery that’s particularly pretty 
in autumn’s bright reds and deep browns. It’s a region 
that wears its rich history with pride, complete 
with charming colonial towns, crucial American 
Revolution sites and grand mansions that remember 
the advent of the Industrial Revolution. It all makes 
for perfect cruises, with over 5,000 miles of coastline 
host to everything from white-sand beaches to 
lighthouse-dotted fi shing villages. It’s not just for show 
either; New England is famous the world over for its 
fresher-than-fresh seafood. Expect buttery lobsters, 
just-steamed crabs and world-renowned oysters. 

Destination Profi le 

NEW ENGLAND

CANADA

U S A
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Who to cruise with
Many of the world’s leading cruise lines 
sail to New England, often tying in the 
likes of New York and Montréal. Here are 
our recommendations: Celebrity Cruises, 
Crystal Cruises, Holland America Line, 
Oceania Cruises, Ponant, Regent Seven 
Seas Cruises, Seabourn and Silversea. For 
more information, call our specialists on  
020 7838 5906.

Boston
New England’s largest city is also one of 
America’s oldest, a claim showcased in 
everything from harboured tall ships and 
Romanesque churches to cobblestone 
streets and that world-famous, 17th-century 
institution – Harvard. Take it all in on 
fascinating city walks, including the Freedom 
Trail which highlights many of the key events 
and sites of the War of Independence. You also 
can’t miss out on its seafood delights, all-
American sports passions and arts scene that’s 
thrived since the 1800s.
 

Acadia National Park

Maine lobster

Bar Harbor and Acadia National Park
Bar Harbor is the pretty gateway to Mt. 
Desert Island, its weatherboard houses and 
welcoming pubs a civilised contrast to the 
wild delights of Acadia National Park. Here, 
seals, beavers, black bears and even bald eagles 
animate a stunning range of geography, with 
whole mountains and lakes split by Somes 
Sound – a rushing, narrow fjord. As New 
England’s only national park, it’s a perfect 
answer to any overindulgence, with the likes of 
kayaking, horseback riding, hiking and sailing 
all on offer.

Portland
Unlike Rhode Island, Portland has a name 
you can believe in; this is a typically historic 
port town, complete with merchants’ houses, 
an energetic waterfront and miles upon miles 
of centuries-old redbrick. And, aside from its 
historic charm, this leafy city is a foodies’ dream. 
Here, seafood delicacies are washed down with a 
resurgent obsession for craft brews. 

Sydney, Nova Scotia 
OK, this certainly isn’t New England – it’s 
not even in the same country – but Canada’s 
Sydney is a natural endpoint for cruises up 
the American east coast. To get here, you’ll 
enjoy a scenic jaunt along the wild Atlantic 
coastline, watching as fi ssured cliffs give way to 
picturesque bays of white sands. As Nova Scotia’s 
English capital, Sydney is home to an attractive 
waterfront, perfect for evening walks that take in 
the to-ings and fro-ings of its historic harbour. 
It’s also a gateway to Atlantic Canada, where 
whales, national-park drives and pretty beaches 
compete for your attention. 
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Let’s get it out of the way – I’m a Tauck 
convert. There are few travel experiences that 
provide such an enriching way to explore 
Europe, something I feel qualified to say with 
over 30 years’ experience in the industry. 
Imagine waking each morning to views of 
hilltop castles and colourful villages – the best 
river stretches are saved for daytime sailing – 
and stopping at some of the Continent’s most 
fascinating cities and towns. And, it’s here that 
Tauck distinguishes itself from the crowd. Four 
tour directors, yes four, ensure every excursion 
and step is utterly seamless as local guides help 
them bring each destination to life. Expect 
VIP access to sights and lively commentary 
provided by personal  VOX headsets, meaning 
you won’t have to strain to listen. 

Our ship, the MS Inspire, was equally 
considered. All ultra-modern design and muted 
colours, it features the most space per guest 
of any vessel to sail Europe’s rivers – big is 
definitely beautiful. I was particularly delighted 
with my cabin, a Category 6. Sliding doors 
open onto a French balcony and the bed is 
angled to face the river, making the most of 
those floor-to-ceiling views. However, I was 
impressed with each cabin, with almost all host 
to a French balcony.  What’s more, the suites on 
the lower deck make the most of the scenery 
with an innovative split-level, ‘loft’ layout that 
showcases the best of the river views. 

The Luxury Cruise Company’s Bert Hyett travels in style 
along the Rhine, giving his expert opinion on one of Tauck’s 
signature journeys.

THE ROMANTIC RHINE:  
BASEL TO AMSTERDAM

Outside the rooms, the Inspire also enjoys the 
best of the Continental weather with a full-
length sun deck, complete with hot tub and 
even a putting green. To stay active, there’s a 
fitness room and bicycles available to explore 
the riverbanks, while a spa and massage room 
are on hand to soothe any sightseeing aches. 
In turn, the two dining venues – Arthur’s and 
the Compass Rose – are superb. Both lived up 
to my rather exacting (read: high) standards, 
with beef fillet Rossini and lobster thermidor 
among the highlights. I was especially fond of 
Arthur’s; named for the founder of the Tauck 
family business, it’s a more intimate venue, 
featuring a 180° opening glass wall. But, 
wherever you are on the ship, snacks and free-
flowing wine, beer and cocktails are available 
on demand, 24 hours a day. It’s all-inclusive at 
its all-time best.

Our itinerary started in Basel, a scenic riverside 
city with a great collection of museums and a 
delightful old town where cobbled streets are 
lined with half-timber buildings. We were then 
welcomed into Lucerne by its shimmering 
lake and ring of meadows and forests. After 
wandering the town’s narrow lanes, peaceful 
squares and covered wooden footbridges we 
had a choice between summiting Mt. Pilatus 
aboard the world’s steepest cogwheel train or 
heading out on the Alsace Wine Route. I opted 
for the former and was treated to some fantastic 
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IT WAS THE 
LITTLE DETAILS 
AND FAULTLESS 
SERVICE THAT 

MADE OUR TRIP 
SO MEMORABLE 

Heidelberg, Germany

views, while others were equally impressed 
with the tasting lunch menu. It was served 
at a 13th-century chateau built on a rocky 
promontory above the Alsatian plains. 

We then continued through the French 
countryside, waking up among the vineyard-
chequered hills of southern Alsace. The day 
began with a guided visit to Strasbourg, taking 
in its pretty canals, stately city residences 
and Gothic cathedral. Our next stop was 
Baden-Baden’s Art Nouveau villas and grand, 
colonnaded buildings – the perfect backdrop to 
some beer-garden relaxation. We also sampled 
some schwarzwälderkirschtorte; a delectable 
mouthful in more ways than one, it’s black 
forest gateau to the uninitiated. We ended the 
day being pampered at the Caracalla Spa – bliss!

Journeying north, I chose to visit Speyer’s 
Technik Museum over Heidelberg’s grand 

castle. It was a diffi cult decision but the 
museum’s vintage cars, 747 and space shuttle 
made for a very enjoyable experience, not least 
for the biergarten visit. In turn, day fi ve saw us 
arrive into Koblenz, where the Rhine and 
Moselle meet. A crucial Middle Ages trade 
centre, its historic wealth is remembered by 
medieval churches and Baroque residences 
– something showcased on either a guided 
walk or bicycle tour. We then journeyed past 
vineyards and ancient walled towns to arrive 
at Schloss Ehreshoven, a 14th-century moated 
castle surrounded by picturesque gardens. As 
part of an exclusive Tauck evening – one of 
their ‘Uncommon Access’ experiences – we 
were treated to a cocktail reception and a grand 
dinner with orchestral accompaniment. 

Our last stop in Germany was Cologne 
whose undisputed highlight was its Gothic 
cathedral. This UNESCO-listed treasure took 
600 years to build, rendering its twin towers 
in stunningly intricate carvings. We then 
concluded in Amsterdam for a private cruise 
through its 17th-century canal network – 
surely the most evocative way to see the city. 
We also enjoyed a private visit to the famed 
Rijksmuseum and its stunning collection of 
Rembrandts. It was these little details that 
made our trip so memorable, all helped by the 
staff ’s fl awless service. To borrow a phrase, I’m 
sure that “no” wasn’t in their vocabulary! And, 
I should know, I’m now a fully fl edged Tauck 
Certifi ed Agent, joining less than 1% of the 
travel industry. To fi nd out more, you can reach 
me on 0207 838 5828.

Schwarzwälderkirschtorte
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The fi rst of a new class of ships, the Encore 
was opened to the public in January of this 
year, built to meet the increasing demand for 
Seabourn’s lauded brand of ultra-luxury. And, 
with a third more passengers than its Odyssey-
class cousins, an additional deck and expanded 
public areas, it does just that, with its maiden 
voyage from Singapore to Bali selling out in 
just two days. It came as no surprise, with the 
company having built up a fi erce brand loyalty 
in its 30-year history – 50% of its passengers 
are repeat bookers. The Encore, along with 
its Ovation sister ship set to launch in spring 
2018, crowns a fl eet that is already the most 
modern and most acclaimed in the ultra-
luxury segment. However, while Seabourn’s 
outstanding reputation for service, signature 
style and gourmet dining are still evident, there 
are a plenty of exciting additions. 

Suites
Despite being larger than its predecessors, 
Encore is still a small ship, meaning you can 
expect a more personal level of service and a 
relaxed, private-club atmosphere. As such, a 

Ship Profi le

SEABOURN ENCORE

Seabourn experience is much like that of a 
luxury yacht, not least thanks to elegant design 
from the internationally recognised Adam 
D. Tihany. Expect sweeping curves, shining 
mahogany and rich colours throughout. 
It’s a sense of style that continues into the 
all-suite accommodation where even the 
lead-in categories feature a generously sized 
balcony, marble bathrooms and walk-in 
closets. And, you’ll be welcomed to their 
contemporary fl air, provided by white-leather 
accents and vibrant fabrics, with a bottle of 
champagne before you settle in to enjoy the 
complimentary minibar, tailored to your tastes 
by your attentive hosts. 

However, it’s the upgrades that are particularly 
impressive, with beds separated with curtained 
glass screens, whirlpool baths, pillow menus 
and even balcony-side soaking tubs. You’ll 
also enjoy the service of a personal suite 
stewardesses, who’s on hand to help you with 
anything from running a pampering bath to 
offering a pillow menu and personalising your 
nightly turndown service

Dining
Dining has always been a defi nite highlight 
of any Seabourn cruise, something that’s only 
improved with Encore’s addition of two new 
restaurants – Sushi and The Grill. While the 
former impresses with bento lunches, caviar 
and sashimi-grade fi sh imported regularly 
from Japan, it’s the latter that’s the standout, 
created by Thomas Keller – the celebrated chef 
behind a trio of Michelin-starred restaurants. 
As such, you can look forward to only the 
fi nest French and American dining, with 
the likes of lobster thermidor and premium 
steaks complemented by old-world wines 
and an impressive cocktail menu. Then, there 
are all the usual Seabourn classics, including 
The Colonnade’s inventive buffets, The 
Restaurant’s fi ne dining experience, The 
Patio’s casual poolside grill and The Square’s 
café menu of moreish pastries and rich 
espressos – perfect for energising those lazy 
mornings. For something more intimate, in-
suite dining is available round the clock, along 
with a gourmet dinner service that’s best taken 
on your private verandah. 

Seabourn Encore
cruise line: Seabourn   launched: 2016   crew: 450   guests: 604   
length: 210 metres   cruising speed: 18.6 knots   tonnage: 40,350
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Pool deck

AtriumFacilities
As you’d expect by now, the amenities aboard 
the Encore are truly fi rst rate. The ship’s ‘living 
room’ is the Seabourn Square, a welcoming 
lounge host to a well-stocked library, a series 
of boutiques and four concierge desks. In turn, 
there’s a full range of watering holes, with 
highlights including the piano-jazz of the Grill 
Bar, poolside cocktails, the Club’s chandelier-
lit dance fl oor and the stunning Observation 
Bar, furnished with glass sculptures and 
marble detailing. Outside, there’s an excellent 
pool deck whose teak surround hosts 
rattan loungers, hot tubs and waiters on 
hand to clean your sunglasses or offer some 
sunblock. However, it’s the Retreat that’s 
most impressive, consisting of 15 ultra-luxury 
cabanas arranged around a central whirlpool. 
Further relaxation comes in the form of the 
superb spa where saunas, steam rooms and 
a whole host of treatments are served up to 
spectacular sea views. It’s a vista shared by the 
next-door gym where personal trainers are on 
hand to advise between yoga sessions and the 
multitude of equipment on offer. It’s all based 

on a complimentary enrichment programme 
designed by Dr Andrew Weil. 

Activities
At each port of call, there’s a full complement 
of shore excursions put on, ranging from visits 
to UNESCO-listed sites and guided city 
tours to hikes, kayaking and wildlife trips. It’s 
a similar story back on board, with the Grand 
Salon hosting theatre productions, concerts 
and the famous Seabourn Conversations – a 
highly regarded lecture programme with a 
particular focus on your destinations. There’s 
even a bar service during shows. More 
informal entertainment is provided by the 
likes of the Card Room, trivia contests, galley 
tours and dance classes while the Casino 
excites with roulette, blackjack and poker, 
complemented by a cigar collection, of course.
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1  Can you tell us a little about yourself 
and how you got into river cruising?

 Having entered the travel industry 
straight from college, I worked for a chain 
of travel agents before moving into tour 
operating and then the cruise industry. 
However, to be candid, river cruising 
wasn’t on my radar until Uniworld 
approached me back in 2014 to establish 
a UK offi ce. Yet, just 24 hours into my 
fi rst trip with the company, my husband 
had stated that he wanted to experience 
a Uniworld river cruise every year, 
irrespective of how the new job went! 

The managing director of Uniworld Boutique River Cruise Collection
talks to Portside Magazine. 

ON BOARD WITH…  KATHRYN BEADLE

2  What does your day-to-day role 
involve with the Uniworld Boutique 
River Cruise Collection?

 What I love about my job is that no two 
days are ever the same. While my main role 
involves working with my brilliant team 
to promote river cruising and Uniworld, 
I also represent the industry as a whole in 
everything from education to regulatory 
issues. And, as Uniworld is part of  The 
Travel Corporation (TTC), I also work 
closely with other leading companies, 
sharing resources and best practices. It’s a 
busy life but a very fulfi lling one.

3  For any readers not familiar, can you 
sum up what Uniworld is all about? 

 Put simply, Uniworld is the world’s most 
luxurious all-inclusive river cruise line. 
We have an average capacity of 130 guests 
and one of the highest staff-to-guest ratios 
in the industry, allowing us to deliver 
impeccable, personalised service. Uniworld 
sails a total of 23 rivers in 24 countries, 
showcasing some of Europe’s most 
spectacular cities alongside the waterways 
of Russia, Egypt, India, China, Vietnam 
and Cambodia. However, being part of 
TTC is what really sets Uniworld apart. 
As a family-owned-and-run travel group 
of more than 30 top international brands, 
we’re able to draw on extensive experience 
in the luxury hotel and touring industry to 
deliver a new standard of service. 

4  The décor on-board all the Uniworld 
river ships is uniquely personal; can 
you let us know what goes into the 
design process? 

 Each ship in our fl eet is individually 
designed by Toni Tollman, head of global 
design for TTC and the creative force 
behind Red Carnation Hotels. To fully 
immerse our guests, each vessel features 
décor inspired by its destination. For 
example, the SS Maria Theresa takes its 
stylistic notes from the Danube’s history 
and architecture, its design combining an 
18th-century Baroque castle with the best 
in comfort and technology. In turn, the 

Lobby , SS Maria Theresa
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latest jewel in our crown, the SS Joie de 
Vivre [see overleaf ] is the embodiment 
of 1930s Parisian elegance, channelling 
Toni’s favourite French designers – 
Armand Rateau and Jean-Michel Frank. 

5  Jane McDonald was recently on-
board fi lming her TV programme 
– can you tell us a bit more about that 
experience? 

 It was such an honour to work with the 
team at Channel 5 to showcase river 
cruising to a mainstream audience. 
And, with thousands of enquiries, the 
level of interest exceeded even our high 
expectations. People who may never 
have considered a river cruise before 
now have a clearer understanding of the 
offering, and recognise why it’s such an 
appealing way to travel. I think Jane put it 
best herself: “I don’t know why I’ve never 
thought of a river cruise before”.

6  Uniworld recently announced a new 
sub-brand – U by Uniworld. Can you 
explain a bit more about it? 

 U by Uniworld is the fi rst cruise brand of 
its kind, pioneering river cruising for a 
millennial audience. It’s a concept tailor-
made for 21–45 year olds, combining 
Uniworld’s cruising experience with the 
youth travel expertise of our TTC sister 
brands Contiki and Busabout. Sailing 
the Rhine, Maine, Danube and Seine, 
our itineraries will focus on overnight 
stops in such major cities as Paris, Vienna, 
Amsterdam and Budapest. And, after 
exploring with the likes of night-time 
city tours of local hotspots, the 120 guests 
will return to one of our two fl awlessly 
sleek, fully renovated ships. Here, 
resident DJs, cooking courses, mixology 
sessions and even wine & paint classes 
make this a seamless way for a younger 
audience to experience Europe.

7  What’s next for Uniworld? 
 Under the leadership of our new president 

and CEO, Ellen Bettridge, there have 

The SS Maria Theresa, the Rhine Valley

been lots of exciting developments at 
Uniworld already. In addition to the 
unveiling of the SS Joie de Vivre, our new 
super ship, U by Uniworld is set to begin 
sailings in 2018 and our new campaign 
is in full swing. Termed The World is 
Your Canvas, we’re focusing on our ships’ 
original works of fi ne art, intricate décor 
and hidden design elements. 

8  Finally, can you sum up why our 
readers should take a river cruise 
with Uniworld? 

 Life happens along rivers and I strongly 

believe that river cruising is one of the 
best ways to travel and explore. It’s the 
chance to join together a fascinating 
series of cities and destinations without 
the need to unpack between them, 
giving guests the convenience, comfort 
and fl exibility to discover a region in 
their own way. And, travelling with 
Uniworld, you’ll experience each port 
of call at its authentic best, enjoying 
exclusive excursions and the fi nest 
accommodation, service and dining. 
Uniworld guaruntees an unparalleled 
holiday experience. 

U by Uniworld



14    020 7838 5906

The SS Joie de Vivre, Uniworld’s latest 
offering, is the fi rst super ship built at 125 
metres, as opposed to the standard 135. 
As such, it’s able to slip through France’s 
winding channels to dock at moorings that 
are simply too small for other ships. It can 
even get right into the heart of Paris on the 
Seine River. Indeed, as its name suggests, the 
Joie de Vivre is a love song to the French good 
life, exemplifi ed by its 20th-century Parisian 
design. As is Uniworld’s dynamic signature, 
expect to be transported back to the Golden 
Twenties with handcrafted furniture, fi ne 
antiques and original artwork. It’s a complete 
package too, with everything from the wine 
collection and supper club to the spa and 
farm-to-table cuisine enjoying a decidedly 
Gallic infl uence.

Suites
Given its bijou sensibilities, the Joie de 
Vivre features just 64 staterooms and suites, 
fostering a palpably intimate atmosphere. 
And, the colourful exuberance is invited 
into each cabin with bright splashes, adding 

Ship Profi le

SS JOIE DE VIVRE

character to dark-wood furnishing and 
marble-lined bathrooms stocked with 
L’Occitane amenities. You’ll also be treated 
to a handcrafted Savoir of England bed, 
complete with 100% Egyptian cotton sheets, 
pillow menu and European duvets. In turn, 
the suites are particularly impressive. Each 
individually designed and decorated, they 
all enjoy the services of a personal butler, 
on hand for everything from delivering 
your in-room breakfast and helping with 
your Nespresso coffee machine to offering a 
shoeshine or laundry service. The two Royal 
Suites also come with an open-air balcony 
and a soaking bathtub.

Dining
It won’t come as a surprise to learn that 
there’s a strong emphasis on French dining 
across the ship’s four gourmet venues. The 
main restaurant, Pigalle, features farm-
to-table specialities from the surrounding 
regions in four-course dinners, along with 
buffet breakfasts and lunches that come 
accompanied by made-to-order options. For 

something a touch lighter, head to Le Bistrot, 
the ship’s very own Parisian sidewalk café. 
Here, bistro delicacies are served up to pretty 
river views framed by dropdown windows. 
But, it’s Le Cave des Vins that truly stands 
out. Under the guidance of a talented chef, 
you’ll prepare a seven-course degustation 
meal using fresh, seasonal ingredients. It’s all 
washed down with paired wines, tailored by 
the ship’s expert sommelier.

Facilities
The eagle-eyed among you might have 
noticed that we mentioned that there 
were four dining venues. That’s where 
Claude’s comes in. This elegant venue, 
all sophisticated glitz and glamour, is 
transformed each evening into a tapas supper 
club where you’ll enjoy signature cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres and performances from local 
musicians. On selected nights, it also shows 
classic French cinema under the stars. For a 
more traditional experience, head to Salon 
Toulouse. A full-service bar featuring its 
very own art collection, it offers a superb 

cruise line: Uniworld   launched: 2017   crew: 52   guests: 128   
length: 125 metres   cruising speed: 10 knots   tonnage:  1,500

Suite
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SS Joie de Vivre

Suite
drinks menu and, in a nod to French cultural 
tradition, high tea hosted each afternoon.

Activities
As is the joy of river cruising, you’ll want to 
spend most of your time on deck, watching 
pretty towns and verdant countryside roll 
by. The Joie de Vivre’s even features a giant 
checkers board, along with the obligatory 
loungers, of course. You’ll also be able to 
reach stops missed out by larger ships, with 
each destinations brought to life by included 
tours. Guides use QuietVox headsets to 
deliver informative talks. And, when you 
return from your onshore excursions, you’ll 
have the option of resting up at the Club 
L’Espirit, the ship’s onboard spa. Unwind 
with a yoga session, pamper yourself with a 
beauty treatment and massage any sightseeing 
aches. Or, get your heart pumping with a 
session in the resistance pool or fi tness centre.
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Vancouver Island
It’s not diffi cult to get a taste of the Canadian 
wilds, even from the city’s downtown. A 
simple, hour-long ferry hop will bring you 
to Vancouver Island, a 500km-long stretch 
of diversity that careers between rainforests 
and meadows, beaches and rocky outcrops, 
mountains and rivers. It’s all animated by a 
stunning selection of wildlife, ranging from 
black bears to humpback whales. Explore 
with pretty hikes, kayak rides or simply long 
afternoons spent fi shing for salmon in babbly 
brooks. You’ll also fi nd all of that classic 
Canadian cheer in the island’s fi ercely proud 
communities, founded on logging and fi shing 
outposts.

Banff and Jasper 
As you turn inland into Alberta, you’ll quickly 
be greeted by the sight of the majestic, snow-
capped Rockies rising above their foothills’ 
old-growth forests. This is a land of epic road 
trips as high mountain passes bring you to 
shimmering lakes and hidden waterfalls. For 
the best of this continent-defi ning scenery, 
make your way to Banff and Jasper, a pair of 
national parks joined by the Icefi elds Parkway. 
This sweeping route showcases some of the 

Consistently found topping lists of the world’s most 
liveable cities, Vancouver’s charms are myriad. Wedged 
between sea and mountains, its natural setting rivals 
the likes of Rio and Cape Town while its creative 
enthusiasm sites it fi rmly on North America’s West 
Coast. Taste your way through artisan cafés and craft 
breweries, marvel at world-class art installations and 
sample what is Canada’s most vibrant dining scene. 
Predicated on the city’s multicultural past, you’ll be 
treated to everything from Japanese izakaya pubs 
to a full spread of just-caught seafood. Take it all in 
on cobbled-street walks through the city’s historic 
centre or a stroll along the city’s fi ve-mile-long 
seawall, fringed by mountains and dense forests. And 
Vancouver is also the idyllic springboard for ventures 
throughout Western Canada, detailed below.

Destination Profi le 

VANCOUVER

Orca,  British Colombia
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Who to cruise with
There’s a wide range of options for cruises 
to Vancouver and Alaska. Talk to one of our 
experts on 020 7838 5906 to learn more 
about our regional recommendations:  
Azamara, Celebrity, Crystal, Holland 
America Line, Regent Seven Seas, 
Seabourn and Silversea.

   

fi nest landscapes the Rockies have to offer, 
offering plenty of opportunity to stop off and 
take in one of the ancient glaciers that ooze as 
great colossi down ged slopes.

The Rocky Mountaineer
If you’d rather the train take the strain, the 
Rocky Mountaineer is for you. Ranking 
among the world’s greatest rail journeys, 
its routes skirt emerald lakes, map cragged 
mountain contours and cross raging rivers on 
wooden trestle bridges. All the while, you’ll 
enjoy stops in key locations, gourmet dining 
and views from panoramic windows; watch 
as bald eagles twist and turn to catch thermal 
currents and grizzly bears forage in the woods. 
And, if your driver spots something, he’ll be 
sure to slow down and point it out. 

Whistler
A drive along the Sea-to-Sky Highway from 
Vancouver will see you trace coastal curves, 
plunge through dense forests and wind up into 
giant peaks. Along the way, be sure to make 
a stop at Shannon Falls, a 481-metre-high 
waterfall. You’ll then arrive into Whistler – a 
pretty alpine town that made its name as a ski 
resort. However, outside of the wintry fun, its 
slopes melt into biking trails, hiking routes and 
championship-standard golf courses. There’s 
also a wide array of water sports hosted by 
its fi ve glimmering lakes. Our top tip? Take 

Moraine Lake, Ban�  Nnational Park

The Rocky Mountaineer

the Peak 2 Peak Gondola up to panoramic 
views of glaciers, extinct volcanoes and snowy 
mountainscapes from 7,000 feet.

Alaska
Vancouver is a perfect launchpad for cruises 
up to Alaska. You’ll follow a fi ssured coastline, 

sailing the Inside Passage to weave along 
narrow straits and past wind-carved islands 
to join the fi shing boats that stop at remote 
communities. This was the route that brought 
prospectors north during the Klondike Gold 
Rush, something remembered by a series of 
historic frontier outposts. It’s also possible to 
spot everything from whales and dolphins 
to bald eagles and puffi ns, backdropped 
by towering granite cliffs, white-dusted 
mountains and cascading waterfalls. Then, 
once you arrive into Alaska, you’ll be treated to 
a world of outdoor adventure. Stop off at Gold 
Rush towns and native villages as you make 
your way to giant glaciers, ancient rainforests 
and mountain passes plied by historic railroads. 
Don’t miss out on the region’s favourite sport 
– dogsledding.



18    020 7838 5906

The Edinburgh-Fringe-winning joke goes, 
“I’ve just been on a once-in-a-lifetime holiday. 
Never again”. But, I’d go back to Cambodia 
and  Vietnam in a heartbeat. From world 
wonders and city greats to fl oating villages 
and truly heart-wrenching experiences, 
Travelmarvel excelled. It was all showcased 
with well-thought-out tours, delightful 
accommodation and, of course, the small 
matter of a luxury river ship.

My trip began with a fl ight out to Siem Reap, 
the gateway to Angkor Wat. Over the next 
few days I’d fi nd my feet with market visits, 
traditional dance performances, a welcome 
dinner and a stay in the colonial elegance of the 
Raffl es Grand Hotel. The visit to Phare Circus 
was particularly evocative, portraying a girl’s 
struggles during the reign of the bloodthirsty 
Khmer Rouge through song, dance and art. 
However, it was those majestic temples that 
were the standout attraction. They’re a true 
highlight of world travel, remnants of a lost city 
where great stone spires, smiling sculptures 
and ancient fortifi cations peak out from dense 
jungle. My recommendation? Beat the crowds 
with a sunrise visit to watch the intricate 
stonework come to life in the dawn glow. I, 
however, can’t say the same for the deep-fried 
tarantula served at a nearby village.

It was then time to board our river ship – the 
RV La Marguerite. Toeing the line between 
colonial-era charm and contemporary élan, 
it was resplendent in teakwood detailing and 
private balconies, while a spa, fi tness centre 

Having just returned from a river cruise between Cambodia and 
Vietnam, our luxury cruise specialist Emma Sanger-Horwell 
fi nds out what makes the mighty Mekong so alluring.

CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM 
with Travelmarvel

and onboard Wi-Fi provide more modern 
comforts. I was particularly fond of the sun 
deck with its accompanying loungers and 
plunge pool. The dining was equally excellent, 
with plenty of options washed down with 
all-inclusive drinks. With local spirits and beers 
available free of charge throughout the day and 
complimentary wines served with meals, it was 
nice not to worry about a bar bill at the end.

Our fi rst stop, weaving along the Tonlé Sap 
River, was a fl oating village. It was a truly 
privileged insight into a world so removed 
from our own as we mingled with boating 
traders and drifted past houses built entirely on 
stilts. We then continued to Oudong, a town 
hidden among the foothills of Mt. Udong. 
Here, we jumped aboard an oxcart for a taste of 
rural Cambodia, weaving down backcountry 
lanes to golden Buddhist temples as inquisitive 
children came out to meet us with broad 
smiles. In turn, Koh Chen showed us another 
side of village life with a visit to a local school, 
dropping in on an English lesson to swap 
nursery rhymes with the pupils; their singing 
was better than ours! A good tip is to bring 
some pens and books to hand out. They’re 
always well received.

We then arrived at the Cambodia capital, 
Phnom Penh, an energetic city unlike 
anything we had experienced so far. Wasting 
no time, we made the most of our evening 
at leisure with a visit to the night market. 
However, it was the next day that had the most 
effect on me. Learning about the all-too-

Bayon Temple, part of the Temples of Angkor

recent atrocities committed by the Khmer 
Rouge at the Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng 
Genocide Museum – a high school turned 
executioners’ prison – brought me to tears on 
more than one occasion. It lent new weight 
to the keen optimism I’d been met with 
throughout my time in Cambodia. It’s an 
enthusiasm that was particularly evident at our 
next stop – the Royal Palace. Here, a proud 
guide brought us among its golden sweeping 
curves, illuminating each building’s regal 
purpose.

After a busy schedule, it was then nice to have 
a day to take in the Mekong’s scenery, with 
traditional river life playing out on its verdant 
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THE TOWERING 
SPIRES, GLOWING 
ORANGE IN THE 

SETTING SUN WAS 
A SPECTACULAR 

SIGHT 

banks. We didn’t even have to leave the ship at 
the Vietnamese border before being welcomed 
to Tan Chau with a fun rickshaw ride, weaving 
along palm-tree-fringed streets and touring 
the town’s silk factory. We then arrived into 
Sa Dec to visit the French-Vietnamese house 
that once belonged to Huynh Thuy Le, the 
lover of our ship’s namesake – Marguerite 
Duras. Then, it was on to Cai Be, a river town 
host to a fl oating market and a stunning 
Gothic cathedral. We also learnt about the 
local cottage industry with a visit to a rice 
paper manufacturer. 

As in Cambodia, we were also taken behind 
the scenes of  Vietnam’s chequered past, this 

time with a visit to Cu Chi. This subterranean 
maze is a vast network of tunnels used by 
the resistant fi ghters during the Vietnam 
War. It was all brought to life with a tour of 
their traps and a crawl through their narrow 
confi nes. We then ended in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Formerly known as Saigon, it’s a city with a 
wealth of history met by a buzzing present. 
The likes of colonial post offi ces, traditional 
temples and the Notre Dame Cathedral 
are sandwiched between glass-and-steel 
skyscrapers thronged with a steady stream 
of mopeds. It was also where I said goodbye 
to my new friends from La Marguerite, fl ying 
home with plenty of happy memories, and 
photos, to look back on.

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum

Market at Sa Dec, Vietnam

Emma with the monks at Angkor  Wat
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Icons of the Orient Cruise & Tour
£ 8,569

PENTHOUSE C

£ 7,959

CONCIERGE 
SUITE E

£ 7,659

DELUXE 
VERANDA F

hong kong    bangkok

 Discover the wonders of the Far 
East, taking in the city greats, 
ancient towns and natural wonders 
of Hong Kong, Vietnam, Thailand 
and Singapore

 Bookend your cruise with a 
complimentary luxury stay and tour 
of either Hong Kong, Bangkok, 
Chiang Mai or Angkor Wat

 Enjoy shore excursions throughout, 
ranging from river cruises and 
restaurant visits to cable-car rides 
and guided walks

DAYS 1–4 | UK / HONG KONG  Your included 
overnight fl ight will bring you to Hong Kong 
for a complimentary pre-cruise tour as you 
stay in fi ve-star luxury.  A historic hub both 
cultural and seafaring, you’ll map its diverse 
infl uences in everything from pretty colonial 
architecture to dynastical Chinese temples. 
Your fi rst tour will see you weave between 
bustling markets and high-rise waterfronts 
before a trip on a traditional sampan boat takes 
you out to a fl oating village. In between, a ride 

on one of  Victoria Peak’s iconic trams will treat 
you to spectacular, citywide views. You'll then 
see Hong Kong’s more traditional side, with 
visits to fl ower and jade markets, the beautifully 
tiered Chi Lin Nunnery and the rich exoticism 
of Nan Lian Garden.

DAYS 5–10 | HANOI  (HALONG BAY) / DA 

NANG  (HOI AN/HUE)  Transferring to your 
ship, you’ll settle in to enjoy the cruise, over 
the South China Sea, to Hanoi. The frenetic 
Vietnamese capital is a step back in time, its 
fading French-colonial architecture host to 
dim sum vendors and its communist rule 
remembered by Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum. 

It’s also the perfect gateway for included cruises 
on Halong Bay – a natural wonder of limestone 
mountains rising as green-cloaked monoliths 
from emerald waters. You’ll then arrive into 
Da Nang, a port city that retains much of 
its French charm. It’s also the launchpad for 
included tours to Hue’s ancient citadel and Hoi 
An’s UNESCO-listed old town. Here, Chinese 
fi shing nets, Japanese bridges, 19th-century 
pagodas and paper-screen temples record its 
rich past.

DAYS 11–13 | NHA TRANG / HO CHI MINH 

CITY  Your next port of call is Nha Trang’s 
white sands where your choice of included 

FINISH

Hong Kong

CHINA

Hanoi

Da Nang

Nha Trang

Ho Chi 
Minh City

Singapore

Bankok

START

EXCLUSIVE Includes $500 spa or shipboard credit per suite and free, three-night land tour

departure 04 April 2018   ship name Seven Seas Voyager   duration 19-day fl y-cruise & stay

Ports of call: Hong Kong, Hanoi (Halong Bay), Da Nang (Hoi 
An), Nha Trang, Ho Chi Minh City, Singapore, Bangkok

Halong Bay, Vietnam

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146733

EXCLUSIVE 
$500 spending money 
and free, three-night 

land tour
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

Seven Seas Voyager® is one of four all-inclusive, 
ultra-luxury ships. And, having recently 
undergone a dry-dock update, she enjoys 
a new sense of warmth – her public spaces 
resplendent with elegant furnishings, rich 
upholstery and custom-milled carpeting. 

Even the most basic of the ship's suites offer 
marble bathrooms, private balconies, king-
size beds and walk-in wardrobes, while higher 
grades include his-and-her's bathrooms, 

wrap-around balconies, expansive living areas, 
Hermes toiletries, iPhone docking stations 
and the services of a personal butler. When it 
comes to dining, guests can choose between 
four sublime restaurants, with experts from 
one of the world’s leading spa and wellness 
brands, Canyon Ranch SpaClub®, on hand 
to help you combat the calories. Alternatively, 
simply relax after your included shore 
excursions with an indulgent treatment that 
include a fantastic selection of massages.

On board the Seven Seas Voyager®

excursions features pedicab rides, tours of 
ancient pagodas and dips into rural  Vietnam 
where vast rice fi elds and fruit gardens are 
framed by sky-piercing mountains. You’ll 
then arrive into Ho Chi Minh City, taking in 
Vietnam’s glittering future in its skyscrapers 
and its rich past in grand colonial buildings and 
hidden temples. You’ll also have time to sail the 
Mekong Delta’s palm-tree-fringed waterways 
and head out to the Cu Chi Tunnels, an 
underground maze used by guerrilla fi ghters. 

DAYS 14–19 | SINGAPORE / BANGKOK / 

UK  Cruising back on the South China Sea, 
you’ll arrive into Singapore, an ultra-modern 
metropolis where British, Chinese and Indian 
heritage lives side by side. It’s all explored 
on river cruises, Botanic-Garden walks and 
trishaw rides as you take in everything from 
wet markets to 19th-century temples and the 
legendary Raffl es Hotel. Then, continuing 
around the Gulf of Thailand, you’ll end in 
frenetic Bangkok where golden palaces are 

interspersed with street-food vendors and 
Chinatown laneways. If you’d rather, you can 
swap your Hong Kong pre-cruise extension for 
three nights of post-cruise touring in Bangkok, 
Angkor Wat’s jungle-cloaked temple complex 
or Chiang Mai – a laidback alternative to the 
Thai capital, framed by temple-dotted foothills. 
Otherwise, you’ll fl y back to the UK on day 18.

Please note: The excursions detailed are for the 
2017 season and are subject to change for 2018.

Nan Lian Garden, Hong Kong

The Mekong, Vietnam
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Classic Hurtigruten Round Voyage
£2,299

Q GRADE

£1,550

P GRADE

£1,245

INSIDE CABIN
bergen    bergen

 Take in the sheer spectacle of 
the Norwegian coast, dipping 
through colossal fjords, pausing for 
mountain hikes and marvelling at 
ancient glaciers

 Tour Norway’s historic towns, with 
Ålesund’s Art Nouveau charm and 
Trondheim’s Gothic beauty

 Explore the Arctic wilds under the 
Northern Lights

DAYS 1–3 | UK / BERGEN/ ÅLESUND / 

TRONDHEIM  Your included fl ight will see 
you to Bergen and its Hanseatic wharf – 
the colourful front to a backdrop of seven 
mountains. You’ll then set sail north, past rocky 
skerries, for your fi rst taste of those dramatic 
fjords. Hjørundfjord is a particular highlight, 
ringed by the Sunnmøre Alps and framed by 
green meadows dotted by lonely mountain 
farms. In between, you’ll stop at Ålesund. This 
historic town is an Art Nouveau showcase, 
having been entirely rebuilt after its 1904 fi re. 
Your next big stop is Trondheim, an ancient 
city of manor houses and botanic gardens that 
are overlooked by a great, Gothic cathedral. 

DAYS 4–6 | THE LOFOTEN ISLANDS / 

TROMSØ / NORTH CAPE  After wending past 
lighthouse-lit channels and rocky outcrops, 
you’ll have arrived into the Arctic Circle, 
something marked by the regular appearance 
of the Northern Lights. You’ll also be 
welcomed by the 1,000m-high Lofotveggen, 
the majestic granite wall and sandy beaches 
that stand guard over the Lofoten Islands. 
Here, idyllic fi shing villages, craft brewery 
tours, cheese farms and Viking longhouse 
banquets compete for your attention. You’ll 
then continue north to Tromsø, the ‘Arctic 
Capital’, perhaps taking in its beautiful fjord 
setting with a mountain hike. Then, it’s on 

to the dramatic cliffs of the North Cape, the 
spectacular backdrop to fi shing villages and 
the traditional camps of the indigenous Samí. 
As the northernmost point in Europe, it’s your 
chance to stand on the edge of the world.

DAYS 7–9 | KIRKENES / HAMMERFEST / 

THE LOFOTEN ISLANDS 

Continue east to Kirkenes, a true frontier 
town. Here you can fi sh for metre-long 
king crabs and head right out to the Russian 
border on river cruises and ATV safaris. Then, 
you’ll retrace your steps, revisiting the ports 
that you missed previously. You’ll begin with 
Hammerfest, the world’s northernmost town, 

Typical Norwegian � ord scenery

HURTIGRUTEN OFFER  Includes Northern Lights Promise – if you don't see the Northern Lights, cruise again free of charge

departure 03 October 2017   ship name MS Richard With  duration 12-day fl y-cruise

Ports of call: Bergen, Florø, Trondheim, Svolvær, Skjervoy, 
Berlevåg, Kirkenes, Tromsø, Stamsund, Bodø, Ålesund, Bergen

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146732

INCLUDES
Regional fl ights – 

departs October to 
March
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

Playing homage to Hurtigruten’s rich 
past, the MS Richard  With is named for the 
company’s founder, who established the 
Norwegian Coastal Express in 1893. As such, 
the ship enjoys a classically nautical style, 
eschewing contemporary overindulgence 
to make the most of its spectacular sailings. 
It features its own Expedition Team that 
hosts both exciting shore excursions and a 
fascinating lecture programme packed full of 
information on your destination.

And, to showcase the best of Hurtigruten’s 
perfectly designed routes, there’s a sun deck 
along with a pair of panoramic observation 
lounges. There’s also plenty of opportunity to 
relax with the likes of a bar, café and library, 
while a fi tness room ensures that you're never 
at a loose end.  You can even return from your 
excursions to the comfort of a sauna.  Lastly, 
you'll appreciate the beautifully curated art 
throughout, adding a touch of contemporary 
style to the vessel’s maritime ambience.

On board the MS Richard With

where hiking trails lead out to island-dotted 
sea views. Then, it’s back to spend the night 
in Tromsø, perhaps taking in a midnight 
concert at the spectacularly avant-garde Arctic 
Cathedral. Your journey past the Vesterålen 
Islands is then perhaps your most spectacular, 
dipping through such narrow waterways as the 
famous Trollfjorden. You’ll also have time to 
explore the parts of the Lofoten Islands missed 
on the fi rst trip, perhaps enjoying horse rides, 
mountain hikes or fi shing village walks. 

DAYS 10–12 | THE SEVEN SISTERS / 

TRONDHEIM / ÅLESUND / BERGEN / UK

Continue past fertile farmland, steep granite 
walls and hundreds of islets to reach the 
spectacular Seven Sisters mountain range. 
You’ll also stop at Brønnøysund where you 
can taste your way through the regional 
delicacies, with prawns among the local 
favourites. You’ll then return to Trondheim 
to pay extra attention to its 1,000-year-old 
history, evidenced in wooden buildings and 

royal residences.  There's also have time to 
perhaps visit Kristiansund’s marble mine, its 
white walls illuminated by a crystal-clear 
lake, or enjoy one of the world’s most scenic 
drives; the Atlantic Ocean Road skips between 
islands on eight rollercoaster bridges. Your last 
day will then be characterised by yet more 
coastal beauty, with glaciers, lush orchards 
and cascading waterfalls seeing you back to 
the historic charm of Ålesund and Bergen, 
arriving in time for your fl ight home.

The Arctic Cathedral, Tromsø

Northern Lights over Tromsø
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Danube Refl ections – Westbound
£4,375

CATEGORY 6

£3,375

CATEGORY 2

£3,115

CATEGORY 1
vienna    regensburg

 Discover the storybook castles, 
medieval villages and vineyard-
draped countryside that line the 
picture-perfect Danube

 Let included excursions bring it all 
to life, ranging from wine tastings 
to walking tours and showpiece 
dining experiences

 Travel in luxury, with included 
fl ights, transfers and gourmet meals 
throughout

DAYS 1–2 | UK / VIENNA / BRATISLAVA

After an included fl ight to Vienna, perhaps 
spend some time exploring the leafy expanses, 
imperial palaces and Baroque boulevards of 
the Austrian capital. You’ll then be welcomed 
to your luxury river ship by a Slovak musical 
troupe and the fi rst of your indulgent dinners; 
you’ll enjoy all-inclusive dining throughout, 
including unlimited wine, beer and premium 
spirits. Arriving into Bratislava, you’ll then 
be treated to the fi rst of your walking tours, 
wandering the city’s cobblestone streets as 
medieval, Baroque and modern architecture 

vies for your attention. Highlights include the 
13th-century town hall and the Hapsburg-era 
palace – a lesson in dramatic excesss. You’ll also 
dip into the countryside, lush with vineyards, 
for a wine tasting at the 800-year-old � 
Červený Kameň Castle. It's your chance to 
sample the region's fi nest produce.

DAYS 3–4 | KREMS / DÜRNSTEIN / THE 

WACHAU VALLEY / GREIN Docking at 
Krems, a selection of excursions will bring you 
right among its highlights. There’s Göttweig 
Abbey, a mountaintop Benedictine retreat 
with Baroque architecture as impressive as 
its views, and Graffenegg Castle – a fairytale 

vision of gargoyles and turrets. Alternatively, 
stay on board to continue to the postcard-
perfect Austrian village of Dürnstein; be sure 
to climb the ruins of Kuenringer Castle high 
above the town. Then, you’ll sail through the 
Wachau Valley, admiring its castles, monasteries, 
ancient hilltop ruins and vineyards, sampled 
on a tasting event in Weissenkirchen. You’ll 
also pause at Grein where a walking tour 
will bring you among historic town squares, 
15th-century palaces and Austria’s oldest 
operating theatre. Otherwise, you’ll have the 
option of visiting the Mauthausen Memorial 
– a fascinating site dedicated to its infamous 
WWII concentration camp. 

Aggstein Castle, Wachau, Austria

Cerveny Kamen

Krems

Dürnstein 

Weissenkirchen

GreinMauthausen
Linz

Ceský Krumlov

Passau 

Munich

Regensburg 

VIENNA

BRATISLAVA

START

FINISH

AUSTRIA

GERMANY

TAUCK OFFER Includes such exclusive experiences as dining in a medieval castle in the Czech Republic

departure 12 October 2017   ship name MS Savor  duration 8-day fl y-cruise

Ports of call: Vienna, Bratislava, Dürnstein, the Wachau 
Valley, Český Krumlov, Passau, Regensburg

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146361

EXCLUSIVE 
No single supplements 
on Category 1 grades
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

With a maximum of 130 guests, this 443-
foot riverboat continues Tauck's tradition 
of providing the most space per guest on 
Europe’s inland waterways. While this is best 
seen in the giant Tauck Suites – the largest 
accommodation of any river ship in Europe 
– each cabin is delightfully proportioned 
and styled.  Whichever you choose, you’ll be 
treated to luxurious comforts, exemplifi ed 
by puffy white duvets, pillows of the fi nest 
cotton and 400-thread-count satin linens. 

There are also in-room movies for when you 
need a night in.

The indulgences also continue outside of 
your cabin, with everything from plunge 
pools and putting greens on the Sun Deck to 
a hair salon and complimentary internet and 
email service. There’s also a range of activities 
available, including enrichment lectures, 
nightly piano recitals, culinary demonstrations 
and bicycles available for use ashore. 

On board the MS Savor

DAYS 5–6 | ČESKÝ KRUMLOV / PASSAU

Docking at Linz, a full-day excursion – 
heading out through wine country – will 
bring you to Český Krumlov. Your walking 
tour will centre on Krumlov Castle, one of the 
largest castle complexes in Central Europe. It's 
host to pretty courtyards, gardens and palaces 
that range from Renaissance belles to Rococo 
beauties. You’ll also enjoy a private lunch at the 
Winter Riding School where 18th-century 
aristocrats exercised their horses; it’s now a 

lavish venue for concerts and balls. Then, after 
a cocktail evening, you’ll arrive into Passau – a 
2,500-year-old Bavarian town of pastel houses, 
riverfront promenades and cobblestone lanes. 
Given its grand old age you’ll be treated to a 
storybook mix of Roman, Italian Baroque and 
German Gothic extravagance. 

DAYS 7–8 |  REGENSBURG / UK

Arriving into your last port of call, you’ll 
have a choice of sightseeing excursions. 

Perhaps enjoy a trip to Munich, taking in the 
BMW Museum and the best of its Gothic 
architecture, or stay put to visit royal palaces, 
walk 12th-century stone bridges and marvel at 
the stunning spires of Regensburg's medieval 
cathedral. You’ll then be treated to a farewell 
dinner before transferring to the airport for 
your fl ight home the next day.

Melk, Austria

Bratislava, Slovakia
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Barbados & Caribbean Tradewinds
£5,549

SILVER SUITE

£3,349

VERANDA 
SUITE

£2,749

VISTA SUITE
bridgetown    bridgetown

  Showcase the sunny best of the 
Caribbean with stops at six idyllic 
islands where tropical verdure 
backdrops picturesque white sands 
and crystal-clear waters

 Immerse yourself among the 
region’s unique heritage and 
laidback life, calling into historic 
port towns to compare colonial 
beauty to Caribbean rhythms 

 Sail in all-inclusive luxury, staying 
in a butler-served suite as you enjoy 
complimentary champagne and 
indulge with included fi ne dining

DAY 1 | UK / BRIDGETOWN  Start your 
holiday with complimentary airport 
lounge access before your day fl ight out to 
Barbados. You’ll then arrive into the country’s 
effervescent capital, Bridgetown, where 
historic colonial streets and buildings are alive 
with a colourful Caribbean culture. Whether 
it’s duty-free shopping, cricket matches, fi shing 
or visiting the western hemisphere’s oldest 
synagogue, there’s something for everyone. 

You’ll then be transferred to your ship, setting 
sail for the Grenadines and Bequia as you settle 
in to enjoy the Silver Wind's luxuries.

DAY 2 | BEQUIA Known as  ‘The Island of the 
Cloud’, Bequia is where golden-sand beaches 
are backed by a rolling green intieror. Wooden 
boats are still built here and seafood caught 
fresh each day.  You’ll also be poised for a ferry 
trip out to St.  Vincent’s tropical paradise of 
coral reefs, rainforests and turquoise lagoons – 
ideal for scuba diving.

DAY 3 | ST. GEORGE’S Arriving into St. 
George’s, you’ll be welcomed to Grenada by 

the heady aromas of nutmeg, cinnamon and 
cocoa. Unsurprisingly, it’s a culinary gem but 
the island nation’s capital also impresses with 
postcard-perfect cobblestone roads, lined 
with pretty churches and baby-blue façades. 
Alternatively, turn out to waterfall-laced 
volcanoes and hot-spring-dotted foothills. 

DAY 4 | KRALENDIJK  Your next stop is 
Bonaire’s tidy capital, Kralendijk. Here, 
welcoming restaurants line shady plazas while 
seafront strolls bring you among its colonial 
charm. Don't miss the sunset from any number 
of viewpoints and the market, selling a whole 
whose of island-made produce.

SILVERSEA OFFER Includes  fl ights and transfers

departure 09 Dec 2017   ship name Silver Wind   duration 9-day fl y-cruise

Ports of call: Bridgetown, Bequia, St. George’s, Kralendijk, 
Oranjestad, Willemstad, Bridgetown

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146786

Bequia Island, St. Vincent & the Grenadines

SPECIAL
Discover the hidden 
Caribbean with our 
all-inclusive fares
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

A complete refurbishment has cemented Silver 
Wind’s six-star credentials, with its exclusive 
sailings of just 296 guests served by a near one-
to-one staff ratio. Here, you'll enjoy all-inclusive 
dining ranging from grill-your-own seafood 
to sommelier-paired French favourites at the 
only Relais & Châteaux restaurant at sea. The 
included drinks even extend to champagne. 
Back in your butler-served accommodation, 
the ship’s suites pamper with picture windows, 
marbled bathrooms and down duvets while 

more modern comforts come in the form of 
pillow menus and complimentary WiFi.

 You’ll also have the choice of upgrading to teak 
verandahs and whirlpool baths. But, you’ll be 
forgiven for wanting to spend as little time in 
your room as possible, with lectures, piano bars, 
cigar lounges and ballroom dances vying for 
your attention. And, Silversea have thought of 
everything, with a library, card room and casino 
rounding off the amenities.

On board the Silver Wind

DAY 5 | ORANJESTAD Aruba’s Oranjestad 
is best explored on foot, with its palm-lined 
central thoroughfare running between pastel-
painted buildings both old and new. After 
comparing its Dutch and Spanish infl uence, 
perhaps indulge with some retail therapy at its 
luxury boutiques or family-owned shops.
 
DAY 6 | WILLEMSTAD  Your penultimate 
port of call is then Willemstad where narrow, 
17th-century streets are beautifi ed by original 

red-tile roofs and picturesque gables. It's fair to 
say that this compact city remembers all of its 
Dutch origins. Then, outside its UNESCO-
listed heritage, there are always those white-
sand beaches.

DAYS 7–9 | BRIDGETOWN / UK  After a day 
at sea to indulge with your ship’s wine tastings, 
dance classes and all-inclusive dining – washed 
down with complimentary drinks – you’ll 
arrive back at Barbados. Perhaps pausing to 

explore its Anglican churches and villages 
arranged around cricket greens, you’ll then be 
transferred to the airport for your overnight 
fl ight home. 

Grenadian spice seller

Dutch architecture, Oranjestad, Aruba 



30    020 7838 5906

Australia & New Zealand Adventure
£ 15,660

PENTHOUSE

£ 7,959

VERANDA 
SUITE  V4

£ 7,959

VERANDA 
SUITE  V1

sydney    auckland

 From penguin islands to city greats, 
discover the best of Australia’s 
southeast 

 Take in the highlights of New 
Zealand’s North and South 
islands, stopping at colonial towns, 
geothermal wonders and some 
of the world’s most spectacular 
scenery

 Travel in style, with included fi ne 
dining, private transfers and luxury 
stays in Auckland and Sydney

DAYS 1–8 | UK / SYDNEY / PHILLIP 

ISLAND / MELBOURNE After your included 
overnight fl ight, a private transfer will bring 
you to a three-night stay in the fi ve-star 
Amora Jamison. While you’ll have plenty 
of time to sample Sydney’s beach scene and 
restaurant highlights, we’ve also included a 
comprehensive tour. You’ll walk the city’s 
historic Rocks District before taking in its 
harbour icons, including a guided visit to the 
Opera House. A transfer will then see you 
to the Seabourn Encore on day fi ve, settling 

in to enjoy all-inclusive fi ne dining, with 
complimentary wine, champagnes, beers and 
spirits. After a day at sea, you’ll then arrive 
at Phillip Island. A surfers’ paradise, its white 
sands and blue waters are host to thousands 
of penguins. Melbourne is your next stop, 
resplendent with leafy Victorian boulevards, 
an energetic bar scene and a gold rush history 
apparent throughout its twisting laneways.

DAYS 9–13 | MILFORD SOUND / 

FIORDLANDS / STEWART ISLAND / PORT 

CHALMERS (DUNEDIN) Following three 
days relaxing at sea, you’ll be welcomed to 
New Zealand by Milford Sound. Here, great 

carpeted peaks reach skywards, the frame for 
shimmering waters and resident dolphins. It’s 
the kind of scenery that will characterise your 
trip through the Fiordlands to Stewart Island. 
Dominated by Rakiura National Park’s coastal 
beauty and dense forests, it’s the country’s best 
chance to spot a kiwi in the wild. You’ll then 
hop back to the South Island and Dunedin. As 
New Zealand’s most Scottish town, its Gaelic 
heritage is remembered in Victorian houses 
and fascinating museums.

DAYS 14–16 | TIMARU / AKAROA 

(CHRISTCHURCH) / WELLINGTON

Continue up the coast to Timaru, a whaling 

SydneyHarbour and Opera House

EXCLUSIVE Tailor-made luxury stay-and-cruise holiday – includes hotels and tours in Sydney and Auckland and free, three-suite upgrade

departure 30 November 2017   ship name Seabourn Encore   duration 23-day fl y-cruise & stay

Ports of call: Sydney, Phillip Island, Melbourne, Milford 
Sound, Fiordland National Park, Stewart Island, Port 
Chalmers (Dunedin), Timaru, Akaroa (Christchurch), 
Wellington, Picton, Queen Charlotte Sound, Tauranga 
(Rotorua), Auckland

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146734

EXCLUSIVE 
Stay-and-cruise 

holiday, including free 
three-suite upgrade
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

The Encore is a ship that demands attention; 
that’s why we’ve devoted pages 10–11 of 
this issue to it. But, for an overview, this is 
Seabourn’s latest ultra-luxury ship, adding 
increased capacity, Michelin-standard 
restaurants and extra decks while maintaining 
Seabourn’s famous club-like service. You’ll 
fi nd the likes of teakwood-framed pools and 
private cabanas while, below deck, you’re 
treated to the likes of chandelier-lit bars, a 
casino and performance venues where the 

drinks service continues through the show. 
For some relaxation, head to the superb spa 
whose ocean views are shared by its gym. The 
all-suite accommodation is equally impressive, 
with each cabin host to private balconies, 
marble bathrooms and walk-in closets. 
Upgrades mix in everything from balcony hot 
tubs to pillow menus. However, whichever 
you choose, you’ll be welcomed by a glass 
of champagne and the services of a personal 
stewardess.

On board the Seabourn Encore

station built on volcanic hills. Here, you’ll 
learn about the region’s Maori past with a 
museum visit before you stop off at Akaroa, 
a volcanically formed harbour host to a 
delightfully colonial town and everything 
from seals to blue penguins. There's also nearby 
Christchurch, an English city beautifi ed by 
botanic gardens and a thriving arts scene. Your 
next stop is the country’s capital, Wellington. 
Blessed by a spectacular harbour and ringed by 
green hills, it’s as pretty as it is fascinating, with 

cultural attractions ranging from craft markets 
to world-class museums. 

DAYS 17–23 | PICTON / QUEEN 

CHARLOTTE SOUND / TAURANGA 

(ROTORUA) / AUCKLAND / UK Return 
to the South Island for Picton to enjoy 
direct access to Marlborough's vineyards 
and a spectacular series of sounds – ideal for 
kayaking, fi shing and trekking. Then, a cruise 
through Queen Charlotte Sound’s jagged bays 

and green peaks will see you to Tauranga's 
pretty, missionary-planned gardens. It’s the 
gateway to Rotorua’s geological drama of 
spurting geysers, bubbling mud pools and 
steaming hot springs.  You’ll then end in 
Auckland for a two-night, luxury stay on its 
waterfront. We’ve also included a half-day 
tour of the city, taking in its stunning harbour, 
historic churches and views of its spectacular 
surrounds. On day 17, a private transfer will 
bring you to your overnight fl ight home.

Maori Statue,  Akaroa



32    020 7838 5906

Mediterranean Radiance
£4,579

PENTHOUSE 
SUITE PH1

£4,339

PENTHOUSE 
SUITE PH2

sold out

CONCIERGE 
VERANDA

rome    monte carlo

 Showcase the best of the 
Mediterranean, comparing the 
delights of Italy, Spain, France and 
Monaco

 Experience everything from 
Tuscany and the Provençal 
countryside to the Spanish islands 
and Italy’s city greats

 Enjoy the fl exibility to choose 
your excursions and included, fi ne 
dining options

DAYS 1–3 | UK / ROME / LIVORNO 

(FLORENCE/PISA/TUSCANY)  Fly out to 
Rome, perhaps pausing to take in its rich 
heritage. There’s everything from the ancient 
wonders of the Coliseum and Roman Forum 
to the Baroque fl ourishes of its sun-drenched 
plazas and the Vatican City’s stunning frescoes. 
You’ll then make your way to Civitavecchia 
where you’ll board your luxury ship to 
sail up the coast to Livorno. It’s the perfect 
gateway into Tuscany, with drives through 
that famous countryside of vineyards, hilltop 
towns and cypress trees bringing you to Pisa’s 
fading merchants’ house and marble icons or 

Florence’s Renaissance drama. Here, medieval 
streets lead between covered bridges and 
world-class art galleries, with a pretty basilica 
around every corner. It’s all dominated by 
its cathedral’s great brick dome and intricate 
marble façade. 

DAYS 4–6 | PORTOFINO / SAINT-TROPEZ 

/ PALAMÓS  Your next stop, Portofi no, enjoys 
quieter charms, a colourful fi shing village that 
makes for evocative seaside strolls and coastal 
outings. Then, hopping over into France, you’ll 
arrive at sun-kissed Saint-Tropez, its cobbled 
lanes and pretty seafront a jetsetters’ favourite. 
It’s also a gorgeous foreground to the hilly 

Provençal countryside, explored on excursions 
to wineries and visits to villages hidden among 
the rugged coast. It’s then over to Spain for 
some beach relaxation in Palamós. Idyllically 
poised on the Costa Brava, its promenade 
walks take you between welcoming cafés 
and indulgent restaurants while countryside 
trips bring you to the world-famous 
Dalí Museum. 

DAYS 7–8 | BARCELONA / VALENCIA 

/ MAHON (MINORCA) Next, it’s on to 
Barcelona’s Gothic grandeur where winding 
laneways lead past idyllic plazas and grand 
cathedrals. It’s inspiration for the modernistas’ 

Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore,  Florence

OCEANIA OFFER Choose between three FREE extras per stateroom - four tours, drinks package, or $400 shipboard credit

departure 08 October 2017   ship name Riviera  duration 10-day fl y-cruise 

Ports of call:Rome, Livorno (Florence/Pisa/Tuscany), 
Portofi no, Saint-Tropez, Palamós, Barcelona, Valencia, 
Mahon, Provence (Marseille), Monte Carlo

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/141605

OCEANIA OFFER
Includes fl ights and 

FREE unlimited 
internet
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

Riviera is often regarded to be the most 
beautiful ship to debut in the last 50 years. 
Designer touches are everywhere from 
the magnifi cent Lalique grand staircase 
to the Owner’s Suites furnished in Ralph 
Lauren Home. It’s no surprise that luxurious 
surroundings and extraordinary value have 
become the hallmarks of Oceania Cruises, 
with even the entry-level rooms host to marble 
bathrooms, 1,000-thread-count linens and 
Bulgari amenities. 

The ship also offers guests a collection of dining 
venues more suited to a luxury resort, including 
six open-seating restaurants with no surcharge. 
For something special, consider hiring a private 
dining room, while a casino, fully equipped 
spa, putting green, fi tness track, artists’ loft and 
2,000-book library offer further entertainment. 
There’s also the enlightening wine and food 
pairings at La Reserve by Wine Spectator and 
the Bon Appétite Culinary Center – the fi rst 
hands-on cooking school at sea.

On board Riviera

architectural whimsy, exemplifi ed by Gaudí’s 
great follies. Ultra-modern  Valencia is then a 
fi tting contrast to Barcelona’s heritage, host 
to sculpture parks and a whole City of Arts 
& Sciences, replete with spaceship buildings. 
Alternatively, head to nearby Requena for 
more historic beauty with this Gothic city host 
to a series of perfectly preserved 100-year-
old-wine cellars. You’ll then hop over to the 
Balearic Islands and Minorca, enjoying the 
historic whitewash of  charming Mahon. It’s 

the ideal base from which to explore the island, 
with coastal routes bringing you to quaint 
villages, cliff-top monasteries and imperious 
castles.

DAYS 9–10 | MARSEILLE (PROVENCE) / 

MONTE CARLO It’s then back to France to 
experience Marseille’s 1,500 years of history 
in its historic port, hilltop gardens and artisan 
neighbourhoods. You’ll also have the chance 
to dip into Provence, exploring traditional 

villages framed by fi elds of lavender.  You’ll 
then end in style with Monaco’s Monte Carlo 
where pink palaces, world-famous casinos and 
millionaires’ super yachts outdo each other in 
successive displays of extravagance. You might 
also want to duck out to explore the Côte 
d’Azur and its medieval towns before boarding 
your fl ight back home.

Provence, France

Portofi no, Italy
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Ushuaia to Ushuaia
sold out

MEDALLION 
SUITE

£15,199

DELUXE 
VERANDA SUITE

£14,699

VERANDA 
SUITE

ushuaia    ushuaia

 After a visit to the world’s 
southernmost city, sail out to 
where few have gone before – the 
Antarctic

 Discover a world of ice fl oes, 
creaking glaciers and giant iceberg 
mountains that’s animated by 
everything from cute penguins to 
hardy seabirds and magnifi cent 
whales

 Sail aboard the world’s most 
luxurious ice-class ship where 
you’ll enjoy all-inclusive fi ne-
dining experiences, complimentary 
cocktails and the services of an 
expert expeditions team

DAYS 1–3 | UK / SANTIAGO / USHUAIA 

Your overnight fl ight will see you to the 
Chilean capital where, on arrival, you’ll 
be transferred to the Sheraton Santiago. 
Positioned near the airport, it’s the perfect 
spot to rest up with idyllic mountain views 
from the pool. Alternatively, head into town to 
discover Santiago’s myriad charms; relax with 

its sidewalk cafés, marvel at its pretty colonial 
architecture or take in citywide views from 
funicular-trammelled parks. On day three, a 
charter fl ight will bring you to Ushuaia – the 
world’s southernmost city. It’s a true frontier 
town with its mountainous and water-bound 
frame ideal for hiking, sailing and skiing. It’s 
also the launchpad for your exploratory cruise.

DAYS 4–5 | DRAKE PASSAGE Sailing along 
the Drake Passage, you’ll follow in a long 
line of Antarctic explorers. Like those before 
you, you’ll soon encounter the Antarctic 
Convergence – a natural boundary between 
cold polar water fl owing northward and 

warmer water moving southward. When 
these two currents meet, nutrients are pushed 
to surface, bringing with them a multitude 
of seabirds and whales. As you sail, you’ll also 
have time to acquaint yourself with the Silver 
Cloud’s superb facilities as you enjoy expert 
lectures on the region’s wildlife, geography 
and history. 

DAYS 6–9 | THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

As you journey south, you’ll pass through the 
Antarctic Sound where the pack ice thickens 
and an ever-changing world of iceberg 
sculptures and calving glaciers is dotted by a 
rich variety of wildlife. You’ll watch for seals 

The Beagle Channel

CHILE

START

FINISH
Santiago

Ushuaia

South
Atlantic
Ocean

The Antarctic Peninsula

Drake Passage

Drake Passage

SILVERSEA OFFER Includes fl ights, overnight hotels and charter fl ights to Ushuaia

departure 29 November 2017   ship name Silver Cloud   duration 14-day fl y-cruise & stay

Ports of call: Santiago, Ushuaia, Drake Passage, Antarctic 
Peninsula, Drake Passage, Santiago

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146785

EXCLUSIVE 
Fly-cruise itinerary 
including charter 

fl ights
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

Silversea’s inaugural ship is the most spacious 
and comfortable ice-class vessel in expedition 
cruising. Its all-suite accommodation 
features the likes of walk-in wardrobes, 
complimentary minibars and expansive 
living areas while 80% also come with private 
verandahs – ideal for taking in the local 
wildlife. What’s more, there are only 200 
guests on polar voyages who, served by 208 
crew, 18 zodiacs and 19 expedition staff, enjoy 
a certain exclusivity and intimate atmosphere.

You’ll also be treated to all-inclusive dining, 
including poolside grills, Italian buffets and 
degustation meals from Relais & Châteaux’s 
Le Champagne.  Then, returning from your 
excursions, there's a superb spa, beauty 
salon, library and bar, where you can enjoy 
complimentary cocktails. There’s also exercise 
for both body and mind, with the fi tness 
centre and a series of lecture presentations on 
the wildlife, history and geography of your 
unique destination.

On board the Silver Cloud

sunbathing on slow-moving ice fl oes and for 
humpback, minke, and orca whales to surface 
from below the frigid waters. In the true 
spirit of expedition cruising, the captain will 
then determine the best course depending 
on weather, ice conditions and wildlife 
activity. Each day, you’ll head out on Zodiac 
excursions to sail amid colourful icebergs and 
step ashore to visit penguin rookeries and 
scientifi c research stations. On each excursion, 
your expert guides will bring the sublime 
wilderness to life. Highlights include volcanic 

mountains, penguin islands and Paradise Bay, 
a natural spectacle of mountains, glaciers and 
icebergs. There’s also Port Lockroy, a British-
built WWII listening station. After use as a 
research station in the 1950s, it was converted 
into a museum and gift shop in 1996.

DAYS 10–14 | DRAKE PASSAGE / USHUAIA 

/ SANTIAGO / UK Retrace your bow wake 
along the Drake Passage, watching for any 
seabirds and wildlife you may have missed on 
your fi rst leg. Further lectures shine additional 

light on your voyage while the spa, beauty 
salon, library and fi tness centre ensure that 
you’re never at a loose end. On your last day 
you’ll be invited for a farewell cocktail with 
the captain before you arrive back at Ushuaia. 
A charter fl ight hop will then see you to 
Santiago where you’ll spend a fi nal night at the 
Sheraton, perhaps pausing to taste your way 
through the city’s vibrant restaurant scene or 
take some time out in its leafy, hillside parks. 
On day 13, you’ll be transferred to the airport 
for your overnight fl ight home. 

Humpback  whale, Antarctic Peninsula

Penguins, Ushuaia
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Burgundy & Provence
£5,769

SUITE

£3,769

BALCONY 
STATEROOM

£2,719

RIVERVIEW 
STATEROOM

avignon    lyon

 Discover the rural beauty of 
southern France between stops at 
ancient castle towns, medieval cities 
and vineyard-ringed villages

 Let included tours bring it all to life 
along with plenty of opportunities 
to taste the local wines and artisanal 
produce

 Travel in luxury aboard the SS 
Catherine where you’ll enjoy 
everything from all-inclusive dining 
and drinks to spa indulgences

DAYS 1–2 | UK / MARSEILLE / TARASCON/ 

ARLES Bookending your free fl ight with 
included transfers, you'll board your luxury 
river ship at Avignon. Settle in to your indulgent 
cabin and sample the fi rst of your gourmet 
dinners, accompanied by included fi ne wines 
in the Bar du Leopard. You’ll then set sail to 
Tarascon, a delightful village dominated by 
the 15th-century castle of the same name. It’s a 
fairytale chateau replete with mossy courtyards 
and dainty chapels. Alternatively, make a stop at 
Arles. You’ll know it from Van Gogh’s canvases, 

its pretty houses rubbing shoulders with 
Roman amphitheatres and bathhouses. 

DAYS 3–4 | AVIGNON / VIVIERS Return to 
Avignon for some further exploration, taking 
in its UNESCO-listed old town and its spread 
of inviting cafés that line tree-shaded squares. 
You’ll have a choice of excursions, including 
a tour of the Palace of the Popes’ Gothic 
grandeur, a visit to the 2,000-year-old Pont du 
Gard aqueduct and a local’s look at the city’s 
hidden alleys, secret squares and market halls. 
Your next stop is Viviers, a medieval village 
characterised by narrow lanes and the 12th-
century St. Vincent Cathedral. Here, you’ll be 

treated to a Bach and Handel recital. You’ll also 
sample the region’s artisan crafts, learning the 
art of clay pottery and tasting a spread of local 
olives, rosé wine and apricot juice. 

DAYS 5–6 | TOURNON / LYON Continuing 
upstream, you’ll stop at Tournon, a welcoming 
little town surrounded by famous vineyards. 
After touring its historic castle – a fortress that 
dates back over a thousand years – you’ll cross 
its footbridge to Tain-l’Hermitage. It’s the 
charming setting for your tasting session of the 
region’s fi nest wines. To get closer, perhaps take 
a guided hike through the Côte du Rhône 
vineyards to learn how the grapes are grown. 

Saône River, Lyon

UNIWORLD OFFER Fully all-inclusive – visit 4 UNESCO World Heritage sites

departure 05 November2017   ship name SS Catherine  duration 8-day fl y-cruise

Ports of call: Avignon, Tarascon, Viviers, Tournon, Lyon, 
Mâcon

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146788

SPECIAL OFFER
Free fl ights, free cabin 

upgrades & free UK 
chau� eur transfers
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

The majestic SS Catherine resembles a fl oating 
palace on the River Rhône. Suites are all 
lavishly decorated with colourful fl oral 
patterns, while individual design fl ourishes 
add thoughtful character. Throughout the 
ship, expect to spot priceless antiques, original 
works of art and bespoke Murano glassworks, 
including a particularly fabulous and specially 
commissioned chandelier – no expense has 
been spared. The attention to detail is notable 
and a quality shared by the attentive crew.

The ship is named after legendary French 
actress Catherine Deneuve (who christened 
it at a suitably glittering launch), and aims to 
bring a similar sense glamour and elegance 
to river travel. One of the standout features 
is the heated indoor swimming pool, which 
is backed by a gorgeous jungle mosaic. And, 
with included fi ne dining, complimentary 
drinks in the delightfully styled Bar du 
Leopard, and a Serenity River spa towards the 
stern, all hedonistic needs are catered for.

On board the SS Catherine

The next day, you’ll arrive into Lyon at the 
confl uence of the Rhône and Saône rivers 
where you'll have a choice of excursions. 
Gastronomes will be delighted with a tour 
of the city’s world-famous food market, Les 
Halles, while, for those looking for something 
more active, see the city’s sights by bike – 
there’s over 2,000 years of history to explore. 
Alternatively, enjoy a guided visit to a silk 
workshop, where Jacquard looms are still used 
to create this beautiful, shimmering fabric.

DAYS 7–8 | MÂCON / BEAUNE / LYON 
Docking at Mâcon, you’ll be transferred to 
nearby Beaune, a compact town whose size 
belies its cultural wealth. You’ll recognise 
Hospices de Beaune for its fabulous multi-
coloured tile roof – a true symbol of Burgundy. 
It’s the setting for a tasting session of the 
region’s celebrated wines that have been 
made here by monks since the 15th century. 
You’ll then visit the local farmers’ market, 
which spills from street to street in the old 

town. Its cheeses, fruits, local sausages and 
breads all make for delightful snacks. You’ll 
then end with a gala dinner and captain’s 
reception before the return leg to Lyon. On 
day eight, transfer to the Lyon-Saint Exupéry 
Airport for your fl ight home – followed by 
a complimentary chauffeur transfer – or 
consider extending your holiday with a visit 
to Paris.

Aurel, Provence

Aiguines Village, Provence
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Cuba & Mayan Mexico
£5,595

DELUXE 
OUTSIDE

£4,550

STANDARD 
OUTSIDE

£3,795

STANDARD 
INSIDE

havana    havana

 Uncover the rich diversity of Cuba, 
from the cobbled streets of its 
time-forgotten towns to its great 
cities, still host to classic American 
cars and a unique colonial charm

 Compare Mexico’s lost Mayan 
wonders and UNESCO-listed 
fortifi cations with its idyllic 
beaches where white sands are 
lapped at by azure waters

 Let insiders’ tours, expert lectures 
and excellent-value, high-quality 
dining bring it all to life

DAYS 1–2 | UK / HAVANA 

As with all of our fl y cruises, begin with 
complimentary airport lounge access before 
your fl ight out to Havana. On arrival, you’ll be 
transferred to your luxury ship – the Aegean 
Odyssey – to be welcomed by classically styled 
cabins, attentive, knowledgeable staff, and the 
fi rst of your included, wine-accompanied 
dinners. The next day, you’ll explore Havana’s 
postcard-perfect old town where colonial 
squares, coastal fortifi cations and vintage 

American cars make for truly evocative walks. 
In among it all, there’s a vibrant art scene and 
café culture that’s truly homegrown. Then, 
back on board, you’ll set sail to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve in style, enjoying musical 
performances and mingling with your fellow 
passengers over cocktails. 

DAYS 3–5 | CASILDA (TRINIDAD) / 

CIENFUEGOS  After a day at sea, you'll arrive 
into Casilda, the costal gateway to Trinidad. 
This UNESCO-listed treasure is a step back 
in time, with its cobbled streets lined with 
colourful houses. Here, the only building 
taller than its palm trees is the 19th-century 

Iznaga Tower. It also enjoys a spectacular 
setting, ringed by white-sand beaches and 
waterfall-littered mountains. On day fi ve, 
you’ll continue to Cienfuegos, a French city 
of elegantly classical architecture, earning it 
World Heritage stature.You’ll focus on its 
spectacularly exotic botanical gardens and the 
Punta Gorda, a narrow stretch that juts into 
Cienfuegos’ bay that’s beautifi ed by a whole 
host of early-20th-century palaces. 

DAYS 6–11 | COSTA MAYA / PROGRESO

With a day at sea, you’ll then hop over to 
Mexico and the Costa Maya, a picturesque 
Caribbean peninsula cloaked in tropical 

Trinidad,  Cuba

VOYAGES TO ANTIQUITY OFFER Visit three ports in Cuba including overnights in Havana

departure 30 December 2017   ship name MV Aegean Odyssey   duration 15-day fl y-cruise

Ports of call: Havana, Casilda (Trinidad), Cienfuegos, Costa 
Maya, Progreso, Havana

 For full details, terms & conditions, visit
theluxurycruisecompany.com/146157

SPECIAL
Explore Mexico's 

UNESCO sites & spend 
fi ve days in Cuba
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 Bullet point in here please in 
here please please.

 Bullet point 2 in here please and 
here as well.

 Bullet point in here please and 
some. 18-night cruise aboard Ship 
Name®. 

Your adventure starts in the hustle and bustle 
of Singapore from where you will set sail for 
a relaxing day at sea, destination Koh Samui.

The elegant MV Aegean Odyssey offers every 
comfort at sea, with a relaxed atmosphere, a 
host of luxury amenities and facilities, and the 
very highest levels of personal service.

Carrying just 350 guests, she's perfectly suited 
for coastal cruising, able to access smaller 
inlets and offer a more intimate experience. 
In turn, spacious suites and staterooms are 
beautifully furnished as standard, while 
upgrades offer private balconies that make 

the most of the ship's spectacularly curated 
routes.  You’ll also be treated to gourmet, 
open-seating dining, complemented by an 
included wine service at dinner, while the 
Terrace Cafe, pool, sundeck and tempting spa 
provide further entertainment. The afternoon 
tea service is a particular highlight. However, 
it’s the lecture series that stands out, with 
leading experts delivering acclaimed talks on 
your destination. They're even paired with a 
well-stocked reference library.

On board the MV Aegean Odyssey

verdure. It’s the perfect launchpad for your 
next stop – Kohunlinch . One of Mexico’s 
cultural highlights, it’s an ancient collection 
of Mayan ruins, complete with an iconic 
stepped temple and a whole host of intricately 
carved sculptures. You'll also enjoy lunch at 
palm-fringed Bacalar City, idyllically poised 
on azure lake shores.  Then, you'll have a 
three-day mooring in Progreso to indulge 
with some white-sands relaxation. It’s not 
just for show, however, with Campeche on 

your doorstep. A fortifi ed town, UNESCO-
recognised of course, it’s akin to walking into 
a fairytale. Pastel-coloured mansions beautify 
narrow streets, themselves cloaked in great 
ramparts. However, it’s a provincial Mexican 
town at heart, complete with energetic market 
and historic fi shing wharves. 

DAYS 12–15 | HAVANA / UK  A last day at 
sea will see you to a fi nal sting in the Cuban 
capital. Here, you’ll have some time to explore 

the sights you might have missed the fi rst time 
around. There’s always something new to 
uncover, whether its faux-Gothic churches, 
Art Deco theatres or neoclassical shops. It’s 
as if all the world has left its mark on Havana. 
You’ll soon get caught up in it all, perhaps over 
a domino game on a street corner or with a 
mojito in a plaza-side bar. On day 14, you’ll be 
transferred to the airport for your overnight 
fl ight home.

Havana, Cuba

Plaza de la Independencia, Campeche, Mexico



The Luxury Cruise Company
Dorset House
27-45 Stamford Street
London SE1 9NT

020 7838 5906
theluxurycruisecompany.com




