


Enjoy free 
car hire when 
you book your 
next self-drive 
holiday with 
Wexas.

Look out for the off er in 
this brochure, and visit 
wexas.com/freecar 
for more information.

Look out for the off er in 
this brochure, and visit 

FREE 
CAR HIRE

Off er applies to new holiday bookings only. Bookings must be made by 30 September 2018. Maximum number of free car hire days is equivalent to the number of nights accommodation 
booked with Wexas Travel. A ‘Category A’ car hire will be provided. Clients may upgrade to a higher category and pay the diff erence. Optional extras (including but not limited to excess 
waiver fees, additional drivers & one-way rental charges) are not included. Off er applies to all destinations, excluding Namibia and United Kingdom. One free car hire per booking.
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All prices, fares, hotels and tours described in this brochure are correct at the time of going to press 
(03/08/2018) and are subject to change and availability. Prices shown are a guide only and may not include 
peak travel periods such as Christmas and Easter. Many of the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this 
brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme but ATOL protection does not apply to all holiday 
and travel services listed. Please ask us to confirm what protection may apply to your booking. If you do not 
receive an ATOL Certificate then the booking will not be ATOL protected. If you do receive an ATOL Certificate 
but all the parts of your trip are not listed on it, those parts will not be ATOL protected. For more information 
about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: atol.org.uk/atolcertificate. The Wexas ATOL 
number is 2873. Full booking conditions can be found at wexas.com/bookingconditions.
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The latest 
in luxury 
travel
Whether you’re looking to book 
a winter break, or you’re already 
planning for next year, there’s much 
to look forward to in luxury travel. 
From exciting hotel openings in 
Cambodia and Scandinavia to the 
recent reopening of California’s 
Pacifi c Coast Highway, our 
specialists have picked out a 
selection of holiday experiences that 
are certain to inspire and delight. 
Here are their ones to watch out for 
in the coming months.

CAMBODIA’S LEAP INTO LUXURY
Things have been a litt le quiet on the 
Cambodian travel scene recently, 
so we were delighted to discover 
that two long-talked-about hotels 
are fi nally set to open towards the 
end of 2018. Idyllically located off  
the tropical southern coast, each 
one promises new levels of luxury 
in a region fast becoming known 
as one of Asia’s most fashionable 
beach retreats. 

First to the Alila Villas Koh Russey. 
Off ering an intoxicating blend of 
indoor-outdoor tropical living, 
guests can expect stunning garden 
pavilions and stylish beach villas, 
some with private pools, and a 
medley of dining options with a 
focus on French fusion and seafood 
specialities. The spa looks equally 
impressive, showcasing Asian 
healing techniques and age-old 
beauty recipes, brought together 
to create bespoke experiences 
designed to relax and rejuvenate.

Not to be outdone, those specialists 
in barefoot luxury, Six Senses, 
are bringing their unmistakable 
beach-chic style to the Koh Rong 

archipelago. A short boat ride from 
Sihanoukville, it promises a truly 
intimate island experience with just 
40 private-pool villas dott ed amid 
30 pristine acres on idyllic Krabey 
island. Look out for beachside yoga 
classes, wellness workshops and 
a range of activities from water 
sports to stargazing.

Stay at Alila Villas Koh Russey as 
part of our new luxury tailor-made 
journey. 

PRICES START FROM £4,985 PP incl. 
uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 12 nights 
accommodation, selected meals & touring. 
For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152988.

SCANDINAVIAN STYLE 
IN SVALBARD
Loved for its wild landscapes 
and Arctic wildlife, the Svalbard 
archipelago is an adventurer’s 
dream. Now, though, with the 
recent opening of the Funken 
Lodge, formerly the Spitsbergen 
Hotel, a certain Scandinavian 
chic has arrived on its windswept 
shores. Pairing 21st-century 
good looks with a stunning 
location overlooking the Lars 
Glacier, it’s the perfect base for 
striking out across Spitsbergen’s 
famed wilderness. And there’s 
much to enjoy inside, too, with a 
celebrated champagne cellar and 
Longyearbyen’s best restaurant 
both on site. 

Stay at Funken Lodge, and 
experience Svalbard’s polar night, 
with our tailor-made adventure.
 
PRICES START FROM £960 PP 
Incl. uk airtport lounge access, fl ights, 3 
nights b&b accommodation & a Northern 
Lights husky safari. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/103561.
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BIG SUR BACK ON THE MAP
When it comes to road trips, few 
countries do it better than the 
USA. Iconic journeys abound, and 
from the country-spanning Route 
66 to the backcountry romance 
of New England and the jazz-and-
blues-infused cities of the Deep 
South, there are enough highlights 
to last a lifetime. Perhaps the 
most famous of all, however, is 
California’s Pacific Coast Highway 
– a route that connects two of 
the country’s great cities – San 
Francisco and Los Angeles – with 
a procession of nature’s delights. 
So it was something of a shock 
when the route’s emblematic Big 
Sur section temporarily closed 
following a landslide in May 2017. 
Now, though, after more than a 
year of repairs, it’s back, once 
more linking the seaside towns of 

Monterey and Carmel to the north 
with the beaches and vineyards 
of San Luis Obispo and Cambria 
to the south, all the while providing 
some of the most scenic driving 
anywhere in the United States. Our 
recommendation? If you manage 
just  one road trip in 2019, make this 
it. For more on the Pacific Coast 
Highway, turn to page 44.

NEW TO CRUISING
The cruise industry has long been 
at the forefront of travel innovation, 
and with several new ships on the 
horizon from some of the world’s 
leading cruise lines, 2019 will be no 
different. Leading the way in ocean 
cruising is Seabourn with the launch 
of Seabourn Ovation, a brand-
new, ultra-luxury ship replete with 
designer interiors and speciality 
dining from some of the world’s 
leading chefs – see page 70 for our 
expert’s view. Meanwhile, fans of 
river cruising can look forward to 
great things from the AmaMagna, 
featured in full on page 82. Offering 
more on-board space than any of its 
rivals – its hull is twice the width of a 
standard river cruise vessel – it sets 
sail on the Danube for the first 
time next May. Indeed, our bigger-
than-ever cruise section is packed 
full of inspiring ideas for your next 
cruise holiday – turn to page 62 
for the latest itineraries and ship 
reviews from our specialists.
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HOLIDAYS 
YOU NEED 
TO BOOK 

NOW
You’ve probably seen it a million times: ‘Book 
now to avoid disappointment’; ‘hurry, selling 
fast’; ‘the early bird catches the worm’… well 
maybe not, but you get the idea. Surely these 
well-worn phrases are nothing more than clichés 
to get people to pick up the phone? 

In some cases you’d be right, but for a selection 
of the world’s most popular holiday destinations, 
these messages of urgency are not to be ignored. 
In this new section, our specialists have picked 
out those destinations where, in their expert 
opinion, early booking is absolutely essential. 
There’s Japan’s short but unmissable cherry 
blossom season, trips into the wilderness for 
stays at Canada’s boutique luxury lodges, and 
holiday ideas for two long-time Wexas favourites 
– Peru and Vietnam. 

So, whether it’s their growing popularity with 
other markets, a short travel season or simply 
a paucity of high-quality accommodation, if any 
of these destinations feature in your 2019 travel 
plans, now is the time to book.
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CANADA’S LUXURY LODGES

Best for the Coast:  The Wickaninnish Inn

Picture yourself on forest-framed shores, whale watching, sea kayaking 
or even storm-chasing, as Pacific Ocean swells crash onto a deserted 
bay. Then, head off for a spa treatment and a seven-course seasonal 
tasting menu – wine-paired to perfection – that’s a true celebration of 
the sea. These are just some of the highlights offered at this Relais & 
Châteaux retreat in British Columbia’s Tofino National Park. 

stay here from £2,195 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, transfers,  
2 nights Vancouver, 4 nights b&b at Wikaninnish Inn & selected touring. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/152576 or call 020 7838 5894.

Canada is unparalleled in its natural appeal – from bear watching to spotting icebergs off its 
eastern shores, its potential may even seem overwhelming.  If you’re looking for inspiration, 
its collection of luxury lodges is a great place to start – marvel at grizzlies hunting for salmon, 
explore remote island shores and kayak through pristine waters with orcas for company. 
However, with the space at the best lodges strictly limited, booking well in advance is a must. 
To help you decide, Wexas specialist Patrick Griffin has picked out seven of the best options. 
And, with British Airways offering superb discounts on Business Class flights to Vancouver for 
bookings made more than six months in advance, there’s even more reason to book now.

Best for Bear Watching:  Knight Inlet Lodge

This magnificent lodge is located in one of the world’s best grizzly 
viewing sites. Bear watching and bald eagle spotting excursions are 
included, all led by expert guides, and throughout summer, there’s the 
chance to spot pods of orcas and dolphins playing in the surf. Come 
evening, settle in for all-inclusive dining with the likes of crab, salmon 
and prawn harvested from the glacier-fed waters of the Knight Inlet.

stay here from £3,210 pp incl. uk airport lounge access,  flights, transfers,  
3 nights Vanvouver, 1 night b&b Campbell River, 2 nights all-inclusive at Knight Inlet Lodge 
& selected touring. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152528 or call 020 7838 5894.

Best for Culture & Wildlife:  Spirit Bear Lodge

British Columbia’s Great Bear Rainforest is home to fewer than 400 
spirit bears and, for many, watching them in the wild is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. Sharing their forest home are grizzlies and black 
bears, while in the surrounding ocean, humpbacks and orcas reign 
supreme. Catch sight of all of these at Spirit Bear Lodge, where stays 
include wildlife hikes and walks with the local Kitasso people.

stay here from £3,170 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, transfers,  
3 nights Vancouver, 3 nights all-inclusive at Spirit Bear Lodge & selected touring. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/103273 or call 020 7838 5894.

B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9  |  C A N A D A
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Best for Luxury:  Clayoquot Wilderness Resort

The ultimate in nature-meets-luxury, this resort is truly something 
special, its safari-style tents nestled in dense woodland or overlooking 
the mirrored waters of a pristine lake. Days here are spent hiking and 
horse riding while evenings invite soaks in cedar-wood hot tubs before 
the likes of pea-crusted Peace River lamb rack and smoked duck breast 
are served beside cosy fi res to a menu of perfectly paired wines. 

stay here from £5,685 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 
3 nights Vancouver, 3 nights all-inclusive at Clayoquot Wilderness Resort & selected  
excursions. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152118 or call 020 7838 5894.

Best for Food: Nimmo Bay

An exclusive wildlife retreat in the Great Bear Rainforest, Nimmo Bay 
off ers the very best in luxury wilderness living, with cabins that rise 
and fall with the tides. Wildlife viewing here is extraordinary, perhaps 
only matched by its incredible array of coastal cuisine; cocktails and 
canapés in the open air are a foretaste to gourmet meals of fresh crab 
and wild salmon.

stay here from £8,605 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 
3 nights Vancouver, 4 nights all-inclusive at Nimmo Bay & selected activities. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/152895 or call 020 7838 5894.

Best for Design:  Fogo Island Inn

A fi shing community on Newfoundland’s remote northeast coast might 
seem a strange location for a building whose contemporary design 
was the brainchild of a Norwegian-based architect. But, Fogo Island 
Inn is nothing if not extraordinary. Here, seven seasons provide scope 
for a full range of activities, from berry foraging and whale watching to 
bonfi re barbecues, iceberg cruises and wildlife walks.

stay here from £3,095 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 
2 nights b&b St John’s, 6 days car hire, 3 nights full-board at Fogo Island Inn, selected 
drinks & activities. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152847 or call 020 7838 5894.

Best for Wilderness:  Chic-Chocs Mountain Lodge

With space for just 36 guests this mountain lodge is nestled high in the 
pine and birch forests of Matane wildlife reserve, a spectacular and 
remote wilderness tailor-made for hiking, biking, canoeing and wildlife 
watching. Head out into the wilds to spot moose, caribou and soaring 
eagles, then head back for gourmet fi reside meals, saunas and soaks in 
outdoor hot tubs under star-studded skies. 

stay here from £2,030 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 
2 nights Québec City, 5 days car hire, 4 nights all-inclusive at Chic-Chocs Mountain Lodge 
& selected activities. For a full itinerary, visit  wexas.com/152874 or call 020 7838 5894.

C A N A D A  |  B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9
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The high points and potential pitfalls of visiting Japan 
during cherry blossom season, and why it’s vital 
to book early.

Cherry blossom season sees Japan 
at its picturesque best. Imposing 
castle grounds are softened with 
bright pink blooms and Kyoto’s 
geishas perform dances to mark 
the changing of the season. But 
the coloured animation doesn’t 
stop there. As the trees light up, 
a carnival atmosphere sweeps 
through this usually reserved 
nation. Join families and couples in 
the country’s traditional gardens, 
city parks and cosy riverbanks for 
what’s known as a hanami, or ‘flower 
viewing’ picnic, and head out at 
dusk when the blossom is set aglow 
by hanging lanterns. 

Spring in the air

But when’s the best time to go? The 
cherry blossom opens as a wave, 
blooming as early as February in 

Okinawa then slowly climbing north, 
cresting in Tokyo and Kyoto in early 
April before rippling into northern 
Hokkaido in May. As it spreads, 
you’ll find that sakura cherry 
blossom products follow in its wake; 
there are flavoured dumplings, 
crisps and even beer. 

However, when planning your 
pilgrimage, remember that 
accommodation, especially the 
country’s much-sought-after 
ryokans, gets booked up well in 
advance, often at greatly increased 
rates. Call us now to secure the best 
hotels at the best prices.

B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9  |  J A PA N

ESSENTIAL JAPAN 

With included private touring, bullet train journeys and stays in 
traditional ryokan inns, this tour is the perfect introduction to 
Japan. Along the way you’ll discover Japan’s ancient capital, Kyoto, 
where tea ceremonies are still conducted in geisha districts and 
mantras are chanted in Buddhist temples, experience the big-city 
commotion of neon-lit Tokyo, delight in Hakone’s Mt Fuji viewpoints 
and lose yourself among Nara’s monasteries, temples and gardens.

AN 11-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £2,475 PP  incl. uk airport 
lounge access, flights, selected transfers, 8 nights accommodation, train travel & 
selected touring. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/142654 or call 020 7838 5894.

SAVE UP TO

£110 PP
Book by 21 Sep 18 
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Most journeys to Vietnam begin 
with either one of its city greats, 
Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi – the 
former a look into the country’s 
future, all gleaming new buildings 
and designer shops; the latt er a 
window to its past, where faded 
French mansions overlook streets 
thronging with markets and mopeds 
and temples cloaked in incense. 

But it’s the spaces in between 
where Vietnam really dazzles. The 
beaches along its central coast, 
and on its jungle-fringed southern 
islands, are among Asia’s fi nest, 
the Mekong Delta is a romantic 
vision of rice fi elds, fruit farms and 
fl oating villages, and Halong Bay 
is…well, Halong Bay. It’s all knitt ed 
together by a fascinating history 
and a unique patchwork of cultures 
and cuisines, perfectly showcased 
in the cobblestone streets of Hoi 
An’s old town, the sheer grandeur of 
Hue’s 14th-century citadel and Cu 
Chi’s 250-kilometre rabbit warren, 

the fi ghting tunnels which ultimately 
brought an end to the Vietnam War. 

Our featured itinerary takes in all 
of these highlights and more, with 
traditional junk cruises, speedboat 
dashes and cookery classes adding 
extra spice. It’s best to book early 
though, as the peak travel season 
is relatively short. If you’re hoping 
to cover the whole country, autumn 
(Sep–Dec) and spring (Mar–Apr) 
are best.

V I E T N A M  |  B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9

Vietnam wraps around Indochina’s eastern coast, stretching and 
bending from north to south as if struggling to contain its sheer 
wealth of attractions.

Vietnam 
north to south

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
VIETNAM

13-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This ideal introduction to 
Vietnam contrasts bustling 
cities rich in culture and 
history with magnifi cent 
landscapes both coastal 
and rural. You’ll begin in 
Hanoi, where grand colonial 
buildings share streets 
packed with thronging 
markets. Then, a change of 
pace entirely, as you turn 
away from the colour and 
chaos of the capital to fi nd 
peace and beauty amid the 
limestone towers of Halong 
Bay. Aft er a junk ship cruise 
on its emerald waters, you’ll 
fl y south to explore Hoi An’s 
culinary riches and Hue’s 
imperial past before tours 
of Ho Chi Minh City, the 
infamous Cu Chi Tunnels and 
the meandering waterways 
of the Mekong Delta bring 
your holiday to a spectacular 
conclusion.

PRICES START FROM 
£2,975 PP incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 10 
nights accommodation, selected 
meals & touring & an overnight 
cruise on Halong Bay. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/103217 or 
call 020 7838 5894.
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Luxury under the
A N D E A N  SU N

Dazzling in the Andean sunshine, the crumbling ruins of Machu Picchu are perhaps Peru’s 
defi ning treasure. But there’s so much more to this remarkable country than its Incan treasures 
alone. Whether you’re looking to take in the colonial masterpieces of Cusco, tuck into freshly 
prepared ceviche in Lima’s Mirafl ores or watch nature writ large in the Amazon basin, Latin 
America specialist Rachel Mostyn’s two itinerary picks showcase the country at its dazzling best. 
It’s worth remembering, however, with hotels and lodges selling out months in advance, and entry 
to certain sites strictly limited, it’s essential to book early.

Discover the Amazon, 
Sacred Valley & Machu Picchu

Between stays in the depths of the world’s largest Between stays in the depths of the world’s largest 
rainforest and trips to ancient cities you’ll experience rainforest and trips to ancient cities you’ll experience 
the very best of Peru. Start with its capital, Lima, where the very best of Peru. Start with its capital, Lima, where 
colourful colonial architecture combines with some of colourful colonial architecture combines with some of 
South America’s best street food, before a riverboat South America’s best street food, before a riverboat 
will bring you into the depths of the Amazon Rainforest. will bring you into the depths of the Amazon Rainforest. 
Staying in a luxury jungle lodge, night safaris, canopy Staying in a luxury jungle lodge, night safaris, canopy 
walks and wildlife reserve treks will introduce you to the walks and wildlife reserve treks will introduce you to the 
sheer biodiversity of this unique part of the world. Then, sheer biodiversity of this unique part of the world. Then, 
you’ll move on, via Cusco, to the ancient sites of the you’ll move on, via Cusco, to the ancient sites of the 
Sacred Valley where Incan ruins tell the story of a lost Sacred Valley where Incan ruins tell the story of a lost 
civilisation. Prime among them is Machu Picchu, one of civilisation. Prime among them is Machu Picchu, one of 
the world’s true wonders.

A 12-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £3,345 PP 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, private transfers, 4-star 
accommodation, shared excursions in the Amazon, selected private 
touring throughout the rest of the tour & a Vistadome train ride to Machu 
Picchu. For a full itinerary and inclusions, visit wexas.com/143264 or
call our Latin America specialists on 020 7838 5894.

Best of Peru: Colca Canyon, Best of Peru: Colca Canyon, 
Lake Titicaca & Machu Picchu

From its geological wonders to a fascinating human 
history that stretches back more than 5,000 years, 
Peru is a true South American gem. With a landscape 
as diverse as its peoples, it sweeps inland from the as diverse as its peoples, it sweeps inland from the 
cliff -framed shores of the Pacifi c to the high Andes, cliff -framed shores of the Pacifi c to the high Andes, 
where condors soar and the Inca Empire once where condors soar and the Inca Empire once 
reigned supreme. On our ‘best of’ tour, you’ll take in reigned supreme. On our ‘best of’ tour, you’ll take in 
many of the country’s highlights across two action-many of the country’s highlights across two action-
packed weeks, exploring the ‘White City’ of Arequipa, packed weeks, exploring the ‘White City’ of Arequipa, 
admiring spectacular views of the Colca Canyon and admiring spectacular views of the Colca Canyon and 
traversing the world’s highest navigable lake. There’s traversing the world’s highest navigable lake. There’s 
also time to peel back the layers of history in Cusco also time to peel back the layers of history in Cusco 
and the Sacred Valley, and marvel at Machu Picchu – and the Sacred Valley, and marvel at Machu Picchu – 
the sacred ‘lost city’ of the Incas.the sacred ‘lost city’ of the Incas.

A 14-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £3,995 PP A 14-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £3,995 PP 
Incl. ukuk airport lounge access, fl ights, private transfers, 12 nights 
accommodation, private touring & rail journey from Puno to Cusco. accommodation, private touring & rail journey from Puno to Cusco. 
For a full itinerary and inclusions, visit For a full itinerary and inclusions, visit wexas.com/101477 or call 
020 7838 5894020 7838 5894.

B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9  |  P E R U

SAVE UP TO

£125 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£295 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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A collection of perfectly formed, luxury 
bungalows, Belmond Las Casitas, just a short 
hop from Colca Canyon, seems to be as much 
a part of the environment as the valley’s old 
growth forests. Each one is constructed from 
locally sourced stones while terracott a tiled 
roofs and whitewashed chimneys add to their 
bucolic charm. Rustic-chic interiors continue 
the aesthetic while designer four-poster 
beds and chandeliers add a touch of class to 
proceedings. Private terraces – complete with 
heated pool and outdoor shower – along with 
Roman-style bathtubs set under glass roofs 
round off  these indulgent off erings. Further 
relaxation comes in the form of a sauna and 
spa, where products showcase herbs from the 
hotel gardens. Take your meals alfresco on 
the restaurant terrace for views out across the 
valley, washed down with a glass or two of wine 
from the hotel’s own cellar. 

When it comes to fi nding that perfect blend of luxury and 
adventure, there’s much to be said for Peru’s mountain-
framed delights. From the UNESCO-listed ruins of 
world-wonder Machu Picchu to the sheer drama of Colca 
Canyon, the country’s history, culture and landscapes 
are nothing short of extraordinary. And, what bett er 
way to explore them than with Belmond? Pair stays 
in their collection of  hotels and lodges with a journey 
to remember aboard the Belmond Andean Explorer. 
But, you’ll need to book early, with limited departures 
throughout 2019 and beyond. 

On our recommended journey, you’ll take in many of 
Peru’s highlights, combining private tours, exclusive 
stays and Latin America’s most luxurious rail journey. 
Aft er a day spent discovering Lima’s European charm, 
you’ll fl y to Cusco to explore treasures both Incan and 

Ancient wonders and Andean beauty, 
brought to life

Spanish. It’s a wonderful contrast to the Sacred Valley’s 
indigenous villages and the mist-shrouded secrets of 
Machu Picchu, which you’ll take in with an expert guide.

Next, your indulgent two-night mountain rail trip – 
complete with wine-paired fi ne dining – will see you link 
remote temple ruins with a cruise among Lake Titicaca’s 
fl oating villages. You’ll then watch condors soar high 
above Colca Canyon, which you’ll explore in depth from 
your luxury base at Belmond Las Casitas, detailed below. 
Finally, travel by road to Arequipa, a city hewn from white 
rock sourced from the city’s volcanic surrounds.

A 13-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £5,995 PP 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, private transfers, 5-star 
accommodation, 2 nights aboard the Belmond Andean Explorer and a 
host of private tours. For a full day-by-day itinerary and inclusions, visit 
wexas.com/146102 or call 020 7838 5894. 

P E R U  |  B O O K  N O W  F O R  2 0 1 9
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WINTER
ESCAPES

While for many of us it’s been something of a 
golden summer, the winter chill will soon be here, 
providing the perfect excuse to pack a suitcase 
and head off on holiday.

But, do you shy away from the cold, or embrace 
it? Over the next few pages, we’ll help you decide, 
with a range of itineraries and destinations, 
picked by our specialists, that showcase the very 
best winter travel experiences. And, as you’ll 
see, it’s a season packed full of excitement, 
adventure, and a touch of relaxation, too. 

We head off to Scandinavia for a journey that 
pairs two of the region’s bucket-list attractions – 
Tromsø’s Northern Lights and a stay at Sweden’s 
famous ICEHOTEL. The aurora also takes centre 
stage in Canada’s Yukon, with a winter break at 
the gorgeous Boréale Ranch. Then, things heat 
up as we compare two Latin American gems 
in Chile and Costa Rica, take a trip around the 
Subcontinent and soak up some sunshine in 
the Seychelles. Asia specialist Adam Hickmott 
spends 48 hours in Hong Kong and Macao, and 
we shine a spotlight on the Middle East with a 
focus on Abu Dhabi and Oman. 

Rounding things off is a selection of our favourite 
winter sun holidays, with great-value offers to 
the world’s most idyllic islands and beaches; 
there are luxury stays in the Maldives and 
Carribean, with savings of up to 40%, closer-to-
home breaks to Tenerife and Mallorca, and even 
an itinerary taking in Malaysia’s tropical east 
coast, with two free nights in Kuala Lumpur.
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Bright lights and cultural delights are the draws 
of any city-break, and Norway’s Tromsø is no 
exception. But, unlike other cities, the man-made 
illuminations here are outshone by its famed natural 
spectacle, as its dark winter nights have proven to be 
most successful at coaxing out the elusive Northern 
Lights. Pair the aurora’s dazzling displays with 
cultural delights that are proudly polar, and you’ll 
soon find out why Tromsø is a city-break destination 
like no other.

Although set against a backdrop of snowy mountains, 
undulating wilderness and a glittering fjord, this small 
city is as lively as it is remote. From exploring polar 
museums and sampling local delicacies by day to 
soaking up the buzz of its bar scene by night, this self-
proclaimed ‘gateway to the Arctic’ offers plenty of fun to 
fill a long weekend away.

Venture outside of the city, however, and you’ll wish you 
could stay longer. There are all the classics, of course, 
with husky safaris and snowmobile dashes bringing you 
deep into the snowy Lyngen Alps. Alternatively, head to 
the all-new Tromsø Ice Domes to marvel at shimmering 
sculptures and friezes, accompanied by a tasty tapas 
lunch, or dip into the region’s history with a visit to a 
Samí village; discover how these hardy folk still live off 
the land, and even take a spin on that most traditonal 
form of transport, a reindeer sled. Further adventure 
can be found on snowshoe excursions and overnight 
stays in secluded aurora camps, while for something 
a little different, the world’s northernmost distillery 
offers guided tours and the chance to taste their vodka, 
aquavit, gin and whisky – the ideal winter warmer.

Northern Lights...

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  T R O M S Ø

NORTHERN LIGHTS IN TROMSØ 
4-DAY TAILOR-MADE BREAK

This winter city-break to Norway’s Arctic capital 
offers the ultimate opportunity to be dazzled by 
the Northern Lights whilst enjoying the quaint 
delights and outstanding gastronomic scene of 
its fjord-side spectacle. Away from the city lights, 
its surrounding snow-blanketed wilderness offers 
a genuine taste of intrepid adventure – enquire 
about our premium package for included husky 
mushing and aurora chasing.

prices start from £520 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, flights & 3 nights accommodation with 
breakfast, complimentary waffles & a light buffet dinner. 
Upgrade to our premium package for included husky and 
Northern Lights excursions. For a full itinerary and upgrade 
details, visit wexas.com/135707 or call 020 7838 5894. 
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With its one-of-a-kind design and stunning Lapland 
location, a stay at Sweden’s ICEHOTEL is a truly unique 
experience. Constructed from the ice of the nearby 
Torne River, 200 kilometers north of the Arctic Circle, 
each year’s hotel is an intricately sculpted reflection 
of the cultures and landscapes of Sweden’s far north. 
Flying into Kiruna, and transferring to Jukkasjärvi, our 
classic short break combines a night in a freshly carved 
Ice Room with two nights in warm accommodation. 
Throughout your stay, you’ll choose from a full 
complement of exciting wintertime excursions; perhaps 
try your hand at ice sculpture, head into the wilderness 

on snowmobiles and husky sleds, or enjoy a leisurely 
day of Nordic skiing before returning to warming saunas, 
a delicious spread of dining options and cocktails at the 
hotel’s ICEBAR. For an even more special experience, 
consider an upgrade to one of ICEHOTEL 365’s 
Deluxe Suites. Intricately carved and beaufully lit, these 
stunning themed suites also feature a heated en-suite 
bathroom and sauna.

A 4-DAY ICEHOTEL BREAK STARTS FROM £795 PP 
incl. flights, 1 night in an Ice Room, 2 nights in a warm room, 
breakfast, a morning sauna and a hotel tour. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/102817 or call 020 7838 5894. 

I C E H O T E L  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S

…and Arctic Nights

TROMSØ & THE ICEHOTEL BY RAIL 
5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

Perhaps the ultimate winter holiday, this new itinerary combines 
two bucket-list experiences on one epic journey. Starting in 
Tromsø, you’ll combine the buzz of this polar city with a whole host 
of optional excursions, ranging from husky safaris through the 
pristine wilderness to aurora cruises on the surrounding fjords. 
Then, from one fjord-side spectacle to another, you’ll take a scenic 
bus ride to Narvik, where cable-car rides bring you to mountaintop 
lookouts and, with luck, the Northern Lights dance in the night skies 
overhead. But the adventures don’t end there, as from Narvik you’ll 
board the Arctic Circle Train to race through the frozen landscapes 
of Swedish Lapland en route to Kiruna. It’s then just a short hop to 
ICEHOTEL for a night in an ice room and the chance for even more 
Arctic adventures.

prices start from £925 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, transfers, 
4 nights accommodation, breakfast & Arctic Circle rail journey. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/152401 or call 020 7838 5894.  
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T H E  Y U KO N
adventures in Canada’s wild northwest

Wexas Canada specialist Heather Harris explores 
the wilderness and heritage of one of Canada’s 
remotest provinces. 

Home to Canada’s five tallest 
mountains and the world’s largest 
sub-Arctic ice field, the Yukon 
is a showcase for nature on its 
grandest scale. In summer, national 
parks glow under the Midnight 
Sun, while in winter – perhaps the 
Yukon’s most enchanting season 
– the night skies sparkle with the 
ethereal beauty of the Northern 
Lights. It’s a place steeped in 
history, too, with a past that speaks 
of aboriginal longevity and the 
ephemeral Klondike Gold Rush. 

The vast majority of journeys 
through the Yukon begin with its 
capital, Whitehorse. Spread out 
along the picturesque banks of 
the rushing Yukon River, at the 
crossroads of the province’s two 
great highways – the Alaska and the 
Klondike – this is a city that rewards 
those who take time to scratch 
beneath the surface. Among its 
myriad surprises are a vibrant arts 
scene and a collection of heritage 
buildings hidden among the 
otherwise modern cityscape. 

But it’s the world beyond that 
defines this grandest of regions. 
The glaciers, ice fields, rivers and 
forests of Kluane National Park 
are home to moose, Dall sheep and 
grizzly bear, while scenic drives 
along the Silver Trail between Keno 
and Mayo provide glimpses of 
the province’s centuries-old First 
Nations heritage. 

Then there’s the former capital 
Dawson City, an authentic gold-
rush town and the starting point 
of that other classic Yukon driving 
route – the Top of the World 
Highway. This magnificent stretch of 
road brings visitors west through a 
landscape of barren, snow-capped 
peaks, right to the Alaskan border 
and beyond.

B O R É A L E  R A N CH

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  T H E  Y U K O N
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Experience the best of the Yukon in 
winter as you enjoy a thrilling three-
night adventure at Boréale Ranch. 
It all begins in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, whose pretty setting 
between mountains and sea offers 
an early and tantalizing glimpse of 
Canada’s pristine natural world. 
Take it all in from the luxuries of your 
boutique hotel, the Loden, whose 
designer interiors, spa, sauna and 
rooftop bar ensure an indulgent 
stay. Then, swap city slicking for 
the wintry wilds of the Yukon as 
you fly north to Whitehorse where 
a transfer will bring you to Boréale 
Ranch for a three-night, full-board 
stay. Here, you’ll have the chance to 
relax and explore as you wish, with 
the use of snowshoes and fat bikes, 
and the outdoor spa tub, included 
in the price. Then, after days spent 
taking in the wilderness with a 
full range of optional adventures, 
you’ll settle in to long evenings by 
the fire and the chance to spot the 
aurora from the ranch’s specially 
built viewing platform. Return to 
Vancouver on day six for a further 
night at the Loden before your 
overnight flight home.

PRICES FROM £1,705 PP incl. 
complimentary airport lounge access, flights, 
transfers, 3 nights at the Loden Vancouver 
& 3 nights at Boréale Ranch with all meals 
& selected activities. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/152833 or call 020 7838 5894.

N O RT H E R N  L I G H TS 
B R E A K  AT  

B O R É A L E  R A N C H
8-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

B O R É A L E  R A N CH
For many, seeing the Northern Lights is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. And, there can be few better places to watch the 
celestial drama unfold than amid the Yukon’s pristine landscapes. 

Located just 30 minutes from Whitehorse airport, and 
surrounded by ancient forests and snowy mountain peaks, 
Boréale Resort is the perfect place to do just that. The lodge’s 
four homely rooms and two spacious suites come with private 
balconies, ideal for spotting the aurora. There’s a spa tub, too, 
which looks out across the valley, a Northern Lights viewing 
platform and a delightfully cosy lounge tailor-made for evenings 
of convivial relaxation following days of snowshoeing, husky 
sledding and skiing in the wilderness. And, after delicious meals of 
wild cranberries, elk, salmon and Arctic char, the glow of a bonfire 
welcomes guests outdoors, even on the chilliest nights. 

T H E  Y U K O N  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S
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Landscapes of Chile
Chile stretches nearly 3,000 miles from north to south, and never more than 110 miles from east to west, always 

bound by the spine of the Andes on one side and the vast Pacifi c Ocean on the other. The scenery is extraordinarily 
diverse, from the arid, lunar landscapes of the Atacama Desert – the driest non-polar desert on earth – to the sculpted 

peaks and glacial lakes of the Torres del Paine National Park.

Highlights of Chile

Take in Chile’s scenic delights with our country-
spanning tailor-made journey. Bookend 
adventures in the Atacama Desert with nights in 
the capital, Santiago, then head south to Torres 
del Paine’s granite spires before rounding things 
off  with two nights in artsy Valparaíso.

A 13-DAY TOUR STARTS FROM £4,555 PP
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 10 nights 
accommodation, selected touring & shared excursions 
in Atacama Desert & Patagonia. For a full itinerary, visit
wexas.com/101682 or call 020 7838 5894.

Easter Island Extension

Extend your stay in Chile by contrasting its 
mainland highlights with a stay on faraway 
Easter Island, Rapa Nui. Staying at a choice of 
superior and deluxe hotels, you’ll discover the 
island’s unique nature and rich cultural heritage, 
manifested in the mysterious stone moai that 
look out to the crystalline waters of the 
Polynesian Pacifi c. 

PRICES START FROM £1,440 PP incl. domestic 
fl ights, 3 nights accommodation & private touring. 
Visit wexas.com/143150 for details.

In Chile’s central region you’ll fi nd the energetic bustle 
of the capital, Santiago, and the vibrancy of Valparaíso, 
standing proudly on the edge of the Pacifi c. Many of the 
country’s best wineries are also just a short drive from 
the capital, including those of the Colchagua Valley 
where harvests yield some of South America’s fi nest 
cabernet sauvignons and syrahs. Head south and there 
are the deep blues of the Lake District refl ecting the 
conical peaks of snow-capped volcanoes while just a 

short boat ride away is the island of Chiloé, a place rich 
in myth and legend. 

As you continue towards the very southern tip of the 
continent, the landscapes get wilder still, and arguably 
even more impressive. Amid vast national parks, you’ll 
see the groaning glaciers and 10,000-foot spires of 
Chilean Patagonia where guanacos roam and condors 
stretch their 12-foot wingspans.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  C H I L E
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Costa Rica: Sarapiqui and the Osa 
Peninsula 
Roam among rainbow-hued wildlife and kayak along 
idyllic shores on this spectacular journey, where you’ll 
combine the world-famous nature of Sarapiqui and the 
Osa Peninsula with the iconic landscapes of Arenal and 
its eponymous volcano. 

AN 11-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £3,485 PP 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 9 nights 
accommodation, selected meals & guided tours. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/104075 or call 020 7838 5894.

A land of mist-shrouded volcanoes and extraordinary 
wildlife, Costa Rica is a true Latin American gem. 
Consider that it accounts for just 0.03% of the earth’s 
surface but contains almost 6% of its biodiversity, and 
you’ll begin to grasp just how multifarious this tiny 
country really is – it’s a place where twelve different 
microclimates host everything from elusive big cats to 
exotic insects in subtropical cloud rainforests and along 
its far-fl ung coastlines. 

In this spectacular sett ing, luxury eco-lodges perch 
in jungle treetops and on rugged headlands such as 
those of the Osa Peninsula on Costa Rica’s secluded 
southwest coast; it’s a paradisiacal region, where 
scarlet macaws feed on rainforest trees and pumas 

Life on the wild 
side in Costa Rica

prowl the pristine jungle fl oor. Indeed, its remote 
location aff ords excellent chances to get up close to 
some of the country’s myriad wildlife, including tapirs, 
and, luck depending, elusive jaguars.

Explore winding waterways on canoeing excursions 
and head out on hikes along rugged wilderness trails to 
witness spider monkeys swinging among the branches 
and playful dolphins tracing the shoreline. Then there 
are the nocturnal snakes and colour-changing frogs 
you’ll spot on exploratory nightt ime treks, as well as 
sloths rising from their daytime slumber and the shrieks 
of howler monkeys as they peer down from treetop 
perches. Naturally, there are chances to unwind, too, 
whether that’s surfi ng on Cabo Matapalo’s swells or 
sunbathing on near-deserted shores. 

C O S TA  R I C A  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S
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Adventures on the  
I N D I A N  S U B CO N T I N E N T

ESS E N C E  O F  R AJ A ST H A N
12-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This tour begins in Delhi, a city known as much for its 
colourful markets as it is the splendid Mughal-period 
architecture that hides between new city’s leafy avenues 
and the bustling laneways of its Old Delhi cousin. Then, 
after guided tours of the capital, you’ll head to Agra and 
the gleaming white marble of the Taj Mahal. In many 
ways it’s the perfect precursor to your journey through 
Rajasthan. Here, in its cities – Jaipur, Jodhpur and 
Udaipur – grand forts and majestic palaces look out to 
peaceful lakes and bazaars fragranced with incense and 
spice. Take in the region’s regal highlights in the company 
of your expert guide, before contrasting their opulence 
with the rural traditions of a Bishnoi tribal village.

PRICES START FROM £2,320 PP incl. UK airport lounge, 
flights, 10 nights B&B accommodation, private touring & transfers. For a 
full itinerary, visit wexas.com/104390 or call 020 7838 5894.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  I N D I A N  S U B C O N T I N E N T

B EST  O F  S R I  L A N K A
15-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This curated itinerary takes in the historic sites of Sri 
Lanka’s central north, showcasing the ancient rock 
fortress of Sigiriya, Polonnaruwa’s 11th-century ruins 
and Dambulla’s spectacular cave temples. It’s an in-
depth journey through the country’s remarkable past, 
wonderfully offset by the spectacular landscapes and 
wildlife of the Minneriya and Yala National Parks. You’ll 
then head south to take in Kandy’s lakeside tranquillity 
and Tooth Relic temple before hopping into the hills to 
visit the tea plantations of the Central Highlands. The fort 
city of Galle then paves the way for relaxing day trips to 
the palm-fringed sands of the idyllic south coast.

PRICES START FROM £3,560 PP incl. uk airport lounge, 
flights, 13 nights accommodation, private transfers, private touring & 
the services of an English-speaking driver-guide. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/103865 or call 020 7838 5894.

With a high season that runs from November through to April, the Indian Subcontinent has long 
been among our most popular winter destinations. And why wouldn’t it be? In India, Rajasthan 
beckons with storybook forts and jungles home to prowling tigers, while in neighbouring Sri Lanka, 
UNESCO World Heritage sites look out across wildlife-rich national parks and a glorious Indian 
Ocean coastline. The hardest part is choosing which to see first. To help you decide, we asked 
resident Indian Subcontinent specialist Krishna Ghosh to pick two of her favourite trips.

SAVE UP TO

£115 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£175 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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I N D I A N  S U B C O N T I N E N T  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S

A scattering of dreamy and 
deserted islands in the Bay of 
Bengal, the Andamans are India’s 
furthest flung region. Together 
with the Nicobar Islands, they 
make up an archipelago of extreme 
beauty, with platinum sands 
glittering between turquoise 
waters and emerald forested 
interiors. Occupying 46 pristine 
acres on Havelock Island’s famed 
Radhanagar Beach, Taj Exotica 
Resort & Spa, Andamans, is a 
luxurious gateway to a magical 
medley of rainforests, national 
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, 
unspoilt beaches and ancient 
tribal cultures.
 
Designed to showcase and 
nurture the island’s natural 
resources – Taj’s commitment 
to conservation and sustainable 
luxury is evident throughout 
– the resort is dotted with 50 
modern and ever-so-stylish villas, 
all on stilts and nestled under a 
shady canopy of palmyra palms – 
a contemporary haven built without 
felling a single tree. Sophisticated 
and utterly chic, these serene 
retreats come with thatched roofs, 
private decks, fine linens and 
fabulous views. 

There’s a striking infinity pool 
overlooking the beach, and the 
gorgeous Jiva Spa, which offers a 
full spread of indulgent treatments. 
It’s all complemented with Taj’s 
renowned brand of discreet and 
intuitive service, all of which creates 
a bespoke atmosphere for privacy 
and romance interrupted only by the 
delightful sounds of kingfishers and 
emerald doves.
 
Havelock itself is an endless 
source of delight and discovery, 
and the hotel has a number of 
signature experiences designed 
to make the most of the stunning 
surroundings. Of these, the turtle 
nesting excursions and nocturnal 

kayaking trips through mangroves 
and fluorescent phytoplankton 
are perhaps the most fascinating. 
An in-house naturalist is on hand, 
and snorkelling, diving, jungle 
treks and deep-sea game fishing 
are easily arranged. 

Gourmets will find much to 
indulge in, too, with a host of 
sensational dining experiences 
at concept restaurants Turtle 
House and The Settlers. At the 
former, guests will find everything 
from Mediterranean specials to 
local coastal curries using the 
freshest seafood, while the latter 
takes diners on a delicious journey 
through the unique cuisines of 
the Andamans’ rich immigrant 
heritage.

Whether witnessing a remarkable 
Indian Ocean sunset or savouring 
an exquisite meal for two in the 
mangrove forest, the Taj Exotica 
Resort and Spa, Andamans, opens 
up the secrets of this secluded 
Eden like never before.

Discover the Ultimate Indian Island  
– and its finest hotel

our deluxe itinerary 
starts from £2,960 pp incl. uk 
airport lounge, flights, transfers, ferry 
between Port Blair and Havelock Island, 
8 nights accommodation including  
3 nights at Taj Exotica Resort & Spa, 
Andamans & private touring. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/103894 or 
call 020 7838 5894.

SAVE UP TO

£250 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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Tried and trusted, Hong Kong has 
been a traveller’s favourite for 
decades, its sky-scraping centre, 
traditional markets and pretty 
outlying islands striking the perfect 
balance between the modern and 
ancient.  Here’s what two days might 
have in store. 

day 1 » hong kong & kowloon
Begin your stay in style by taking the 
funicular Peak Tram up to Victoria 
Peak – the highest point on Hong 
Kong Island – to soak up sweeping 
views of the delicious skyline below. 
From here you’ll be able to see the 
city’s sprawl of urban clusters, from 
lively Wan Chai across to Kowloon 
with its temples, markets and multi-
coloured neon glow, and pretty 
golden bays, all framed by limestone 
peaks dressed in dense rainforest 
verdure. And, while you’re up there, 
make the leisurely amble along the 
two-mile Peak Circle Walk for city 
skyline panoramas that just continue 
to unfold.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  H O N G  K O N G  &  M A C A O

48 hours in Hong Kong & Macao

Back at ground level, browse any 
one of the city’s world-class malls 
– serious shoppers flock to Hong 
Kong for its incredible array of luxury 
and designer boutiques. Then, for 
a real cultural insight, and contrast 
to all that glass and steel, wait for 
the sun to go down before heading 
out to one of the city’s outdoor 
markets – the Ladies’ Market and 
Temple Street Night Market, both 
on Kowloon, are two of the best. 
Remember, you’ll have to haggle 
hard to bag the best bargains. 

day 2 » golden sands & 
culinary delights  On day 
two, head to the fishing village of 
Aberdeen. This floating community 
of markets, temples and eateries 
offers a wonderful mix of tradition and 
tranquillity. Be sure to take a sampan 
ride to the village’s typhoon shelter 
– a truly impressive sight. Then, head 
further along the coast to relax on 
the golden sands of Repulse Bay. It’s 
the perfect place to top up your tan, 

 HONG KONG

or to simply wander along the pretty 
promenade. 

For your last night, indulge in the 
bright-light attractions of Hong 
Kong’s ultra-modern centre. Watch 
the Symphony of Lights unfold from 
the shores of Tsim Sha Tsui, and 
revel in the gastronomic offerings 
of one of the world’s top culinary 
capitals; think wonton noodles and 
freshly steamed dim sum served in 
everything from Michelin-starred 
restaurants to all-night street stalls.

A three-night stay at the Langham, 
Hong Kong starts from £1,035pp 
incl. UK airport lounge access, 
flights, private transfers & breakfast. 
For more information on the hotel 
and to book, call 020 7838 6894 or 
visit wexas.com/103613.

SAVE UP TO

£165 PP
Book by 21 Sep 18 
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Hong Kong and Macao are two holiday hotspots hitting the headlines. Wexas Asia specialist 
Adam Hickmott discovers why these destinations are worth the trip in their own right, as well 
as being ideal for a stopover, and what you can expect to see and do with 48 hours in each.

H O N G  K O N G  &  M A C A O  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S 

A Special Administrative Region 
of China since 1999, Macao is just 
40 short miles from Hong Kong. 
But, with a history steeped in the 
traditions of its Portuguese settlers, 
it couldn’t be more different. 

day  1 » unesco treasures & 
fabulous food With only 48 hours 
here, drop your bags at your hotel 
– the Mandarin Oriental, Macau is 
our favourite – and make your way 
to ‘The Historic Centre of Macao’ 
– a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
Here, within  a maze of streets and 
picturesque piazzas, you’ll findTaoist 
temples and baroque churches. Start 
with the famous Ruins of St. Paul’s, 
an imposing façade that, much like 
its surrounds, is a stunning example 
of East meets West. Then, spend the 
rest of the day wandering streets lined 
with pastel-hued houses as you tick 
off other top sights such as the elegant 
Senado Square, the Baroque-style 
St. Lawrence’s Church, Dom Pedro V 
Theatre, and the historic A-Ma Temple.

This evening, swap old-world culture 
for the glamour of Macao’s nightlife. 
Dinner will be a gastronomic delight 
whether you choose the local 
Macanese food, which combines 
influences from across Asia, Europe, 
Africa and Latin America, or opt 
for one of the region’s eighteen 
Michelin-starred restaurants. And, if 
your night doesn’t stop at dinner, few 
Asian destinations can beat Macao 
for sheer entertainment, with rooftop 
bars and glitzy casinos as well as 
shows including the spectacular 
House of Dancing Water at the City 
of Dreams resort, a 90-minute water-
based spectacular comprising high-
dive acrobatics, spectacular stunts 
and incredible effects.

day 2 » a contrast of town and 
country With 24 hours gone, head 
out early to discover the new-world 
attractions of Macao’s cityscape. At 
338-metres high, the Macau Tower 
offers tremendous views across the 
Pearl River Delta. Or, for picturesque 

hills and villages, valleys and beaches, 
head to Coloane in Macao’s southern 
countryside. Stop off at Lord Stow’s 
Bakery for the best pastéis de nata 
around before visiting Kai Kai and 
Xin Xin, the two loveable residents of 
the Macao Giant Panda Pavilion and 
their twin cubs, born in June 2016. 
Then, perhaps explore the bustling 
alleyways and traditional shops in 
Taipa Village before heading back to 
the city to contrast Macao’s bustling 
markets with its glitzy malls packed 
with designer brands.

A three-night stay at the Mandarin 
Oriental, Macau starts from  
£1,225 pp incl. UK airport lounge 
access, flights, private transfers, 
ferry from Hong Kong & breakfast. 
For more information on the hotel 
and to book, call 020 7838 5894 or 
visit wexas.com/151450.

 MACAO

SAVE UP TO

£160 PP
Book by 21 Sep 18 
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Oman’s under-the-radar status means it’s often neglected in favour of its big-hitting neighbours. But, those 
who make the journey here will be richly rewarded with striking landscapes and a palpable Arabian culture 
that’s just as impressive. Leave behind the capital Muscat’s whimsical sprawl and you’ll discover date 
plantations tucked away in verdant valleys, mudbrick villages that cling to towering cliffs and bustling 
souk market towns in the shadow of crumbling citadels. It’s all framed by spectacular snaggletooth 
mountains that shadow ochre-red deserts and mile after mile of white-sands coast.

You’ll not scrimp on comforts, either 
– Oman combines elegant luxury 
and near-constant sunshine with a 
reputation as one of the world’s best-
value winter-sun destinations, 

But where to begin? Well, a trip to 
these shores wouldn’t be complete 
without a journey through the Al 
Hajar Mountains, all sweeping 
gorges sprinkled with rosebushes, 
craggy caves and the ruins of ancient 
villages long since deserted. It’s 
also the site of the ultra-luxurious 
Alila Jabal Akhdar, where sweeping 
views are paired with indulgent spa 
treatments and the best in gourmet 
Arabic cuisine.

Head here on an eight-day, twin-
centre trip paired with a stay at the 
Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah Resort 
& Spa, where a private beach and 
luxury spa provide the comforts after 
mountain treks and snorkelling trips.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  O M A N

OMAN : 
The Pearl of Arabia

prices start from £2,375 pp 
incl. flights, 7 nights accommodation, 
private transfers throughout and 
exclusive tours of Muscat and 
Nizwa where vibrant souks, tribal 
mudhouses and 17th-century forts 
vie for your attention. For more 
information and to book, visit  
wexas.com/138958. 

Or, perhaps head out on an all-
encompassing tour through Oman’s 
myriad delights. Our eight-day 

itinerary will see you relax on turtle-
nesting beaches, discover historic 
port towns and wander amid 16th- 
century forts. Then there’s rambling 
mountain hikes and dinners in remote 
Bedouin desert camps, all knitted 
together with time to relax, again at 
the spectacular Shangri- La. 

prices start from £2,940 pp 
incl. flights, 7 nights accommodation, 
select meals and private touring 
throughout. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/102489. 

If you’re looking to combine a stay in 
Oman with adventures further afield, 
Oman Air – detailed opposite – offer 
endless scope for discovery. Perhaps 
swap Muscat’s craggy mountain 
ranges for unadulterated beach bliss 
with their new Muscat to Maldives 
route, or combine a stay in the 
sultinate with Zanzibar’s spice farms 
and sugar-white sands. 
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For the past three years, Oman 
Air’s Economy Class has been 
recognised in the World Travel 
Awards as the industry’s finest. 
Fresh, bold tones inspired 
by Oman’s azure coasts and 
otherworldly sunsets play host to 
state-of-the-art entertainment 
systems, usb ports and a four-way 
adjustable headrest.

Upgrade to Business Class and 
champagne-accompanied fine 
dining is served right to your 6.5-
foot lie-flat bed, while every seat 
comes with direct-aisle access and 
an electronically controlled back 
and leg rest. 

And now, for the ultimate in onboard 
comfort, there’s the spectacular 
First Mini Suite on selected flights 

Since its first flight in 1993, 
Oman Air has grown to become 
one of the world’s leading airlines, 
where the journey really does 
begin the moment you step on to 
the plane. Its evcr-expanding fleet 
flies to 50 destinations across 27 
countries, including twice-daily 
flights out of London Heathrow 
and a daily service from 
Manchester. And, with the launch 
of the stunning new Dreamliner 
in July 2018, Oman Air has just 
raised the bar higher still. 

aboard the new Dreamliner 787-9. 
Unveiled in April 2018, each one 
features extra-tall soft-slide doors 
that evoke images of Muscat’s 
heritage buildings, and mood 
lighting reminiscent more of a 
five-star hotel than an aeroplane. 
It’s an experience completed by a 
chilled in-suite mini-bar, a dedicated 
wardrobe and a quilted duvet for the 
perfect night’s sleep.

First and Business passengers are 
also invited to take advantage of the 
airline’s signature lounge at Muscat 
International Airport. With an 
interior designed to reflect Oman’s 
desert and mountain landscapes, 
paired with delicious food, premium 
drinks and dedicated relaxation 
areas, it’s the perfect place to wind 
down between flights.
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D e s er t  D reamin g  in     A b u  D habi
Awe-inspiring culture, miles of sugar-white beaches, unexpected natural wonders and world-class luxury – Abu Dhabi 
has come of age, and it wants everyone to know. Its glittering skyline, marble-domed mosques and indulgent beachfront 
resorts continually bathed in glorious sunshine mean it’s a destination for all, whether that’s honeymooners, adventure-
seekers or families. And, with Etihad offering daily fl ights from London Heathrow and Manchester at under eight 
hours, and weather that’s at its best during our winter, you’ll wonder why you’ve never visited before. Wexas Middle 
East specialist Debbie Mayger casts her expert eye over a destination on the rise.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  A B U  D H A B I

Relax on blonde-white shores 
heralded as the best in the Arabian 
Gulf, such as Corniche, where 
luxury beach clubs serve everything 
from catch-of-the-day grills to 
signature cocktails. Then, return to 
outstanding beachfront hotels such 
as the national-landmark Emirates 
Palace, all gilded suites and luxury 
spas overlooking a private beach. 
Our favourite, however, is the 
resplendent, Shangri-La, where 
fi ve-night breaks including fl ights 
and transfers start from £1,145 pp. 
Visit wexas.com/102940 for details.

For more golden-sands indulgence 
there are some 200 islands just 
off  the coast, many of which are 
fast becoming world-class leisure 
destinations in their own right.
Nowhere is this more apparent than 
on Saadiyat Island, home to some 

of the region’s best beachfront 
properties as well as a world-class 
shopping and commercial hub and 
several kilometres of pristine white 
sand. Here you’ll fi nd the St Regis, 
whose 18-hole golf course and 
opulent spa make for wonderfully 
relaxing stays. A fi ve-night break 
including fl ights and transfers starts 
from £1,240 pp. For full inclusions 
visit wexas.com/103632.

Then there’s Yas Island, a vibrant 
mélange of exquisite beaches, live 
music venues and one of the newest 
Formula 1 tracks on the circuit. It 
also features the family-friendly 
Waterworld and Warner Bros World, 
as well as, naturally, a collection of 
ultra-luxury hotels, perfect for lazy 
days under the Arabian sun. As with 
the rest of Abu Dhabi, Yas doesn’t 
do things by halves, boasting as it 

does one of the largest shopping 
malls in the world. And there are 
plenty of options for those wanting 
a night on the tiles, with a swathe 
of popular nightspots coupled 
with some excellent eateries 
off ering everything from fresher-
than-fresh seafood to delicious 
Middle Eastern delicacies. And, 

Etihad Airways

Etihad Airways off ers three daily fl ights from London Heathrow, a twice-daily 
service from Manchester to Abu Dhabi and onwards to over 90 destinations in more 
than 50 countries.  Onboard each state-of-the-art aircraft , you’ll experience the 
latest entertainment with hundreds of hours of TV and fi lms including live channels 
with sport and news. Upgrade to Business Class for a Dine Anytime service with 
dedicated Food & Beverage Manager to guide you through the range of dining 
options. When it’s time to relax, seats convert to comfortable fl at beds, all with aisle 
access. On arrival in Abu Dhabi, you’ll enjoy a luxury chauff eur service to your fi nal 
destination in the UAE. Furthermore, the airline’s ‘Extraordinary Abu Dhabi Pass’ 
off ers their fl yers exclusive discounts on some of the region’s top att ractions, from 
shopping off ers to rounds of golf and indulgent spa days.
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A B U  D H A B I  |  W I N T E R  E S C A P E S

there are more of those stunning 
golf courses, too, including the 
Yas Links, heralded as one of the 
fi nest in the world. 

But there’s far more to Abu Dhabi 
than luxury resorts alone. Once 
viewed as a destination for business, 
the city is a showcase for the 
region’s unique cultural heritage  – 
perhaps most notably in the form 
of the resplendent Sheikh Zayed 
Mosque. The third largest in the 
world, its white domes frame pristine 
marble fl ooring, glitt ering crystal 
chandeliers hang from painted 
ceilings and a sprawling, hand-
woven Persian carpet stretches 
out to cover a space for more than 
40,000 worshippers. Elsewhere, 
the creative delights on Saadiyat 
Island borrow such household 
names as The Louvre and the soon-
to-be-opened Guggenheim, while 
historians will revel in the UNESCO 
World Heritage sites of Bida Bint 

Saud – home to a collection of 
5,000-year-old stone tombs – and 
the Hili Archaeological Park home to 
the ruins of a Bronze-Age fort. 

Further afi eld, the undulating 
dunes of the surrounding desert 
set the scene for evocative camel 
rides and adventurous days spent 
sandboarding and quad biking. 
It’s best paired with a stay at the 
Anantara Qasr Al Sarab, which 
dazzles with sweeping ochre 
views, a gorgeous swimming pool 
and an ever-so-indulgent spa. 
Nature’s delights continue on Sir 
Bani Yas Island, where gazelle, 
giraff e, oryx and even cheetah roam 
among 4,000 hectares of pristine 
wilderness. Further surprises can be 
found among Abu Dhabi’s coastal 
forests, the perfect spot for kayak 
paddles and wildlife spott ing, all set 
against the spa luxuries and fusion 
dining of the fabulous Anantara 
Eastern Mangroves.



wexas.com . 020 7838 589430

SI M P LY  SE YCH EL L ES
In March, British Airways launched its new route between its London Heathrow home and the Seychelles, making it 
the only airline to offer a non-stop service from the UK. Flights take off twice weekly, year-round, ideal for a summer 
escape or a dose of winter sun. Better still, flights depart Terminal 5 on Wednesdays and Saturdays, so the timetable 
is set up perfectly for an immersive 10-day trip. And, with a choice of four British Airways cabins on board the new 
Boeing Dreamliner 787-900 series – World Traveller, World Traveller Plus, Club World and First – there’s a full spread 
of options offering the best in-flight comfort for a wide range of budgets. 

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  B R I T I S H  A I R WAY S  &  T H E  S E Y C H E L L E S

World Traveller

A comfortable journey is assured in British Airways’ 
economy cabin, World Traveller. Take advantage of 
online check-in, a 23kg checked baggage and two-
piece hand baggage allowance, an ergonomically 
designed seat, complimentary three-course meals and 
bar service, and the latest on-demand entertainment. 

World Traveller Plus

Stretch out in a separate cabin to World Traveller, with 
a maximum of just six rows. Enjoy a larger seat with 
adjustable headrest, lumbar support, more legroom 
and greater seat recline along with additional baggage 
allowance, enhanced dining choices and touch-screen 
entertainment on a screen 60% larger than before. 

Club World

As well as dedicated check-in desks and access to 
exclusive lounges, Club World passengers are able to 
enjoy the comfort of an award-winning seat that converts 
into a fully flat 6’ bed. Other in-flight extras include a 
touch-button privacy screen, a personal locker and 
menus designed by some of the world’s top chefs.

First

Experience the height of refinement in First where 
services include access to more than 150 lounges 
worldwide. On board, first flyers will find luxurious seats 
that  recline to a bed at the touch of a button, Egyptian 
cotton bedding, an anytime turndown service, state-of-
the-art entertainment and flexible à la carte dining.
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Constance Ephélia Resort, Mahé

Experience fly-and-flop holidaying at its 
best with a stay at this elegant Mahé retreat. 
Suites mix the latest in-room technology 
with garden or ocean views, while the 
various villas add in private pools and 
bicycles. Elsewhere, the resort’s restaurants 
showcase a globespanning mix of cuisines. 
The superb U Spa by Constance sets the 
scene for indulgent relaxation between the 
likes of zip-lining trips and island-hopping 
boat excursions.

prices start from £2,300 pp incl. British 
Airways flights, private transfers & 7 nights half-board 
accommodation in a Junior Suite. For more information, 
visit wexas.com/101778 or call 020 7838 5894.

An archipelago of idyllic islands framed by granite 
outcrops and magnificent coral gardens, the Seychelles 
is one of the world’s true paradises. Made up of 115 
islands, it offers the very best  in  palm-fringed luxury, 
where white-sand beaches are framed by topaz-blue 
seas and kaleidoscopic reefs play host to a staggering 
array of marine life; there’s everything from colourful 
clownfish to magnificent whale sharks. And the wildlife 
doesn’t end there, as on land you might spot turtles 

nesting on remote shores and birdlife ranging from sooty 
terns to magpie robins. What’s more, it’s easy to take in 
multiple islands on a single trip, combining the likes of 
Mahé’s rugged beauty with seductive Praslin – all gin-
clear waters and lush jungle foliage – or nearby La Digue 
with its pink sands and  laid-back vibes. To make the 
most of British Airways’ new route, here are  two  of our 
favourite luxury island getaways to help inspire your next 
Indian Ocean holiday. 

Constance Lemuria Resort, Praslin

For something a touch more secluded, 
the Constance Lemuria is positioned right 
on the pristine beaches of Praslin Island. 
The spa is superb, the all-suite-and-villa 
accommodation is delightfully elegant 
and the restaurants are sommelier paired. 
And, if your luck’s in, you’ll enjoy mornings 
spent watching turtles hatch on the beach, 
followed by a round at the Seychelles’ only 
18-hole golf course. 

prices start from £2,750 pp incl. British 
Airways international flights, domestic flights, private 
transfers & 7 nights b&b accommodation in a Junior 
Suite. For more information, visit wexas.com/102172 or 
call 020 7838 5894.

INDIAN OCEAN ESCAPES

SAVE UP TO

£695 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£1,160 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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Escape to the beach
While many of our recommended winter escapes are grounded in tailor-made adventure, 
there’s much to be said for a week or two of beach time. Whether it’s the chance to bask 
in tropical sunshine, snorkel on technicolour reefs, unwind with a spa treatment or sip 
cocktails as the sun sets across a palm-fringed shore, the world’s islands and beaches serve 
up relaxation in abundance. Below is a small selection of our favourites. But don’t hesitate 
to call if another destination appeals.

W I N T E R  E S C A P E S  |  B E A C H  &  R E L A X AT I O N

Carlisle Bay a n ti gua

Gordon Campbell Gray of One Aldwych fame 
has stamped his unique sense of understated 
luxury on this all-suite beachfront resort. 
Highlights include two excellent restaurants, 
a private 45-seat cinema, a spa and enough 
tennis courts to host a grand slam.

prices from £2,235 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, flights, transfers & 7 nights b&b  in a 
Garden Suite. Prices vary by departure date, please call 
for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

30% OFF
ACCOMMODATION
Selected dates from  
4 jan – 30 nov 19
Book by 30 Sep 18 

Colony Club b a r b a d o s

At Colony Club, each room’s patio or 
balcony looks out over tropical gardens 
that lazily spill down onto a golden beach. 
And, while its wooden ceilings are steeped 
in colonial heritage, its spa, water sports, 
fitness centre and al-fresco restaurant are 
contemporary classics. 

prices from £1,645 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, transfers & 7 nights b&b in a Pool Garden 
View Room. Prices vary by departure date, please call for 
a quote. 

SAVE UP TO

40% OFF
ACCOMMODATION
Selected dates from  

now to 18 Dec 18
Book by 30 Sep 18 

Rendezvous st lu ci a

Designed with couples in mind, this 
boutique resort is ideally located along a 
two-mile beach on Saint Lucia’s northwest 
coast. With romance as its raison d’être, you 
can expect everything from candlelit dining 
to champagne tastings and cocktails served 
on the beach.

prices from £2,540 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, transfers & 7 nights all-inclusive in a 
Premium Garden View room. Prices vary by departure 
date, please call for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

35% OFF
ACCOMMODATION
Selected dates from  
3 jan – 13 april 19
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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Lux* m a l d iv es

Fringed by gracefully curving sands, this 
resort is a showcase for Maldivian luxury, with 
overwater bungalows and villas scattered 
along the shore. The real highlights here are 
the extra little touches, such as impromptu 
beachside film screenings, surprise musical 
performances and pop-up bars. 

prices from £2,225 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, floatplane transfers & 7 nights b&b in a 
Beach Pavilion. Prices vary by departure date, please call 
for a quote.

Hotel  Cala Sant Vicenç
m a l lo r c a

Located close to three stunning beaches, 
this traditional hotel looks out across the 
Tramuntana Mountains, views of which are 
enjoyed from private balconies and shared by 
a delightful outdoor pool. The dining is just as 
special, pairing island ingredients with fine 
wines served under the stars.

prices from £1,050 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, transfers & 7 nights b&b in a Superior Room. 
Prices vary by departure date, please call for a quote.

FREE UPGRADE  
to a Junior Suite 

SAVE UP TO

£120 PP 
Selected travel dates 

Book by 7 Oct 18 

The Ritz-Carlton Abama 
t e n e ri f e

Tuck into Michelin-starred food at this luxury 
coastal resort where Moorish architecture 
commands volcanic Atlantic-Ocean views. 
Spend time on the exclusive, funicular-
accessed beach, golf course and tennis 
courts, or unwind in the spa and pools.

prices from £1,195 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, transfers & 7 nights B&B accommodation 
in a Deluxe Citadel Room. Prices vary by departure date, 
please call for a quote..

Tanjong Jara Resort m a l ay si a

Tucked away on Malaysia’s tropical east 
coast, this elegant resort features rooms 
inspired by a 17th-century Malay palace. 
Explore the region’s rich culinary heritage 
on cookery classes, take to the waters on 
snorkel trips and sunset cruises, or simply 
relax on the powder-white beach.
 
prices from £1,295 pp incl. uk airport lounge 
access, flights, transfers, 2 nights b&b in Kuala Lumpur 
& 5 nights B&B at Tanjong Jara Resort.  Prices vary by 
departure date, please call for a quote.

SAVE UP TO

£257 PP
Selected travel dates 

Book by 30 Sep 18 

2 FREE NIGHTS IN  
KUALA LUMPUR

Selected departures
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£510 PP
Selected travel dates 

Book by 30 Sep 18 
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GREAT 
RAIL 

JOURNEYS
From the snow-topped peaks of Alpine Europe 
to the jungled lowlands of Malaysia and the 
wildlife-rich national parks of western Canada, 
our specialists have been scouring the planet 
to bring you the very best luxury rail journeys, 
showcased in detail across the next few pages. 

We take a look at the ever-so-elegant Eastern 
& Oriental Express, and find out more about its 
varied routes across the Malaysian Peninsula. 
There are top tips from Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express General Manager Pascal Deyrolle on 
how to make the most of your time on board. 
And, Wexas’ very own Alison Nicolle heads deep 
into the wilderness aboard Rocky Mountaineer, 
pairing self-drives and heli-hikes with days 
aboard Canada’s most luxurious train.

For further detail, head to wexas.com/rail or 
order your complimentary Rail & Cruise brochure 
from wexas.com/brochures.
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General-Manager Pascal Deyrolle speaks exclusively to Wexas 
about his life on board the Venice Simplon-Orient Express.

‘I have come full circle,’ says Pascal 
Deyrolle, who became General 
Manager of the Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express in 2014. ‘I started 
as a cabin steward on board in 1992. 
As a steward I enjoyed talking to 
and looking after my guests. You 
have a list of tasks to do, it’s like 
running a mini hotel: you handle 
the luggage, the check-in and check-
out, and the cleaning – but you run 
your own show.’

Within a year he was promoted to 
head of department, then in 1996 he 
left to study hospitality management 
in Paris before moving to Australia, 
where he worked on a luxury train for 
five years. ‘Then I travelled the world: 
America, Mexico, Peru, France. And 
now here I am back in Venice, from 
where I board the Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express once a month.’

Pascal recalls many favourite 
moments while travelling on the 
train. On the Paris to Istanbul 
journey passengers alight at 
passport control to cross the 
Bulgaria-Turkey border at Varna 
on the Black Sea. ‘It’s an exciting, 
social occasion – absolutely my 
favourite part of the trip,’ he says. 
Pascal describes the snow-covered 
Dolomites and Alps as ‘magical’, 
and also mentions the magnificent 
scenery of the Rhine gorge on the 
Paris to Berlin journey. Travelling 
close by the river’s edge, the train 
passes castles perching among 
vineyards on craggy cliffs, the 
mysterious Lorelei rock where a 
temptress is said to have lured 
sailors to their deaths, and a 15th-
century fortress shaped like a ship 
on an island in mid-stream.

R A I L  J O U R N E Y S  |  V E N I C E  S I M P L O N - O R I E N T- E X P R E S S

A JOURNEY OF 
TIMELESS ELEGANCE
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A JOURNEY OF 
TIMELESS ELEGANCE

Save the best for last
Saving the train until the end of your 
trip means you end your holiday on 
a high. On the Venice to London 
train, executive head chef Christian 
Bodiguel serves the most fantastic 
lobster brunch. Paired with pink 
champagne, this completes my 
perfect morning.

You won’t miss a thing
We plan each journey so the train 
passes through the most beautiful 
scenery during the day, so you 
don’t need to worry about missing 
anything at night while you are 
asleep or enjoying a convivial 
tipple in the bar car. On the Venice 
to London journey, the scenery 
between Brennero and Innsbruck is 
particularly stunning.

Make the most of the bar car
Bar 3674 is the social hub of the 
train – don’t just save it for the 
evening, but come along for pre-
lunch drinks where you’ll fi nd head 
barman Ignazio creating signature 
cocktails whilst the pianist plays our 
baby grand. We’ve also introduced a 
champagne bar, serving a selection 
of chilled vintages.

You can never be overdressed
Whilst not mandatory, for me a tux 
is a must for gentlemen travelling 

with us. There are not so many 
occasions in life when you can 
really dress up to the nines, so take 
this opportunity to be your most 
glamorous and enjoy the elegant 
surroundings of the train.

Get to know your cabin steward
Our cabin stewards look aft er you 
from departure to arrival, from 
serving your breakfast in bed to 
turning your cabin into a bedroom 
whilst you dine. They come from all 
over the world and are a wonderful 
team of professionals eager to share 
their stories and your own.

Explore the train
Each carriage is unique, having 
operated on diff erent routes across 
Europe during the golden age of 
train travel – you will fi nd a plaque 
explaining their history at the end 
of each one. Car 3309, built in 
Belgium in 1926, was part of the 
rake that was stuck in a snowdrift  for 
10 days in western Turkey in 1929, 
inspiring Agatha Christie to write 
Murder on the Orient Express, and 
it has some beautiful vintage details 
and fabulous marquetry. Car 3544, 
one of two featuring the designs of 
René Prou, was stored in Limoges 
during World War II, where it was 
used as a brothel, while car 3452 
was part of the train on which King 

Carol II of Romania escaped with his 
mistress Magda in 1940.

For a blow-out celebration…
Indulge in the opulence and 
romance of one of the new Grand 
Suite cabins – the Istanbul, Paris 
or Venice. Launched this year, 
each has a private bathroom 
and signature fl ourishes such as 
including hand-carved timber, 
embossed leather, embroidered 
pillows and chic furnishings evoking 
the grand architecture of the cities 
aft er which they’re named.

Pascal’s travel tips
From gett ing to know your steward to the best routes to take and indulgent stays in the train’s new Grand Suites, 
Pascal shares his insider tips for making the most of your time on board.

Wexas offers a full suite of 
tailor-made journeys aboard 
the Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express. Our classic London 
to Venice route starts from 
£2,760 and includes a two-
day Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express rail journey with all 
meals & selected drinks, 
2 nights accommodation 
in Venice, private transfers 
& a one way flight back to 
London. For a full details 
of all of our journeys, visit 
wexas.com/vsoe or call 
020 7838 5894. 
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Canada’s greatest 
rail journey

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & KANANASKIS 
SELF-DRIVE

A diff erent take on the same rail-and-road 
formula, this itinerary brings you right across 
the Rockies between Vancouver and Calgary. 
Travelling in unmatched style through the 
mountains, your Rocky Mountaineer experience 
includes free-fl owing drinks and fi ne dining 
throughout, as you watch the drama of nature 
unfold through the train’s custom-made, glass-
domed rail cars. It’s an experience made all the 
more memorable with a luxury hotel stay on the 
shores of Lake Louise, and the chance to delve 
even deeper into the wilderness with a three-day 
self-drive detour to remote Kananaskis. Here, 
in a 4,000-sq-km wilderness, you’ll stay in a 
secluded mountain lodge complete with pool, 
gourmet restaurant and full-service spa. It’s the 
ideal base for days spent exploring tree-clutt ered 
valleys framed by cragged peaks and home to an 
abundance of wildlife, including bear and moose.

8-day journey from £2,195 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, 2-day Rocky Mountaineer rail journey in 
SilverLeaf Service, 6 nights accommodation, 4 days car hire, 
selected meals and touring. GoldLeaf Service upgrades from 
£600 pp. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/151653, or call
020 7838 5894.

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & CANMORE 
SELF-DRIVE

This trip combines the freedom of a self-drive 
with a spectacular rail journey among western 
Canada’s Rocky Mountains. It all begins amid 
buzzing Vancouver’s sprawling parks and 
bohemian neighbourhoods before you board 
Rocky Mountaineer to traverse the iconic Spiral 
Tunnels, trace spectacular mountain passes 
and skirt dramatic canyons. Choose between 
SilverLeaf service (included) for panoramic views 
from curved glass ceilings and oversized picture 
windows, or go one bett er with GoldLeaf service 
for the full glass-domed carriage experience 
along with upgraded meals and hotels, free-
fl owing drinks and snacks and the use of an 
open-air observation car. You’ll explore historic 
Canmore next, staying in a luxury lodge among 
caves and mountains before driving to Banff  
National Park and onto the emblematic shores 
of spectacular Lake Louise. It’s then a scenic 
dash across the prairie to explore Calgary’s Wild 
West brashness, showcased in world-renowned 
rodeos and atmospheric honky-tonk bars.

8-day journey from £2,195 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, 2-day Rocky Mountaineer rail journey in 
SilverLeaf Service, 6 nights accommodation, 4 days car hire, 
selected meals and touring. GoldLeaf Service upgrades from 
£600 pp. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/151652, or call 
020 7838 5894.

rail journey

This trip combines the freedom of a self-drive 
with a spectacular rail journey among western 

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & KANANASKIS 

formula, this itinerary brings you right across 
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It’s a journey that’s won the accolade of the world’s leading travel experience by train seven times, fi rmly planting 
it among the world’s greats – and it’s not hard to see why. What makes Rocky Mountaineer so special, whilst it 
does boast stunning glass-surrounded décor and impeccable service and cuisine, is its accessibility to scenery 
otherwise unreachable. And, with a whole programme of new routes charting even more of western Canada’s wild 
remotes, alongside British Airways’ premium upgrade offers and early-bird bonuses for 2019 Rocky Mountaineer 
departures booked by 31 August 2018, there’s never been a better time to hop on board. Taking to the rails, 
Canada specialist Alison Nicolle checks out three new routes, combining trips on the legendary train with scenic 
self-drives and spectacular heli-hikes. Remember, we’ll include free car hire when you book by 30th September.

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER & CARIBOOS 
LODGE HELI-HIKING

Taking the Rocky Mountaineer experience to 
new heights, this journey pairs two days of on-
the-rails indulgence with the sheer drama of a 
heli-hiking trip through the Canadian Rockies. 
The adventure begins in Vancouver with a night 
in a luxury city-centre hotel before the train 
whisks you into the wilderness; enjoy glass-
domed views, complimentary drinks and the best 
in seasonal gourmet dining as you head, via a 
night in Kamloops, to Jasper National Park. From 
there, an included transfer will bring you to your 
luxury mountain lodge for extraordinary heli-
hikes on remote high-country terrain. With expert 
guides and included boots and poles, you’ll set 
out among winding river canyons and old-growth 
forests sprinkled with turquoise lakes and snow-
dusted peaks. It’s then on to the town of Banff  for 
one fi nal helicopter jaunt above its national park 
namesake before a dash across the plains to 
Calgary and your journey’s end.

11-day journey from £5,180 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, 2-day Rocky Mountaineer rail journey 
in SilverLeaf Service, 9 nights accommodation, guided 
heli-hiking excursions at Cariboos Lodge, selected meals & 
touring. GoldLeaf Service upgrades from £780 pp. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/151741, or call 020 7838 5894.
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Effortlessly combining Asia’s ancient wonders with the cutting edge of its cities, a trip aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express is 
the ultimate Far East rail experience. Created by Belmond, the people behind the legendary Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, these 
are journeys that delight at every turn. whether it’s the exotic landscapes and golden coastlines of the Malay Peninsula, or the silk 

furnishings and exquisite marquetry of the train’s lavish interiors. 

Journeys

Routes, lasting from two- and 
three-day dashes to week-long 
explorations, begin or end in the 
great Asian cities of Bangkok, Kuala 
Lumpur or Singapore, and include 
a range of immersive excursions 
depending on your chosen route; 
there’s everything from guided 
cruises to traditional village visits, 
cooking classes and rice paddy treks.

Perhaps you’ll start in rural Thailand, 
contrasting the urban buzz and 
gilded palaces of the capital with the 
verdant delights of Kanchanaburi 
and the stark World War II heritage 
of the River Kwai bridge and its 
Thai-Burma Railway Museum. Or, 
set off from 21st-century Singapore 
or colonial Kuala Lumpur before 

E A ST E R N  &  O R I E N TA L  E X P R ESS
A  j o u r n e y  i nto  t h e  e xot i c  E a st

R A I L  J O U R N E Y S  |  E A S T E R N  &  O R I E N TA L  E X P R E S S
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traversing through dense jungles 
and cultivated highlands to call into 
the royal town of Kuala Kangsar and 
the golden domes of the Ubudiah 
Mosque. For the ultimate experience, 
the all-encompassing Fables of the 
Peninsula route takes in the lot, with 
included five-star stays in Singapore 
and the Cameron Highlands, a 
choice of tours in Kuala Lumpur and 
Penang, and an exclusive boat ride 
and lunch at beautiful Hat Wanakon 
Beach, all making for a truly 
remarkable adventure.

Cabins

Whichever journey you choose, you’ll 
be treated to included fine dining, 
open-bar indulgences and the very 
best in white-glove service. As you 
step on board, the carriages’ iconic 
green-and-gold livery gives way to 
wood-panelled corridors, Asian-
inspired furnishings and rich Thai 
silks. Indeed, the attention to detail 
is extraordinary, not least in the 
accommodation, which ranges from 

opulent Presidential Cabins, decked 
out in red and green with a choice of 
twin and double beds, complimentary 
minibar and a plush seating area, to 
the light and airy State Cabins, where 
reclining sofas are transformed into 
two single beds come nighttime. The 
entry-level Pullman Cabins, whose 
daytime seating cleverly converts into 
upper and lower berths, delight with 
vintage charm, while the small-but-
perfectly-formed Pullman Singles 
make for an intimate hideaway, 
complete with baroque detailing and 
seating that converts into a single, 
floor-level bed. All cabins feature 
large, drape-framed picture windows, 
so when you’re not out exploring, or 
enjoying the pleasures of the bar and 
restaurant cars, there’s the chance to 
sit back and take in the scenery as it 
drifts slowly by.

Life on board

You’ll not be surprised to learn 
that the onboard luxuries don’t 
end with the cabins, and that 

EASTERN & ORIENTAL EXPRESS  
ASIA CLASSIC
10-DAY LUXURY RAIL JOURNEY

Our recommended Eastern & Oriental Express journey starts 
from £3,460 pp and includes uk airport lounge access, 
flights, private transfers, 2 nights b&b in Bangkok, a 3-night, 
all-inclusive journey aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express 
& 2 nights in Singapore with Club Floor benefits. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/101826 or call 020 7838 5894. 

throughout the rest of the train 
there’s plenty to enjoy, from open-
air observation carriages to a 
whole host of culinary experiences. 
In the elegant restaurant car, 
days begin in suitable style with 
champagne breakfasts where 
fresh fruit and pastries share the 
menu with regional delicacies 
including Thai prawns, wontons 
and miso soup. Then, come the 
evening, after a signature cocktail 
in the jazz-club-ambience of the 
bar car,  the likes of hoisin-glazed 
mackerel, barramundi fillet and 
roast duck among the glittering 
crystal and white-glove service of 
the resplendent dining car. And, 
for those with a keen interest in 
food and drink, there are even 
special departures accompanied 
by acclaimed chef Ian Kittichai, 
whose exotic take on Thai cuisine 
takes over the train’s menu – 
expect the likes of beef medallions 
and ayam biryani washed down 
with specially selected wines and 
the soothing melodies of the train’s 
resident pianist.  

E A S T E R N  &  O R I E N TA L  E X P R E S S  |  R A I L  J O U R N E Y S

SAVE UP TO

£130 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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LIFE 
ON THE 

OPEN 
ROAD

There really is nothing like a road trip. With the 
freedom to explore at your own pace, you’ll 
have time to linger longer in the places that 
matter to you most, and find hidden spots far 
off the beaten track. Having done just that, our 
destination specialists are perfectly placed to 
share their favourite self-drive routes, and their 
top picks are detailed over the following pages. 

First up, Fawn Carr shares her top six spots on 
the Pacific Coast Highway, before we celebrate 
America’s love of the car further with itineraries 
that take in the beaches of Florida, the national 
parks of Colorado and South Carolina with its 
barrier islands and rich antebellum history. It’s 
then on to Australia and New Zealand for inter-
island jaunts in the company of Miranda Berliand 
before Rui Ribeiro brings you the best of Durban 
and its spectacular surrounds. For something 
closer to home, there are our favourite self-drives 
from the Iberian peninsula as well as routes 
around rural Italy, from the vineyard delights of 
Tuscany and Umbria to Puglia’s hilltop towns.

This issue also sees the return of our free car hire 
offer. With the sole exception of Namibia and 
the UK, all of our road-trips come with car hire 
included at no cost. But hurry, this exclusive offer 
is available for a limited time only. You’ll need to 
book by 30 September to take advantage.
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Six of the best on California’s 
Pacific Coast Highway

Monterey

Originally the Californian state 
capital, Monterey’s downtown has 
more historical buildings than any 
other West Coast city. However, 
be sure to move away from its 
perfectly preserved Spanish adobe 
to its wildlife-rich waters. Here, 
the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary and its kelp forests are 
home to an abundance of seals, 
dolphins and whales all of which can 
be spotted on bay cruises.

Carmel

Since the 1880s, Carmel’s shingled 
Comstock cottages and white, sandy 
beaches have been something of a 
creative’s retreat. Today, the artistic 
spirit is still realised in the over 100 
galleries that line Ocean Drive, the 
town’s sleepy upmarket main road. 
And, you’ll be in good company as 
Clint Eastwood was once Carmel’s 
mayor. Heading inland will bring you 
to Carmel Valley’s vineyards and 
artisan farm restaurants – ideal for 
ambling sunset walks.

Big Sur

To some, the Pacific Coast 
Highway begins and ends with 
Big Sur. Its impossibly cambered 
road carved into the rock takes 
in everything from cracked cliff 
faces to secluded coastal inlets. 
Although only 90 miles long, it’s 
well worth breaking the trip with 
several stops to fully appreciate the 
sites. The McWay Waterfall Trail 
is a particular highlight, bringing 
you to an untouched spit of sand 
in a rocky bay. And, if you feel like 
splashing out, why not extend your 
stay with a couple of nights at the 
Ventana by Alila? Expect indulgent 
spa treatments, five-star dining 
and rustic-chic accommodation set 
amid a towering redwood forest. 
See wexas.com/152853 for details.

Stretching 600 spectacular miles between San Francisco and Los Angeles, the Pacific 
Coast Highway – or to give it its proper name ‘Highway 1’ –  hugs the winding coast 
passing idyllic beaches, craggy cliffs and world-class wineries. After landslides damaged 
parts of the road’s iconic Big Sur section in early 2017, this summer saw the reopening 
of the route in its entirety. To celebrate, USA specialist Fawn Carr takes in a selection 
of the best stops on this legendary American road trip.
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Six of the best on California’s 
Pacific Coast Highway

Cambria

Something of a miniature version of 
Big Sur, Cambria’s coastline of low-
rise cliff s is matched by its idyllic, 
squat cott ages, huddled around 
the bay. Call into Nitt  Witt  Ridge, a 
house built into the rocks made of 
wood, car parts, shells and other 
assorted junk – a striking foil to the 
grandeur of nearby Hearst Castle – 
and head along the coast to watch 
hundreds of elephant seals basking 
in the California sun.

Pismo Beach

At Pismo, the otherwise rugged 
coastline gives way to a stretch 
of golden sands, broken only by 
a rickety wooden pier, jutt ing 1,200 
feet out to sea. With its 50s diners 
and oceanfront hotels, it’s a perfect 
pit stop on your drive. You’ll also 
have a chance to try your hand 
at surfi ng and visit its vineyards, 
which you’ll fi nd just 30 minutes’ 
journey inland.

Santa Barbara

Stop off  to see the terracott a roofs 
and the Spanish Mission churches of 
Santa Barbara. A coastal city, known 
as the jewel of the American Riviera, 
it’s perfect for romantic evening 
walks past whitewashed walls and 
swaying palm trees. Head to the 
wonderful Santa Barbara Shellfi sh 
Company, located at the end of 
the pier, to try tasty lobster tacos, 
steamed clams and black mussels 
with crispy pancett a. As with many 
Californian seaside towns, it also 
fronts an excellent wine country.

a 12-day journey starts from £1,395 pp
Incl. fl ights, uk airport lounge access, 10 nights accommodation & 6 days 
car hire. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/100897 or call 020 7838 5894.

Whichever direction you drive the Pacifi c 
Coast Highway, you’ll likely have the 
pleasure of some time in San Francisco. 
But, while this city enchants with its 
stunning bay sett ing, colourful wharfs 
and bohemian suburbs, the wine regions 
of Napa and Sonoma, both just a short 
hop north, are also well worth exploring. 
And, if you’ve time, we wholeheartedly 
recommend extending your stay with a 
night or two in either. In Napa, the River 
Terrace Inn (wexas.com/151398)  delights 
with delicious dining, complimentary wine 
tastings and easy access to the valley’s 

myriad estates, which can be explored 
on guided tours – perfect for indulging 
in a glass or two en route – by bike, with 
included picnics delivered to any winery 
of your choosing, or onboard the famous 
Napa Wine Train. Meanwhile, across in 
Sonoma, it’s hard to look beyond the 
coastal delights of the stylish Timber Cove 
(wexas.com/150360), a sleek and modern 
lodge which commands magnifi cent 
Pacifi c Ocean views. Enjoy farm-to-table 
dining, cosy fi reside relaxation and the 
chance to explore and experience some of 
the region’s 400-or-so wineries.

T
IM

E
 F

O
R

 W
IN

E
?

SAVE UP TO

£645 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 



wexas.com . 020 7838 589446

War memorialised in detail at 
Fort Sumter, and sobering reminders 
of the African American people’s 
struggle against oppression, brought 
into sharp focus at the Charleston 
Museum and Old Slave Mart. 

On the coast, stunning barrier 
islands such as Harbour and Edisto 
play host to scenic marinas, rolling 
dunes and wild marshes. And at 
Hilton Head Island, golden beaches 
are framed by pristine waters as 

lighthouses and golf courses weave 
between colonial mansions and 
crepe myrtle trees keep watch over 
the  frothing Atlantic swells.

You’ll have the chance to explore 
all of the above and more with our 
recommended 14-day fl y-drive. 

prices start from £2,515 pp 
incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 14 days 
car hire & 13 nights accommodation. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/101617 or call 
020 7838 5894.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

S O U T H  C A RO LI N A

Discover the 
old South & new

There’s something special, 
something alluring about South 
Carolina. Perhaps it’s the 18th-
century grandeur of its cities, the 
garden-lined charm of its prett y 
antebellum plantations or its white-
sand beach towns and pristine 
barrier islands. It really is three 
destinations in one, combining 
a rich, urban heritage with a 
spectacular coast and plenty of 
rural idyll. And, it’s that famous 
Southern hospitality which ties 
it all together, best experienced 
in family-run boutique hotels and 
historic inns, on plantation tours, 
or with a long evening meal taken 
in one of the state’s many acclaimed 
restaurants.

Perhaps South Carolina’s genteel 
charm is most keenly felt in 
its heart and soul, Charleston 
– a place to trip back in time on 
horse-drawn carriage rides among 
neoclassical mansions and along 
cobbled streets lined with grand 
Georgian townhouses. Elsewhere, 
pastel-coloured beachfronts are 
the backdrop for authentic blues 
festivals, and there’s much beauty 
to be found in countless seaside 
towns, from those on laidback 
Kiawah Island to the upmarket golf 
resorts of Wild Dunes. Shading 
willows and moss-draped oaks 
line the paths on Gateway Walk, a 
garden track that winds among the 
city’s spectacular churches and to 
the gates of sprawling plantation 
homes. The state’s complex past 
is not forgott en either, the Civil 

SAVE UP TO
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U nlo ckin g  A m er ic a’s 
S uns hin e  State

Among its most emblematic sights 
is the coral cay archipelago of 
Florida Keys, knitt ed together by 
a nature-defying bridge to the 
mainland. It features 1,700 palm-
fringed islands forming a striking 
natural border between the brilliant 
blue of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico. Of these, just 43 are 
accessible by road, making it easy 
to fi nd your slice of paradise. 

In fact, when it comes to the coast, 
you’ll be spoilt for choice, whether 
it’s the Gulf Coast favourites of 
Naples, Sarasota and Sanibel 
Island, all white sands and 
azure seas, or the star-studded 
indulgence of Miami’s South Beach.

But there’s much more to Florida’s 
largest city than the glamour of its 
celebrity haunts. Head on down to 
Litt le Havana for a taste of Latin 

G U L F  COA ST  &  F LO R I DA  K E Y S

Our recommended Florida self-drive takes in many of the state’s 
highlights. Stay in the glamorous heart of Miami, among the artsy 
culture of the state’s gulf coast towns and experience island life in 
some of the best resorts around in Sanibel and the iconic Florida 
Keys. Along the way, you’ll stop at some of Florida’s coastal gems with 
romantic Naples and Sarasota.

A 12-DAY JOURNEY START FROM £1,735 PP incl. uk airport lounge 
access, fl ights, 9 days car hire & 10 nights accommodation. For a full itinerary,  visit 
wexas.com/102974 or call 020 7838 5894.

Think Florida and more than likely the fi rst things that come to mind are 
gorgeous stretches of white sand beaches and Disney World. Although both 
of these are of course synonymous with America’s sunshine state, there’s plenty 
more to Florida than just sunbathing and theme parks. And, with a network 
of easy-to-navigate driving routes, it’s an ideal destination for a self-drive. 

culture, complete with moreish 
Serrano ham Cuban sandwiches 
and games of chess played under a 
haze of cigar smoke. 

Florida is also known, sometimes 
pejoratively, for its swamplands. 
Explore one of its national parks 

for river cruises that take in bass 
fi shing, winding rivers and the 
state’s varied wildlife, including the 
elusive Florida panther. And yes, for 
families, and adrenaline seekers, 
there are multiple town-sized theme 
parks where you’ll fi nd some of the 
world’s most thrilling rollercoasters.

SAVE UP TO
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Discover New England
Hugging the northeast corner of the USA, New England comprises 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island 
and Vermont. A rich colonial history plays out over fascinating cities 
and pretty villages while scenic roads, a delight to drive, bring you 
away from white-sand beaches and idyllic lighthouses to an interior 
defi ned by mountain panoramas, expansive lakes and brilliant 
autumn foliage.

The past lives in the present
New England is the birthplace of 
America. It’s where the Pilgrim 
Fathers fi rst landed, where the fi rst 
shots of the American Revolution 
rang out and where the Industrial 
Revolution began – its wealth 
evidenced to this day in the region’s 
grand mansions. In between, you 
can visit charming villages with 
British names and architecture that 
all feels strangely familiar.

A scenic wonder
From the dense and vibrant colours 
of autumn to the idyllic beaches 
of Cape Cod, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, New England is full 
of natural beauty. Discover the 
expansive White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, the rugged coastline 
and iconic lighthouses of Maine 
and the romantic covered bridges 
of Vermont. Whether you’re taking 
to the winter slopes or hiking, 
cycling and zip lining through the 
picturesque countryside, there’s 
never a bad time to explore New 
England’s outdoor playground.

On the culinary trail
A foodie’s dream, the freshest 
oysters, lobsters, clams and fi sh are 
harvested along the New England 
coast while the region’s agricultural 
heartlands are famous for 
everything from cranberries, apples 
and blueberries to maple syrup, ice 
cream and artisan cheeses. They’re 
culinary delights showcased across 
sophisticated city restaurants 
and farm-to-table countryside 
dining. Wash it all down with award-
winning beers from the region’s 
microbrewery scene and wines from 
up-and-coming vineyards.

D I S COV E R 
N E W  E N G L A N D

Spanning all six states, this 
curated road trip showcases 
New England at its sparkling 
best. Begin with Boston’s 
revolutionary sights, 
the grand manors of the 
Berkshires and the maritime 
heritage of Connecticut 
before coastal drives and 
forest loops see you between 
national-park islands, Maine 
lobster shacks and great 
forested mountains to end 
with beach-clad Cape Cod’s 
whales and fi shing villages. 
It’s all brought together with 
stays in hand-picked hotels.

a 16-day journey 
starts from £1,610 pp 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, 
fl ights, 13 days car hire & 14 nights 
accommodation. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/101287 or call 
020 7838 5894.
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Bold, brash and with a great 
outdoors made for adventure, 
Colorado is the escapist stuff 
of dreams – huge horizons and 
craggy mountains set high against 
blindingly blue skies. 

Perfectly poised against this 
cinematic backdrop is Denver, a city 
astoundingly rich in art, culture, food 
and the sort of camaraderie that one 
might readily associate with the Wild 
West of old.  

This is a state that combines and 
delivers the very best of America, 
from sprawling wild spaces to 
urban sophistication. Vast prairies 
roll out to meet the rugged Rocky 
Mountains and wildlife roams the 

pristine landscape – wildcats and 
bears marking out their territory in 
a vast space where dinosaur fossils 
and ancient cliff  dwellings still survive 
side by side.

To add to the romance, this is rodeo 
and cowboy country.  A stay at a 
dude ranch satisfi es every gett ing-
away-from-it-all dream, saddling 
up and riding out across sunlit 
grasslands for campfi re evenings 
under starry skies.  

All of Colorado provides a stunning 
sett ing, but for an even more 
extraordinary experience, head for 
the Rocky Mountain National Park.  
With almost 500 square miles of 
spectacular scenery from crystal 

clear lakes to majestic mountains, 
this is one of America’s iconic 
destinations. 

Make the most of the landscapes 
by spending some time in wildlife-
rich Estes Park fi rst, for a spot of 
fi shing or raft ing.  Then, hit the Trail 
Ridge Road – America’s highest – to 
soak among the mineral pools and 
vapour caves at Glenwood Springs, 
or rush down Colorado River rapids 
on a kayak or raft . And, for cultural 
contrast, take in some of the 
extraordinary archaeological sites 
at Mesa Verde National Park – a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. There 
are hundreds of cliff  dwellings here, 
as extraordinary within as the views 
from their historic doorsteps.

H I G H L I G H TS  O F  CO LO R A D O
Sett ing out from Denver, our recommended fl y-drive takes in many of 
Colorado’s national park highlights, starting with the 12,000ft  peaks of 
Rocky Mountain National Park and ending with the glacier-carved crags of 
the Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs. And in between? The highlight 
of them all, Mesa Verde, whose ancient rock art and elaborate cliff  dwellings 
provide a unique insight into the mysteries of ancient America.

a 13-day journey starts from £1,930 incl. uk airport lounge access, 10 days 
car hire, 11 nights accommodation & return Durango Silverton train journey. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/152970 or call 020 7838 5894.

COLORADO: 
America’s wildest west
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New Brunswick is in a corner of Canada 
that’s unspoilt – and wildly beautiful – with 
the magnificent Atlantic rolling alongside 
lush scenery. But it’s crammed with culture 
too, old and new. Here you’ll find surreal 
modern art alongside a strong tradition of 
local crafts going back centuries. Natural 
diversity includes a sweeping mix of dense 
forests and charming Acadian villages, 
hiking and surfing, coastal islands and chic 
cities, small craft breweries and sophisticated 
restaurants, whales to watch and cool-
climate wines to taste. It’s a land made for 
lingering – the only way to fit in all the 
diversions delivered by an extraordinary 
geography and history. 

Visiting New Brunswick: 
Canada’s 
Coastal Gem

R O A D  T R I P S  |  N E W  B R U N S W I C K
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Coastal delights & caviar
New Brunswick’s coastline is as 
strong a draw as the waves that 
break along its many beaches. 
Some of the country’s most 
impressive wildlife can be seen here, 
in dramatic sett ings. In the Bay of 
Fundy you can fi nd the highest tides 
in the world, which, when they rise 
nearly 50 feet twice each day, draw 
in enough food to att ract more than 
a dozen species of whales to the 
region every summer.

Charming small towns lie along the 
Atlantic too, and dreamy islands 
can be found amidst it. Of these, 
Campobello is one of the most 
enchanting. Surrounded by seals, 
fi lled with birds, it’s easy to see why 
former American president Franklin 
D Roosevelt came back here to 
holiday time and time again. It’s just 
a short ride via water taxi from St 
Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, where time 
seems to stand still, suspended 
in colonial architecture and prett y 
gardens. Or, island-hop with a 
combination of short, scenic ferry 
rides between the village of L’Etete, 
Deer Island and Campobello.

The fun of heading out with 
fi shermen from the Kingston 
Peninsula to join them as they bring 
in mighty sturgeon is only bett ered 
by tasting caviar at the end of the 
expedition. This is confi rmation, 
just in case it was needed, that as 

well as being a great adventure 
destination, New Brunswick is a fi ne 
foodie one as well.

Inland pleasures and 
inspirational art
From caviar to craft  beers, New 
Brunswick is all about superb 
local ingredients. Fredericton, 
the capital, features the highest 
concentration of award-winning 
craft  breweries in the Maritimes, 
and, here and in the charming city of 
Saint John, culinary treats abound. 
No city is far from the abundant 
fresh produce this province excels in 
especially sparklingly fresh seafood 
from lobster and wild salmon to blue 
mussels and oysters. 

Moreover, New Brunswick is about 
more than gourmet hedonism – 
heady heritage architecture and 
high culture are also highlights. 
One of Dali’s most striking works – 

and that’s saying something – his 
homage to St James, the patron 
saint of Spain, is the signature 
piece at Fredericton’s Beaverbrook 
Art Gallery, a destination venue 
also featuring Turner, Magritt e 
and Lucien Freud and gift ed to 
the people of New Brunswick 
by Lord Beaverbrook, a notable 
New Brunswicker who was a 
cabinet minister in Sir Winston 
Churchill’s government and the 
fi rst Baron of Fleet Street. There’s 
art in the colonial architecture in 
Fredericton and Saint John too, 
with Fredericton regularly hosting 
open-house to welcome the public 
into historic buildings. There’s 
a long tradition of performing 
art too, culminating in the very 
contemporary and huge Harvest 
Jazz and Blues festival that sounds 
out around Fredericton in a cadence 
as exhilarating as the seascapes of 
this Maritime province. 

U LT I M AT E  N E W  B R U N SW I C K  F LY-D R I V E

Witness the power of the world’s highest tides at the Bay of 
Fundy, explore remote fi shing communities, immerse yourself 
in the culture of Canada’s oldest city and wend along the famous 
Fundy Coastal Drive to visit its national park namesake, home 
to spectacular mountains, waterfalls and valleys. Then, relax 
on some of Atlantic Canada’s favourite beaches, and sample 
some of the largest lobsters you’ll ever see before embracing 
the region’s Acadian charm, palpable in every historic village 
and effi  gy edging the sandy coastline.

11-DAY SELF-DRIVE FROM £1,860 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, 
fl ights, 10 days car hire, 9 nights accommodation, selected transfers and ferry 
crossings, a Grand Manan Nature Cruise & Shediac Lobster Cruise. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/152532 or call 020 7838 5894.

N E W  B R U N S W I C K  |  R O A D  T R I P S



wexas.com . 020 7838 589452

Non-stop with Qantas 
to Australia’s west coast

dining in every cabin to added 
extras such as noise reduction 
and dimmable windows, all 
adding to passenger comfort and 
minimising jetlag.

What’s more, this already-popular 
service is being enjoyed not 
only by those looking to explore 
Australia’s West Coast, detailed 
in our recommended itinerary 
below. With extensive onward 
connections across Australia, made 
all the speedier by Perth Airport’s 
brand-new transit lounge, it’s also 
a superb option for those looking to 
explore the country at large. 

PERTH, MARGARET RIVER & THE WEST COAST 
14-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Arriving in Perth aft er your direct fl ight, you’ll be raring to explore the city’s 
golden beaches, glitzy waterfront and nearby Swan Valley vineyards. 
Then, having picked up your hire car, you’ll head south, pausing to take 
in Rockingham’s dolphins and artsy Dunsborough on your way to the  
wineries of Margaret River, breaking up days of indulgence with bush 
hikes, surf trips and farmers’ market visits. Then, aft er a night spent at 
Pemberton – a charming country town where walking trails lead out into 
towering karri forests – you’ll arrive in William Bay for snorkelling, canopy-
level walks and scenic cycle rides. Finally, head to Albany for some 
seasonal whale watching and fresh seafood before one fi nal night in Perth.

PRICES START FROM £1,585 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, private 
transfers, 11 nights accommodation & 10 days car hire. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/102561 or call 020 7838 5894.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  A U S T R A L I A

What a diff erence a fl ight makes, 
especially when it’s non-stop to the 
other side of the world. Less time 
hanging around in airports; the 
chance to really sett le in and enjoy 
all of that on-board entertainment, 
safe in the knowledge that you won’t 
be moved on as your favourite movie 
reaches its dramatic conclusion; 
the joy of arriving relaxed, refreshed 
and ready to start your adventure. 

It’s an experience that can now, 
for the fi rst time, be enjoyed by 
those making the long journey 
Down Under, with Qantas’ 
recently launched non-stop fl ight 
between Heathrow and Perth 
aboard the new, state-of-the-art 
Qantas Dreamliner 787-9. Fuel 
effi  ciency is the name of the game 
here, along with all manner of 
on-board delights, from superb 

SAVE UP TO

£220 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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While many head to Australia to take in the world-famous sights of Sydney, Uluru and the Great Barrier Reef, 
there’s a whole continent’s worth of extraordinary experiences to enjoy beyond the icons, perfect for second-time 
visitors or fi rst-timers seeking something a little different. Taking in everything from Tasmania’s verdant national 
parks and idyllic white-sand bays to the remote gold-rush towns, mountainous hinterland and kangaroo-dotted 
beaches that line the New South Wales coast, here are two of our favourite antipodean road-trips, picked out by 
Australia specialist Stav Banks.

BEYOND AUSTRALIA’S ICONS

SYDNEY TO MELBOURNE COASTAL DRIVE
15-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

The coastal route between Australia’s two great cities, Sydney 
and Melbourne, is one of the world’s great drives, famed for its 
spectacular and varied scenery. One moment you could be spott ing 
whales from verdant clifft  ops and the next sharing a golden beach 
with a kangaroo. You’ll begin with the urbane sensibilities of 
Sydney before heading south past waterfalls and 60-metre-high 
blowholes to stay in a luxury tented camp at Jervis Bay. Explore the 
region’s intertwining waterways by canoe and relax on the white-
sand beaches before continuing to Tilba Tilba, a charming village 
unchanged since its 19th-century gold-rush heyday. Then, sweep 
through the kangaroo beaches, mountainous hinterland, wildlife-fi lled 
national parks and koala-dott ed islands of Victoria to end with the 
characterful laneways of Melbourne.

PRICES START FROM £1,620 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 
11 nights accommodation & 10 days car hire. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/103014 
or call 020 7838 5894.

TASMANIA’S WEST COAST EXPLORER
10-DAY TAILOR-MADE SELF-DRIVE

Take a journey along the wild, west coast of Tasmania, exploring 
pristine landscapes and world heritage sites alike. With car hire 
included, you’ll have the freedom of the open road as you set out 
from the vibrant city of Launceston to take in the walking trails and 
native wildlife of Cradle Mountain. A rugged wilderness of ancient 
rainforests and high mountain lakes, it’s home to everything from 
wombats and platypus to the emblematic Tasmanian devil. Then, 
head on to Strahan for tales of convicts and pioneers toughing it 
out in Tassie’s Wild West before rounding things off  in the state 
capital, Hobart. Here, you’ll have time to wander between the city’s 
1830s Georgian warehouses, modern art galleries and markets that 
celebrate the best of Tasmania’s artisan creativity.

PRICES START FROM £1,705 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights,
6 nights accommodation & 7 days car hire. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/138402 
or call 020 7838 5894.

SAVE UP TO

£320 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£180 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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BAY OF ISLANDS
At the tip of New Zealand’s North Island, 
you’ll fi nd the sub-tropical delights of the 
Bay of Islands, where golden beaches fringe 
over 140 forested islets, and highlights 
include the waterfalls of Haruru, the prett y 
bays and cliff s of Urupukapuka Island and 
sweeping coastal views from Kerikeri. A night 
walk through the Puketi Forest enchants 
with bird song that changes at sunset while 
bats swoop over a forest fl oor home to the 
fl ightless North Island brown kiwi.

WAIHEKE ISLAND & THE 
HAURAKI GULF
A short ferry ride from Auckland, the 
island of Waiheke in the Hauraki Gulf is 
best explored via its many walking trails, 
with perhaps a stop at a vineyard or two 
to sample that famous New Zealand wine. 
Alternatively, head out by boat, dipping 
into secluded coves and sandy shores, 
or take it all in by bike, stopping off  for 
swims along the way.

VOLCANIC ROTORUA
Rotorua is a place synonymous with 
New Zealand’s volcanic geology, a region 
of bursting geysers, bubbling hot springs 
and multi-hued mineral pools. It’s best seen 
at the Waimangu Volcanic Valley and Wai-
O-Tapu, where forests frame multi-hued 
lakes, bubbling mud pools and natural hot 
springs. The town is also gateway to the 
Whirinaki Rainforest, one of the world’s 
last remaining great temperate rainforests 
where hiking trails take in dramatic canyons, 
ancient forests and mighty waterfalls.

New Zealand’s 
Wilderness Wonders

Combine towering mountains, plunging fjords, sub-tropical 
islands and colossal glaciers and you’re met with just a taste of the 
spectacular landscapes that New Zealand has to offer. Our resident 
expert Miranda Berliand takes a look at the country’s wilderness 
highlights, and picks out the self-drives that showcase them best.

Discover 
the Best of 
the North 

island
 

17 days from 
£2,515 pp 

For a full itinerary & 

inclusions, visit

wexas.com/102589

SAVE UP TO

£475 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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For our full range of New Zealand itineraries,  
visit wexas.com/new-zealand or call 020 7838 5894.

Take in the 
Best of the 

South Island
  

13 days from 
£2,915 pp  

For a full itinerary & 

inclusions,  visit 

wexas.com/102596

New Zealand’s 
Wilderness Wonders

ABEL TASMAN NATIONAL PARK
At the South Island’s often-sunny northern 
tip, this national park is all pristine 
waterways, verdant wetlands, ancient 
forests and gold-sand curves. It’s a vast 
region, perfect for kayaking and sailing, while 
stunning walks include the Coast Track, one 
of New Zealand’s most popular hikes. Head 
across the national park by boat to relax on 
dazzling beaches and to dip into turquoise 
seas before trekking along trails to marvel at 
waterfalls and lagoons.

WILDLIFE IN KAIKOURA
For wildlife spotting, head to Kaikoura on 
the South Island’s east coast. Boat trips 
hug a coastline home to pods of orcas in 
winter and migratory humpbacks in summer. 
And, inland, there are hikes through lush 
forests to sweeping views of the Seaward 
Mountains and Mangamaunu Bay. At day’s 
end, celebrate with some freshly caught 
seafood – the crayfish is a particular 
highlight – washed down with a glass of the 
local sauvignon blanc. 

MOUNTAINS & GLACIERS
New Zealand’s highest peak, Aoraki (Mt 
Cook), is a near-4,000-metre-high goliath 
surrounded by a national park home to 
sweeping valleys, impossibly blue lakes and 
some of New Zealand’s most spectacular 
walks. Likewise the Mount Aspiring National 
Park, whose renowned Routeburn Track is 
one of the nine Great Walks of New Zealand. 
Over on the west coast, the Fox and Franz 
Josef glaciers are the most accessible 
of their kind anywhere in New Zealand. 
Navigate their icy expanse on guided 
terminal hikes, or take to the air on a thrilling 
helicopter ride to see it all from above.  

FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK
A scenic drive from New Zealand’s adventure 
capital, Queenstown, the small town of 
Te Anau acts as gateway to perhaps the 
country’s best-known wilderness region – 
Fiordland National Park. Here, the glassy 
waters of Milford and Doubtful sounds 
welcome visitors with some of the country’s 
most striking scenery. Explore sparkling 
waters on luxury cruises as you look out for 
playful dolphins and waterfalls cascading 
down impossibly steep cliffs.

Combine 
both islands 

with our 
Highlights of 
New Zealand 

itinerary
  

19 days from 
£2,610 pp  

For a full itinerary & 

inclusions, visit  

wexas.com/103678

SAVE UP TO

£540 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£430 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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RELAX ON THE GOLDEN MILE
Sandy beaches are just one of 
Durban’s many draws, whether you 
want to while away the hours or surf 
Ansteys Beach’s enormous swells. 
Then there’s the likes of Kosi Bay, 
Cape Vidal and Sodwana Bay, which 
off er everything from gold-sand 
relaxation to scuba diving. To the 
north of the city you’ll fi nd affl  uent 
Umhlanga, home to the boutique 
charms of the Oyster Box hotel, see 
wexas.com/134303.

HEAD OUT ON SAFARI
Home to andBeyond’s Phinda 
Private Game Reserve (wexas.
com/102035), KwaZulu-Natal is 
rightly recognised as one of South 
Africa’s wildlife hotspots. Go in 
search of suni antelope, track 
rhino in the bushveld, observe 
breeding herds of elephants and see 
cheetahs teach their cubs how to 
hunt. It’s all paired with luxury stays 
in a range of stylish lodges.

INDULGE IN DURBAN’S 
RENOWNED DINING SCENE
Durban comes alive aft er dark 
with a buzz of theatres, pubs and 
restaurants. Its Indian heritage 
means authentic curry houses 
abound, and, unsurprisingly, the 
seafood is world-class. It’s best 
enjoyed with spectacular harbour 
views and washed down with a glass 
or two of South Africa’s fi nest.

EXPLORE THE ‘VALLEY OF 
1000 HILLS’
Durban’s verdant expanse is 
showcased in Africa’s oldest 
botanical gardens and the Umgeni 
River Bird Park, and just a few 
hours away the epic Drakensberg 
Mountain range, coastal dune 
forests and unspoiled beaches of 
the iSimangaliso Wetland Park 
yearn to be explored. 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE 
REGION’S HISTORY & CULTURE 
With its African and Indian 
infl uences, Durban has a unique 
culture, showcased in everything 
from lively night markets to beer 
festivals. Visit the cultural villages 
around Eshowe to learn about 
indigenous Zulu traditions, then 
hop in the car to explore the Zulu 
Batt lefi elds at Isandlwana and 
Rorke’s Drift . These are fascinating, 
if sobering, reminders of some of the 
country’s bloodiest confl icts. 

TOP 5 
things to do in

DURBAN

KwaZulu-Natal is a South African 
gem – a vibrant Indian culture sits 
alongside a sugar-white seafront, 

the fascinating history of the Zulu 
battlefi elds and game reserves rich in 
wildlife. It’s the perfect destination for 
a self-drive, and, with British Airways 

offering direct fl ights from October 
2018, it’s about to become easier than 
ever to discover. Wexas specialist, and 

native South African, Rui Ribeiro 
shares his top tips for the region.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  S O U T H  A F R I C A

SAVE UP TO

£115 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

A 10-DAY JOURNEY STARTS FROM £2,640 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, 
fl ights, airport meet & greet, 9 days car hire, 7 nights accommodation, selected meals & twice-
daily game drives on safari. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/102019 or call 020 7838 5894.
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As you’re busily consulting your road map to fi nd the best route between South Africa’s Big-Five 
game reserves and world-class vineyards, you’ll be glad to have some fi rst-class accommodation 
to look forward to at journey’s end. But with so much choice, deciding which to book can be a 
challenge. Our experts are always on hand to point you in the right direction, but to help you get 
started, here are two of Rui’s favourites – one in the Winelands, the other in the Eastern Cape.  

W H E R E  TO  STAY  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A

ST E E N B E R G  H OT E L 

Dating back to 1682, the luxurious Steenberg 
is one of South Africa’s fi nest hotels. And, 
with its sett ing amid the bucolic landscapes 
of the Constantia Valley, it’s just 20 minutes’ 
drive from Cape Town. Lovingly restored by the 
current owners, the hotel features an 18-hole 
championship golf course, a spa, a bistro and the 
award-winning Catharina’s Restaurant. There are 
just 24 rooms in total, each furnished in classic, 
country-house style, with views of the golf course 
or vineyards, whose produce can be sampled in the 
tasting lounge or on a complimentary cellar tour.

Stay at the Steenberg Hotel on our Fairest Cape 
itinerary, which pairs an ever-so-scenic self-drive 
through the Winelands and Garden Route with a 
luxury rail journey aboard the iconic Blue Train. 

PRICES FROM £2,995 PP incl. uk airport lounge 
access, fl ights, car hire, 10 nights accommodation, selected 
meals & an all-inclusive journey on the Blue Train. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/102647 or call 020 7838 5894. 

S E T T L E R S  D R I F T 

This lodge stands resplendent in the malaria-free 
Kariega Game Reserve, overlooking the Bushman’s 
River that regularly att racts zebra and giraff e to its 
shady banks. Stay in one of nine luxurious tents, all 
wooden beams, outdoor showers, free-standing 
tubs and wood-burning stoves. Come daytime, 
enjoy included ranger-led game drives, spott ing 
everything from lions to hippos, as well as river 
cruises, game walks, fi shing and canoeing. Aft er a 
day of Big-Five adventure, the swimming pool and 
spa are tranquil places to unwind, before evenings 
of cocktails and conviviality in the lounge. 

Stay here on our Highlights of South Africa 
itinerary, combining Cape Town, the Winelands and 
Garden Route with an Eastern Cape safari.

DELUXE ITINERARY FROM £3,365 PP  incl. 
uk airport lounge access, fl ights, car hire, 13 nights 5-star 
accommodation, selected meals & game drives. For a full 
itinerary, visit wexas.com/102183 or call 020 7838 5894.

S O U T H  A F R I C A  |  R O A D  T R I P S

SAVE UP TO

£330 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 

SAVE UP TO

£250 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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A country of diverse allures, Spain’s exuberant present is informed by a rich past; locals-only tapas bars serve 
world-renowned Spanish wines and artists’ cities look out over the gold-and-green beauty of its pretty landscapes. 
And what better way to explore it all than with a self-drive, taking time as you wish to delve into the country’s 
unique cultures and gorgeous golden sands. To keep you on the righ road, Wexas specialist Chris Kyprianou has 
picked out two of his favourite routes, showcasing the icons of Andalucia and the picturesque north coast.

T H E  B EST  O F  SPA I N . . .

NORTHERN SPAIN SELF-DRIVE
Your journey begins in the Basque city of Bilbao, home 
to the famous Guggenheim Museum, and gateway to 
some of northern Spain’s best beaches. From here, it’s a 
scenic drive west to the prett y village of Santillana del Mar, 
passing charming seaside towns and majestic mountain 
landscapes, before spending two days exploring the Picos 
de Europa National Park. Next, head to Gijon, a beachside 
city made for foodies, and Oviedo, where medieval 
monasteries and cathedrals dominate a characterful 
Old Town. Finally, follow in the footsteps of the Christian 
pilgrims of the Middle-Ages as you visit the great cathedral 
of Santiago de Compostela, said to be the fi nal resting 
place of St James the Apostle.

PRICES FROM £795 PP incl. uk airport lounge, 
fl ights, 8 nights accommodation & 8 days car hire. 
For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/104206 or call
020 7838 5894.

SPLENDOURS OF ANDALUCIA
Look beyond the golden-sands good looks of southern 
Spain to discover its historic wonders. Across the region’s 
city greats – Córdoba, Seville and Granada – you’ll 
uncover an intoxicating blend of Islamic exoticism and 
medieval severity showcased in everything from imposing 
castles to great cathedrals and mosques. You’ll take it all 
in on private guided tours, linked by countryside drives – or 
rail journeys on request – and stays in luxury hotels that 
include colonial townhouses and centuries-old palaces. 
It’s all brought to life by an included fl amenco show, jamón 
ibérico workshop and tasting dinner.

PRICES FROM £1,295 PP incl. uk airport lounge, 
fl ights, 5 nights accommodation, 6 days car hire, 
Caliphal dinner for two, Tablao Flamenco show, Iberian 
ham cutt ing presentation & guided tours of Seville, 
Cordoba & Alhambra. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/102286 or call 020 7838 5894.

R O A D  T R I P S  |  S PA I N
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As with its neighbour, Portugal is a country shaped by its history. Having produced the fi rst global 
empire, Portugal’s city greats – Porto and Lisbon – proudly showcase the country’s maritime wealth, its 
idyllic coast is watched over by hilltop castles and its wines are lauded the world over. Hoping to rival 
Chris’s Spanish selection, Portugal specialist Saija Kokkonen takes to the road to bring you two of 
Portugal’s fi nest driving holidays.

PORTO & THE DOURO VALLEY
This itinerary begins with Porto’s medieval rabbit warren 
of neoclassic merchant houses and charming back-alley 
restaurants. You’ll then plunge into the rolling hills of the 
Douro Valley as you make your way along N222 – recently 
voted the world’s most beautiful road. Covering 17 miles 
and 93 bends, it passes through the heart of the Douro 
region’s sweeping wineries and countryside estates to 
bring you to your historic ‘Quinta’ accommodation. Our 
deluxe option, Quintas da Pacheca, is set right among the 
vineyards. Here, you’ll be treated to complimentary wine 
tastings and a choice of 18th-century manor-house suites 
and ‘barrel rooms’ – converted wine barrels complete with 
private deck and a skylight for stargazing.

PRICES FROM £370 PP incl. uk airport lounge access, 
fl ights, 4 nights accommodation & 5 days car hire. 
For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152961 or call 
020 7838 5894.

POUSADAS OF PORTUGAL: 
THE ALGARVE
From Gothic monasteries to colourfully converted 16th-
century convents, Portugal’s pousadas are a unique 
network of heritage hotels. On this spectacular self-
drive, which begins in idyllic Tavira, you’ll knit together 
some of the fi nest examples; spend memorable nights 
in medieval castles and 19th-century palaces as you 
trace scenic coastal routes and valley-framed roads to 
reach idyllic beaches and spectacular slices of rolling 
greenery. It’s all populated by a fascinating collection 
of historic sett lements, with charming seaside villages, 
Roman ruins and Moorish whitewashed towns among 
the highlights.

PRICES FROM £790 PP incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, 7 days car hire & 6 nights 
accommodation in historic pousadas. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/103066 or call 020 7838 5894.

P O R T U G A L  |  R O A D  T R I P S
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BAGLIONI’S ITALY

Baglioni Resort Cala del Porto

Positioned high on Punta Ala’s sloping cliff s, the Baglioni Resort 
Cala del Porto has privileged views out over its fi gure-of-eight pool 
to the luxury yachts of the marina and its glitt ering  waters. It’s a view 
best enjoyed from private sun terraces, att ached to rooms furnished 
in classic Tuscan style with pastel tones and marble bathrooms 
throughout. An indulgent spa and two fi ne dining restaurants complete 
the show. Just don’t forget to make use of the private beach.

Combine Baglioni Resort Cala del Porto with four nights in Florence
prices start from £1,595 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, car hire, 
4 nights at Baglioni Resort Cala del Poro, 4 nights at Relais Santa Croce, Florence walking 
tour & transfer to Pisa Airport. Visit  wexas.com/103858 or call 020 7838 5894.

Their hotels are among the fi nest in Italy, as timeless and elegant as the cities which they serve. 
Here, Norire Arakelyan casts his expert eye over three Baglioni hotels, and the itineraries that 
showcase them best. There’s everything from luxurious coast-and-culture self-drives to rail-
linked city breaks.

Baglioni Hotel Luna, Venice

Housed in a Venetian palace, this luxurious off ering features silk-
panelled walls and frescoes by the pupils of Tiepolo. The Baroque 
sensibilities continue into the rooms where prints line the walls and 
gilded furnishings are lit by original Murano chandeliers. Some even 
host views over the Venetian Lagoon, St. Mark’s Square and the Royal 
Gardens. Breakfasts are served in the frescoed ballroom and dining 
has won both the Fogher d’Oro and Gambero Rosso awards.

Discover the sights of Venice, staying at Baglioni Hotel Luna
prices start from £770 pp incl. uk airport lounge, fl ights, water taxi transfers, 
accommodation, 30-minute gondola ride, city tour & group boat tour to Venice Lagoon. 
Visit wexas.com/145643 or call 020 7838 5894.

Baglioni Hotel Regina, Rome

This 19th century landmark has long been a favourite among the 
international jet set, positioned amid the lights and colours of the 
central Via Veneto, the street immortalised in Fellini’s celebrated fi lm 
– La Dolce Vita. Rooms are decorated in a Classic or Art Deco style, 
with views over prett y courtyards or the city’s Roman roads. National 
sensibilities also extend to the spa and fi ne-dining restaurant, whose 
chef has cooked for the likes of George Clooney and the Dalai Lama.

Pair Renaissance Florence with a stay at the Baglioni Hotel Regina
prices start from £1,030 pp incl. uk airport lounge, fl ights, arrival transfer, 
fi rst-class rail travel, 4 nights accommodation & guided tours of Rome & Florence’s 
Accademie & Uffi  zi galleries. Visit wexas.com/102776 or call 020 7838 5894.

EARLYBIRD OFFER:
SAVE UP TO

£105 PP
Book by 29 Sep 18 

STAY 4, PAY 3
SAVE UP TO

£350 PP
Book by 15 Sep 18 

STAY 3, PAY 2
SAVE UP TO

£140 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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Italy, off the beaten track

Tuscany, Umbria &

the Amalfi Coast

This itinerary begins in Tuscany 
with Pisa’s leaning icon before 
taking in San Gimignano’s 
centuries-old wonders and 
Volterra’s Roman amphitheatre. A 
scenic country drive will then see 
you south, via Umbria’s Orvieto, to 
the Amalfi  Coast. While you might 
know it from its pastel-coloured 
houses and lemon-scented 
groves, there are also some truly 
spectacular driving routes to 
explore, not least the Blue Ribbon 
Drive. This cliff -hugging route 
passes through tunnels and around 
hairpin bends to showcase some of 
Italy’s most arresting scenery.

prices start from £1,370 pp 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 10 
days car hire, 9 nights b&b accommodation 
& selected touring. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/139611 or call 020 7838 5894.

A Taste of Umbria

For a more in-depth exploration 
of Umbria, this self-drive takes in 
the region’s historic sett lements 
interspersed with rolling 
countryside, prett y villages and 
award-winning vineyards. You’ll 
begin with a private villa stay right 
in its green centre before turning to 
successive medieval towns and the 
region’s stately capital, Perugia, 
a city laced with masterpieces of 
both art and architecture. Along 
the way, a pair of cooking courses 
and a wine tasting session will 
introduce you to the region’s 
world-famous cuisine, all between 
stays in historic properties that 
showcase the best of Umbria’s 
traditonal style.

prices start from £1,030 pp 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 8 
days car hire, 7 nights b&b accommodation 
& selected touring. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/138924 or call 020 7838 5894.

Best of Puglia

Tucked away at the heel of Italy’s 
boot, few make the journey south 
to Puglia, but those who do are 
rewarded by beaches as deserted 
as its backcountry roads. This is a 
region of understated charm, and 
a far cry from the crowds of Rome 
and Florence. Traditional seaside 
towns open out onto prett y 
olive groves and road trips link 
together nights spent in heritage 
farmhouses. There’s everything 
from the medieval grandeur of 
Trani to hilltop Ostuni’s fortifi ed 
whitewash and the Itria Valley’s 
unique 19th-century beehive 
houses. And, it’s all blessed 
with that famously predictable 
Mediterranean climate.

prices start from £855 pp 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 10 
days car hire, 9 nights b&b accommodation 
& selected touring. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/104228 or call 020 7838 5894.

With roads winding past idyllic coastlines and passing through an endless rural 
expanse, connecting historic towns and cities packed full of Renaissance art and 
fabulous food and wine, Italy is Europe’s ultimate self-drive destination. Having 
visited its shores time and again, Wexas specialist Pippa McCarthy took time out 
to share some of the country’s fi nest driving routes.
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SAIL
AWAY 

IN STYLE
With new ship launches planned and a whole 
host of new destinations to discover, it’s set to 
be another exciting few months for the cruise 
industry. Taking in the best of it, we’ve put together 
a curated collection of itineraries, and some 
tempting special offers, that showcase cruising at 
its absolute finest.

As usual, our specialists have been out and about, 
sailing the Earth’s oceans and rivers to bring you all 
the latest news and their expert opinion. Over the 
following pages, Emma Sanger-Horwell reports 
back from her recent South America voyage with 
Silversea, Meriel Lowe takes a look at Scenic’s 
new partnership with National Geographic and 
Scott Anderson takes a behind-the-scenes peek 
at the all-new Seabourn Ovation. We also find out 
what’s new with APT’s ever-popular Magnificent 
Europe River Cruise, explore America’s Great 
Lakes with Victory Cruises and head to the Med 
with new itineraries from Oceania and Regent 
Seven Seas Cruises.
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Chile & Peru 
with Silversea

Wexas cruise specialist Emma Sanger-Horwell sails aboard Silver Explorer 
to seek out incredible wildlife and lost civilisations amid the great landscapes 
of South America’s Pacifi c coast.

FREE FLIGHTS, 
HOTEL & TRANSFERS

Book by 30 Sep 18 
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A similar 25-day Silversea voyage 
from Callao to Buenos Aires, taking 
in many of the ports visited by 
Emma, is available. 

prices start from £9,180 pp*
Incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, 
transfers & 25-night all-inclusive Silversea 
cruise aboard Silver Cloud Expedition 
with butler service, open-seated dining, 
selected drinks, lectures, shore excursions 
& gratuities. For a day-by-day itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/152958 or call 020 7838 5894.
*Fare includes a 10% early booking discount.

Arriving in Valparaíso on Chile’s 
Pacifi c coast, I embarked Silver 
Explorer – Silversea’s purpose-
built luxury expedition ship – full of 
anticipation and no litt le excitement. 
Over the coming days I would 
explore a corner of the world that 
had, so far at least, eluded me. My 
journey began amid the gorgeous 
and gritt y streets of Valparaiso’s 
unesco World Heritage-listed old 
town, which enchants with bohemian 
artistry and sweeping views across 
the city harbour to the ocean 
beyond. Having taken in just a tiny 
taste of its maze of laneways and 
stairways that form the city’s hilltop 
neighbourhoods, we returned to the 
ship to meet our Expedition Team 
– a clever bunch comprising marine 
biologists, naturists and historians 
who would help set the scene for our 
voyage north to Peru.

Having sett led into my suite, we 
sailed overnight to La Herradura 
Bay’s stunning mile-long beach and 
on to La Serena, Chile’s second-
oldest city. Here, 20th-century 
lighthouses and reproductions of 
ancient statues tell of the city’s 
longevity, while at the prett y main 
plaza, the bustling La Recova 
Market sells everything from pre-
Colombian pott ery and lapis lazuli 
jewellery to curiosities made from 
huayacan wood and alpaca wool. It 
made for a wonderful aft ernoon’s 
exploration before we headed back 
to the ship and the delights of the 
captain’s cocktail party.

The next day, with a fuzzy head and 
a free morning, I took the chance to 
head out on deck, and was rewarded 
with a passing group of fi n whales. 
Then, in the aft ernoon, I took the 
chance to get closer to nature with 
a Zodiac excursion to Isla Pan de 
Azúcar to watch kelp gulls, turkey 
vultures, blackish oystercatchers, 
Peruvian boobies, pelicans, sea lions 
and thousands-strong colonies of 
Humboldt penguins. Then, just as 
we set sail, the eagle-eyed captain 
pointed out a pod of some 200 

dolphins playing in the surf just a few 
metres from our starboard bow.

We continued on our northerly 
course, bringing us fi rst to 
Antofagasta’s fascinating blend of 
architectural styles – part Chilean, 
part British – showcased in the 
Victorian and Georgian grandeur of 
the Barrio Histórico. We also paused 
to explore a series of Huanchaca 
ruins and take in the displays at the 
city’s Regional Museum with its 
centrepiece exhibits on the local 
saltpetre industry, before heading 
along the coast to La Portada, an 
enormous rock sculpted by sea and 
sand to form a colossal archway.

The following day we headed inland 
to explore the Atacama Desert – 
one of the driest places on earth. 
The day’s highlight was, for me, the 
Reserva Nacional Los Flamencos 
in the Atacama Salt Flat, where we 
spott ed avocets, sandpipers, and 
Chilean and Andean fl amingos. The 
latt er actually migrate between 
Peru, Bolivia, Chile and Argentina, 
and  use this vast, mineral-rich 
expanse as one of their most 
important breeding grounds. Finally, 
we headed to the Valle de la Luna 
where otherworldly rock formations 
loom high above the desert fl oor, 
interspersed with rippling sand 
dunes and snaking caves.

A day at sea paired more incredible 
wildlife viewing – in one aft ernoon I 
spott ed seals, whales, hammerhead 
sharks and a small but playful pod of 
dolphins – with the chance to indulge 
in the ship’s spa. Then, it was time 
to head for shore again, this time 
to the Lauca National Park. This 
was a challenging excursion, taking 
us to an altitude of 4,500 metres. 
But it was well worth the eff ort as 
we drove, via the Copaquilla Pukara, 
a pre-Incan defensive sett lement, 
to reach Chungará Lake where 
colourful fl amingos and Andean 
geese bask in deep blue waters, 
and alpacas and vicuñas roam 
the grass-studded plains.

With the cruise almost at an end, 
there was still time for one fi nal 
excursion – a fl ight above the 
famous Nazca Lines. This collection 
of geoglyphs, carved into the 
desert along Peru’s Pacifi c coast, 
are thought to date from between 
200BC and 700AD. Aft erwards, 
I took a stroll around Paracas town 
followed by a sumptuous farewell 
dinner back on board with fellow 
passengers and crew. 

The next morning, I disembarked 
Silver Explorer in Lima for the 
short fl ight to Cusco, high in the 
Peruvian Andes. Aft er a cosseting 
stay at the stunning Belmond 
Hotel Monasterio, I was whisked 
through mountain-framed valleys 
for a Vistadome train journey to 
Aguas Calientes, gateway to Machu 
Picchu. Altitude aside, this is 
undoubtedly one of the highpoints of 
world travel. Dating back to the 15th 
century, Machu Picchu – literally 
‘old peak’ – was kept hidden from 
the Spanish conquistadors until 
its rediscovery in 1911 when a local 
innkeeper led American explorer 
Hiram Bingham to its lost summit 
perch. Commonly believed to have 
been built for an erstwhile Incan 
emperor, palatial royal residences, 
religious sites and military quarters 
combine to form an imposing citadel. 
It’s all set to a backdrop of forested 
slopes and dramatically carved 
peaks – vistas every bit as grand as 
the city complex itself.
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Barcelona is one of Europe’s most intriguing 
and iconic cities. There’s much here to revel in, 
not least the famous promenade of Ramblas, for 
fun-filled reasons from pavement cafés and an 
exuberant approach to life. La Sagrada Familia 
is just a happy stroll away, a flamboyant if 
unfinished testament to Antoni Gaudi’s surreal 
sense of style.
 
This is a city destination among the world’s 
most exciting in terms of culture and a chic 
buzz. There’s tapas, a vibrant nightlife, a 
glorious beach and sun-saturated days. 
There’s elaborate and exquisite art and 
fashion around every corner. Barcelona 
is also a city that is enticingly close to so 
many other European delights, a proximity 
made complicated by flight timetables but 
effortlessly traversed over the gentle waves 
of the Mediterranean.

What’s more, Oceania interpret the best 
way to combine and discover all these 
scintillating maritime cities in a single foray. 
Their luxurious ships are a delightfully easy 
way into the best of Barcelona before sailing 
in style into every other notable port, from 
classical Rome to gothic Requena in the 
province of Valencia. 

With Oceania, visits to alluring ports are 
lingering affairs, with overnight stops or 
extended evening stays, so there’s no need 
to rush. On board there’s the same feeling 
of indulgence, not least through their OLife 
Difference, which includes high dining on 
the high seas.  Master Chef Jacques Pépin 
oversees an array of all-inclusive restaurants, 
all serving gourmet cuisine to rival any on 
land. With organic cuisine, cooking classes, 
a vast vegetarian and vegan menu and a 
raw juice bar, Oceania Cruises meets the 
standards of the best restaurants in all the 
ports they visit. The international menu 
is available at all times, anywhere, in the 
dedicated themed restaurants to private 
suites or staterooms. 

All cruises make the most of the 
Mediterranean and allow ample time to take 
in the best of Barcelona, at the start, the 
middle or the end of memorable voyages. See 
opposite for four of our favourites, all of which 
come with a choice of free drinks packages, 
free tours or free spending money, coupled 
with other superb value-adding offers. And 
remember, there’s always the chance to 
add extra nights to your cruise if you wish 
to explore further. Simply call our cruise 
specialists on 020 7838 5894 for details. 
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Barcelona 
Beginnings
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SPANISH SILHOUETTES
11-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Board the Riviera in Barcelona and sail to Valencia, where 
an opera house and oceanographic park vie for attention, 
and the century-old wine cellars in Requena are well worth 
the time on shore. The baroque charms of Alicante are 
next, followed by the breathtaking Alhambra in Andalucia 
and the atmospheric Old Town in Malaga. Then, it’s on to 
Seville and the chance to visit nearby Cádiz, from where 
legendary explorers set sail, or to sample  sherry in its 
spiritual home of Jerez. Almeira and Cartagena, both 
charming stops with lovely beaches, lead on to the laid-
back spirit of Ibiza and Mallorca’s artistic past. Finally, to 
Palamos on the Costa Brava, full of fishing and art lore, 
before flying home from the Catalan capital.

prices start from £2,170 pp incl. flights. For a full itinerary 
& inclusions, visit wexas.com/152600. Departs 06 Jun 19
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PROMENADES & PALACES
13-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Fly to Venice and embark on Oceania’s Riviera to drift on 
to Dubrovnik.  The Venetian theme is a link – many of the 
monuments here are legacies to its influence – as they 
are in the next port of call, Kotor, all pink-paved paths 
amid atmospheric architecture. You’ll then move over 
the Mediterranean, calling in to Valletta’s prehistoric 
temples, and Sicily, where there’s time to trek up Mount 
Etna and explore Taormina’s Greek amphitheatre. 
Afterwards, Amalfi awaits, then Rome and Florence, with 
all their Renaissance treasures.  By way of contrast, the 
chic delights of Monte Carlo are next before some French 
flavour in Toulon and a spot of Spanish splendour in 
Barcelona  before your flight home. 

prices start from £4,100 pp incl. flights. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/152602. Departs 25 May 19.

IBERIAN QUEST
8-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Start in Lisbon, home to the haunting refrains of 
Fado and winding medieval streets. Then, embarking 
Oceania’s Marina, sail on to the orange-scented 
splendours of Seville, the grandeur of Granada’s 
Alhambra and the charms of Malaga. Alicante comes 
after, a baroque beauty on the Costa Blanca, followed 
by Palma De Mallorca, set amid an island so alluring 
that numerous artists made it their base. Then, in 
Barcelona, gasp at Gaudi’s masterpieces and the 
Gothic cathedral before a stop in sultry Marseille. 
Artistic Aix and ancient Avignon are both within 
easy reach. Monte Carlo provides a glamorous last 
stop before your flight home. 

prices start from £1,425 pp incl. flights. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/152599. Departs 29 Sep 19.

MEDITERRANEAN COLLAGE 
8-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

Spend a day exploring Barcelona’s many attractions, 
including La Sagrada Familia, Gaudi’s incomplete but 
perfect work of art. Then, board Riviera to sail on to Palma 
De Mallorca, also rich in history and an artistic haven. 
Provence follows, full of fishing stories from Marseille and 
Avignon’s papal past. Monte Carlo is the exact opposite, 
all glamour against the grit, but segues perfectly into the 
delights of Antibes. The Picasso Museum and the beaches 
of Juan-les-Pins are hard to leave, but Corsica’s charms 
beckon. Ajaccio, Napoleon’s birthplace, has a lively market 
and gorgeous scenery to enjoy before the Renaissance 
delights of Florence and Pisa, and finally Rome, lead you to 
this compelling journey’s end.

prices start from £2,305 pp incl. flights. For a full 
itinerary & inclusions, visit wexas.com/152597. Departs 26 Apr 19.

EXCLUSIVE FARES & 
ACCESS TO ‘SOLD-
OUT’ STATEROOMS

Book by 31 Oct 19

EXCLUSIVE FARES & 
ACCESS TO ‘SOLD-
OUT’ STATEROOMS

Book by 31 Oct 19

EXCLUSIVE FARES & 
ACCESS TO ‘SOLD-
OUT’ STATEROOMS

Book by 31 Oct 19

CHOOSE FROM  
FREE TOURS. DRINKS  
OR $600 ONBOARD 

CREDIT
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There’s no denying the sheer romance of Italy, whether it’s the chic 
sophistication of the Italian Riviera, the ancient wonders of Rome, Florence’s 
Renaissance masterpieces or the beauty of the Amalfi  Coast with its lemon-
scented villages perched on plunging cliffs. Pair all that with Sicily’s world-
leading food and wine, Ravenna’s Byzantine treasures and the iconic waterways 
of Venice, and you’ve quite possibly got the perfect Mediterranean holiday.

But how to see it all in one trip? 
Flights can be costly, the distances 
are huge, to do it all by land would 
be time-consuming to say the least. 
That’s where Regent Seven Seas 
Cruises® come in. Their curated 
Italy itinerary – featured in detail 
opposite – not only takes in all of 
the above, but also hops across 
the Adriatic to sample Corfu’s 
secluded beaches and fl ower-
strewn countryside before calling 
into medieval Kotor in Montenegro 
and the great walled city of 
Dubrovnik on Croatia’s dreamy 
Dalmatian coast.

What’s more, with Regent you’ll 
enjoy speciality dining, premium 
wines and spirits, on-board 
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entertainment and a full programme 
of shore excursions led by expert 
guides, all included as standard. 
Here are just some of the unique 
experiences you can expect in 
each port:

R EG E N T  S E V E N  S E A S  CR U IS ES

From Italy 
      with love

Ravenna, Italy
Hidden away in Ravenna’s 
beautifully preserved basilicas, 
baptistries, mausoleums and 
museums are some of the 
world’s most beautiful mosaics. 
Take the chance to explore the 
city’s best, including those at 
San Vitale Basilica, which are 
considered to be among the fi nest 
in the western world. Alternatively, 
head out to nearby Maranello, 
the home of the legendary Ferrari 
museum, or simply relax with a glass 
of wine and a freshly baked piadina 
at one of Ravenna’s delightful 
pavement cafés.

Dubrovnik, Croatia
Marble-paved squares, winding 
cobblestone streets, medieval 
city walls and terracott a rooft ops 
looking out to an impossibly blue 
sea. No wonder Dubrovnik is 
known as the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic’. 
Exploring the city on foot is a 
wonderful way to uncover its many 
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ORIENT EXPRESS, ITALY & THE ADRIATIC  
WITH REGENT SEVEN SEAS

13-DAY RAIL, STAY & CRUISE

Not only does this itinerary feature all of the destinations we’ve 
recommended, and more, but it also lines up perfectly with a journey on the 
Orient Express, an experience fully detailed on pages 36–37. Departing 
29th April 2019, you’ll sweep between London and Venice in a whirl of 
Art-Deco opulence and gourmet dining to arrive amid the winding canals 
of Italy’s floating city for a luxury stay. You’ll then set sail on the Adriatic, 
swapping Ravenna’s mosaics for the delights of Dubrovnik, Kotor and 
Corfu. A short hop across the sea brings you to Sicily before Italy’s west 
coast welcomes with Sorrento’s cliff-top wonders, Gaeta’s medieval 
heritage, Florence’s Renaissance delights and pretty Portofino in the heart 
of the Italian Riviera. Meanwhile, your time on board will be split between 
the private-balcony indulgences of your suite and included drinks-paired 
dining that ranges from fine French cuisine to delicious poolside grills. 
There’s also a spa and fitness centre, a well-stocked library, a cocktail pool 
bar and a card room, while the casino, cigar lounge and superb theatre add 
extra entertainment.

prices from £6,490 pp Incl. flight, transfers, Orient Express rail journey, 1 night 
accommodation & 10 nights aboard Seven Seas Explorer with all meals, drinks & shore 
excursions. For a full, day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/152845 or call 020 7838 5894.
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secrets, while trips out into the 
countryside and along the coast 
showcase hilltop villages and 
idyllic bays. Perhaps join a cycle 
ride into the beautiful Konavle 
Valley, take to the water on a kayak 
paddle or charter a yacht to hop 
between nearby islands.  

Taormina, Sicily
As far as Roman ruins go, 
Taormina’s are surely among 
the world’s most spectacular. 
Resting some 820 feet above 
the Mediterranean Sea, and 

overlooking the imposing form of 
Mt. Etna, it’s no surprise that the 
site became something of a place 
of pilgrimage for writers and artists 
throughout the 20th century. But, 
while Taormina itself dazzles with 
spellbinding views and historic 
wonders, there’s much to discover 
across the rest of the island, from 
hilltop yoga sessions to winery visits 
and private villa lunches. 

Sorrento, Italy
According to Greek legend, 
the town of Sorrento was where 

Ulysses heard the song of the 
Sirens, and it’s indeed hard 
to imagine a more tempting 
spot than this coastal enclave 
overlooking Mt Vesuvius and 
the Bay of Naples. With a full 
day to explore, you might choose 
to branch out along the lemon-
scented coast for lunch in trendy 
Positano, or take a jetfoil out 
to explore glamorous Capri. 
Then there’s the excavated 
ruins of ancient Pompeii, and 
food and wine trails that dip into 
the verdant Campania countryside.
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To celebrate the launch of Seabourn’s latest Encore-
class ship, Seabourn Ovation, Wexas cruise manager 
Scott Anderson was invited on the VIP preview voyage. 
Here, he casts his expert eye over the ship’s facilities, and 
discovers how Seabourn are, once again, redefining ultra-
luxury cruising.

The first thing that strikes you when stepping on board 
Seabourn Ovation is the sheer elegance of it all – 
perhaps no surprise when you consider it’s the work of 
world-renowned designer Adam D. Tihany. Everywhere 
there are sleek, curving lines and subtle nautical 
touches inspired by the line’s heritage; it’s not 
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All rise for Seabourn’s 
latest ultra-luxury ship
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EXPLORE THE FAR EAST  
ON SEABOURN OVATION

17-DAY LUXURY CRUISE

This luxury cruise sees you sail aboard brand-
new ship, Seabourn Ovation. Enjoying the likes 
of gourmet dining, onboard spa treatments 
and a full programme of shore excursions, 
you’ll sail between some of Southeast Asia’s 
most iconic ports, taking in the big-city buzz 
of Singapore, Bangkok and Hong Kong, the 
colonial heritage of Ho Chi Minh City and 
Sihanoukville on Cambodia’s tropical south 
coast. There’s plenty of time to relax, too, with 
days at sea given over to the indulgences of 
life on board, while stops in idyllic Ko Kood and 
Halong Bay showcase the quieter side of life in 
the Far East.

prices start from £6,200 pp incl. uk 
airport lounge access, flights, transfers, all-inclusive cruise 
aboard Seabourn Ovation with all meals, complimentary 
wine, champagne, spirits, beers & soft drinks, bottled 
water in every suite, entertainment, gratuities & day-use 
accommodation in Hong Kong. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/152838 or call 020 7838 5894.
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dissimilar to a luxurious yacht, but on the grandest of 
scales. The ship’s art collection is equally impressive, 
showcasing 1,600 works by 120 artists – as a keen 
photographer, I was particularly taken with the black 
and white 50s and 60s fashion and lifestyle photos 
in The Grill by Thomas Keller.

Which brings me on to the ship’s dining options. At 
Sushi, everything from Bento boxes and caviar to 
small plates featuring sashimi and, of course, sushi, 
are expertly prepared before your eyes by skilled 
chefs; what’s more, ingredients are shipped in directly 
from Japan, ensuring the very best quality. Then 
there’s the aforementioned The Grill by Thomas Keller 
where classic American dishes are given a modern, 
Seabourn twist; expect the likes of Lobster Thermidor, 
steakhouse favourites and a delicious selection of 
ice-cream sundaes. It’s worth noting, that online 
reservations for this venue close 15 days prior to 
sailing. Perhaps my favourite place to dine, however, 
was The Restaurant, whose dining space is divided up 
by soaring white pillars that come together in a striking 
blue-glass chandelier – another of those inspired 
Tihany design touches. I dined here twice on my six-
night voyage, enjoying the likes of warm potato ravioli, 
prime rib of beef and a decadent trilogy of chocolate 
served alongside a ginger cheesecake. While many of 
Seabourn Ovation’s dining concepts can be found on 
their other Encore-class ships, I was thrilled to discover 
the new and exciting Earth & Ocean at the Patio. 
Developed together with Chef Anton Egger, it invites 
guests to explore traditional cookery from around the 
world – a celebration of food culture served on the 
ship’s expansive pool deck.

Up on deck 5 you’ll find The Club, the Casino and an 
open-air area with a small pool and whirlpools. The 
Club operates as a relaxing lounge during the day, 
and features expert-led discussions that form part of 
the Seabourn Conversations programme, covering 
subjects ranging from science to destinations and 
cultures and the unique collaboration between 
Seabourn and UNESCO. Then, at night, and much to 
my delight, it transforms to a dance floor complete with 
a small stage for a live band.

But the entertainment doesn’t end there. At The 
Grand Salon, several new shows have been developed 
especially for Seabourn Ovation, including ‘Hollywood 
Ovation’, featuring songs from classic movies. There’s 
also ‘An Evening with Tim Rice’, which brings together 
video commentary from the man himself with concert-
style productions of some of his most famous works 
and collaborations; there’s everything from Jesus 
Christ Superstar to The Lion King.

Elsewhere, the ever-popular Seabourn Square – 
the multi-function space that debuted on the line’s 
Odyssey class ships – has been given a reboot, offering 

even more staff and space for service desks, a café, 
library and plenty of seating – it’s the hub of the ship, 
yet retains a quiet and relaxed atmosphere.

And finally up to deck 12 and the luxurious cherry on 
this endlessly impressive six-star cake. The Retreat, 
with a large whirlpool at its centre, is dotted with private 
cabanas, which you can hire for the day. And which I 
did, while enjoying caviar and Bollinger champagne, 
kept constantly topped up by the Retreat’s dedicated 
concierge. It’s even possible to book a massage in a 
Spa Treatment Cabana – absolute luxury.
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SCENIC ESCAPES 
with National Geographic

Gliding gracefully along the world’s 
great rivers, from the bustling 
Mekong to the winding vineyard-
lined Douro, is an experience like no 
other. And, it’s made all the better 
when paired with Scenic Cruises’ 
luxurious all-inclusivity. Indeed, this 

is a river cruise specialist whose 
voyages have long been at the very 
definition of five-star. Both onboard 
and ashore, guests can expect 
nothing but the best, from discreet 
butler service to exquisite food 
and wine. 

C R U I S E  |  S C E N I C

By Wexas cruise specialist Meriel Lowe In an effort to make their voyages 
even more special, this year saw 
Scenic announce a new partnership 
with National Geographic 
Expeditions, meaning guests will 
be accompanied by a National 
Geographic expert who’ll be on 
hand to deliver everything from 
photography tips to history lectures. 
And, with the creation of Scenic’s 
eight new custom-built river ships, 
there’ll be even more space to relax 
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GEMS OF THE DANUBE
8-DAY LUXURY RIVER CRUISE

Particularly special is this National Geographic River Cruise 
Highlight Package, where you’ll explore the myriad highlights 
of the river Danube. Walk among fairytale buildings and ancient 
landscapes, from Budapest’s juxtaposing Gothic sights to Vienna’s 
picture-perfect gardens and gilded palaces. You’ll explore five 
UNESCO world heritage sites along the way, including Vienna’s 
historic centre, home to the renowned Museum of Natural History. 
Pause to explore the rolling hills and castle-dotted landscapes of 
Austria’s stunning Wachau Valley, before sailing to Nuremburg 
where a distinctive old-world charm is still tinged with the city’s 
palpable World War history. And, as you sail downstream, you’ll 
enjoy all-inclusive sightseeing and activities in each destination, 
from hiking and biking to in-depth learning experiences showcasing 
the history and cultures of Central Europe. On hand will be National 
Geographic Expert Teresa Fisher, author of over 30 guidebooks, 
and a National Geographic photographer who’ll gladly share tips 
on how to capture those perfect holiday snaps. 

You’ll also explore the region’s culinary landscape at the ship’s 
restaurants; there’s Portobellos with its multi-course wine-
matched dining, the laid-back Riverview Terrace and Café, and 
the ever-so-opulent Crystal Dining Room. Or, you might decide 
to dine in the comfort of your butler-served suite – perfect for a 
romantic meal for two. And, when the sun shines, balcony suite 
guests can make use of the exclusive Scenic Sun Lounge system 
that transforms into an all-weather conservatory-style space at 
the touch of a button. 

from £2,020 pp (October 2018) £3,725 pp (August 2019) £3,195 pp 
(December 2019) incl. uk airport lounge access, flights, seven nights on board a 
five-star Scenic Space-Ship, complimentary dining and beverages and 18 Scenic 
Freechoice excursions. For a full day-by-day itinerary, visit wexas.com/152973 or call 
020 7838 5894.

S C E N I C  |  C R U I S E

between excursions, with the likes 
of steam saunas, open-air cinemas, 
massage rooms and sun-deck 
swimming pools ensuring time 
spent on board is just as memorable 
as that spent on shore. A 1:3 crew-
guest-ratio also helps, of course.
Suites are opulent and modern, 
and offer hd tv, individual climate 
control and a pillow menu. Setting 
sail both this year and next, eight 
new river cruise packages will see 
lucky guests wind through Europe’s 
greatest waterways, whether that’s 
soaking up the history and beauty 
of the Danube, detailed opposite, 
meandering between colourful 
Christmas markets or tasting their 
way through rolling vineyards. And, 
over in Asia, ancient forts, dolphin-
dotted rivers and historic stupas will 
set the scene for an unforgettable 
cruise along Myanmar’s Irrawaddy.
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SAILING TO THE WORLD’S FRONTIERS 
Spectacular Zodiac rides to calving 
glaciers, hikes through verdant 
jungles, leisurely relaxation on sugar-
white shores – a cruise can take 
you anywhere in the world. From 
adventurous voyages into the wilds 
of Antarctica to relaxing sojourns on 
palm-fringed Caribbean shores, the 
people at Hapag-Lloyd Cruises have 
put together a curated collection of 
journeys to compete with any of the 
world’s great cruise lines. What’s 
more, whether you’re headed to 
America’s Great Lakes, the wildlife-
rich jungles of the Amazon basin or 
Patagonia’s mirrored fjords, you can 
expect expert-led touring, five-star 
meals, exceptional service and a whole 
host of luxurious amenities, all coming 
together to create truly thrilling 
moments at sea.

Looking to take the world of small-
ship expedition cruising by storm, 
Hapag-Lloyd Cruises’ newest luxury 

vessel, HANSEATIC inspiration, is 
due to set sail in 2019 alongside its 
sister ship, HANSEATIC nature. With 
just 230 guests per voyage – 199 on 
Antarctica cruises – it promises to be 
an intimate, ultra-luxury experience, 
served up in combination with the 
latest expedition equipment and a 
hull specially constructed to push 
through ice floes and get up to the 
spectacular wildlife of the world’s 
remotest regions.

Cabins and suites – all ocean facing – 
are set to combine stylish design with 
the likes of heated-wall bathrooms; 
the majority will also come with a 
private balcony. There will be plenty 
of added extras, too, from binos 
and Nordic walking poles to coffee 
machines and complimentary mini 
bars. The ship will also boast the 

C R U I S E  |  H A PA G - L L O Y D  C R U I S E S

with Hapag-Lloyd Cruises
highest ice classification possible for 
passenger ships, perfect for tackling 
the most extreme environments, 
alongside 17 eco-friendly Zodiacs 
with electric drive systems for landing 
in areas that would be otherwise 
inaccessible.

Outside, a huge open deck space 
and glass balconies will offer 
superb wildlife viewing, as will the 
Observation Deck and Lounge, where 
mounted binoculars and 180-degree 
views will ensure there’s still plenty 
to see when the weather turns. For 
more relaxing moments, there’ll be 
a canopied pool deck, a fitness area 
and even a spa, where everything 
from complete wellness programmes 
to Finnish saunas and steam baths 
will provide an indulgent counterpoint 
to days in the wild. 
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B A R B A D O S  TO  L I M A  O N 
HA NSE ATI C  I NSP I R ATI O N

18-DAY EXPEDITION CRUISE

Sail aboard HANSEATIC inspiration on this epic new voyage between 
Bridgetown in Barbados and Lima, Peru, departing in November 2019. 
You’ll start in the idyllic Venezuelan archipelago of Islas Los Roques, 
whose azure waters and powder-soft beaches share the headlines 
with Kralendijk’s picturesque boulevards and colourful houses, and 
wildlife including hummingbirds, iguanas and flamingos. You’ll then sail 
on to UNESCO World Heritage-listed Cartagena in Colombia before 
landing at the untouched San Blas Islands – a trip highlight. It’s then on 
through the legendary Panama Canal to pass barren prairies and dense 
forests, finally arriving amid the lush verdure of the seldom-explored 
Darien jungle. Here, you’ll discover settlements of the Embera Indians 
before sailing on to the dark-sand beaches and wildlife-rich mangroves 
of Colombia’s Utria National Park, one of the best spots on Earth to 
see nesting olive ridley sea turtles. Your voyage ends with the Isla 
Lobos de Tierra, where you’ll spot the likes of pelicans and blue-footed 
boobies, before arriving into Lima, Peru’s fun-loving capital.

prices from £8,350 pp in an Outside Cabin incl. uk airport lounge access, 
flights, full-board cruise, a 5% early booking discount, valid until 30 April 2019, & €200 
on-board beverage credit per person. Departs 13th November 2019. For a full itinerary, 
visit wexas.com/152968 or call 020 7838 5894.

H A PA G - L L O Y D  C R U I S E S  |  C R U I S E

Come the evening, guests will 
prepare for a true culinary voyage 
of discovery, with three spacious 
and elegant restaurants serving 
food inspired by the region in which 
they’re sailing. There’s everything 
from Japanese and Peruvian 
delights to  gourmet meals served 
under star-spangled skies in the 
alfresco Bistro Restaurant.

What’s more, every cruise will be 
accompanied by experts who’ll 
lead fascinating presentations 
and lectures on each region, as 
well as joining Zodiac landings 
and other shore excursions 
to provide further insight. On 
board, talks will be held live in the 
HanseAtrium, an innovative space 
used for presentations, which will 
transform into an atmospheric 
bar come nightfall. Meanwhile, 
the Ocean Academy will provide 
a truly immersive and educational 
experience with a media wall and 
interactive displays on a wide 
range of subjects. 

EARLYBIRD OFFER

SAVE 5%
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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After a leisurely day in the Maltese 
capital, you’ll board Le Bougainville, 
to sail to Amorgos in the Cyclades, 
a mountainous island dotted with 
clear-water coves, neo-classical 
buildings and citrus-scented villages 
seemingly untouched by time. Then, 
in Delos – the mythical birthplace 
of Apollo and Artemis – you’ll lose 

yourself amid the World Heritage 
wonders of one of the Greek Islands’ 
most important archaeological sites.

Mykonos is next, with its Cyladic 
maze of iconic windmills and 
whitewashed houses stark against 
the turquoise sea. It’s something of a 
party island, too – not Corfu or Ibiza, 

C R U I S E  |  P O N A N T

more St Tropez but with a lively, 
late-night vibe. You’ll then make land 
in Syros, whose laid-back beach 
bars and island capital Ermoiupoi are 
a wonderful juxtaposition of Greece 
old and new.

Your island-hopping ends in Molyvos 
on the north coast of Lesbos. A 
pretty village with a pervading small-
island charm, its history dates back 
to the Ottoman Empire, showcased 
in a labyrinth of winding lanes and 
traditional stone houses overlooked 
by a 14th-century Byzantine 
Castle. You’ll then sail through the 
Dardanelles Strait to Istanbul where 
you’ll disembark.

prices start from £3,540 pp 
Incl. uk airport lounge access, return flights, 
private transfers & an 11-day cruise aboard 
Le Bougainville with all meals, selected 
drinks and selected shore excursions. For a 
full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152980 or call 
020 7838 5894. 

The Eternal Aegean    
  with PONANT
Sun, sea, sand and a large dose of history and culture – a cliché, yes, but 
these are surely the only reasons you need to set sail across one of the world’s 
most idyllic seascapes. Showcasing all of these delights and more, boutique 
cruise aficianados PONANT are set to showcase the wonders of the Greek 
Islands aboard their latest luxury ship Le Bougainville. Setting out from 
history-rich Valleta to Istanbul on 14 July 2019, guests will experience the 
very best of the eastern Mediterranean, taking in idyllic shores and historic 
sights to rival the world’s best. 

Sporting the signature sleek design of all PONANT’s ships, Le 
Bougainville is certainly set to make a splash upon its launch in 
2019. This design-driven cruise will not only feature an infinity 
pool and fully-equipped theatre but will also boast an incredible 
multisensory “Blue Eye” Underwater Lounge – a below-deck 
innovation consisting of glass walls and a natural underwater 
symphony that will allow guests to fully immerse themselves 
in the unique beauty of cruising.  

LE BOUGAINVILLE

EARLYBIRD OFFER

SAVE 15%
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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V I C T O R Y  C R U I S E  L I N E S   |  C R U I S E

Cruising has long been the ultimate way to explore the 
world’s great waterways, but with Victory Cruise Lines 
guests can enjoy luxury voyages on boutique ships that sail 
to some of North America’s lesser-known shores. Small but 
perfectly formed, ships have space for just 200 guests, with 
Victory I, and its sister ship Victory II, designed to reach 
even the most secluded rivers and shorelines. The maritime 
feel is palpable throughout – whitewashed wooden ceilings 
contrasting pale-blue accents – and all staterooms and suites 
offer ocean views. Food and drink also plays an integral 
part in the Victory experience, from the Shearwater Dining 
Room, where menus feature the likes of rack of lamb and 
miso-glazed cod, to the Cliff Rock Bar & Grille where prime 
cuts and fresh fi sh are cooked to perfection on hot volcanic 
stones. There’s also live music to enjoy at the English Tavern-
inspired Seascape Tavern, while fi ne wines and crafted 
cocktails can be taken either in the Compass Lounge or up 
on the sun deck. But, it’s the destinations themselves that 
really steal the show, especially those on our featured Great 
Lakes itinerary, detailed opposite.

G R E AT  L A K ES  D I S COV E RY
15-DAY STAY & CRUISE

Following a pre-cruise stay in Toronto, you’ll set 
sail for Niagara Falls, navigating the Welland 
Canal for the chance to explore vineyards and 
estates of Niagara Wine Region. You’ll then head 
on to the falls themselves to experience the 
famous Hornblower cruise – prepare for a soaking 
as you dip right under the spray. 

Rejoining your ship in Port Weller, you’ll sail 
on to Cleveland, Ohio, to explore the city’s 
vibrant collection of museums and markets, 
a delightful counterpoint to Detroit’s industrial  
grit. Aft er taking in the exhibits at the Henry 
Ford Museum, the contrasts continue as you 
spend a day sailing on beautiful Lake Huron to 
arrive at Manitoulin Island in Georgian Bay. The 
largest freshwater island in the world, Manitoulin 
– meaning Spirit Island in the local language 
– is home to the Ojibwa people, part of the 
First Nation of Anishinaabe. The landscapes 
here are truly stunning; hidden pathways lead 
past jagged outcrops to ancient runes and 
gorgeous lake views. 

You’ll then head on, via Sault Ste. Marie, to 
Lake Michigan’s Mackinac Island, where tales of 
batt les between the Americans and British are 
brought to life by the ship’s historian. Finally, sail 
to Chicago for an included two-night stay. 

prices start from £6,070 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge, fl ights, transfers, 2-nights pre- and post-cruise  
accommodation, a 9-night all-inclusive cruise with all meals, 
house drinks & shore excursions. For a full itinerary & departure 
dates, visit wexas.com/152603 or call 020 7838 5894.

AMERICA’S GREAT LAKES 
with Victory Cruise Lines
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Signature Experiences

The Grand Empress Steam Train
This new experience for 2019, on 
departures between April and 
September, sees you follow in the 
footsteps of Elisabeth of Bavaria 
as you embark on an imperial 
train journey. Enjoy a Welcome 
Reception at Budapest Station’s 
Royal Waiting Room, then board 
your elegant steam train, which 
features some carriages from 
the early 1900s. Tuck into a 
traditional game lunch worthy of 
royalty, before disembarking for 
a guided tour of Gödöllő Palace.
 
Namedy Castle
Explore Namedy Castle, the 
home of Princess Heide von 
Hohenzollern. After taking in the 
castle and its manicured grounds, 
you’ll take your place at a gourmet 
banquet, accompanied by a 
classical piano recital.
 
City Palace, Vienna
At Vienna’s City Palace, 
owned by the princely family of 
Liechtenstein, you’ll be welcomed 
at a lavish Cocktail Reception 
before attending a private concert; 
expect superb arias, an orchestral 
performance of masterpieces by 
Mozart and Strauss, and music 
from members of the Mozart 
Boys’ Choir.

Freedom of Choice inclusions

APT know that not all travellers 
have the same interests, that’s why 
on your Magnificent Europe Luxury 
River Cruise, you can personalise 
your journey with a wide choice of 
sightseeing activities and dining 
experiences. And, they’re included 
in the price. Perhaps head for 
the beautiful city of Salzburg 
to visit sights from Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s iconic musical film 
The Sound of Music. Or, work on 
your swing at the famous Schloss 
Schonborn Golfclub, a member 
of the ‘Finest Golf Courses of 
the World’.  If you’d rather relax 
on board, there’s everything 
from informative lectures 
and presentations to cooking 

C R U I S E  |  A P T  R I V E R  C R U I S E S

A Journey Through 
Magnificent Europe
A firm Wexas favourite, APT’s Magnificent Europe Luxury River Cruise offers 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences in some of the Continent’s most celebrated 
destinations. Presenting unique opportunities and exclusive access to Europe’s 
most enchanting attractions, these experiences allow guests to discover each 
destination in greater depth – and would be impossible to organise if you were 
travelling on your own. As diverse as the destinations visited, APT’s Magnificent 
Europe Signature Experiences are many and varied. Here are just a handful of 
the highlights.
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MAGNIFICENT 
EUROPE 

Cruising in all-inclusive luxury, 
you’ll sail the Rhine and 
Danube to take in the riverside 
highlights of Holland, Germany, 
Austria and Hungary. Along 
the way, your included tours 
will showcase everything from 
quiet cobblestone villages to 
some of Europe’s city greats – 
Amsterdam, Cologne, Vienna 
and Budapest. You’ll also enjoy 
a superb choice of included 
excursions. There are vineyard 
tastings, a castle banquet, a 
world-class private concert 
in a Viennese palace and a 
luxury charter train journey 
that sweeps through Austria’s 
alpine countryside.

prices from £2,795 pp*  
incl. flights, transfers & 14 nights 
all-inclusive cruise with Freedom 
of Choice sightseeing & select 
complimentary beverages at all times 
on board. *Grand Empress Steam 
Train operates from Apr–Sep for a 
supplement. For a full itinerary  & 
inclusions visit wexas.com/104214 or 
call 020 7838 5894.

A P T  R I V E R  C R U I S E S  |  C R U I S E

demonstrations and even lessons in 
the local language.

A gourmet journey

In a continent renowned for its 
food and wine, you’ll be treated 
to experiences that rival those 
of Europe’s finest restaurants. 
Days begin with a delicious buffet 
breakfast, while lunch comprises 
a wide selection of hot and cold 
dishes. Each evening, you will relish 
an exquisite five-course à la carte 
dinner. Early risers and night owls 
are both catered for, and afternoon 
tea is served daily. Reflecting the 
produce, weather and traditions 
of the season, a range of special 
dining events enhance your insight 
into the culinary essence of the 
region you are in.

Concerto River Ships

Thanks to a long-established 
partnership with AmaWaterways, 
when you travel with APT you’re 
also choosing to cruise with 
the world’s leading river cruise 
operator. Step aboard any ship 
in APT’s modern fleet and you’ll 
immediately appreciate the 
commitment to innovation that 
drives every last detail. Featuring all 
the comforts of a modern five-star 
hotel, every Concerto vessel is an 
official member of La Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs – the oldest and largest 
food and wine society in the world. 
The many awards and achievements 
these ships, and APT, have received 
highlight a dedication to ensuring 
your journey is a genuinely life-
enriching experience.

SAVE UP TO 

£2,300 PP
ON SELECTED 2019  

DEPARTURES
Book by 31 Aug 18 
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Luxury river cruises are amongst the most romantic 
ways to travel, drifting through otherwise inaccessible 
areas in style. Sanctuary Retreats are renowned for some 
of the most stylish boats of all, as well as intriguing, 
dreamy itineraries, with extended stops to explore 
attractions on shore. Their cruisers are more boutique 
hotel than boat, intimate, glamorous and extremely 
luxurious. Private balconies, sumptuous cabins, superb 
spas, swimming pools, observation decks and fine dining 
all feature, but each small ship has a distinct décor 
reflecting its destinations. 

Their Yangzi Explorer is the best of both classic 
Chinese and contemporary chic in design, and offers 
perhaps the best and most intimate cruising in China, 
with just 124 passengers, all enjoying the largest 
cabins and suites on the Yangtze. It also delivers the 
highest crew to passenger ration on the river, with 
impeccable standards and 24-hour room service. 
Spacious private balconies provide the perfect place 
to watch the ever-changing views and the spa provides 
further indulgence. The whole experience is China 
inside and out, with local artwork and textiles within 

the cabins, and constant views of the country from 
the balconies and vast observation deck.

In contrast, the Sanctuary SunBoat IV has distinct Art 
Deco vibe, but is rich in Egyptian flourishes lending extra 
intrigue to one of the most leisurely cruises available 
down the famous Nile. Hand-painted images of Nubian 
life decorate the dining room, while the heated swimming 
pool sits in Egyptian marble amid the teak sun deck.
  

The all-suite Sanctuary Ananda, custom built by local 
craftsmen, uses traditional materials, and provides 
lashings of contemporary luxury. There are three decks, 
allowing for plenty of room for the 21 suites, an outdoor 
pool and a panorama lodge. And the panoramas are 
exquisite and rarely seen by visitors, as the Andanda 
charts a meticulously plotted route along Myanmar’s 
rivers, including the mighty Irrawaddy.  Ancient towns, 
jungles sheltering almost lost villages, and resplendent 
pagodas and palaces line the route. 

These gorgeous floating hotels offer a glorious way 
to explore, and feature in some of our most exciting 
itineraries, showcased opposite.  

C R U I S E  |  S A N C T U A R Y  R E T R E AT S

EXPLORE THE WORLD’S GREAT RIVERS 
with Sanctuary Retreats

...what made this Nile cruise experience 
exceptional was the consistency of service 
and smooth delivery from start to finish...

Wexas product & commercial director, David Warne
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THE YANGTZE RIVER 
AND BEST OF CHINA

A lot lies between Beijing’s ancient charms and 
Shanghai’s shiny skyscrapers, and this tour takes 
in the best. Begin in Beijing, where a private 
guide will make sure you see all the highlights, 
before a short fl ight to Xian to marvel at the 
Terracott a Army.  Aft er a tour of Chongqing to 
see its famous giant pandas, step on board 
the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer for the most 
luxurious river cruise experience in China. Watch 
the scenery unfurl from your private balcony, 
including rural villages and the dramatic Three 
Gorges. Glitzy Shanghai provides an exciting 
end to this Chinese odyssey. 

prices start from £4,660 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 9 nights accommodation, 
3-night cruise aboard Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer with all 
meals, selected drinks & touring. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/102284 or call 020 7838 5894.

GRAND TOUR OF EGYPT

Following a stylish stay in Cairo and views of 
the Great Pyramids, you’ll fl y down to Luxor 
for a luxury cruise on Sanctuary Sun Boat IV. 
Along the way, the secrets of the ancient sites 
along the legendary Nile are revealed during 
historian-led tours. The Valley of the Kings, 
Hatshepsut Temple, the Colossi of Memnon, 
the temple complex at Dendara, the Philae 
Temple at Aswan all await. On board, fl oor to 
ceiling windows in every cabin frame timeless 
riverside scenes. There’s plenty of time to linger 
on deck alongside the swimming pool and to 
enjoy gourmet meals, cocktail receptions and 
cookery classes. 

prices start from £2,960 pp incl. uk airport 
lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 5 nights accommodation, 
4-night cruise aboard Sanctuary Sunboat IV with all 
meals, selected drinks & touring. For a full itinerary, visit 
wexas.com/101810 or call 020 7838 5894.

CLASSIC WATERWAYS OF MYANMAR 
ON SANCTUARY

Superb hotels, private tours and a river cruise along the Irrawaddy on board the luxurious Sanctuary Ananda 
provide a magical way to experience Myanmar.  Explore Yangon’s many charms from bustling markets to 
glitt ering pagodas, before a spell on tranquil Lake Inle, dott ed with fl oating villages. In Mandalay, enjoy a 
private tour of the most iconic and revered sites, before boarding Sanctuary Ananda for a delightful cruise 
along the Irrawaddy.  Stops include the World Heritage Site of Bagain, famous for its ancient temples, before 
sailing back to Mandalay. 

prices start from £2,920 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers, 5 nights accommodation, 7-night cruise aboard 
Sanctuary Ananda with all meals, selected drinks & touring. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/143409 or call 020 7838 5894.

EARLY BOOKING 
OFFER: SAVE UP TO

£125 PP
Book by 30 Sep 18 
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Taking in the wonders and romance of the world’s rivers in true fi ve-star style is 
no easy feat. After all, each river is different, whether it’s the bustle of Vietnam’s 
Mekong Delta, the exotic wildlife of the Chobe or the winelands and fairytale 
castles of the Danube. As well as seeing the sites, you’ll want to taste the food, 
drink the wine, meet the people and experience the culture. That’s where 
AmaWaterways come in. Their world-spanning collection of river cruises bring 
guests right to the heart of a destination, with shore excursions led by expert 
guides and unique experiences that truly bring a place to life. Throw in the likes 
of an onboard wellness programme and regionally inspired dining, and it’s no 
surprise they’re rated among our clients’ favourite river cruise operators. 

C R U I S E  |  A M AWAT E R WAY S

ROMANTIC DANUBE 
AmaMagna is set to sail the waters of the iconic Danube for the fi rst time 
next May, taking in central Europe’s famed vineyards and medieval towns 
across eight memorable days. Discover Austria’s glitt ering Lake District, 
Vienna’s gilded palaces and Budapest’s old-world charm between 
exclusive Wachau Valley wine tastings and the very best in regional 
gourmet dining. Look out for departures right through to December 2019.

prices start from £2,535 pp incl. uk airport lounge access, fl ights, transfers 
& a 8-day cruise aboard AmaMagna staying in a deluxe stateroom with all-inclusive dining, 
drinks with meals and a choice of 21 excursions. For a full itinerary, visit wexas.com/152606 or 
call 020 7838 5894.

The all-new AmaMagna 
Set to revolutionise the river cruising 
sector, AmaWaterways’ brand-new 
vessel, AmaMagna, will boast a hull 
twice as wide as traditional European 
river ships. It all means more space 
on board – more space for dining, 
more space for sleeping, more space 
for relaxing and exploring. Guests 
will spend active days taking in the 
sights from the open-water sports 
platform that will off er a range of 
watersports and a sundowner boat 
for intimate river excursions. There’s a 
planned wellness area, too, complete 
with fi tness studio, juice bar and 
spa massage rooms, while the Sun 
Deck’s heated pool and whirlpool 
will provide further relaxation before 
pre-dinner cocktails in the pop-up 
sky bar.

Come the evening, guests will enjoy 
culinary delights inspired by the 
region and served in a variety of 
dining venues, including the main 
restaurant, the Chef’s Table, The Al 
Fresco Restaurant and a wine bar 
named aft er one of AmaWaterways’ 
co-founders. It’s all an indulgent 
preamble to nights spent in the ship’s  
luxurious staterooms, each complete 
with in-room temperature control, 
opulent marble bathrooms and, in 
most cases, step-out balconies.

RIVERS OF ROMANCE
with AmaWaterways
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T I T L E  |  S A I L  AWAY  I N  S T Y L E

Visit wexas.com/brochures to order your free copy

Having travelled extensively, 
worked and even lived in 
their specialist regions, 
the team at Wexas has 
put together a collection 
of destination brochures, 
packed full of fi rst-hand 
information. There’s advice 
on everything from where to 
stay and when to go. And, 
while they span countries 
across the globe, just like 
our holidays, you can tailor-
make them to your interests. 
To fi nd out how, simply visit
wexas.com/brochures.

WEXAS DESTINATION BROCHURES

Our Rail & Cruise brochure features a 
curated collection of the world’s top 30 
journeys by train, river and sea. Inside, you’ll 
fi nd everything from paddleboat cruises 
along the Mississippi and exploratory 
sailings to the Antarctic to palatial rail 
journeys through India and a steam-train trip 
into the Ecuadorian cloud forests. To order 
your copy, visit wexas.com/brochures.

RAIL & CRUISE BROCHURE

your copy, visit wexas.com/brochures

Our Rail & Cruise brochure features a 
curated collection of the world’s top 30 
journeys by train, river and sea. Inside, you’ll 
fi nd everything from paddleboat cruises 
along the Mississippi and exploratory 
sailings to the Antarctic to palatial rail 
journeys through India and a steam-train trip 
into the Ecuadorian cloud forests. To order 

wexas.com/brochureswexas.com/brochures.



Fly to over 200 
destinations  
and beyond 

Experience so much more of the US when you fly with 
Virgin Atlantic and with Delta Air Lines. We offer a choice 
of over 200 destinations across North America. Enjoy 
innovative products, award winning entertainment and 
friendly service onboard both airlines, and our mutual 
loyalty programmes means you can earn great rewards 
with Virgin Atlantic and Delta. 

For the latest fares and special offers, call a Wexas USA specialist  
on 020 7838 5894


