
WINTER 16/17WINTER 16/17





3 020 7590 0702

WELCOME

Welcome to our 2016/17 Best Served Scandinavia winter 
brochure, a round up of the very best this extraordinary region has 
to offer during those exciting snow-bound months.

This year, our winter showcase is packed with Arctic adventures of 
every kind, all tried, tested and enjoyed by our team of specialists. 
We’ve personally stayed in the hotels we recommend and taken 
all the exhilarating excursions featured, including some adventurous 
new additions such as ice skating in Northern Finland.

We’ve eaten around campfires beneath still and starry skies, 
mused over menus in Michelin-starred restaurants, and caught 
and cooked the finest Norwegian king crab. We’ve searched for 
and found the Northern Lights, stayed in ice and snow hotels from 
Kirkenes to Québec City, snowmobiled along hundreds of forest 
trails, dodged icebergs in Greenland and still found time to spot 
a polar bear or three in Spitsbergen.

KATHERINE GERSHON 

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Whether you’re looking for a weekend break, a luxury, romantic 
holiday, an adventure on the snow and ice, a special visit to see 
Santa in Lapland or a self-drive holiday with a difference, our 
experienced team is here and ready to help you put together your 
perfect Scandinavian holiday.

Incidentally, although the emphasis in this brochure is on snow-
filled fun, Scandinavia in the summer is just as magical.
So, if you’d rather take a road trip under the Midnight Sun instead 
of the Northern Lights, just let us know, or get in touch to register 
for our 2017 summer brochure. In the meantime, enjoy the finest 
the frosty months have to offer.
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DRESSING FOR THE ARCTIC

BEST FOR

Put away the flip-flops and sarongs, this holiday is going to
be different. Arctic chic shows little skin, with a three-layer 
principle advised: wear thermal undergarments, complemented by 
jogging bottoms and a warm fleece or a woolly jumper, topped 
off with a weather-resistant outer layer. Cotton should be avoided 
as it cools when it gets wet, and don’t forget your hat, gloves and 
scarf. Please note that some excursion suppliers do not offer warm 
clothing in children’s sizes.

Throughout this brochure you’ll spot the symbols below next to our 
properties. These should give you a helpful hint as to the hotel’s 
qualities and features, making sure you pick the perfect spot.

EXCURSIONS
We’ve included our favourite recommended excursions throughout 
this brochure, but don’t hesitate to ask our travel specialists for 
advice on alternative options. Excursions are usually paid as an 
extra unless otherwise stated.

ACCOMMODATION IN THIS BROCHURE
As there is no universal system for grading hotels, we have 
applied our own grading system to featured hotels and itineraries. 
They are based on the opinion of our destination specialists, 
usually upon first-hand experience of staying there themselves.

Standard
Clean and comfortable accommodation with reasonable facilities 
(typically 3 stars).

Superior
A high standard of accommodation with a good range of quality 
facilities, often in a good location (typically 4 stars).

Deluxe
Outstanding accommodation with excellent facilities and service, 
usually in a fantastic location (typically 5 stars).

MEAL INCLUSIONS
Any meals included in the price of our suggested itineraries, 
whether they’re part of a tour, an excursion, or a hotel stay, 
are indicated at the end of each day’s description using the 
following symbols:

     Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

WILDLIFE HONEYMOON FAMILY FOOD & WINE

PHOTOGRAPHY WILDERNESS UNIQUE HOTELS

ACTIVITIES CITY CHRISTMAS
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NORTHERN LIGHTS:  
SCANDINAVIAN MYTHOLOGY

The Northern Lights have long played a 
central role in Scandinavian mythology. 
Many Sami people – whose ancestors 
have inhabited the northern reaches of 
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia’s 
Kola Peninsula for the past 5,000 years 
– still share the belief that the aurora 
borealis emanate from the souls of their 
departed ancestors. In Norse mythology, 
the Northern Lights are said to reflect the 
soaring trails of Valkyries as they charge 
across the night sky. Throughout northern 
European folklore, these vibrant and 
ghostly midnight flares have garnered 
great respect. Today, despite a clearer 
scientific explanation for these astral 
displays – that the aurora are a result

of the interaction of solar wind and the 
earth’s magnetic field – these otherworldly 
displays still stun sophisticated observers 
into awed silence and continue to inspire 
thousands of pilgrimages to the Arctic 
north each winter.

HINTS & TIPS
• Get as far from artificial light  
as possible
• Keep an eye on the sky at all times  
• Wrap up warm – you may have to
wait a while
• If you want to photograph the Lights,
be sure to pack a tripod

BEST TIME TO VIEW
Long, clear nights provide the 
perfect canvas for aurora viewing, 
so the dark winter months offer the 
best viewing opportunities. In 2014, 
the sun went through its most recent 
solar maximum – a peak in solar 
activity – and it’s generally believed 
that significant solar events occur 
during years following this peak. 
The next few years, therefore, offer 
clients a consistently good chance of 
seeing spectacular Northern Lights 
displays across Scandinavia and 
Canada’s Arctic north.
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NORTHERN LIGHTS IN TROMSØ

Lost among Norway’s stunning fjordland, 400km north of the Arctic Circle, Tromsø is 
one of the world’s more isolated city break destinations. Yet against all the odds, this  
far-flung fjordside city revels in a richness of cultural delights, from a vibrant arts and 

music scene to a roaring pub route and cutting-edge restaurants. The surrounding stage 
set of stunning snow-capped peaks and regular aurora spectaculars adds a seriously 

exciting edge to this stylish Scandinavian city.

Downtown Tromsø spreads across a small, 
low-lying island in the Tromsøysundet 
Strait. The calm waters of this magnificent 
fjord contrast with the city’s wild surrounds, 
where mountains rise in sugar-white
stacks and peaks stretch into the distance, 
across the Lapland plateau and far into 
the Russian north. It’s an alluring gateway 
to adventure and there are plenty of 
excursions available to whisk you out
of town. Snowmobile and husky safaris 
range excitedly around the region’s 
dramatic interior, while whale watching 
tours in season offer a glimpse of the 
Norwegian Sea’s wildlife – expect to see 
humpbacks, dolphins and possibly fin and 
minke whales. As for the city’s famous 
culture, Tromsø hosts Norway’s largest
film festival, has more pubs per capita 
than any other Norwegian city and a 
lively electronic music scene, with ambient 
soundscapes that elegantly replicate 
Tromsø’s ethereal setting.

9

WHY WE RECOMMEND

• Tromsø is situated at the centre of 
the Northern Lights ‘zone’, which 
rings the Magnetic North Pole

• In the winter of 2015/16, 
Malangen Resort saw the 
Northern Lights on 80 per cent 
of nights during their Camp 
Nikka Northern Lights excursions 
(see page 20)

• Tromsø’s scenic location –  
locked between fjords and 
rugged mountain ranges – offers 
calmer weather than the coast, 
insulated from high winds and 
stormy weather

• Range of excursions on offer, led 
by experienced operators

• Direct flights from London 
Gatwick twice weekly

020 7590 0702
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1CHASE THE  
NORTHERN LIGHTS

Even in today’s scientific world we remain 
under the spell of the Northern Lights, 
nature’s magnificent diaphanous display 
that turns the crisp Arctic night into a 
dancing display of disco beams. With 
Tromsø just a few hours’ flight from Britain, 
these celestial charms have never been 
easier to find.

2 DRIVE A SNOWMOBILE  
 PAST THE LYNGEN ALPS

To the east of the city lie the Lyngen Alps, 
a range of sharp snow-capped peaks
that extend northwards towards the 
Norwegian Sea, dropping dramatically
to Lyngenfjord on the far side. Riding a 
snowmobile is the best way to view this 
imposing landscape, giving you the agility 
and power to carve your way up steep 
ascents and meander through thick forests.

NORTHERN LIGHTS IN TROMSØ

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

TROMSØ TOP 10

3 TAKE A HUSKY SAFARI   
 THROUGH ARCTIC WILDERNESS

The peoples of the Arctic haven’t lost the 
need for a well-trained pack of huskies. A 
mode of transport that has changed little in 
a thousand years, dogsledding remains the 
most reliable way of getting around, and, 
as you glide over the ice with the hazy 
wintry light filtering through the trees and 
glittering off the ground, you’ll appreciate 
it’s the most beautiful mode of travel too.

4 TAKE A NORTHERN LIGHTS   
 DINNER CRUISE THROUGH

TROMSØ HARBOUR
Chasing the aurora with a trip into a 
wilderness with zero light pollution may 
well be the best way to guarantee a front 
row seat at the polar show, but a dinner 
cruise is the equivalent of getting a box, 
adding an atmosphere of pure refinement. 
Dining on delicacies, sipping fine wine, 
accompanied by the moody lighting of the 
Tromsø quayside is possibly the best way to 
view the Northern Lights in style.

5 INDULGE IN THE FIVE-
 COURSE TASTING MENU

AT EMMAS DRØMMEKJØKKEN
Say ‘drømmekjøkken’ enough times and 
you might be able to work out the English 
translation. No? ‘Dream kitchen’. The menu 
here lives up to its name, offering

treats such as carpaccio of whale, roasted 
roe deer and a klippfisk soup, a local 
delicacy of dried, salted cod, all served 
alongside the catch of the day and a 
smorgasbord of fresh local produce, 
providing an unforgettable introduction to 
Arctic haute cuisine.
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NORTHERN LIGHTS IN TROMSØ

020 7590 0702

6 HEAD FOR A TRADITIONAL   
 TROMSØ NIGHT OUT

Start your night at the Ølhallen, whose 
status as the oldest tavern in town is 
confirmed by its rather unimaginative 
name, which translates to ‘ale hall’.
This atmospheric venue dates back to
the 1920s, and serves sixteen varieties
of locally-brewed Mack beer, from the 
world’s northernmost brewery. Afterwards, 
weave your way to the Tromsdalen
Kirke, affectionately known as the Arctic 
Cathedral, a distinctive local landmark 
that hosts midnight concerts of folk songs 
and hymns.

7 SPEND THE NIGHT IN A   
  FJORDSIDE FISHERMAN’S  

CABIN AT MALANGEN RESORT
The painted wooden cabins that fringe 
the shore of Malangen fjord mimic the 
traditional fishing huts that you’ll spot all 
over Norway’s Arctic fjordlands: small, 
simple boxes raised on stilts, coloured  
in vermillion to make a chocolate-box 
image when combined with the idyllic 
mountain backdrop and the gently  
lapping sea.

8 GAZE OVER LYNGENFJORD AS  
 YOU SOAK IN A HOT TUB

AT LYNGEN LODGE
One of the most glorious lodge locations 
in Norway, Lyngen Lodge blends 
beautifully with the environment thanks
to the use of traditional materials in its 
construction: pine timber and an insulating 
turf roof. By day, gaze across the narrow 
fjord at an endless vista of icy mountains, 
and at night watch the Northern Lights 
play over the peaks.

9 SEARCH FOR HUMPBACK  
 AND KILLER WHALES IN

THE TROMSØ FJORDS
Venture out to view two of the world’s most 
intelligent creatures in action. The orcas of 
the Arctic have devised a clever hunting 
technique, herding shoals of herring close 
to the surface before slapping down their 
tailfins, creating shockwaves that stun the 
fish. Hungry humpbacks join in the feeding 
frenzy, creating a spectacular sight if 
you’re lucky enough to witness it.

10  FEED REINDEER & LEARN   
  ABOUT SAMI CULTURE

More closely related to the Arctic peoples 
of Siberia than to the Vikings, these 
semi-nomadic pastoralists have inhabited 
Norway’s northern regions for millennia. 
Masters of trapping, fishing and reindeer 
herding, the Sami showcase an ancient 
and sustainable way to live off the
land, and studying their culture offers a 
fascinating insight into man’s ability to 
adapt to almost any environment.
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE CITY BREAK

Tromsø is at the centre of the northern 
aurora zone, and dazzling celestial 
displays circle the sky above the city with 
great and regular abandon. Anyone 
who’s been to Tromsø will assure you that 
there’s more to the city than what goes 
on above, with an animated street scene 
and creative culture reflecting the vibrant 
colours of the pulsating aurora borealis.

Day 1 ›› Tromsø Fly from London Gatwick 
to Tromsø and check in to the Thon Tromsø 
hotel, situated on the south  
of Tromsøya Island in the heart of the city
centre. Spend the rest of the day 
exploring the centre on foot, visiting the 
city’s museums and galleries. The Tromsø 
Kunstforening, home to an exceptional 
collection of Norwegian contemporary 
art, is a five-minute walk from the hotel, 
as is Polaria Museum, with a fabulous 
cinema where short films of the Northern 
Lights can be viewed in comfort. Tromsø’s 
picturesque harbour is nearby, providing 
another visual feast. Later, fall in with 
the city’s fashionable set and sample the 
town’s best local brews at one of the city’s 
many drinking holes. You’ll be spoilt for 
choice – there are more pubs per capita 
in Tromsø than anywhere else in Norway.

Day 2-3 ›› Tromsø Tromsø’s extreme 
northern location allows for a multitude
of exciting excursion opportunities, from 
husky and snowmobile safaris to reindeer 
sledding and whale watching trips. In 
the evening, wrap up warm and join 
an included aurora tour for the chance 
to see the Northern Lights as they make 
their merry way across the night sky. The 
city and its surrounds are famous for the 
auroras and are among the world’s best 
places to spot them. 

Day 4 ›› Tromsø Enjoy breakfast at your 
hotel and bid a final farewell to this 
majestic fjordside city before flying back to 
London Gatwick. 

4 days Tromsø

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
CITY BREAK, TROMSØ01

›› PRICES FROM: £410 pp for a  
3-night stay incl. flights, BB  
accommodation & an aurora tour.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK



TROMSØ EXCURSIONS

Husky sledding and seeing the Northern Lights are definitive parts of Norwegian 
winter holidays. Take in both on these exciting excursions, which delve deep into the 

wilds beyond the Tromsø city limits and offer an intimate glimpse of the Arctic region’s 
impressive wilderness and otherworldly displays.

13 020 7590 0702

AURORA SAFARI TO  
BASE STATIONS
There are four stations set up in specially 
selected locations around Tromsø’s 
stunning surrounds, each offering an 
excellent vantage point from which to view 
the Northern Lights. Experienced guides 
will choose which station to head for, 
dependent on the weather conditions, and 
will be on hand to serve a warming cup 
of hot chocolate or coffee and a slice of 
homemade cake. Hot meals are available 
at an additional cost.

›› PRICES FROM: £95 pp incl. transfers, 
tripods, warm clothing, coffee, cake and 
hot chocolate. A £25 supplement provides 
a warming soup dinner. Duration: 5–7 hrs. 
Operates 1 Nov to 31 Mar.

HUSKY SAFARI
Dog sledding has long been part of the 
Norwegian national psyche – the success 
of Roald Amundsen’s excursion to the 
South Pole was attributed to his use of
sled dogs. Husky safaris are almost as 
adventurous over shorter distances and 
offer exciting access to the Norwegian 
wilds. There’s the option to drive your own 
sled or let an experienced guide do the 
work. And, on your return, you’ll have 
the chance to meet the rest of the husky 
team – perhaps even some puppies – and 
tuck into a fireside meal. This exhilarating 
excursion is suitable for all ages.

›› PRICES FROM: £155–£175 pp incl. 
transfers, warm clothes and a hot meal. 
Duration: 3.5 hrs. Operates 01 Nov (or 
when the snow arrives) to 30 Apr.

EXCURSIONS ›› TROMSØ
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WHALE SAFARI
Whale watching cruises offer excellent 
opportunities for spotting Arctic wildlife. 
Humpback whales, orcas and seals 
regularly frequent the fjords and bays 
around this stretch of Norwegian 
coastline, and sea eagles with wingspans 
of up to 2.5 metres soar dramatically 
overhead. You’ll sail on a large day 
cruiser or more mobile RIBs (rigid inflatable 
boats), which offer closer encounters.

›› PRICES FROM: £120 pp incl. transfers, 
excursion by big boat or RIB, depending 
on client numbers. Duration: 5 hrs. 
Operates 01 Nov to 10 Jan.
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SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
Travel deep into the Arctic wilderness with 
an expert guide, exploring remote valleys 
and whitewashed mountain landscapes  
on this spectacular snowmobile safari. 
After a safety briefing you’ll travel 15km 
inland, far from any settlements, and, if 
time and weather permit, try your hand 
at ice fishing on a frozen lake before 
returning to Tromsø.

›› PRICES FROM: £180 pp incl. transfers, 
warm clothes and traditional soup lunch. 
Duration: 4.5 hrs plus transfers. Operates 
01 Dec to 31 Mar (excludes 23–25 & 
31 Dec).

TROMSØ EXCURSIONS

‘We need the tonic of the wilderness…’ wrote Thoreau, camped in his cabin in the
woods, and when it comes to Tromsø’s wildly beautiful surrounds, that tonic is served
full strength. The vast landscapes of northern Norway are home to secret valleys and

stark peaks sheltering Arctic wildlife and these excursions take you straight to the source,
the perfect mixer to complement Tromsø’s urban spirit.

EXCURSIONS ›› TROMSØ
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TROMSØ EXCURSIONS

Europe’s extraordinary cultural and historical variety persists even at the very fringes 
of the continent. In Norway’s Arctic north, this diversity includes the Sami people, one 
of Europe’s oldest surviving indigenous groups, who have used reindeer as a form of 

transport for millennia and the modern cruisers that now dart across the waters around 
Tromsø. Today, both exist side-by-side beneath the dance of the Northern Lights.

NORTHERN LIGHT CRUISE
Set off for an evening cruise in search of 
the Northern Lights, savour a homemade 
fish supper and enjoy contemplating the 
starlit sky over Tromsø harbour. This hosted 
cruise departs each evening at 8pm and 
returns to the city’s jetties after a three-hour 
voyage around the placid waters of the 
surrounding fjords. Woolly ponchos and 
hot drinks are provided to keep you warm 
during on-deck aurora viewing.

OVERNIGHT DOG-SLEDDING EXPERIENCE
This two-day trip includes a night in the mountains and the chance 
to drive your own team of huskies. In between mushing you’ll be 
expected to pitch in with making the food, setting up camp and 
harnessing and feeding the dogs. Conditions can be challenging, 
so a good level of physical fitness is required. 

›› PRICES FROM: £485 pp. incl. guided husky safari, warm cloth-
ing, overnight accommodation, equipment, all meals & transfers. 
Duration 2 days. Operates 01 Nov to 30 Apr

EXCURSIONS ›› TROMSØ

REINDEER SLEDDING
The Sami people have inhabited a vast region of northern 
Scandinavia for millennia and reindeer herding has long been 
central to their culture. This special excursion introduces visitors to 
this and other unique traditions as clients are invited to enjoy a 
traditional Sami meal in a lavvu before returning to Tromsø.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp incl. warm 
poncho, hot drinks and supper. Duration: 
3 hrs. Operates 01 Oct to 31 Mar 
(excludes 23–25 & 31 Dec).

›› PRICES FROM: £170 pp. incl. transfers, warm clothes and a 
traditional soup lunch. Duration 3 hrs. Operates selected dates 
between 27 Dec to 20 Mar (excludes 10 Jan to 01 Feb).
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HOTELS ›› TROMSØ

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

THON HOTEL TROMSØ

STANDARD

The sleekly modern Thon hotel is a 
member of one of Norway’s largest hotel 
chains. Situated in a fantastic location
in the centre of Tromsø, it’s close to the 
city’s main transport hub and innumerable 
daytime and late-night attractions. There 
are 150 Scandi-style rooms, each with 
comfortable doubles, en suite shower 
rooms and free WiFi, and guests can help 
themselves to complimentary tea
and coffee in the hotel’s lobby – a nice 
touch, especially during the winter months 
when you’ve just come in from a long
day in the cold. Book now to make the 
most of our three nights for the price of two 
offer. We recommend requesting a room 
on the 6th floor for excellent views of the 
city and its impressive surrounds.

CLARION COLLECTION 
HOTEL WITH

SUPERIOR

Named after Hans Rudolf With, who 
became the first captain of the Tromsø 
steamship in 1867, the Clarion With
has a nautical theme with subtle maritime 
decorations throughout and views over 
the city’s bustling harbour. It’s one of our 
favourite Tromsø hotels, with modern 
rooms and a relaxation area on the top 
floor with a gym, sauna and steam room, 
which is also a great place to spot the 
Northern Lights from on clear nights.
The hotel offers complimentary waffles 
between 3 and 6 pm and a light evening 
meal between 6 and 9 pm. Upgrade to 
a spacious Superior room for wonderful 
harbour views.
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HOTELS ›› TROMSØ

020 7590 0702

This contemporary hotel has some of the 
finest rooms in Tromsø. Situated quayside 
on the east coast of Tromsøya Island, close 
to the city’s spectacular wooden cathedral, 
the Scandic Ishavshotel’s spacious Superior 
rooms offer exceptional views of the 
harbour. Roast, the hotel’s restaurant, is
a delight too, serving a variety of local 
delicacies, fresh seafood, an excellent 
breakfast and wine by the glass – a 
surprising rarity in Tromsø.

SCANDIC ISHAVSHOTEL

SUPERIOR

A charming hotel situated close to the 
waterfront amongs a throng of lively bars 
and restaurants and some of Tromsø’s 
major landmarks. Features include stylish 
rooms, a gym and sauna. The rooftop 
Jacuzzi has enviable views of the city and 
its surrounds and provides a perfect place 
to lie back and watch the Northern Lights 
at night. The Aurora’s Astro restaurant 
serves excellent cuisine and offers guests a 
complementary light meal each evening.

CLARION COLLECTION 
HOTEL AURORA

SUPERIOR

Opened in May 2014, this fashionable 
hotel has quickly become a popular 
choice. The rooms are comfortably 
furnished and all feature a minibar and 
free WiFi and breakfast. The onsite 
facilities are arguably the hotel’s biggest 
draw, with the city’s only sky bar, a 
restaurant created by acclaimed chef 
Marcus Samuelsson, and numerous open 
lounge bars and cafés, which lend the 
hotel a vibrant edge, not least because of 
their popularity with many locals.

CLARION HOTEL THE EDGE

SUPERIOR
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HOTELS ›› MALANGEN RESORT 

MALANGEN RESORT

The escapist and expansive Malangen Resort is a wilderness hotel offering thrilling 
adventures in a fabulous setting. The resort overlooks the Malangen fjord, which 

stretches 60km from the Hekkingen Lighthouse to the small village of Nordfjordbotn. 
Hiking trails lead from the hotel into the region’s wild interior and, in the winter months, 
Malangen excels at Northern Lights excursions, dog sledding and snowmobile safaris.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

Ten comfortable rooms line the top floor 
of Malangen’s central building. All are 
comfortably furnished and stylish, with 
wooden floors and large windows. 
Features include large double beds,
en suite bathrooms and tea and coffee 
making facilities. Superior rooms are 
larger – 26 sq m to the Standard rooms’ 
18 – and in addition to the extra space, 
they have a sofa, table and writing desk.

Your very own home from home, these 
two-storey, three-bedroom cabins are 
ideal for families or small groups. Many 
are located on the water’s edge while 
others sit higher up the bank, offering 
amazing views of the Malangen fjord and 
surrounding countryside. The cabins have 
self-contained kitchens, and the spacious 
lounge areas have comfortable sofas and 
a flat-screen TV.

For those seeking a little something extra, 
Malangen’s fjordside Deluxe cabins
are more spacious than their Standard 
neighbours and feature wooden balconies 
and large, furnished viewing decks. Some 
Deluxe cabins have Jacuzzi baths, all have 
two or three bedrooms, a living room, 
dining area and fully equipped kitchens, 
as well as dramatic floor-to-ceiling 
windows framing spectacular views.

STANDARD &  
SUPERIOR ROOMS

SEA-VIEW CABIN

STANDARD

SEA-VIEW CABIN

DELUXE
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Malangen Resort is one of our favourites 
and has picked up rave reviews from our 
clients, largely due to its remote, fjordside 
location. Relaxed and isolated, it’s the 
perfect place to spend some time beneath 
the piercing blues of the Norwegian 
winter sky and, as it’s so far from any 
major settlements, a great spot from which 
to see the Northern Lights.

5-DAY TAILOR MADE TOUR
1 day Tromsø ›› 2 days Malangen 
›› 2 days Tromsø

ITINERARIES ›› TROMSØ & MALANGEN

Day 1 ›› Tromsø Fly to Tromsø and make 
your way to the Clarion Collection Hotel 
With, located in the centre of town, on the 
harbour. Simply sample the nightlife and 
restaurants of downtown Tromsø, or we 
can arrange a Northern Lights tour on your 
very first night.

Day 2 ›› Tromsø and Malangen Resort 
The next day, choose from a range of 
excursions, including whale watching and 
reindeer sledding. In the late afternoon, 
transfer to Malangen Resort, about a 
90-minute drive south of Tromsø, and 
enjoy dinner at the hotel’s restaurant. 
Stay in a hotel room, featuring excellent 
fjord views, or upgrade to a traditionally 
built, red-timbered fisherman’s cottage, 
complete with a living room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms and fjordside balconies. 

Day 3 ›› Malangen Resort Today you’ll 
have the choice of relaxing in the resort – 
making the most of the panoramic sauna 
– or enjoying any number of exciting

excursions. We recommend either a 
husky safari, where you’ll get to drive 
your own dogsled team, or a snowmobile 
tour through the Arctic wilderness to a 
traditional Sami lavvu (herdsmen’s tent).
In the evening, head to nearby Camp 
Nikka for a Northern Lights guided tour. 

Day 4-5 ›› Tromsø Spend the day at 
Malangen Resort before travelling back 
to Tromsø for a final night at the Clarion 
Collection Hotel With. 

›› PRICES FROM: £890 pp incl. flights, 2 nights BB Tromsø with buffet supper, 2 nights 
HB Malangen Resort incl. daily sauna, transfers between Tromsø and Malangen Resort 
and Northern Lights excursion.

020 7590 0702

TROMSØ &  
MALANGEN02
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TROMSØ & BEYOND

Surrounded by miles of empty wilderness, Malangen resort is perfectly placed to offer a 
range of exciting wilderness excursions departing from the hotel’s doorstep. A highlight 

of these outdoor experiences is Camp Nikka, which features a rustic shelter and two 
large lavvus – traditional Sami tents – excellent for aurora gazing. The camp is also 

close to Malangen’s enthusiastic huskies, waiting to whisk you into the surrounding wilds.

NORTHERN LIGHTS AT 
CAMP NIKKA
Situated on the shores of picturesque Lake 
Nikka, Camp Nikka is Malangen Resort’s 
very own wilderness camp. Neither of the 
camp’s lavvus have electricity, making it 
the perfect place from which to view the 
aurora, unobstructed by artificial light. 
Wrap up warm beneath reindeer skin rugs 
and sip coffee brewed on an open fire 
while you wait for the Northern Lights to 
make their riotous appearance.

HUSKY SAFARI
Don thermals, thick socks, woolly hats and snow boots and head 
out into the frozen wilds around Camp Nikka, towed by a pack 
of huskies. You’ll be introduced to the sled dogs by an expert 
guide, learn how to drive and enjoy a simple yet delicious fireside 
meal on your return to camp.

›› PRICES FROM: £145 pp incl. warm clothes and a light meal. 
Duration: 3 hrs. Operates 01 Dec to 31 Mar.

EXCURSIONS ›› TROMSØ & BEYOND

FAT BIKE RENTAL
Ideal for dealing with soft, snowy and sometimes unstable terrain, 
Fat Bikes are a fun alternative for exploring the wilds around 
Malangen Resort. The area’s well-marked tracks, coupled with the 
Fat Bikes oversized tires, turn this already- stunning place into a 
fun-filled winter playground to enjoy at your own pace.

›› PRICES FROM: £55 pp incl. equipment hire. Duration 3 hrs. 
Operates 01 Dec to 05 Apr 

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

›› PRICES FROM: £155 pp incl. pre- 
excursion Northern Lights briefing, warm 
clothes, hot soup meal and hot drinks. 
Duration: 4 hrs. Operates 01 Dec to  
31 Mar.
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TROMSØ & BEYOND

Get wonderfully lost in the wilds on these two very different excursions. One  
offers speedy thrills and the opportunity to explore far and wide, the other takes  
things slow, wanders the snowy paths and, in doing so, offers an intimate look at 

northern Norway’s winter habitats.

SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
Explore the rugged interior of Norway’s 
Arctic region as you speed across 
mountain plateaus, lakeshores and snow-
white peninsulas. You’ll travel in pairs and 
have the chance to change drivers at the 
halfway point – provided you remembered 
to bring a valid driving licence. Your guide 
will point out the unique features of the 
landscape, while keeping an eye on the 
snowy scapes for signs of local wildlife. 
A hot meal served around an open fire 
provides the ideal end to an exhilarating 
afternoon.

SNOWSHOEING
Norway has produced some of the 
world’s most celebrated explorers, many 
of whom got their stripes venturing and 
adventuring across the snowy scenes of 
the country’s Arctic north. Pull on a pair of 
snowshoes and follow in their footsteps, 
stepping through the beautiful silence of 
frozen forests and spotting wildlife before 
huddling around an open campfire for a 
well-earned break.

EXCURSIONS ›› TROMSØ & BEYOND

›› PRICES FROM: £145 pp incl. warm 
clothing and a hot soup meal. Duration: 
3.5 hrs. Operates 01 Dec to 31 Mar.

›› PRICES FROM: £75 pp incl. warm 
winter clothing and a hot soup meal. 
Duration: 3.5 hrs. Operates 01 Dec to 
31 Mar.
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6-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR

Lyngen Lodge is an intimate wilderness 
lodge two and a half hours’ drive east of 
Tromsø. Overlooking a beautiful, calm 
fjord and in the shadow of the Lyngen 
Alps, this is an excellent place from which 
to explore northern Norway’s awesome 
Arctic landscapes. This tailor-made 
itinerary includes two nights in Tromsø, 
three nights at Lyngen Lodge and several 
exciting excursions that will take you to the 
heart of this beautiful and isolated region.

Day 1 ›› Tromsø Fly to Tromsø and head 
to the Clarion Collection Hotel With, 
situated near the harbour. Spend the rest 
of the day at leisure, visiting the city’s 
museums and art galleries and dining out 
at one of Tromsø’s celebrated fine-dining 
restaurants – we recommend Emmas 
Drømmekjøkken or seafood specialists 
Fiskekompaniet. There’s an option to join a 
Northern Lights tour later in the evening.

Day 2 ›› Lyngen Lodge After breakfast set 
out for Lyngen Lodge, a scenic drive east 
of Tromsø. Catering for just

18 guests, Lyngen Lodge features a sauna, 
outdoor Jacuzzi, library and a comfortable 
lounge with an open fire. Spend the rest
of the day making the most of the facilities 
and enjoying spectacular views from the 
fjordside verandah. 

Days 3-4 ›› Lyngen Lodge Spend the 
following two days exploring the wilds 
around the lodge. There are a number of 
unforgettable excursions on offer, ranging 
from snowshoeing and dogsledding to 
sea safaris, ice fishing and cross-country 
skiing. 

Day 5 ›› Tromsø Return to Tromsø and the 
Clarion Collection Hotel With. On your 
final night in northern Norway, take a 
husky or snowmobile safari in search of 
the Northern Lights. 

Day 6 ›› Tromsø Enjoy breakfast at the ho-
tel and make your own way to the airport 
for your flight home. 

1 day Tromsø ›› 3 days Lyngen Lodge 
›› 2 days Tromsø

ITINERARIES ›› LYNGEN LODGE AND THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

›› PRICES FROM: £1,425 pp. incl. return 
flights, 2 nights Tromsø BB accommodation 
and buffet supper, transfers, 3 nights 
Lyngen Lodge FB. 11 Nov to 04 Mar.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

LYNGEN LODGE &
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS03
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EXCURSIONS ›› LYNGEN LODGE

020 7590 0702

LYNGEN LODGE EXCURSIONS

Lying on a small peninsula facing a pretty fjord in the shadow of Norway’s 
seemingly endless, empty mountain peaks, Lyngen Lodge is perfectly situated to 

offer some exceptional excursion opportunities. Make good use of the lodge’s speedy 
Spirit of Lyngen to explore the spectacular coastal landscape, don snowshoes in search 

of wild cats or try your hand at ice fishing.

SEA SAFARI
Board the Spirit of Lyngen for a half-day tour of northern Norway’s 
fjords. Start the day dolphin spotting, then head to the island of 
Uløya where they still dry stockfish on wooden racks. Next, visit 
an ice cave before sailing to Glacier Bay for a barbecue.

›› PRICES FROM: £275 pp incl. hot drinks, barbecue lunch and 
warm clothes. Duration 4 hrs.

DOG SLEDDING
Mush your own team of sled dogs under the direction of 
professional guides, or simply sit back, relax and enjoy the ride 
as you speed through the snowy wilderness. The sleds hold one 
musher and one passenger, ensuring an unforgettable adventure.

›› PRICES FROM: £275 pp incl. lunch, hot drinks and warm 
clothes. Duration 5 hrs.

ICE FISHING AND SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
This exciting expedition starts with a 30-minute snowmobile ride 
to a high mountain plateau. There you’ll stop at a frozen lake, drill 
holes through the ice and fish. You’ll cook your catch on an open 
fire and have the chance to explore the region by snowmobile.

›› PRICES FROM: £275 pp incl. lunch, hot drinks and warm 
clothes. Minimum 4 people. Duration 5 hrs.

SNOWSHOEING NATURE TRAIL
Set off in search of moose, wolverine and lynx as you explore the 
forests around Lyngen Lodge on this snowshoe excursion. Led by 
an expert guide, you’ll climb to spectacular viewpoints and learn 
about the Arctic region’s fascinating natural and human history.

›› PRICES FROM: £75 pp incl. hot drinks, lunch, equipment and 
warm clothes. Duration 2 hrs.





ITINERARIES ›› NORTHERN LIGHTS & WHALE WATCHING ON SENJA
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6-DAY TAILOR-MADE CRUISE

As Norway’s second largest island, Senja 
has a lot going for it. With beauty to rival 
Lofoten – and fewer crowds to boot – its 
craggy uplands and forested interiors 
tumble down to a coast where, from De-
cember to late February, you’ll be joined 
by pods of orcas and humpback whales. 

Day 1 ›› Tromsø Arrive in Tromsø and 
transfer to the Clarion Collection Hotel 
With. The rest of the day is yours to 
explore the ‘Capital of the North’. After 
taking in the Arctic Cathedral, the Polaria 
Museum and the world’s northernmost 
botanical gardens, find out why Tromsø’s 
bar and restaurant scene is among the 
best in Norway. 

Day 2 ›› Finnsnes After a free morning, 
board a boat to Finnsnes and transfer to 
Mefjord Brygge. Dinner at a maritime-style 
restaurant is the perfect preamble to a 
casual evening stroll.  

Day 3 ›› Mefjordvaer Meet your guide 
this morning to plan your activities before 
embarking on your first adventure, a fjord 
safari. Lasting around three hours, you’ll 
have plenty of opportunities to photograph 
humpback and killer whales set against 

Senja’s stunning scenery. A traditional 
dinner sets you up perfectly for tonight’s 
Northern Lights excursion. Venture to 
remote spots and scenic vantage points 
to maximise your chances of seeing the 
aurora at its colourful best. 

Day 4 ›› Mefjordvaer Depending on snow 
conditions, this morning could be spent 
on board a bus, boat, or even a pair of 
snow-shoes as you head out along Senja’s 
Arctic coast. There’s time set aside this 
evening for further aurora explorations 
followed by a warming sauna back at 
the hotel. 

Days 5-6 ›› Tromsø Head back to Tromsø 
where you’ll have time for optional 
excursions including reindeer safaris, 
snowmobiling tours and Northern Lights 
cruises. Return to the UK on day six.  

1 day Tromsø ›› 3 days Senja 
›› 2 days Tromsø

›› PRICES FROM: £1,070 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 2 nights Clarion Collection 
Hotel With BB and buffet supper, 3 nights 
Mefjord Brygge FB, whale watching and 
Northern Lights excursions on Senja. De-
parts Mondays & Fridays from Dec 2016 
to late Feb 2017.

020 7590 0702

NORTHERN LIGHTS & WHALE 
WATCHING ON SENJA04
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SEE THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
FOR LESS THIS WINTER

With comfortable hotels stretching from Kristiansand in the south 
to Hammerfest in the north, Thon Hotels has Norway covered. 
The name is synonymous with warm welcomes, great value and 
friendly service, qualities that warrant the illustrious hotel group’s 
status as preferred partner of Best Served Scandinavia.

Best Served specialists have stayed in Thon hotels up and 
down the country and heartily recommend them. That’s  
why we’ve teamed up to offer Best Served clients this  
exceptional winter offer.

Stay 3 nights for the price of 2
at Thon Hotel Tromsø, Thon Hotel Alta  

or Thon Hotel Kirkenes

Extra nights at no additional cost will boost your chances 
 of catching a spectacular Northern Lights display.

For more details or to book, call a Best Served  
Scandinavia specialist on 020 7590 0702



27

This 18-day tour takes you from toe to tip 
of Norway’s magnificent fjord-lined coast.

GULLFOSS05

18-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY WITH THON HOTELS
3 days Bergen ›› 1 day Ålesund ›› 2 days Trondheim ›› 4 days 
Lofoten Islands ›› 3 days Tromsø ›› 2 days North Cape 
›› 3 days Kirkenes

ITINERARIES ›› THE GREAT NORWEGIAN COASTAL TOUR

Day 1-2 ›› Bergen Fly to Bergen, a 
UNESCO-listed city, for two nights at the 
Thon Hotel Rozenkrantz. Enjoy a day-
long Norway in a Nutshell tour, through 
spectacular fjord scenery. 

Day 3 ›› Bergen Enjoy the view from the 
summit of Mount Fløven, before boarding 
your Hurtigruten ship. 

Day 4 ›› Ålesund Spend the day 
navigating the skerries and larger islands 
north of Bergen. Call in at Ålesund. 

Day 5-6 ›› Trondheim Two nights at the 
Thon Hotel Gildevangen in Trondheim, 
a city home to the world’s northernmost 
medieval cathedral. 

Day 7-10 ›› Lofoten Islands Sail to 
Svolvær in the Lofoten Islands. Check 
into the Thon Hotel Lofoten and join a 
sea eagle or snowshoeing safari and a 
Northern Lights tour. Rejoin the ship on day 
10 for an overnight cruise to Tromsø. 

Day 11-13 ›› Tromsø Three nights at Thon 
Hotel Tromsø. Explore this lively Arctic city 
and go dogsledding, snowmobiling or 
whale watching. 

Day 14-15 ›› North Cape Sail up to the 
North Cape, the northernmost point of 
mainland Europe. Enjoy a presentation on 
the history of local Sami culture and join a 
snowmobile tour of Mehamn. 

Day 16-17 ›› Kirkenes Spend two
nights at the Thon Hotel Kirkenes, close
to the Russian border. Visit the impressive 
Snowhotel and try your hand at King Crab 
fishing. 

Day 18 ›› Kirkenes Make your way to the 
airport for your flight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £2,165 pp incl. flights, 11 nights BB in Thon Hotels, 6 nights 
Hurtigruten inside cabin (5 nights HB, 1 night BB), Norway in a Nutshell tour. Daily 
departures 01 Nov 2016 to 31 Mar 2017.

020 7590 0702

THE GREAT NORWEGIAN 
COASTAL TOUR05
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12-DAY HURTIGRUTEN CRUISE

Explore some of Norway’s best-loved 
coastal towns, navigate through world-
famous fjords and strike out on optional 
adventures including snowmobiling (from 
December) and Sami cultural tours.

Day 1 ›› Bergen Fly to Bergen and board 
your Hurtigruten cruise ship to begin your 
voyage north. 

Day 2 ›› Ålesund Call at Ålesund, home 
to a rare concentration of Art Nouveau 
buildings and stunning views from the top 
of Mount Aksla. 

Day 3 ›› Trondheim Arrive in Norway’s 
former capital and visit its colourful 
wharves and warehouses, delightful 
wooden buildings and impressive 14th-
century cathedral. 

Day 4 ›› Lofoten Islands Cross the Arctic 
Circle to reach the Lofoten Islands where 
you’ll have the chance to join a Lofotr 
Viking feast and explore the bustling 
fishing port of Svolvær. 

Day 5 ›› Tromsø Get a taste for Arctic city 
life in Tromsø where exursions include a 
guided husky safari (extra cost). 

Day 6 ›› Honningsvåg Arrive in 
Honningsvåg, gateway to the North 
Cape. This evening you’ll call at 
Kjøllefjord. 

Day 7 ›› Kirkenes Perhaps join a 
snowmobile tour or visit the Snowhotel and 
its resident reindeer (extra cost).  

Day 8 ›› Tromsø Return to Tromsø for a 
special midnight concert at the city’s Arctic 
Cathedral.   

Day 9 ›› Lofoten Islands Sail the ‘inside 
route’ between Harstad and Sortland as 
you continue south to Stamsund. 

Day 10 ›› Seven Sisters Continue past 
the striking Seven Sisters Mountains and 
picturesque Helgeland on your last day 
inside the Arctic Circle. 

Days 11–12 ›› Ålesund to Bergen The 
Romsdal Alps provide the backdrop as 
you sail via Ålesund and Trondheim to 
Bergen where you’ll disembark. 

1 day Bergen ›› 1 day Ålesund ›› 1 day 
Trondheim ›› 1 day Lofoten Islands
›› 1 day Tromsø ›› 1 day Honningsvåg 
›› 1 day Kirkenes ›› 1 day Tromsø 
›› 1 day Lofoten Islands ›› 1 day Seven 
Sisters ›› 1 day Ålesund ›› 1 day Bergen   

ITINERARIES ›› HURTIGRUTEN CLASSIC ROUND TRIP VOYAGE

HURTIGRUTEN CLASSIC 
ROUND TRIP VOYAGE06

›› PRICES FROM: £995 pp incl. transfers, 
11 nights inside cabin Hurtigruten FB. 
Selected departures Oct 2016 to Mar 
2017.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

NORTHERN LIGHTS PROMISE
So confident are Hurtigruten that 
the Northern Lights will occur during 
your voyage, that if they don’t, you’ll 
recieve a six or seven-day Classic 
Voyage with half board absolutely 
free of charge*. Their Northern 
Lights Promise applies to all Classic 
Round Voyage sailings between 01 
Oct 2016 and 31 Mar 2017.  
*Terms & conditions apply.
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Explore Norway’s rugged northern fringes 
on this five-day cruise. The tour starts 
in Tromsø, northern Norway’s cultural 
capital, 400km north of the Arctic Circle. 
From there you’ll navigate Norway’s 
northern fjordlands, past the point where 
continental Europe slips into the swells of 
the Barents Sea.

07

5-DAY HURTIGRUTEN CRUISE
1 day Tromsø ›› 1 day Honningsvåg  
›› 1 day Kirkenes ›› 2 days Tromsø

ITINERARIES ›› NORTHERN LIGHTS CRUISE

Day 1 ›› Tromsø Fly to Tromsø, northern 
Norway’s largest city and board your 
Hurtigruten cruise ship. You’ll set sail that 
evening, so keep an eye on the night sky 
for a first glimpse of the Northern Lights. 

Day 2 ›› Honningsvåg Visit the town of 
Hammerfest, which was completely  

destroyed by occupying forces during  
the Second World War. The next stop  
is Honningsvåg, where you can join a 
tour to North Cape, mainland Europe’s 
northernmost point (extra cost). 

Day 3 ›› Kirkenes Sail on from the 
dramatic cliffs of the North Cape to the 
sheltered harbour of Kirkenes, situated on 
the 23-kilometre-long Bøkfjorden. Visit the 
nearby Russian border, try a snowmobiling 
session or spend time at the Snowhotel 
(extra cost) before rejoining your ship. 

Day 4 ›› Tromsø Spend the day sailing 
south, stopping again at Hammerfest and 
navigating the small islands and inlets of

the coast before arriving in Tromsø late 
that evening. 

Day 5 ›› Tromsø See Tromsø’s captivating 
wooden cathedral, visit the city’s various 
museums and galleries – the Kunstforening 
hosts some exceptional contemporary art 
exhibitions – or maybe enjoy an excursion 
out of town. Options include husky 
sledding and whale watching (extra cost). 
Later that day transfer to the airport for 
your flight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £795 pp incl. flights, transfers, 3 night cruise Hurtigruten HB, 1 night 
BB in Tromsø. 6 day itinerary also available, including an additional night in Tromsø, from 
£895 pp. Selected departures Dec 2016 to Mar 2017.

020 7590 0702

NORTHERN  
LIGHTS CRUISE



BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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LAPLAND

When we think of Lapland, the gentle jingle of 
sleigh bells echoes from the recesses of our minds 

as we recall some kind of mythical childhood 
neverland home to Santa Claus and his helpers. 

As family destinations go, Lapland is right up there 
with the best, and there are plenty of Christmas 

themed experiences to enjoy. Superb winter wildlife 
safaris, woodland hikes, aurora shows and foodie 

treats provide further fun. 

Throughout both Swedish and Finnish Lapland, 
the options available are as endless as the 
midwinter night. In Sweden’s fell-filled north, the 
resort of Björkliden is one of the country’s top 
destinations for downhill skiing, though a trip to the 
slopes is only the tip of the proverbial iceberg. A 
more typically Nordic skiing experience is found 
a little further south at Kiruna, where the gently 
undulating landscape is better suited to cross-
country slogs, and the nearby network of woodland 
winds and trappers’ trails is perfect for dogsledding. 
Moving east into Finland, the town of Muonio and 
the glassy lakes that encircle it make for superb 
aurora viewing, their frozen surfaces providing 
reflective arenas over which the celestial ballet 
unfolds. And, at Iso-Syöte, a stay in an Aurora View 
Suite is an experience not to be missed.

020 7590 0702
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GLASS IGLOOS
A sylish alternative to the cosy 
standard rooms included in our 
tour, these impressive glass igloos – 
opened in February 2015 – come 
with modern en suite bathrooms 
and décor that speaks of Finnish 
Lapland’s unique nature and cultural 
heritage. Open throughout the year, 
they provide a window to Luosto’s 
ever-changing landscapes, from 
displays of the Northern Lights in 
winter to the glow of the Midnight 
Sun, and all from the privacy and 
comfort of your room.

A reindeer excursion and a private meet-
ing with Santa are among the highlights 
on this four-day festive break to Santa’s 
Hotel Aurora in Luosto. You’ll also have 
plenty of free time to explore the Pyhä-Lu-
osto National Park on optional activites 
that include cross-country skiing, snow-
shoeing and snowmobiling. And, with all 
rooms facing north, it’s an ideal spot for 
aurora viewing.   

WITH ALL ROOMS 
FACING NORTH, 
SANTA’S HOTEL 

AURORA IS AN IDEAL 
SPOT FOR NORTHERN 

LIGHTS VIEWING

SNOW & SANTA IN 
FINNISH LAPLAND08

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
4 days Luosto

ITINERARIES ›› SNOW & SANTA IN FINNISH LAPLAND

Day 1 ›› Rovaniemi Fly to Rovianemi and 
transfer to Santa’s Hotel Aurora in Luosto. 
The rest of the day is free to spend as you 
wish, so, after you’ve settled in, perhaps 
head into the village to try some traditional 
Lappish cooking at a local restaurant. After 
dinner, make your way back to the hotel 
for a relaxing steam in your private sauna.  

Day 2 ›› Santa’s Hotel Aurora Your 
adventure begins in earnest today, and 
to help you get started we’ve included a 
guided reindeer excursion. As you venture 
into the snow-laden forest in the company 
of your guide you’ll learn about the 
importance of these hardy animals during 
the harsh Lappish winter.  

Day 3 ›› Santa’s Hotel Aurora Today is 
free to experience one of the many winter 
excursions offered by the hotel. Perhaps try 
your hand at Ice fishing, or hit the trail on 
a cross-country skiing trip or snowshoeing 
adventure. If all that sounds a little 
too demanding, then an exhilarating 
snowmobile or husky safari might be more 

up your street. Later today we’ve arranged 
a private visit from Santa in your cosy 
hotel room, so remember to have your 
Christmas list ready.  

Day 4 ›› Rovaniemi Sadly, it’s time to 
say goodbye as you transfer back to 
Rovianemi airport in time for your flight 
home.   

›› PRICES FROM: £1,115 pp incl.flights 
transfers, 3 nights Santa’s Aurora Hotel 
BB, private in-room Santa visit & guided 
reindeer excursion. Departs daily in Dec 
and without Santa visit in Nov & from 
Jan–Mar.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK



ITINERARIES ›› HARRINIVA SANTA BREAK
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR

Tired of waiting for Father Christmas to
drop in for his annual, oh so fleeting visit?
Time for you and the family to make the
journey up to Lapland to visit him for a
change, and you can even have him all
to yourselves.

Day 1 ›› Harriniva Hotel Sadly, air traffic
control prevents Santa from living near
a major airport, so you’ll have to fly first
to Helsinki before connecting onward
to Kittilä, a remote town in the Arctic
Circle. From here you’ll be transferred to
Harriniva Hotel, a cosy wilderness lodge
with lakeside cabins tucked away on the
Finnish border. 

Days 2-3 ›› Harriniva Hotel These two
days should provide enough ho-ho-hos
to keep all the family happy. The
wilderness surrounding Harrriniva is a
magical expanse of fir trees, needles
and branches hanging heavy with snow,
a white blanket that muffles sound and
creates an ambience unique to the Arctic.
You can pierce this atmosphere with the
yelps of huskies on a dogsled safari, or the 
more penetrative roar of a snowmobile, 
while quieter activities involve riding some 

of Santa’s reindeer and baking some 
special Christmas cookies. 

On one evening you’ll make your way 
on a sled through the forest to visit Santa 
Claus in his log cabin. Here, an elf will 
greet you and lead you to meet Santa, 
who will hear all your Christmas requests 
and maybe even hand out a few early 
presents to well-behaved guests. If you’re 
especially good you’ll be rewarded with 
a glimpse of the Northern Lights as you 
return to the hotel. 

Day 4 ›› Harriniva Hotel Say a fond
farewell to Santa, Rudolph and the elves 
as you head for home. 

4 days Harriniva Hotel

HARRINIVA 
SANTA BREAK09

›› PRICES FROM: £1,240 pp (children 
from £940 pp) incl. flights, transfers, 3 
nights Harrinniva Hotel FB, winter clothing 
and selected activities. Operates 17 Nov 
to 20 Dec.

020 7590 0702
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AURORA SKY STATION, ABISKO
Situated at an altitude of 900
metres on Mount Nuolja, far from
the distractions of artificial light and 
sound, the celebrated Aurora Sky 
Station is one of the world’s best 
places to experience the Northern 
Lights. Travel to the station by
chairlift and spend an evening in the 
company of an Aurora Borealis expert 
as you gaze up at the starlit sky.

›› PRICES FROM: £125 pp incl. 
transfers, chairlift & Northern Lights 
host. Duration 4.5 hrs. Operates 17 
Nov to 25 Mar. Add dinner at the 
Sky Station for an inclusive price of 
£245 pp.

Fly to Sweden’s far north, enjoy a range 
of excursions in the mountains around 
Björkliden, visit the country’s northernmost 
ski lodge and spend a sparkling night in 
the extraordinary ICEHOTEL on this
five day holiday.

HIGH ABOVE BJÖRKLIDEN, 
LÅKTATJÅKKO MOUNTAIN 
LODGE OFFERS FANTASTIC 

OPPORTUNITIES TO VIEW THE 
NORTHERN LIGHTS.

BJÖRKLIDEN & 
LÅKTATJÅKKO10

5-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
3 days Björkliden ›› 2 days ICEHOTEL 

ITINERARIES ›› BJÖRKLIDEN & LÅKTATJÅKKO

Day 1 ›› Björkliden Fly to Kiruna via 
Stockholm and take the train to Björkliden, 
a remote Swedish outpost far north of
the Arctic Circle. Stay overnight at the 
4-star Hotel Fjallet, located at the heart of 
Björkliden resort.

Day 2-3 ›› Björkliden Spend the
next two days enjoying the wintertime 
activities available in Björkliden, including 
snowmobile and husky safaris and 
downhill and cross-country skiing. Take 
time to visit nearby Abisko National Park, 
the sunniest and driest place in Sweden, 
which records just 300mm of rain each 
year; as such, it’s one of the best places 
in Europe to see the Northern Lights (see 
info box). You may want to substitute one 
of your nights with an overnight stay at 
the remote Låktatjåkko Mountain Station – 
Sweden’s highest ski lodge, situated 250 
kilometres north of the Arctic Circle. 

Day 4 ›› ICEHOTEL After breakfast, return 
to Kiruna by train and transfer to the 
ICEHOTEL. On arrival you’ll enjoy a

guided tour and learn how this iconic 
hotel is constructed each year. You’ll spend 
the night in an Ice Room (upgrades to a 
Winter Suite available), tucked cosily into 
thermal sleeping bags and lying beneath 
thick, luxurious reindeer skins. 

Day 4 ›› Kiruna Wake up to a cup of hot 
lingonberry juice before enjoying a buffet 
breakfast and morning sauna. Transfer to 
Kiruna for your flight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £845 pp incl. flights,
transfers, return train between Kiruna and 
Björkliden, 3 nights Hotel Fjallet BB, 
1 night ICEHOTEL BB. Selected departures 
13 Dec to mid-Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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BJÖRKLIDEN

The area surrounding Björkliden almost pulsates with plant and animal life. Abisko 
National Park, founded over a century ago, has since welcomed thousands of visitors 
and is home to a team of scientists studying the area’s special alpine and subalpine 

ecosystems. It’s therefore the perfect place to experience the isolation and natural beauty 
of Swedish Lapland and these excursions offer a closer look at life in the far north.

NIGHTLY AURORA PHOTO TOURS
Hone your photography skills as you join a professional snapper 
from Lights Over Lapland who’ll teach you the skills required 
to capture the aurora’s dancing lights in the remote wilderness 
of the Abisko National Park. With clear skies and almost no 
light pollution, it’s among the best places in Swedish Lapland to 
photograph the Northern Lights. During the tour you’ll visit one 
of several specially chosen locations, including the Lights Over 
Lapland teepee, Abisko’s renowned Sami camp and the beautiful 
Abisko River Delta. No previous photography experience is 
required and the use of a high quality digital camera, tripod and 
lens is included in the price.

›› PRICES FROM: £160 pp incl. transfers, camera equipment, hot 
drinks and guide. Duration: 4.5 hrs. Operates 1 Dec to 26 Mar.

DOG-SLEDDING EXPERIENCE
Travel the trails around Björkliden and Abisko National Park, 
pulled by a team of Alaskan huskies. This exhilarating excursion 
takes you to the heart of this Arctic region’s impressive mountain 
landscape. You’ll cross frozen lakes, make your way through 
frosted glades and learn about the area’s special ecosystem.

›› PRICES FROM: £160 pp. Duration: 2 hrs. 16 Dec to 7 May.

EXCURSIONS ›› BJÖRKLIDEN

SNOWMOBILE EXPERIENCE BJÖRKLIDEN
Go further still and discover the secret corners of this special polar 
region on this exciting snowmobile excursion. You’ll start with a 
quick lesson before speeding off into the wintry wilderness, led by 
a local tour guide.

›› PRICES FROM: £85 pp (2 sharing 1 snowmobile).  
Duration: 1.5 hrs. 1 Dec to 2 Feb.
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7-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY  Swedish Lapland’s inspiring landscape 
lends itself to thrilling bespoke 
experiences, including nights spent in 
luxury treehouses or reclining upon 
large blocks of ice for beds, as well as 
husky sledding or reindeer tours through 
Scandinavia’s most fascinating national 
parks. During the winter months, this is 
also one of the world’s best places to view 
the Northern Lights. This seven-day tour 
has them all. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,900 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Treehotel HB, train travel, 
2 nights ICEHOTEL BB, 3 nights Hotel 
Fjallet BB, Aurora Sky Station excursion.  
Operates 15 Dec to mid-Apr. Day 1 ›› Luleå/Treehotel Fly to Luleå, a 

pretty coastal city in Swedish Lapland and 
transfer to Treehotel, which is located in 
the forested slopes of Harads near the Lule 
River valley, 100 kilometres northwest of 
Luleå. Each room at this award-winning 

hotel is unique, designed by Scandinavia’s 
leading architects, and draped elegantly 
around the trees of the hotel’s grounds. 
Choose between The Cabin, The UFO, 
The Blue Cone, The Bird’s Nest and The 

1 day Treehotel ›› 2 days ICEHOTEL
›› 3 days Björkliden ›› 1 day Kiruna

ITINERARIES ›› HIGHLIGHTS OF SWEDISH LAPLAND

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
SWEDISH LAPLAND11

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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ITINERARIES ›› HIGHLIGHTS OF SWEDISH LAPLAND

020 7590 0702

Mirror Cube, and, after settling in and 
marvelling at the accommodation, explore 
the equally striking surroundings and later 
enjoy a typical Swedish dinner at the hotel 
restaurant. Keep your eyes on the sky in 
case the Northern Lights decide to take a 
turn. 

Days 2–3 ›› ICEHOTEL After breakfast 
you’ll travel from one iconic hotel to 
another, taking the train across the Arctic 
Circle to Kiruna and transferring to the 
world-famous ICEHOTEL. You’ll spend your 
first night staying in a Ice Room (speak 
with us about upgrading to a Winter 
Suite), wrapped in a thermal sleeping bag 
beneath a tactile cover of reindeer skin 
rugs. The hotel, which is built from scratch 

each year, is a sightseeing spectacle 
itself, so take a tour, sip an ice-cold drink 
at the ICEBAR on site or join one of many 
activities on offer, including a wilderness 
dinner and ice sculpture classes. You’ll 
spend your second night in one of the 
ICEHOTEL’s ‘warm’ rooms, which offer 
conventional cosy beds.  

Days 4–6 ›› Björkliden Once again board 
the train and head north, this time to the 
town of Björkliden which is regarded as 
one of the best places in Scandinavia to 
see the Northern Lights. Check into Hotel 
Fjallet, a 4-star mountainside ski hotel, 
where you’ll spend the next three nights. 
During your stay here you’ll have time to 
explore the great Arctic surrounds, with 

husky sledding and snowmobile safaris 
on offer, as well as excellent downhill runs 
and cross-country skiing routes. You’ll also 
have the chance to visit the Aurora Sky 
Station in Abisko National Park, a high 
altitude base perfectly located for viewing 
the Northern Lights. 

Day 7 ›› Kiruna After breakfast, transfer to 
Kiruna Airport for your flight home. 
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FOOD IN SWEDISH LAPLAND
The inhabitants of Swedish Lapland 
are blessed with acres of bountiful 
forest and richly-stocked lakes which 
provide a treasure trove of fresh and 
flavourful ingredients. Game, in the 
form of elk, reindeer and grouse is a 
delicious menu mainstay, while char, 
grayling and salmon are served as 
fresh as fish can be. Delicious berries, 
herbs and tubers add piquancy and 
interest to the high quality meat and 
seafood. Such fine flavours are rightly 
cooked simply in Swedish Lapland 
– the smokiness of an open fire has 
infused itself into the Scandinavian 
palette since early Sami times.

Head for a long weekend at Camp 
Ripan, a family-friendly resort in Kiruna, 
Sweden’s northernmost town. Three nights 
here is ample time to slake your thirst
for the Arctic outdoors, encompassing 
everything that you might associate
with a winter break – Northern Lights, 
dogsledding, snowshoeing and relaxing 
amidst the snow in the Aurora Spa’s 
outdoor hot tub. You can also visit the 
famous ICEHOTEL at nearby Jukkasjärvi.

CAMP RIPAN 
WINTER WEEKEND12

4-DAY WEEKEND BREAK
4 days Camp Ripan

ITINERARIES ›› CAMP RIPAN WINTER WEEKEND

Day 1 ›› Camp Ripan Today is set aside 
for travel, as reaching Camp Ripan 
requires a flight first to Stockholm, then 
on to Kiruna, before a short transfer to 
your cabin. Settle in for the evening and 
acclimatise to the sub-zero temperatures 
while watching a presentation on the 
Northern Lights. 

Day 2-3 ›› Camp Ripan Your full days
at the camp begin with a hearty breakfast 
followed by your choice of activity. Lying
in the foothills of dramatic mountain
ranges, the more moderate gradients of
the camp’s surrounds make for superb 
Nordic skiing country, which is trained on 
by professionals. Alpine skiers will find 
a sheer slope at nearby Luossavaara, 
while snowshoes are available if you 
wish to hike the forests at a more sedate 
pace. Aside from skiing, you have the 
chance to saddle up an Icelandic horse, 
a stocky breed well adapted to the harsh 
environment, and head out for a ride in 
the snow. You might even spot the majestic 

moose foraging in its natural habitat. 
A dogsled adventure is included during 
your time at Camp Ripan. The Camp 
Ripan tour includes a break in a Sami 
lavvu where you’ll be served with local 
treats before heading off again, drawn by 
eagerly howling huskies. On return to the 
camp, be sure to visit the Aurora Spa, a 
beautiful retreat with a sauna and a range 
of natural Arctic medicinal treatments. You 
can also choose between the pleasures of 
the outdoor hot tub or the heated indoor 
pool – though the tub is by far the better 
place from which to scan the skies. 

Day 4 ›› Camp Ripan Prepare for your 
journey home after breakfast. 

›› PRICES FROM: £955 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights hotel cabin accom-
modation HB, dogsled tour, entrance to 
Aurora Spa, Northern Lights presentation. 
Operates early Dec to mid-Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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EXCURSIONS ›› CAMP RIPAN

020 7590 0702

CAMP RIPAN EXCURSIONS

The region surrounding Kiruna had been inhabited for over 6,000 years by the local Sami 
people before the Swedes established the town as an iron-mining centre in 1900. This rich 
tradition lends a timeless feel to the landscape, which you can learn to photograph like an 
expert on a wildlife tour. The aurora is of course a highlight for any holiday album, while 
more active travellers can get stuck in with a day’s dogsledding or cross-country skiing.

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING FOR BEGINNERS
Nordic skiing has been man’s favourite way of propelling himself 
across snow for thousands of years. Head for a lesson in the 
basics, learning about the different equipment and skills used 
compared to the alpine variety.

›› PRICES FROM: £60 pp incl. ski instructor & equipment hire. 
Duration: 2 hrs. Tues, Thurs, Sat, Dec to Apr.

AURORA BOREALIS THROUGH YOUR CAMERA
As anyone who has ever tried to take a picture in fading light will 
know, getting the exposure right can be a nightmare. You don’t 
want your pictures of the aurora spoiled by blurs and flashes, so 
here is your chance to learn from the experts.

›› PRICES FROM: £145 pp incl. hot drinks, guide, warm clothes, 
lamp & tripod. Duration 3–4 hrs. Sep to Apr.

FOREST TOUR BY DOG SLED
Look out for reindeer and moose as you carve your way along 
snow-laden forest trails from Camp Ripan to the Torne Rive on this 
guided husky adventure. You’ll stop along the way to enjoy freshly 
brewed coffee in a Sami lavvu hidden among the trees.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp incl. warm clothes, hot drinks and a 
snack. Duration 3 hrs. Daily 10 Dec to 26 Mar (excl. 25 Dec).

WILDLIFE TOUR WITH CAMERA
It’s so frustrating to take a perfectly composed photo and notice 
that the image could be sharper or a subtle movement has caused 
a blur. On this wildlife tour you’ll have a state-of-the-art camera 
with you to ensure the best snaps.

›› PRICES FROM: £160 pp incl. hot drinks, warm clothes, camera, 
lens & tripod hire. Duration 4.5 hrs. Daily 15 Dec to 30 Apr.
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR

Experience the thrill of ice skating on 
Finland’s Lake Saimaa. Skate rental and 
tuition are included in the price, and 
once you’re up and running you’ll have 
unfettered access to the endless frozen 
waterways of Finnish Lakeland, including 
the country’s longest ice trail. 

Day 1 ›› Kuopio Fly via Helsinki to Kuopio 
and transfer to the Hotel & Spa Resort 
Järvisydän on the shores of Lake Saimaa. 
Aside from its brand new spa, homely 
rooms and vast wine cellar, it’s the aptly 
named Sauna World that really grabs the 
headlines. And, despite accommodating 
up to 70 bathers at once across its two 
Finnish wood stove saunas, smoke sauna, 
steam sauna and outdoor hot tub, you’ll 
find plenty of space to relax and embrace 
the great customs and traditions of this 
age-old Finnish pastime. This evening, 
perhaps dine at the nearby Tepee 
Restaurant Savon Loitsu where delicious 
local dishes are served next to a roaring 
fire. It’s a popular spot so you’ll need to 
book well in advance.  

Day 2 ›› Lake Saimaa This morning you’ll 
have your first taste of life on the ice as 
you meet your guide for an hour-long 

skating lesson. Once you’re finished you’re 
free to strike out on your own, perhaps 
tackling Finland’s longest ice trail which, 
at around 40 kilometres, runs from the 
hotel to Oravi Village and through the 
Linnansaari National Park. Spend the 
afternoon at the hotel, or exploring further 
on an optional tour; snowmobiling, ice 
fishing and sled rides are all available. 

Day 3 ›› Lake Saimaa After a hearty 
breakfast you’ll set off on your guided 
ice skating tour. As you hurtle (hopefully) 
past striking Lakeland scenery, you’ll learn 
new techniques that really make the most 
of your time on the ice. A light lunch is 
included along the way before returning 
to your hotel’s spa and the aforementioned 
delights of Sauna World.   

Day 4 ›› Kuopio Transfer back to Kuopio 
and fly home, again via Helsinki. 

4 days Lake Saimaa

ICE SKATING HOLIDAY 
ON LAKE SAIMAA13

›› PRICES FROM: £775 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights at Hotel and Spa Resort 
Järvisydän BB, skate equipment, 1 hour 
skating lesson with local guide, 3-4 hour 
guided skate tour with lunch. Operates  
mid-Jan to late Mar. 

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR 

This unique tour to Lake Inari in Finnish 
Lapland takes you right into the heart 
of the aurora zone to spend two nights 
at the family-run Hotel Kultahovi and a 
further night in a mobile cabin, staying 
on the frozen lake itself. Taking your own 
personal sauna and hot tub onto the lake 
is optional, but highly recommended.

Day 1 ›› Inari Village Fly to Ivalo via 
Helsinki and transfer to Hotel Kultahovi, 
located alongside River Juutua in Inari 
village. Each room has its own sauna – 
perfect for warming up after days spent 
exploring the frozen Lapland wilderness. 
Rooms here are clean, cosy and 
exceptionally comfortable, and your hosts, 
Kaisu and Heikki, will go out of their way 
to make you feel at home. A traditional 
Lappish dinner at the hotel’s restaurant, 
Aanaar, is a fitting end to your first day. 

Day 2 ›› Lake Inari With reindeer sleigh 
rides, snowmobiling, ice fishing and husky 
safaris, there’s much to keep you occupied 
before you leave the hotel to head out 
onto the frozen lake. This evening, along 
with your guide, Esko, you’ll tow your 
home for the night – along with affiliated 
sauna and hot tub if you so wish – to a 
secluded spot far from the shoreline. With 

large windows on the front, sides and 
roof, its an ideal base for spotting the 
Northern Lights, while a cosy double bed, 
heating and an on-board toilet ensure 
you’ll have a restful night. For peace of 
mind, there’s a shower, kitchen facilties 
and even WiFi available back at base.  

Day 3 ›› Lake Inari Wake from your 
peaceful slumber to a day packed full 
of possible winter excursions. Options 
include country skiing, kick sledging and 
snowmobiling. Alternatively, the excellent 
Siida Museum provides a fascinating 
insight into Sami culture. In the evening, 
Esko will transfer you back to Hotel 
Kultahovi for a final night of comfort and 
delicious Lappish food.  

Day 4 ›› Ivalo After breakfast, transfer 
back to Ivalo airport in time to catch your 
flight home. 

1 day Inari Village ›› 2 days Lake Inari 
1 day Inari Village 

MOBILE CAMP ON 
LAKE INARI14

›› PRICES FROM: £670 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 2 nights at Hotel Kultahovi BB, 
overnight stay in a Lake Inari mobile cabin 
BB, & winter clothing if needed. Operates 
mid-Dec to mid-Apr.

020 7590 0702
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HOTEL HARRINIVA
Hotel Harriniva offers a cosy and 
endlessly versatile retreat set deep 
inside Finnish Lapland, delivering 
everything the region has to offer. 
Centred on a homely assortment 
of safari-style rooms near the town 
of Muonio, Harriniva also offers 
accommodation ranging from a 
historic reindeer farm at Torassieppi, 
where the Winter Village snow and 
ice hotel springs up from January to 
March, to a selection of beautifully 
located cabins at Hotel Jeris.

A snowy wilderness punctuated with 
pines, Harriniva boasts facilities fit
for every icy fantasy, offering saunas, 
outdoor hot tubs and other spa luxuries 
as well as its very own farm, home to 400 
huskies. A five-day break here, packed 
with adventure and activity, makes for an 
exciting winter escape.

WINTER IN 
HARRINIVA15

5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY
5 days Harriniva

ITINERARIES ›› WINTER IN HARRINIVA

Day 1 ›› Harriniva Head to London or 
Manchester to catch a Helsinki-bound 
flight, for a connecting plane to Kittilä 
deep in Finnish Lapland. From here, 
transfer to Harriniva, your secluded retreat 
on the banks of the Etuväylä, the river that 
separates Sweden and Finland. Check
in and tuck in – a delicious spread of 
Lappish delicacies awaits. 

Day 2 ›› Harriniva Today will be one of 
the highlights of the trip, as you and your 
guide head for the husky farm. Meet your 
very own team of howling hounds, who’ll 
be your chauffeurs for the day. Over the 
next few hours you’ll mush and haw your 
way through snow-laden firs, across frozen 
lakes and up and over smooth hillsides, 
taking in the glorious spectrum of hazy 
winter light as it filters through the cloud of 
steam emanating from your dogs as they 
pant happily. In the afternoon, return to 
Harriniva for a detox in the sauna. 

Day 3 ›› Harriniva There’s plenty more fun 
to be had in the snow, so plan the day 
to suit your wishes. Keen anglers should 
definitely have a go at ice fishing, which 
involves carving a hole in the frozen lake 
surface and waiting for a bite. Skiing, 
snowshoeing and more activities are also 
available. 

Day 4 ›› Harriniva At noon you’ll meet
a snowmobile instructor for an intensive 
course in handling these exciting vehicles. 
Then it’s time to head out on a safari in 
search of fascinating fauna and luscious 
landscapes. After, head back for more 
activities or relaxation. 

Day 5 ›› Harriniva Breakfast and transfer 
to Kitillä for your onward flight. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,220 pp, incl. flights, 
transfers, 4 nights HB, husky safari, snow-
mobile safari (2 people per vehicle), daily 
sauna. Operates 3 Jan to 23 Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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HOTELS ›› MUONIO

020 7590 0702

HOTEL JERIS

STANDARD

The clear waters of Jerisjärvi transform
into a vast icy plain as the annual freeze 
sets in, and this winter playground awaits 
each morning as you step out of your 
timber cabin. Lovingly decorated to create 
a typically Scandinavian ambience,
with the lingering smell of pine and 
woodsmoke, each cabin is as cosy as 
can be, with a fire to curl up beside in the 
evenings. Smaller Jerisranta cabins close 
to the main hotel area sleep two people, 
while larger Jeriskylä cabins are situated 
deeper within the forest. Should you wish 
to take a long safari, there are also a 
number of wilderness cabins that provide 
overnight shelter. Mealtimes at Jeris take 
place at the restaurant overlooking the 
lake, serving up a range of Lappish 
delicacies alongside the pretty view.

TORASSIEPPI

STANDARD

With its origins as a reindeer farm dating 
back to 1847 (making it Finland’s oldest), 
Torassieppi is proudly offline, allowing
you to fully immerse yourself in the 
wintry delights of the region, beginning 
with the fascinating museum in the old 
farmhouse, which displays historic herding 
paraphernalia. Other reindeer excursions 
allow you to learn about the herders’ 
lifestyle and try it out for yourself – you’ll 
even be taught how to throw a Lappish 
lasso. Accommodation consists of a 
selection of classic pine cabins kitted 
out tastefully with Sami rugs and antique 
furniture. New additions include the 
Winter Village with its igloos and ice bar, 
and, more recently, two exclusive Aurora 
Domes for luxury glamping under the 
Northern Lights.
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5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This invigorating itinerary takes you deep 
into the heart of the Finnish wilderness 
and Syöte National Park, a rolling 
expanse of hills and boreal forest that, 
under the white wintry duvet, resembles 
an extraterrestrial field of stalagmites.

Day 1 ›› Iso-Syöte Your holiday starts 
with a flight to Helsinki, where you’ll 
connect with another flight up to Rovaniemi 
before taking the two-hour transfer to Iso-
Syöte Hotel. After checking in to your hotel 
room, spend the rest of your day getting 
accustomed to your new environment. 
For a more traditional experience, ask 
us about an ugrade to one of Iso-Syöte’s 
homely log cabins.  

Day 2 ›› Iso-Syöte You have the 
whole day to enjoy the many exciting 
excursions on offer at Iso-Syöte. These 
range from driving your very own team 
of dogs through the forest to hiking with 
showshoes, keeping an eye out for local 
fauna as you pass. Unusually for this 
part of the world, downhill skiing is also 
available, while in the evening you can 
take a snowmobile out to search for the 
Northern Lights. 

Day 3 ›› Aurora View Suite Today you’ll 
check in to an Aurora View Suite. These 
luxurious two-floor rooms come with their 
own sauna and private Jacuzzi, a balcony 
with tree-top views and a glass roof for 
private displays of the Northern Lights. 

Day 4 ›› Iso-Syöte Checking back into 
your hotel room you’ll have another free 
day to fill with your choice of activities and 
excursions. 

Day 5 ›› Iso-Syöte After breakfast, transfer 
to Rovaniemi for your return flights. 

5 days Iso-Syöte

ISO-SYÖTE SNOW 
ADVENTURE16

›› PRICES FROM: £720 pp, incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights standard hotel room BB, 
1 night Aurora View Suite BB. Operates 1 
Nov to 30 Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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EXCURSIONS ›› ISO-SYÖTE

020 7590 0702

ISO-SYÖTE EXCURSIONS

One of Finland’s most stylish properties, Iso-Syöte Hotel provides an array of Arctic adventures 
and unforgettable experiences to fill the time during your stay. Two excursions revolve around 
domesticated animals, the husky and reindeer, and reflect centuries of tradition in which locals 

relied upon these furry friends for their survival. Other excursions depend on more recent 
transport innovations, from the snarling snowmobile to the kooky kicksled.

NORTHERN LIGHTS BY SNOWMOBILE
This snowmobile safari allows you to take to the region’s fastest 
and most adaptable transport to chase the Northern Lights, 
weaving your way through deep drifts and dense thickets in 
search of the best viewing spots.

›› PRICES FROM: £105 pp (2 on 1 snowmobile) incl. hot drinks 
& warm clothes. Duration: 3 hrs. Tues, Wed. 1 Nov to 30 Apr.

HUSKY FARM VISIT & SAFARI
Huskies in this part of the world live on farms where their handlers 
help train and maintain a successful team. On this excursion, you’ll 
visit one such centre, where you’ll be taught how to drive your 
own pack before heading onto the trail.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp (2 on 1 sled) incl. hot drinks & warm 
clothes. Duration: 3 hrs. Thurs only. 1 Nov to 30 Apr.

ICE FISHING AND SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
In a land rendered barren by the annual freeze, reindeer have 
been a staple resource for thousands of years – and an essential 
form of transport. This safari gives you the chance to try your hand 
at riding a traditional sleigh, and even play at being Santa.

›› PRICES FROM: £100 pp (2 on 1 sleigh) incl. hot drinks. 
Duration: 3.5 hrs. Weds only. 1 Nov to 30 Apr.

KICKSLED GLIDES AND RIDES
Invented in the late-19th century, the kicksled revolutionised 
pedestrian transport in the Arctic. Have a go on this quirky bit of 
kit and glide effortlessly down hills before kicking yourself back  
up again.

›› PRICES FROM: £45 pp incl. hot drinks & warm clothes. 
Duration: 2.5 hrs. Tues only. 1 Nov to 30 Apr.



BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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ICE & SNOW HOTELS

Ever since the first ICEHOTEL opened in Sweden in 
1989, hunkering down on a bed of ice surrounded 
by frozen furniture, art and décor has been a rite 
of passage for the winter traveller. Now, scattered 

throughout Scandinavia’s frozen north – and across 
the Atlantic in Québec City – a collection of five 

other ice and snow hotels are bringing cutting edge 
art, thrilling excursions, the finest regional food and 
a warm wintertime welcome to some of the Northern 

Hemisphere’s most beautiful and remote regions. 

Each year, the original ICEHOTEL pulls out the 
stops to piece together a wildly ambitious and 
impressive hotel from huge blocks harvested from the 
frozen River Torne, styled by an endlessly creative 
team of architects and artists. In its 26 years of 
fleeting existence, the ICEHOTEL has established 
an unparalleled variety of exciting snowbound 
adventures to keep you enthralled. Unsurprisingly, this 
iconic hotel is endlessly popular, so you’ll need to 
book far in advance. 

Across the border in Norway, Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel 
is more intimate, but no less impressive. There’s a 
superb restaurant to enjoy in the evenings, while days 
are filled with husky sledding and snowmobile rides. 

Also in Norway, the SnowHotel at Kirkenes is just 
entering its eleventh successful season. Close to the 
Finnish and Russian borders on the frozen shores of 
the Barents, this is the northernmost snow hotel of 
them all, and features its own resident reindeer.

Then there’s Finland’s impressive SnowCastle in 
coastal Kemi and Lainio Snow Village with its Ice 
Restaurant, Ice Cocktail Bar and subterranean warm 
rooms in the heart of the Finnish fells, some 200 km 
above the Arctic Circle. And, across the Atlantic in 
Eastern Canada, Hôtel de Glace brings the ice hotel 
concept to North America and the snow-laden forests 
on the outskirts of historic Québec City. 

020 7590 0702
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ICE & SNOW HOTELS

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

ICE & SNOW HOTELS

HÔTEL DE GLACE 
QUÉBEC CITY, CANADA (Page 60)

›› Swap Europe for Canada and a stay at 
North America’s only ice hotel.

›› Explore the winding cobblestones of 
nearby UNESCO-listed Québec City. 

›› Celebrate the culinary traditions of Arctic 
Norway at Restaurant Laksestua.

›› Sip on carefully crafted cocktails served 
in glasses made of ice.

SORRISNIVA IGLOO HOTEL 
ALTA, NORWAY (Page 52)

›› Expect intricate sculptures and stunning art 
suites at Sweden’s original ICEHOTEL.

›› Break with seasonal traditions at 
ICEHOTEL 365, open throughout summer.

ICEHOTEL
JUKKASJÄRVI, SWEDEN (Page 54)
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ICE & SNOW HOTELS

020 7590 0702

›› Fish for king crabs, then cook and eat 
your catch – a unique Arctic experience. 

›› After a night on ice, warm your cockles 
in a cosy Gamme Cabin.

KIRKENES SNOWHOTEL
NORWAY (Page 50)

›› Sleep in skillfully sculpted Snow Suites in 
the remote reaches of Finnish Lapland. 

›› Practise your downhill and cross country 
skiing at any number of nearby slopes.

LAINIO SNOW VILLAGE
KITTILÄ, FINLAND (Page 57)

›› Dine in the uncompromising splendour of 
the world’s largest ice restaurant.

›› Throw yourself into the frozen Gulf of 
Bothnia on a thrilling icebreaker cruise.

KEMI SNOWCASTLE
FINLAND (Page 58)



50

KING CRAB SAFARI
Your day begins at the home of a 
local fisherman who’ll explain the 
techniques of fishing for king crabs 
through thick ice. Warm clothing is 
provided as you head out across
the frozen fjord on sleighs pulled
by snowmobiles. Together with the 
fisherman you’ll cut holes in the ice 
and fish for the crabs which, with 
few natural predators, can grow to 
up to six feet wide and weigh up 
to 25 pounds. Your tasty catch will 
be then be cooked and served for 
lunch at the fisherman’s home.

›› PRICES FROM: £175 pp incl. 
warm clothing, lunch and transfers. 
Duration 4 hrs. Operates 21 Dec to 
20 Apr.

The Norwegian frontier town of Kirkenes, 
near the Finnish and Russian borders,
is home to the world’s most northerly
snow hotel. Now in its tenth season, 
the Kirkenes SnowHotel is a firm fixture 
on the adventure travel circuit, with the 
resident ruminants of Gabba Reindeer 
Park, and excellent opportunities for 
Northern Lights viewing just two of the 
natural highlights of your stay.

THIS FOUR-DAY BREAK 
CAN BE EASILY 

COMBINED WITH A STAY 
IN NORWAY’S ARCTIC 

CAPITAL, TROMSØ, AND 
A COASTAL CRUISE WITH 
HURTIGRUTEN, STOPPING 

AT NORTH CAPE EN 
ROUTE TO KIRKENES.

CLASSIC KIRKENES 
SNOWHOTEL BREAK17

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY
4 days Kirkenes Snow Hotel

ITINERARIES ›› CLASSIC KIRKENES SNOWHOTEL BREAK

Day 1 ›› SnowHotel Fly in to Kirkenes
via Oslo and transfer to the SnowHotel.
A welcome drink at the Ice Bar and tour 
of the hotel are followed by a sumptuous 
three-course dinner by the open fire, 
before you retire for an unforgettable night 
– snug within thermal clothing and sleep-
ing bag – in one of the freshly sculpted 
boutique ice suites, surrounded by stunning 
frozen furniture and art. 

Day 2-3 ›› SnowHotel For the next two 
nights transfer to a cosy Gamme Cabin, 
designed by Swiss architects in the style of 
traditional Sami hunting and fishing huts, 
but with tall one-way glass windows from 
which to gaze out onto the night sky. A 
night-time Northern Lights by Snowmobile 
tour is included, and your days can be 
filled with a fabulous choice of optional 
excursions. 

Day 4 ›› Kirkenes After a satisfying break-
fast, check out and transfer to the airport 
for your return flight. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,475 pp incl. 
flights, transfers, 1 night Snow Room HB, 
Northern Lights by Snowmobile excursion, 
tour of Snowhotel and morning sauna, 2 
nights in Gamme Cabins HB. Operates 
20 Dec to 20 Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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KIRKENES EXCURSIONS

Deep within the Arctic Circle, winter activities are wild and varied. From the SnowHotel 
you can safari by snowmobile or husky-drawn sled, meet the locals at a Sami camp or 
learn ancient techniques of fishing through thick ice. Winter darkness descends from 

late November to late January at this northernmost point of Europe, while the plentiful 
Russian signage is a reminder you’ve also ventured far, far east.

HUSKY SAFARI
Handle your own husky team as you head through the Arctic 
wilderness on an exhilarating adventure over a snow covered 
frozen lake. The well-trained and friendly dogs take you on an 
invigorating ride through spectacular scenery. Warm clothing
is provided to keep chills at bay, and you’ll feel like top dog
as you’re awarded your husky driving licence at the end of the 
day. If you’re in luck, a magical apparition of the Northern Lights 
as darkness falls will make your day complete. The longer tour 
includes a visit to a Sami encampment, reminiscent of a Native 
American tipi reservation, for a glimpse into the region’s timeless 
culture.

›› PRICES FROM: £140 pp, incl. snacks, transfers & warm 
clothes. Duration 2 hrs. Operates 20 Dec to 20 Apr.

ARCTIC SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
A memorable journey awaits as you learn to handle a 
snowmobile. Two people share each vehicle, with the chance to 
switch drivers at photo stops. Extend to a 4-hour tour to a still more 
remote location including a picnic made from local ingredients.

›› PRICES FROM: £175 pp, incl. snacks, transfers & warm 
clothes. Duration 2 hrs. Operates 20 Dec to 20 Apr.

EXCURSIONS ›› KIRKENES

ICE FISHING WITH EXPERTS
Travel out to a frozen lake on a sledge pulled by snowmobile. 
Your guide will show you how to drill the ice and catch your fish. 
Part of the pleasure of this popular local tradition is the silence that 
surrounds the lake. If you are successful, you eat what you catch!

›› PRICES FROM: £155 pp incl. transfers, snacks, hot drinks & 
warm clothes. Duration: 3 hrs. Operates 20 Dec to 20 Apr.



ITINERARIES ›› SORRISNIVA IGLOO HOTEL & ALTA
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

This action packed Arctic experience 
centres on a one-night stay in the unique 
Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel, combined with 
unparalleled adventures on snow and  
ice, and a nocturnal quest for the 
Northern Lights.

Day 1 ›› Alta Fly to Alta via Oslo,  
and check in to the Scandic Hotel.

Day 2 ›› Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel After 
breakfast at the Scandic, the morning is 
free to take a look around Alta, Finnmark’s 
largest town (with a population of just 
under 20,000). Don’t miss the Alta 
Museum, where you can learn about
the rock carvings at Norway’s only 
prehistoric World Heritage Site. In the 
afternoon, transfer to Sorrisniva Igloo 
Hotel, where you can splash out on a 
sumptuous feast at Restaurant Laksestua. 
Freshly prepared local delicacies include 
grouse breast with cream cheese, herbs 
and cloudberry sauce, smoked reindeer 
with sour apple salad, and fish dishes 
such as salmon baked in ham and 
hazelnut-coated Arctic char. With an 
indoor temperature of -4 to -7 degrees, 
you’ll appreciate snuggling up in a 

thermal sleeping bag and reindeer skins 
as you spend the night under (and on) 
dramatically sculpted ice. 

Day 3 ›› Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel  After a 
warming sauna and breakfast, optional 
excursions include husky sledding or a 
snowmobile safari (opposite), before you 
transfer back to the Scandic for a night 
drive deep into the Finnmark countryside to 
a viewing point and a chance to glimpse 
the aurora borealis. 

Day 4 ›› Alta Breakfast and transfer to 
Alta airport for return flights via Oslo. 

1 day Alta ›› 2 day Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel 
›› 1 day Alta

SORRISNIVA IGLOO 
HOTEL & ALTA18

›› PRICES FROM: £925 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 2 nights Scandic Hotel Alta BB, 
1 night Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel BB, morning 
sauna and Northern Lights hunt. Operates 
Jan to Mar.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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SORRISNIVA EXCURSIONS

Aside from the chance to admire the breathtaking architecture, art and design that goes 
up each winter at Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel, the wilderness region of Finnmark (also known as 
Norwegian Lapland) offers a fabulous choice of excursions for exploring the frozen natural 
world beyond. Opt for antler power on a reindeer sledding tour under the Northern Lights, 

or rev your engine on a snowmobile jaunt across the Finnmarksvidda plateau.

REINDEER SLEDDING & 
NORTHERN LIGHTS
Climb aboard a Sami reindeer sled and 
head out across the frozen wilderness 
in search of the Northern Lights. It’s an 
exciting yet serene experience, only 
enhanced by the quiet of the night, as 
you glide your merry way to a lavvo 
for hot coffee, snacks, a traditonal joik 
performance and stories of the aurora told 
around a roaring fire.  

›› PRICES FROM: £175 pp (£90 per 
child) incl. coffee and a snack, thermo 
suit, winter boots, warm hat and gloves. 
Duration 2.5 hrs. Operates Dec to Apr.

SNOWMOBILE SAFARI  
(DAY OR EVENING)
Drive your very own snowmobile through 
snow-covered forests to the Finnmarksvidda 
plateau, a wide, snowy plain where you 
can enjoy spectacular views along with 
the sheer fun and excitement that comes 
with driving a snowmobile. Following a 
former trade road to Karasjok, this is one 
of the last true wilderness areas in Europe. 
Temperatures are often well below zero, 
but winter thermals are provided.

›› PRICES FROM: £175 pp incl. warm 
clothing & instruction from an expert guide. 
Duration 2 hrs. Operates Jan to Mar.

EXCURSIONS ››  SORRISNIVA



54

HOTELS ›› ICEHOTEL

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

ICEHOTEL has been a wild success story 
since it was first created in 1989. With 
each reincarnation, blocks of snow and 
ice are harvested from the River Torne at 
Jukkasjärvi in the far north of Sweden, 
and crafted by architects, sculptors and 
ice experts into rooms, suites, hallways, 
galleries, a bar and even a small church. 
Artworks and sculptures throughout the ho-

tel are thrown into stunning iridescence by 
judicious lighting, lending further sparkle to 
proceedings.

Accommodation ranges from simple but 
spacious Ice Rooms featuring a raised ice 
bed covered in thermal sleeping bags and 
reindeer skins, to themed Winter Suites 
and Deluxe Art Suites.

For obvious reasons, running water and 
heating are kept to a minimum around the 
rest of the hotel, but you can always warm 
yourself at the adjacent 24-hour sauna 
and relaxation area with its roaring fire.
The ICEBAR too, takes on a new guise 
each winter, with bespoke cocktails 

inspired by the latest hotel themes and
décor. It’s a lovely place to chill out,
with all drinks served in glasses made of 
ice. There’s also fun to be had in testing 
out your slipperiest moves on the snowy 
dance floor. The hotel restaurant is in a 
heated building next door, and serves up 
its own inventive takes on local delicacies 
such as reindeer, moose, Arctic char, sea 
buckthorn, Lapland flatbread and berries.
As you check out or move to a more 
conventionally cosy room for an additional 
night or two, you are presented with a 
diploma stating the temperature inside and 
outside the hotel on the night of your stay.  

ICEHOTEL

SUPERIOR

The original of its kind, the ICEHOTEL, 
200 km within the Arctic Circle, is lovingly 
and painstakingly constructed each winter 
using ice and snow from one of Europe’s 
wildest and purest rivers. Designers and 
artists from all creative disciplines join 
forces to create an imaginative, icy and 
extremely unusual experience. And, with 
the construction of ICEHOTEL 365 – due 
to open in November 2016 – this Arctic 
icon will once again lead the way in 
becoming a year-round destination for 
the very first time.



ITINERARIES ›› CLASSIC ICEHOTEL BREAK
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

A classic short break combining a one- 
night stay in a freshly built ICEHOTEL 
Snow Room and two nights’ warm 
accommodation with a choice of Lapland 
adventure activities including reindeer en-
counters, dog sled rides and a Northern 
Lights hunt by snowmobile.

Day 1 ›› ICEHOTEL Fly to Kiruna via 
Stockholm and make your way to the 
ICEHOTEL (upgrade your transfer to a 
husky sled ride for a fittingly wintry arrival). 
On arrival you are handed thermal 
clothing and shown around the hotel. 
Grab a cocktail at the ICEBAR and a slap- 
up meal at the hotel restaurant, keeping 
an occasional eye on the sky for Northern 
Lights apparitions before settling into your 
Arctic sleeping bag for a snug night in 
your private ice cave.

Days 2-3 ›› ICEHOTEL After a wake-up 
cup of hot lingonberry juice, a morning 
sauna will chase away any lingering 
icicles, before a hearty breakfast to
set yourself up for two days of outdoor 
adventures. You can choose dogsledding, 
encounters with reindeer and other wild 
animals of the region, a wilderness dinner, 
Northern Lights snowmobiling

(see overleaf) – or ask our specialists 
about a snap course in ice sculpture using 
traditional tools, a night-time Northern 
Lights horseback ride, or a leisurely day of 
Nordic skiing in the spectacular Poikkijarvi 
woods. For these two nights, you’ll
toast in the comforts of a bright and airy 
modern-Scandinavian chalet. 

Day 4 ›› ICEHOTEL After breakfast, 
transfer to Kiruna for your return flights  
via Stockholm. 

4 days ICEHOTEL

CLASSIC 
ICEHOTEL BREAK19

›› PRICES FROM: £900 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Ice Room BB, 2 nights 
Arctic Chalet BB, thermal clothing & 
morning sauna. Operates 16 Dec to  
10 Apr.

020 7590 0702
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EXCURSIONS ›› ICEHOTEL

ICEHOTEL EXCURSIONS

From its remote location in deepest Swedish Lapland, the ICEHOTEL provides an 
astounding range of Arctic wilderness adventures guaranteed to keep your circulation 

flowing. Here are some of our favourite day and night excursions. Ask one of
our Scandinavia specialists about other fun tours and expeditions in spectacular 

landscapes that will stay with you for a lifetime.

WILDERNESS DINNER
Transfer to a forest wilderness camp at the water’s edge for a 
warming pre-dinner drink in a tipi-style Sami tent and an informal 
talk about the Northern Lights and wild animals of the region. A 
three-course dinner of local dishes with thoughtfully paired drinks is 
served around a fire in the rustic cabin.

›› PRICES FROM: £240 pp, 4 hrs. Operates 16 Dec to late Mar.

WINTER WONDERLAND DOG SLED TOUR
A team of huskies pulls you across the pristine landscape around 
Jukkasjärvi, taking you close to nature like never before. Settle into 
a seat in the sled and enjoy the enthusiasm of the dogs yapping 
and howling in expectation, followed by silence all around as you 
journey deep into the snowy surrounds.

›› PRICES FROM: £160 pp,1.5 hrs. Operates 16 Dec to 10 Apr.

RÁIDU – ENCOUNTER WITH REINDEER
An expert Sami guide invites you to a reindeer camp to meet 
these wonderful animals. Enjoy a reindeer sled ride around a track 
before hand-feeding the calves. A cup of steaming coffee and the 
Sami signature dish of souvas, dry-salted and smoked reindeer 
meat, are prepared over open flames.

›› PRICES FROM: £255 pp, 3 hrs. Daily from 16 Dec to 10 Apr.

NORTHERN LIGHTS SNOWMOBILING
On this snowmobile excursion in search of the magical aurora 
borealis, experts from the Swedish Institute of Space Physics 
explain the facts and myths surrounding the celestial phenomenon. 
A rustic supper is served at a wilderness camp, and there are 
plentiful photo opportunities right through the evening.

›› PRICES FROM: £185 pp, 4 hrs. Operates 16 Dec to 10 Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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SNOWMOBILE & REINDEER
Follow the snowmobile track 
through the powdery drifts to a local 
reindeer farm where the owner 
presents a select group of reindeer 
trained for sleigh pulling and 
reindeer races. Reindeer herders 
demonstrate how to drive a reindeer 
sleigh, and then you take the reins 
for a bracing one kilometre ride.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp 
incl. warm clothing, hot drinks & 
transfers. Duration 2.5 hrs. Operates 
Mon, Wed & Fri from Dec to Apr.

Spend a night in an igloo-style room 
at Lainio Snow Village followed by two 
action packed days of winter sports and 
activities from your base at Levi Panorama, 
a unique hillside hotel with views across 
the hills and plains of Finnish Lapland.

LAINIO SNOW 
VILLAGE & LEVI20

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE ITINERARY
1 day Lainio Snow Village ›› 3 days Levi

ITINERARIES ›› LAINIO SNOW VILLAGE & LEVI

Day 1 ›› Lainio Snow Village Fly to Kittilä 
and transfer to Lainio Snow Village, a 
magical world in the western corner of 
Finnish Lapland that changes shape,
size and design each winter. The rooms 
and suites of the Lainio Snow Village are 
complemented by a warm subterranean

area with bathroom facilities, a large 
fireplace, an Ice Restaurant, Ice Cocktail 
Bar, chapel, and striking frozen art. Enjoy 
a welcome drink and a Village tour before 
a three-course meal of Lappish delicacies 
in the spectacular Ice Restaurant. At 
bedtime, snuggle into a warm sleeping 
bag in an igloo-shaped room. 

Day 2 ›› Levi Wake up to hot berry
juice, a buffet breakfast at the cosy Log 
Restaurant, and transfer to Levi, 170km 
above the Arctic Circle, and the largest ski

›› PRICES FROM: £740 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Lainio Snow Village HB 
and 2 nights Levi Panorama BB. Operates 
13 Dec to 09 Apr.

020 7590 0702

resort in Finland. The alpine--style Hotel 
Levi Panorama, centrally located within 
the resort, is well- known for its sweeping 
Lapland views and close proximity to the 
slopes. 

Day 3 ›› Levi Fill your day with a choice 
of optional excursions, perhaps combining 
morning cross-country skiing with a Husky 
Safari or Snowmobiles & Reindeer Tour 
(above), or an evening snowmobile quest 
for the Northern Lights through snow- 
covered forests and over frozen lakes. 

Day 4 ›› Levi Enjoy breakfast and transfer 
to Kittilä for your return flights. 

HUSKY SAFARI
Kitted out in suitable Arctic attire, depart by bus to a 
husky camp to meet the dogs, then venture into the 
Lappish wilderness for a 10 km safari with your eager 
companions. After the ride, relax with a hot berry juice 
while you are regaled with stories about the husky 
pack and the role of the dogs through history.

›› PRICES FROM: £150 pp. Duration 3 hrs. 
Operates Tues, Wed, Thur & Fri from Dec to Apr.
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4-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY Make the most of winter in Finnish 
Lapland with this thrilling four-day break, 
packed with unique and adventurous 
activities. Throughout your stay you’ll 
try your hand at snowmobiling and 
snowshoeing, swim in the icy waters of 
the Gulf of Bothnia from the bows of an 
icebreaker and spend a magical night in 
a castle made of snow.›› PRICES FROM: £1,670 pp incl.  

flights, transfers, 2 nights hotel in Kemi, 
1 night at SnowCastle or Olokolo, Sampo 
Icebreaker cruise, selected touring & meals 
as indicated. Operates Wed–Sat 23 Jan 
to 9 Apr 2017.

Day 1 ›› Kemi Following a flight and a 
transfer your first day is free to explore the 
village of Kemi at your own pace before 
settling down to dinner at your chosen 
hotel. Then, in the evening, you’ll have the 
opportunity to get your adventure under 
way with an optional snowmobile or 
snowshoe excursion.   

Day 2 ›› The Icebreaker Sampo After 
breakfast, you’ll transfer by snowmobile 
across the frozen Gulf of Bothnia for the 
start of your Icebreaker Sampo cruise. 
Once on board, you’ll tour the ship’s 
bridge and engine rooms before heading 
out across the ice. If you’re feeling 
adventurous, this is the chance to take a 
dip in the sea; survival suits are included, 
but it’s still a bracing experience. As you 
return to the relative warmth of dry land, 
you’ll continue by snowmobile to a Lappish 
tipi to enjoy refreshments and a reindeer 
sleigh ride. And if all that wasn’t enough, 
this evening there’s the chance to join an 
optional ice fishing trip before returning to 
your hotel for a well earned rest.  

1 day Kemi ›› 1 day The Icebreaker 
Sampo ›› 1 day Kemi SnowCastle
›› 1 day Kemi

ITINERARIES ›› KEMI SNOWCASTLE & ICEBREAKER SAMPO

KEMI SNOWCASTLE 
& ICEBREAKER SAMPO21

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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KEMI SNOWCASTLE
Its pure white walls adorned with 
intricate carvings, Kemi’s impressive 
SnowCastle, which opens between 
the end of January and beginning 
of April, occupies a prime coastal 
location on the frozen Gulf of 
Bothnia, just a short hop (or husky 
sleigh ride) from the Swedish border. 
Grand in its scale, with imaginative 
lighting and an abundance of ice 
sculptures, SnowCastle is without 
doubt one of Scandinavia’s most 
visually impressive snow and ice 
hotels. Inside you’ll find a collection 
of beautifully decorated snow rooms 
complete with ice beds and reindeer 
hides for warmth while throughout 
the main building there are countless 
areas to explore including the 
SnowChapel and, with space for 
200 hungry guests, the world’s 
largest ice restaurant.  

ITINERARIES ›› KEMI SNOWCASTLE & ICEBREAKER SAMPO

Day 3 ›› Kemi SnowCastle Today begins 
with a husky safari through the frozen 
forests of Finnish Lapland. Warm up with 
coffee and snacks around a roaring fire 
as your guide explains the importance 
of these good-natured working dogs to 
life in the frozen north. Enjoy lunch in the 
city before an Olokolo ice safari, where 
pods are pulled by snowmobile across the 
frozen sea. After the tour you’ll head for 
Kemi’s SnowCastle where you’ll spend the 
night. Following a guided tour of the hotel 
and a delicious three-course dinner, you’ll 
test your skills on a kick sledge before 
retiring to a bed carved out of ice and 
covered in lambskin and a cosy thermal 
sleeping bag. Or, if you prefer, spend the 
night in a new Olokolo ‘pod’ (different 

to those mentioned above). With their 
glass roofs and views to the night sky, you 
might even be treated to your own private 
display of the Northern Lights. 

Day 4 ›› Kemi Following a night on the ice 
you’ll no doubt enjoy a hearty breakfast 
served in the SnowCastle Lounge. Then, 
it’s back to the airport for your flight home 
via Helsinki.  

020 7590 0702
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HÔTEL DE GLACE
Much like its cousins in Scandinavia, 
the Hôtel de Glace is a temporary 
affair, disappearing into the river 
system as the sun strengthens in the 
spring. Construction takes place 
each December, as fifty workers 
pack and chisel 30,000 tonnes of 
snow ready for opening in January. 
Elaborate ice sculptures, from 
railings to chandeliers, are carved, 
before lighting and electricity are 
added, guests welcomed and,
three months later, the hotel closes 
its doors. One special building 
constructed annually is the chapel, 
a dream wedding destination 
complete with fur-covered icy pews.

One of the oldest European settlements
in North America, Québec City offers a 
vibrant, charming and classy alternative 
to some of the more well-trodden cities
in Canada. You will be particularly 
enamoured with the city’s winding 
cobbled streets and stone buildings, while 
the impressive Château Frontenac hotel 
dominates the Cap Diamant promontory.

QUÉBEC CITY & 
HÔTEL DE GLACE22

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
1 day Québec City ››  1 day Hôtel de 
Glace ››  2 days Québec City

ITINERARIES ›› QUÉBEC CITY & HÔTEL DE GLACE

Day 1 ›› Québec City On arrival,
transfer to your downtown hotel – Manoir 
Victoria (Superior) or Fairmont Le Château 
Frontenac (Deluxe). After checking in, 
spend the rest of the day exploring the 
city, a centre of Franco-Canadian culture 
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Sit 
outside a cafe in Vieux-Québec and watch 
the modern world pass through a historic 
setting, or climb the Escalier Casse-Cou 
(‘neck-breaking steps’) to the top of Cap 
Diamant for views over the St Lawrence 
River. The surrounding region hosts
myriad attractions and activities, from the 
impressive Montmorency Falls (higher than 
nearby Niagara) to the Basilica of Sainte- 
Anne-de-Beaupré, an important Catholic 
shrine that is said to possess miraculous 
healing powers.

Day 2 ›› Hôtel de Glace A short ride out 
of town brings you to the Hôtel de Glace, 
the only ice hotel in North America. 
Spend time admiring the extraordinary 
craftsmanship and creativity that surrounds 
you, made ever more special by the

temporary nature of its construction. 
Literally everything here is made from
ice, including the glasses that hold your 
evening cocktail, so sadly the incredible 
artistry melts away every spring. However, 
there is no need to worry about getting 
cold – the hotel provides thermal gear
to wear throughout your stay; bathrooms 
are heated and contained in a specially- 
insulated block, and you’ll snooze in a 
high-tog sleeping bag. 

Day 3 ›› Québec City Return to Québec 
City where you can spend the afternoon 
exploring, relaxing or enjoying a spa 
treatment at your luxury hotel.

Day 4 ›› Québec City Check out and 
transfer to the airport for your return flight.

›› PRICES FROM: £1,245–£1,395 pp 
incl. flights, transfers, 2 nights Manoir 
Victoria or Fairmont Le Château Frontenac, 
1 night Hôtel de Glace BB. Operates  
4 Jan to 24 Mar.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK



Hôtel de Glace images by Jean-François Hamelin
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LOG CABINS  
& LODGES

Scandinavia’s sprawling forests, pristine scenery, 
mystical wildlife and noir ambience combine to 
provide the dreamiest of wintry escapes. Better 

still, in this idealised land of ethereal and sparkling 
wilderness, there’s always a log cabin to return to 
after a day of adventures, the cosiest of retreats in 

the snowiest of landscapes.

Just the words ‘lodge’ and ‘cabin’ create a warm 
tingle. Perhaps it is the idea of a comfort zone, the 
knowledge that, though we are deep in nature, 
there is some last human outpost to retreat to,  
somewhere the fire always roars, the wind doesn’t 
blow and the rain doesn’t dampen. 

Such cosy accommodations are de rigeur in 
Scandinavia, and, in contrast to the smorgasbord 
of generic resorts lined with all manner of mod 
cons, the region’s old-fashioned and cosseting 
pine lodges and cabins are the perfect places 
to end a day outdoors. So much depends on 
location, and on season, but ultimately no fjord, 
mountainside or forest visit can be said to be truly 
complete without a stay in a straight from  
a storybook lodge or log cabin.

020 7590 0702
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HOTELS ›› SWEDISH LAPLAND

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

Right on the shores of Lake Vitträsket, deep 
in the wilderness of Swedish Lapland, 
Sörbyn is the ultimate rustic retreat. Step 
out from spacious timber cabins or hotel 
rooms straight into polar adventures, 
including skiing, snowmobiling, ice fishing 
and dogsledding, and return at the end of 
the day to a roaring open fire, soothing 
sauna sessions and freshly caught and 
foraged forest cuisine to finish off the fun.

SÖRBYN LODGE & CABINS

SUPERIOR

Overlooking the icy Gulf of Bothnia 
and the Luleå archipelago, the cabins 
at Brändön form the perfect base 
for exploring a region where islands 
outnumber people by some distance. The 
recently renovated cabins are all sea-
facing, and provide two bedrooms and a 
private bathroom. A large lodge provides 
ultra-comfortable communal spaces, 
including a restaurant and lounge lit up by 
a roaring fireplace; and a soothing sauna 
situated by the water’s edge.

BRÄNDÖN LODGE & CABINS

SUPERIOR

This classic Swedish lodge is located
on the remote Lappish archipelago of 
Luleå, in the heart of the snowy Arctic 
forests through which you can speed 
snowmobiles, mush huskies and indulge
in other polar fun. Just eight rooms, all
en suite, create an intimate atmosphere. 
The lodge is particularly proud of its 
cuisine, featuring local favourites such as 
moose and Arctic char with cloudberries, 
every dish accompanied by a glass or 
two of well-matched wine.

PINE BAY LODGE

SUPERIOR
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HOTEL RANGA
A stay at the 4-star Hotel Ranga 
encapsulates the best that Iceland 
has to offer. Rooms at this luxury 
lodge are appointed in a typically 
Scandinavian minimalist style, using 
plenty of pinewood and furs. Most 
importantly, though, this is one of 
the best places to see the aurora, 
far from any light pollution. What’s 
more, the thermally-heated outdoor 
hot tubs make perfect viewing spots.

Few places are as exciting as Iceland, 
an effervescent expanse of mid-Atlantic 
rock that must be a geography teacher’s 
idea of heaven but is equally compelling 
for wild adventure. This land of ice and 
fire is a medley of spectacular waterfalls, 
thermal baths, natural light shows, 
glorious glaciers and towering mountains, 
all tied together by the slightly bohemian 
and very friendly spirit of the locals.

ROMANTIC ICELAND & 
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS23

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
2 days Hotel Ranga ›› 2 days Reykjavík

ITINERARIES ›› ROMANTIC ICELAND & THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

Day 1 ›› Hotel Ranga Arriving in Keflavík 
airport, a short drive from Iceland’s
capital city, pick up your hire car. But 
before you even reach the Reykjavik, we 
recommend a stop at the Blue Lagoon, 
a natural thermal spa where the cobalt 
waters provide a stark contrast to the 
cool winds whistling above the surface. 
Afterwards, head east along the main 
coastal highway towards the town of 
Hella, and the nearby Hotel Ranga.

Day 2 ›› Hotel Ranga This part of Iceland 
offers a spectacularly scenic drive: on one 
side glacial meltwater tumbles in myriad 
waterfalls over and off the central plateau; 
on the other the black sand beaches
and hexagonal rock formations stud
the shoreline. Take in this extraordinary 
landscape from a helicopter, jeep or, for 
the best perspective, both. The hotel’s 
outdoor hot tubs provide the ultimate 
relaxing viewing point for a chance to 
glimpse the Northern Lights. 

Day 3 ›› Reykjavík Returning to the capital 
city, today is the day to view Iceland’s 
‘Golden Circle’, which comprises the 
historic national park Thingvellir, home
to the first Icelandic parliament, and the 
magnificent Gullfoss, a roaring cascade 
in the Hvitá river. The nearby geysers, 
including the now extinct Geysir (from 
which the English word derives) are 
spectacular, especially Strokkur, which 
erupts violently every few minutes. Return 
to Reykjavík in the evening and enjoy 
the buzz of the nightlife. Many of the 
restaurants are notable. We particularly 
like the tasting menu at Fiskmarkaðurinn, 
possibly the best way to experience the 
impressive variety of seafood Iceland has 
to offer. 

Day 4 ›› Reykjavík Explore the capital’s 
stylish streets in the morning before your 
transfer to the airport.

›› PRICES FROM: £685 pp, incl. flights, 
3 days car hire, return transfer, 2 nights 
Hotel Ranga BB and 1 night Reykjavík BB. 
Operates Oct to Apr.

020 7590 0702
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66

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

Situated miles away from any possible 
source of light pollution, high up in the 
Arctic at just the right latitude, Nellim
is one of the best spots from which to
see the Northern Lights. In between 
skygazing, dogsledding and other Arctic 
adventures, all the traditional delights of 
an old-fashioned log cabin holiday await.

Day 1 ›› Wilderness Hotel Nellim  
Fly first to Helsinki, and connect with a 
flight up into Finnish Lapland and the town 
of Ivalo. You’ll then be transferred to your 
cosy lodge at the Wilderness Hotel, and 
have time to settle in before an evening 
expedition to try and catch the Northern 
Lights. 

Day 2 ›› Wilderness Hotel Nellim Today 
is the day to practise your dogsledding 
skills, as you’ll spend three hours mushing 
across Lake Inari – all frozen over into icy 
splendour. After enjoying the thrills of this 
timeless mode of transport, sampling the 
views and the excitement of controlling the 
pack, head back to the hotel for lunch and 
a relaxing afternoon – activities resume 
with an evening snowshoeing excursion 
and, with luck, another glimpse of the 
Northern Lights. 

Day 3 ›› Wilderness Hotel Nellim Swap 
the dogs for an engine instead – the 
morning’s activities involve a guided 
snowmobile safari, taking you far out into 
the wilderness and showcasing the beauty 
of the winter landscape and its inhabitants. 
You’ll also be able to partake in some ice 
fishing, before returning to the hotel and 
catching a sleigh to another secluded 
camp where you’ll have a fantastic final 
chance to view the aurora. 

Day 4 ›› Ivalo Transfer to the airport for 
your return flights. 

4 days Wilderness Hotel Nellim

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
AT NELLIM24

›› PRICES FROM: £1,260 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights accommodation FB, 
warm clothing and excursions as indicat-
ed. Operates Nov to mid-Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

Muotkan Maja Wilderness Lodge lies 
way out in the depths of Finnish Lapland, 
a rustic hideaway in spectacular snowy 
woodland, with fifteen rooms, two saunas 
and one huge open fireplace to while 
away warm evenings after snowy days 
spent outdoors.

Day 1 ›› Muotkan Maja Wilderness 
Lodge Depart the UK for Helsinki, where 
you’ll connect with your onward flight to 
Ivalo, one of Finland’s northernmost towns. 
From here you are transferred straight to 
Muotkan Maja Wilderness Lodge. 

Day 2 ›› Muotkan Maja Wilderness 
Lodge The first activity begins after 
breakfast, and combines modern 
technology with an ancient tradition. Take 
a snowmobile through the wilderness to
a reindeer farm, where you’ll meet the 
herders and learn a few of their husbandry 
skills, including how to throw a lasso and 
how to ride a sleigh. Upon return to the 
lodge, have dinner and venture out in 
search of the Northern Lights.

Day 3 ›› Muotkan Maja Wilderness 
Lodge Yesterday reindeer, today another
symbolic animal of the north: the husky. 

Your guide will take you to a nearby 
kennel where you’ll meet these intelligent 
dogs, learn how to handle them and then 
jump straight onto the trail. Set off into the 
wilderness, enjoying the thrill of the ride, 
the Arctic scenery and a lunch cooked 
over a fire before returning to the Lodge 
for the evening. 

Day 4 ›› Muotkan Maja Wilderness 
Lodge There’s a whole snowy expanse to 
discover around the lodge, so put on a 
pair of snowshoes and spend the morning 
hiking, swapping them for cross-country 
skis in the afternoon. After a day in the 
snow, warm up in the sauna before dinner. 

Day 5 ›› Muotkan Maja Wilderness 
Lodge Breakfast, and transfer to the airport 
for your return flights. 

5 days Muotkan Maja Wilderness Lodge

MUOTKAN MAJA 
WILDERNESS LODGE25

›› PRICES FROM: £1,495 pp, incl. flights, 
transfers, 4 nights accommodation FB  
and excursions as indicated. Operates 
Nov to mid-Apr.

020 7590 0702
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5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

“Often it’s the hardest places to reach 
that are the most rewarding... but the 
splendid isolation of this remote mountain 
farm is well worth all the effort”. That’s 
what ex-Top Gear thrillseeker Richard 
Hammond had to say about Ongajok 
Mountain Lodge, tucked away in the 
sublime Norwegian Arctic. This five-day 
tour also includes a stay at the Sorrisniva 
Igloo Hotel in nearby Alta.

Day 1 ›› Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel Fly to Alta, 
via Oslo, and transfer to the Sorrisniva 
Igloo Hotel. A stay in your own private 
igloo (average temperature -4 to -7 
degrees) is a wonderful way to begin your 
adventure. In the evening, we recommend 
booking a table at the excellent Restaurant 
Laksestua where smoked reindeer and 
Arctic char are among the specialities.

Day 2 ›› Ongajok Mountain Lodge 
After a warming sauna and breakfast, 
transfer to Ongajok Mountain Lodge. 
Settle in before sitting down to a hearty 
menu featuring local game such as elk, 
hare and grouse, as well as freshly-caught 
ocean fish. Meals at Ongajok are a social 
affair, eaten together with fellow guests. 

Days 3-4 ›› Ongajok Mountain Lodge 
You’ll have two full days at the lodge in 
which to make the most of the surrounding 

environment and the unusual activities
on offer. During your stay we’ve included 
a snowmobile safari (2–3 hrs), a guided 
snowshoe hike (2–3 hrs) and use of 
kicksleds throughout your stay. There’s also 
the opportunity for a daily guided walk in 
search of the Northern Lights.  

Day 5 ›› Ongajok Mountain Resort After 
breakfast, transfer to the airport for your 
return flights. 

1 day Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel ›› 4 days 
Ongajok Mountain Lodge

ONGAJOK MOUNTAIN 
LODGE & SORRISNIVA26

›› PRICES FROM: £1,370 pp, incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Sorrisniva Igloo Hotel BB, 
3 nights Ongajok Mountain Lodge FB & 
selected excursions. Operates Dec to Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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ITINERARIES ›› JOURNEY TO THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

NUSFJORD RORBUER
One of the best-preserved
traditional fishing villages in 
Norway, the picturesque red
cabins of Nusfjord, known as
rorbu, have been converted into
a range of comfortable, quaint 
accommodations. Surrounded
by spectacular coastal mountain 
scenery, your stay here will bring 
you back to a forgotten era when 
the village bustled with fishing boats. 
There are still plenty of angling 
activities to be enjoyed here,
and any number of expeditions can 
be organised.

Many Northern Lights excursions can 
seem all too brief, with just a few days
for adventure and spotting the stunning 
displays. With a bit more time to spare, 
however, it’s easy to turn the search 
for the night show into a spectacular 
adventure by cruising along the many 
fjords, sounds and craggy peninsulas that 
make up Norway’s stunning coastline.

27

7-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY
1 day Trondheim ›› 1 day Norwegian Sea ›› 1 day Lofoten Islands
1 day Norwegian Sea ›› 3 days Tromsø

Day 1 ›› Trondheim Fly to Norway’s third 
city, Trondheim, a pretty fjordside town 
whose origins date back over a thousand 
years to a Viking trading settlement.

Day 2 ›› Trondheim & Norwegian Sea 
The Scandic Nidelven Hotel is famous

for offering the nation’s best breakfast. It’s 
a feast that will set you up for a morning 
exploring the charming town. At midday, 
make sure you are dockside to board 
your Hurtigruten cruise, which will set 
sail through the fjords and out into the 
Norwegian Sea. 

Day 3 ›› Lofoten Islands In keeping with 
naval tradition, crossing the Arctic Circle
is marked with a baptism ceremony. To 
the north lie the Lofoten Islands, a chain 
of sharp peaks stretching out from the 
Norwegian mainland, separated from
one another by narrow sounds and 
sheltered fjords. Navigate through these to 
Stamsund, from where you’ll be transferred 

to Nusfjord, a historic fishing village. 
Tonight you’ll relax in your traditional 
fishing cabin while looking out for the 
dancing Northern Lights. 

Day 4 ›› Norwegian Sea Spend today 
enjoying the scenery before the ship sets 
sail again. 

Day 5-6 ›› Tromsø Travel further north  
still, to Tromsø, where you’ll spend two 
nights. This lovely town will be your 
launchpad for land-based Arctic activities, 
such as husky sledding. 

Day 7 ›› Tromsø Head for Tromsø airport 
to make your way home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,265 pp, incl. flights, 1 night Trondheim BB, 2 nights Hurtigruten 
inside cabin HB, 1 night Nusfjord BB & transfers, 2 nights Tromsø BB. Operates daily  
Oct to Apr.

020 7590 0702

JOURNEY TO THE 
NORTHERN LIGHTS



BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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UNIQUE & UNUSUAL 
ACCOMMODATION

The traditional log cabin stay undeniably offers 
cosy, rustic appeal. Scandinavia is now just as 
well known however, for a collection of uber-

cool and quirky hotels that make a great contrast 
to cabin comforts. These include modernist 

and minimalist structures, eco-friendly retreats, 
abandoned schooners or icy hotels that disappear 
with the spring thaw, all providing the chance to 
stay somewhere that is just as memorable as the 

landscape it is built in.

The exciting accommodation options available 
showcase some of the world’s most innovative, 
thoughtful and exciting hotel designs. 

In Sweden, the Treehotel playfully fuses 
our childhood love of treehouses with an 
environmentally conscious philosophy, its rooms 
suspended like baubles from the firs, each different 
in design, some reflecting the surrounding forest, 
others loudly and proudly futuristic. For a stark 
contrast, sample one of Scandinavia’s ice hotels, 
extraordinary feats of engineering and artistry, 
hewn, carved and sculpted annually from thick 
blocks of ice that return to the rivers as the sun 
strengthens in spring. These frozen palaces 
demonstrate the cyclical nature of the seasons 
and of architecture too, recalling one of the 
earliest Arctic constructions, the igloo.

020 7590 0702
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HOTELS ›› TREEHOTEL

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

Set high in a beautiful pine forest, 60 
kilometres south of the Arctic Circle outside 
the small village of Harads, the Treehotel 
is unlike any other hotel on earth, mixing 
modernist, minimalist design and back-to 
nature values with childhood fantasies of 
sleeping amongst the treetops.

Each individually themed treehouse is 
equipped with underfloor heating, a sink 
and toilet. Showers and meals are taken in 
the hotel’s main house. The Tree Sauna is 
a wonderful addition and makes for
a welcome retreat after a day’s exploring.

Open all year round, winter guests can 
experience majestic displays of the 
Northern Lights, along with horse and 
sleigh excursions, dogsledding and 
downhill or cross-country skiing at the 
nearby resort of Storklinten.

Britta’s restaurant offers a delicious array 
of Swedish home cooking based on fresh, 
wild local produce including Arctic char, 
Caviar of Kalix (the most sought- after 
caviar in Sweden, also known as ‘red 
gold’), salmon, moose, reindeer and even 
Norrland bear.

Your toughest choice is which room to 
pick. The Cabin sits on a platform high 
on the hillside overlooking the Lule River 
valley with commanding views. The 
Mirrorcube is a 4x4x4-metre hideout with 
walls of reflective glass. The Bird’s Nest is 
the ultimate hideaway, camouflaged by a 
complex network of branches.
The Blue Cone sits close to the ground, 
supported by sturdy foundations. The UFO 
is a classic flying saucer cast in durable 
composite material with a silver sheen. The 
Dragonfly is a room built for four with an 
exterior of sheet metal rusting to brown to 
blend further into the forest.

TREEHOTEL, SWEDEN

SUPERIOR

‘Designer’ isn’t just a label for uber-chic 
urban trendsetters. If Treehotel is anything 
to go by, the real epicentre for all things 
trendy and modern is a wild pine forest 
in Sweden’s Arctic Circle, where six 
architects have designed six entirely 
individual rooms in the canopy.



ITINERARIES ›› TREEHOTEL & ICEHOTEL
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5-DAY TAILOR MADE TOUR

Stay at two of Scandinavia’s most iconic 
and celebrated hotels on a memorable 
tour of Swedish Lapland, including a 
scenic train ride from Luleå to Kiruna and 
a fabulous choice of winter escapades 
from the Gulf of Bothnia to deep within 
the Arctic Circle.

Day 1 ›› Luleå Fly to Luleå via Stockholm 
and transfer to the Clarion Sense for a 
one-night stay. Explore Luleå or enjoy an 
evening snowshoe excursion to see the 
Northern Lights.

Day 2 ›› Treehotel After breakfast at the 
hotel, transfer to Treehotel. On arrival, em-
bark on a tour of the hotel to learn about 
its amazing design and construction. 
Optional excursions include dogsledding, 
a horse and sleigh ride, a cultural visit to
a Sami village or an afternoon skiing at 
nearby Storklinten. Your accommodation 
for the night will be in The Cabin, The 
Bird’s Nest, The Blue Cone, The UFO or 
The Mirror Cube. The Dragonfly room is 
available for a supplement. 

Day 3 ›› ICEHOTEL After breakfast, travel 
by train from Luleå to Kiruna and transfer 
to the world-famous ICEHOTEL, your

home for the next two nights. Take a tour 
of the hotel before checking into an Ice 
Room where you’ll spend your first night 
(upgrades to Winter Suites are also 
available). 

Day 4 ›› ICEHOTEL Wake to a warm 
glass of lingonberry juice before enjoying 
a delicious buffet breakfast. A morning 
sauna completes a great start to the day 
before you set off on an optional husky
or snowmobile safari, ice driving tour or 
reindeer encounter. Round off your day 
with a traditional Lappish dinner (not 
included) and optional tour in search of 
the Northern Lights. Your second night at 
ICEHOTEL will be spent in a bright, warm 
and airy Chalet room. 

Day 5 ›› ICEHOTEL After breakfast, check 
out and transfer to the airport for your 
return flight via Stockholm. 

1 day Luleå ›› 1 day Treehotel
›› 3 days ICEHOTEL

TREEHOTEL  
& ICEHOTEL28

›› PRICES FROM: £1,460 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, train, 1 night Clarion Sense BB, 
1 night Treehotel BB, 2 nights ICEHOTEL 
BB, guided tours of Treehotel and 
ICEHOTEL. Operates 12 Dec to mid Apr.

020 7590 0702
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AURORA SAFARI CAMP
Established by photographer
Fredrick Broman, who drew 
inspiration from the camps he has 
worked with in East Africa, Aurora 
Safari Camp is one of a kind in 
Scandinavia. There’s no artificial 
light at all from the camp and 
on clear nights the stargazing is 
thrilling. Five comfortable lavvu 
rooms each have a firewood heater, 
and the open fire outside has a 
magnificent view over the river. The 
forest behind the camp is home to 
moose, red fox, reindeer, roe deer 
and bears (hibernating in winter).

Ramp up your chances of Northern Lights 
viewings on this away-from-it-all break 
far from artificial light pollution in the 
heart of Swedish Lapland, including a 
night under the stars at a traditional-style 
Sami camp, dogsled touring, expert 
photography tuition and fine cuisine.

SÖRBYN LODGE 
& AURORA SAFARI 29

4-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
3 days Sörbyn Lodge ›› 1 day Aurora 
Safari Camp

ITINERARIES ›› SÖRBYN LODGE & AURORA SAFARI CAMP

Day 1 ›› Sörbyn Lodge Fly to Luleå and 
transfer to Sörbyn Lodge and settle in over 
a delicious dinner. 

Day 2 ›› Aurora Safari Camp After
a morning snowmobile tour along
frozen rivers and through snow-laden 
forests, transfer to Aurora Safari Camp, 
established by photographer Fredrick 
Broman, who drew inspiration from the 
camps he has worked with in East Africa. 
Bring your camera for some expert tuition 
from Frederick or one of his colleagues 
(not included). You’ll spend the night
in a traditional lavvu (Sami tent) in a 
comfortable bed and Arctic sleeping bag. 
A traditional sauna is also at hand to keep 
off the chill. 

Day 3 ›› Sörbyn Lodge Enjoy a morning 
husky safari through frozen lakes and forest 
before returning to Sörbyn Lodge
for lunch. In the evening head into the 
forested mountains in 4x4s in search of 
the Northern Lights. Enjoy a mountain-top 
barbecue before returning to the lodge for 
a final night. 

Day 4 ›› Sörbyn Lodge Transfer to  
the airport for your return flight. 

›› PRICES FROM: £2,040 pp incl.  
flights, transfers, 2 nights Sörbyn Lodge 
HB, 1 night Aurora Safari Camp HB, 
snow mobile safari, husky safari and 
northern lights excursion. Operates Dec to 
end Mar.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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EXCURSIONS ›› SWEDISH LAPLAND

020 7590 0702

SWEDISH LAPLAND EXCURSIONS

Sweden’s northernmost province is an extensive wilderness area offering an  
unrivalled array of winter activities. Here are four unmissable optional extras you’re 
sure to want to work into your itinerary. You can also ask our Scandinavia specialists 

about opportunities for skiing, skating, hiking, horse or reindeer sleigh rides and other 
snowbound adventures.

ISDIMMA HUSKY ADVENTURE
Join Richard Karlsson and his pure-bred Siberian huskies for a special 
safari. Richard’s dogs are calm, quiet and closely bonded to their 
human family. Richard only takes two people per sleigh and one or 
two sleighs per tour, so you are guaranteed an intimate experience.

›› PRICES FROM: £225 pp incl. hot drinks and warm clothes. 
Duration 1.5 hrs. Operates mid Dec to end Mar.

SNOWMOBILE SAFARI
The expedition starts with training about safety, and how to handle 
the snowmobiles. Pass through forest landscape ranging from 
moors to thick pine. Along the way you’ll break for coffee and the 
chance to spot moose, reindeer and other wildlife.

›› PRICES FROM: £205 pp incl. hot drinks and warm clothes. 
Duration 3 hrs. Operates mid-Dec end Mar.

VISIT A SAMI FAMILY AT GORGIN
Lars Eriksson will show you the reindeer and recount stories about 
forest Sami life. A typical lunch is served in a wooden teepee 
around the campfire at beautiful Gorgimlake, followed by a short 
hike in the surrounding landscape with Lars.

›› PRICES FROM: £215 pp incl. hot drinks and lunch  
Duration 4 hrs. Operates year round.

MOOSE SAFARI
Guides will meet you at your hotel and you’re equipped with 
warm clothing for a day out in the forests searching for the 
Scandinavian moose by 4x4. A barbecue lunch is included, 
comprising sausages, bread, soft drinks and coffee.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp incl. lunch. Duration 4 hrs. Operates 
Sep to Mar.
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HOTELS ›› ISFJORD RADIO

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

During winter, the hotel can only be 
reached by snowmobile, dogsled or a 
lengthy cross-country ski trail, a fact that 
certainly plays up to the hotel’s ‘ends of 
the earth’ slogan. Northern Lights viewing 
can be magnificent here, and polar bears 
have been known to roam right outside the 
hotel.

Bombed by the Luftwaffe, and 
subsequently destroyed as it was 
evacuated by the workers to prevent the 
communication system falling into enemy 
hands, the station was then rebuilt in 
facsimile directly after World War II. 

The décor throughout is testament to this 
colourful past, with fascinating artifacts 
dotted throughout.

Activities here are strictly for the 
adventurous, with snowmobiling and husky 
safaris topping the bill. There’s also the 
‘Arctic Spa’, although anyone hoping for 
a relaxing massage, pedicure or facial 
is in for a shock as this self-medicated 
treatment involves a quick steam in the 
hotel sauna followed by a dip in the 
frozen ocean; it’s certainly not for the faint 
of heart.  

To warm yourself up, Isfjord Radio’s 
modern kitchen promises a voyage of 
tastes from the Arctic, with wild meats 
caught by local trappers using traditional 
methods. Expect smoked seal, whale, 
halibut with roe butter and reindeer 
cooked in a variety of styles. The chef 
is trained in Italian, Asian and French 
cuisine, so there will be twists aplenty.

ISFJORD RADIO

SUPERIOR

As you approach this 1933 
telecommunications outpost after a long 
snowmobile journey, you’d be forgiven 
for thinking your hotel must be housed 
somewhere else. Cross the threshold, 
however, and luxury awaits – a cosy 
retreat from the wintry environment.
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LEVIN IGLUT
The reason so few other properties 
offer glass roofs is because they 
frequently freeze over in Arctic 
conditions, obscuring the view and 
thus their purpose. Thanks to some 
clever technology, Levin Iglut has 
bypassed this problem by heating 
the glass electrically, meaning
that even on the bitterest of winter 
nights, your vision of the psychedelic 
disco clouds of the aurora will be
as clear as crystal. The experience 
doesn’t end there, of course,
as the remoteness of the resort 
means a twinkling hemisphere of 
constellations drifts gradually by as 
the night recedes into morning.

There are many ways to see the
Northern Lights, and tour companies
and hoteliers across the Arctic have
spent hours devising ever more exciting 
aurora experiences. What a shame it is 
that one of the simplest ideas – building
a ceiling from glass – has been attempted 
by so few!

GLASS IGLOOS & 
NORTHERN LIGHTS30

5 DAY TAILOR MADE TOUR
1 day Levin Iglut ›› 4 days Harriniva

ITINERARIES ›› GLASS IGLOOS & NORTHERN LIGHTS

Day 1 ›› Levin Iglut Fly to Helsinki, and 
connect with a domestic flight to Kittilä
in Finnish Lapland. From here transfer to 
Levin Iglut, set deep amongst the fells and 
forests. Don’t be deceived by the igloo 
moniker: this is no ice hotel, and nor is it
a faithful representation of the Inuit snow 
house. Instead, imagine a cabin in which 
walls and roof have been replaced by an 
insulated and heated glass dome. Settle 
into your surroundings and enjoy a Lappish 
soup dinner in the tipi-style restaurant 
before heading to bed – the show starts as 
soon as your head hits the pillow. 

Day 2 ›› Harriniva Wake up at leisure 
and enjoy breakfast in your igloo, gazing 
out over the winter landscape that encir-
cles you. A one-hour transfer takes you to 
Hotel Harriniva, a wilderness hotel and 
cosy pine cabins tucked away in the forest 
equipped with saunas, outdoor Jacuzzis 
and spa treatments, as well as a farm of 
400 friendly huskies. 

Day 3 ›› Harriniva Today is free for you
to choose what to do, and thankfully
there is a lot on offer. Perhaps try your 
hand at cross-country skiing, an arduous 
activity that is nonetheless one of the most 
rewarding modes of transport in the Arctic. 
Alternatively, pop into the wilderness for
a cooking lesson, learning how to make 
traditional forest treats, and eating the 
delectable results for lunch. 

Day 4 ›› Harriniva Another free day 
today, and a last chance to head to
the hotel’s husky farm to embark on a 
dogsledding safari. Choosing a team of 
six from 400 yelping mutts is tricky, but 
once you’ve assembled the squad, head 
out through the glorious Arctic landscape 
in search of canine thrills and wildlife 
spotting. 

Day 5 ›› Harriniva Transfer to Kittilä 
airport after breakfast for your return flights 
via Helsinki. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,075 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Superior Glass Igloo HB, 
3 nights Hotel Harriniva HB. Operates 
mid-Nov to end Apr.

020 7590 0702
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KAKSLAUTTANEN GLASS IGLOOS
While Kakslauttanen’s glass igloos 
are a long stretch from traditional 
snow homes; the architects at 
Kakslauttanen have taken the igloo 
idea and run with it. The glass igloo 
exists both in its simple, bubble-
like form, and in the brand new 
Kelo-Glass Igloo rooms which fuse 
the concept with the traditional log 
cabins of the Arctic – a hybrid of 
timber and glass that combines the 
best aurora viewing with homely 
cabin comforts. There are also 
traditional snow igloos to stay in, 
snug retreats (once inside your 
thermal sleeping bag) where the 
indoor temperature is a constant -3 
to -6°C even if the mercury outside 
dips as low as -40°C.

A glass igloo is one of the most practical, 
modern and stylish ways to view the 
Northern Lights, allowing you the 
opportunity to lie back on your luxurious 
bed and watch spectacular events 
unfold from within a cosy bubble. This 
experience, fabulous skiing and more can 
be found in sparkling Saariselkä.

SAARISELKÄ NORTHERN 
LIGHTS BREAK31

5 DAY TAILOR MADE TOUR
1 day Hotel Kakslauttanen glass igloo 
 ›› 4 days Saariselkä

ITINERARIES ›› SAARISELKÄ NORTHERN LIGHTS BREAK

Day 1 ›› Hotel Kakslauttanen Fly to
Ivalo in Finland’s far north, via Helsinki. 
Today starts with a bang, as you are 
immediately transferred to your glass igloo 
at Kakslauttanen Arctic Resort, a winter 
wonderland comprising an igloo village, 
log cabins, an ice bar and the largest 
smoke sauna in the world. After a fine 
Lappish meal, retreat to your igloo to view 
the stunning aurora through the electrically 
heated glass. 

Day 2 ›› Saariselkä After waking up in 
your bubble, take a leisurely breakfast 
and transfer to the nearby Gielas Hotel 
in central Saariselkä, a step away from 
Finland’s northernmost skiing resort
on the Saariselkä Fells bordering the 
beautiful highlands of Urho Kekkonen 
National Park. Spend the afternoon 
exploring the rugged upland scenery on  
a snowmobile, keeping an eye out for 
some Arctic wildlife as you go. In the 
evening, tuck in to more lavish Lappish 
cuisine before retiring to your cosy  
wood-panelled room. 

Day 3 ›› Saariselkä Today’s husky safari 
will live long in the memory. After a 
cacophonous canine welcome, you’ll be 
taken through the basics of sled-steering 
by your guide before hitting the road on a 
dog-powered Arctic adventure. 

Day 4 ›› Saariselkä You have today free 
to enjoy more of the activities available in 
Saariselkä. The ski resort offers some of 
Finland’s best cross-country trails and some 
downhill slopes too. Or you can step out 
onto a frozen lake for some ice fishing or 
take a reindeer safari. 

Day 5 ›› Saariselkä Transfer to Ivalo 
airport after breakfast for your return flight 
via Helsinki. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,280 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 1 night Kakslauttanen small 
glass igloo HB, 3 nights Gielas Hotel 
BB, husky safari and snow mobile safari.             
Operates 1 Dec to 12 Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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SAARISELKÄ EXCURSIONS

There are so many fun things to do in the snow that it’s impossible to fit  
absolutely everything in over an Arctic break of four or five days. Two  

unmissable excursions in Saariselkä are an epic snowmobile chase through the  
trees after the Northern Lights, and a thrilling husky safari.

AURORA BOREALIS SAFARI
BY SNOWMOBILE
“Second star to the right and straight on ’til 
morning?” Not quite, but you’ll be guided 
and moved by the heavens as you hurtle 
around firs and over fells through an Arctic 
neverland, chasing the stunning aurora 
borealis. Stop at an igloo in the forest for 
a warm snack, and another prime viewing 
spot, before remounting your snowmobile 
and zooming back into Saariselkä.

›› PRICES FROM: £130 pp, incl.  
warm clothes and hot drinks.  
Duration 4 hrs. Operates Mon, Thurs, Sat  
1 Dec to 15 Apr.

HUSKY SAFARI
Pair up for this husky safari, as one person 
takes the reins and the other rides shotgun, 
poised with a camera ready to document 
the unfolding excitement, switching 
position halfway through the ride. From 
the minute you first hear the fervent howls 
of dogs desperate to depart, the trip is a 
non-stop exercise in exhilaration.

›› PRICES FROM: £140 pp incl. warm 
clothes and hot drinks. Duration 3 hrs 
Operates Mon, Wed, Sat 1 Dec to  
15 Apr.

EXCURSIONS ›› SAARISELKÄ
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ICELAND

Iceland is extraordinary – there are no two ways about it. Where else can you find 
volcanic eruptions, disintegrating glaciers, geysers shooting 30 metres into the air, 
humpback whales congregating with dolphins and orcas in sheltered bays lined by 

black-sand beaches, and still return to a colourful and cultured capital city to sample fine 
cuisine and dive head first into a boisterous bar scene at the end of each day?

In keeping with its extraordinary nature, 
Iceland is actually getting bigger, too. This 
incredible ‘Land of Fire and Ice’
sits atop a divergent plate boundary,
so Iceland is steadily growing year on 
year, despite the great Atlantic swells that 
wear down the island’s elegantly frayed 
coastlines. Its interior is a veritable play-
ground for outdoor enthusiasts, amateur 
geologists and photographers whilst its 
varied coast attracts wildlife enthusiasts 
and cold-water surfers. In the winter, the 
Northern Lights wreak havoc

81 020 7590 0702

across the night sky, as vibrant green
lines are spray-painted across it. During 
summer, the locals go en masse to build 
campfires around the country’s lakes, and 
music festivals add an extra atmospher-
ic edge to proceedings. Most visitors, 
however, just come to soak in the amazing 
ambience, and try to take in the extreme 
vastness of Iceland’s volatile landscape, 
which rolls through deep gorges and over 
snow-capped mountain peaks, tumbles 
down waterfalls and collapses into the 
heavy swells of the Atlantic Ocean.



ITINERARIES ›› ION HOTEL & REYKJAVIK
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5-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY

Reykjavik is a pretty coastal city with a 
cultured heart. Woolly jumper-wearing 
hipsters skip around record shops while 
sharp suits sip cocktails in stylish bars and 
restaurants. This short break combines 
a stay in the city with two nights at ION 
Hotel, a contemporary design hotel in the 
Thingvellir National Park.  

Day 1 ›› Thingvellir National Park Fly 
from London to Iceland’s Keflavik airport, 
collect your hire car and drive to the ION 
Hotel in the Thingvellir National Park, 
perhaps stopping along the way for a dip 
in the Blue Lagoon.  

Day 2 ›› Thingvellir National Park Spend 
today exploring the geological sights of 
Iceland’s Golden Circle including the 
geysers of Strokkur, Kerio Crater and the 
ever-impressive Gullfoss Warterfall. Even in 
winter, your hire car gives you freedom to 
roam and discover this spectacular region 
at your own pace. Meanwhile, the hotel 
offers the chance for further adventure with 
a programme of activities that includes 
SuperJeep journeys, helicopter flights, 
glacier hikes and ice caving. 

Days 3-4 ›› Reykjavik After a leisurely 
morning, or perhaps another excursion, 

drive to Iceland’s capital, Reykjavik. Spend 
two days exploring the city, visiting the 
extraordinary Hallgrímskirkja church and 
the Reykjavik Art Museum, and enjoying 
the atmosphere of the city’s boisterous bars 
and excellent restaurants; the Grillmarket 
is one of our favourites, but it’s popular, so 
you’ll need to book in advance. 

Day 5 ›› Reykjavik Check out of  
the Hotel Borg and transfer to the airport 
to catch your flight home. 

2 days Thingvellir National Park 
›› 3 days Reykjavik

ION HOTEL 
& REYKJAVIK32

›› PRICES FROM: £855 pp incl. flights, 
4 days car hire, 2 nights Ion Hotel BB, 2 
nights Hotel Borg BB & airport transfer on 
day 5. Operates daily year-round.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

ION HOTEL
This designer hotel, less than an 
hour’s drive from the bustle of 
Reykjavik, effortlessly treads the fine 
line between luxury and adventure. 
With its Thingvellir National Park 
location there’s activities aplenty 
from challenging glacier treks to 
days spent ice fishing in one of 
the nearby rivers. At the restaurant, 
guests are treated to journey through 
Iceland’s gastronomic landscape 
with fresh, seasonal ingredients 
heading up a menu that changes 
with the seasons. Elsewhere, the 
ION Spa promises the ultimate in 
relaxation with a menu of treatments 
and massages coupled with a sauna 
and a heated 10 metre pool for 
soaks under the Northern Lights.   
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HOTELS ›› REYKJAVIK

020 7590 0702

Situated on one of Reykjavik’s oldest streets 
in one of the city’s liveliest districts, the 
charming Reykjavik Centrum is perfectly 
placed for fun. Choose from deluxe 
rooms, suites or a sleek studio apartment, 
featuring a fully-equipped kitchenette and 
living room. Fjalakötturinn,an inventive 
restaurant right next door, is popular with 
local foodies and has an à la carte menu 
brimming with regionally inspired dishes, 
with an emphasis on fresh seafood and 
traditional delicacies with a modern twist.

HOTEL REYKJAVIK CENTRUM

STANDARD

The best hotel in town, Hotel Borg is a 
Reykjavik landmark in its own right. With 
an arresting Art Deco style throughout, the 
hotel’s rooms are spacious and feature 
leather furnishings and large, marble en 
suite bathrooms. The staff are renowned 
for their friendly attentiveness and the 
concierge service is first class – they’re on 
hand to arrange any number of activities, 
from cinema and theatre tickets to guided 
fishing or horseback-riding tours.

HOTEL BORG

SUPERIOR

This smart 4-star stop on Laugavegur, 
Reykjavik’s main shopping street, offers 
comfortable and modern rooms in a 
relaxed and friendly environment. The 
hotel features a fitness centre with sauna 
and a full range of exercise equipment, a 
buzzing bar serving local draft beers and 
champagne cocktails, a chocolate shop, 
a 24-hour grab-n-go snack station and in-
room massages. The rooftop terrace offers 
excellent sea and mountain views.

ALDA

SUPERIOR
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EXCURSIONS ›› REYKJAVIK

REYKJAVIK & BEYOND

The landscapes of Iceland are truly otherworldly – a stunning showcase of geological 
and climatic clout. Exploring them is easier than you might expect and Reykjavik is the 
perfect jumping-off point – climb aboard a SuperJeep, set sail on whale-busy bays or 

lie back in the Blue Lagoon and let lava-field thermals warm your bones.

HUNT FOR THE NORTHERN LIGHTS BY SUPERJEEP
Travel by SuperJeep to an isolated part of Iceland’s wild interior 
and hunt for the Northern Lights, far from the distractions of 
artificial light. Guides will lead you to the best spot from which to 
view the aurora, dependent on the weather.

›› PRICES FROM: £115 pp. Duration: 3–5 hrs.  
Operates daily 15 Sep to 15 Apr.

GOLDEN CIRCLE BY SUPERJEEP
Explore the extraordinary landscapes of Iceland’s famous Golden 
Circle by SuperJeep on this full-day tour, taking in Thingvellir 
National Park, Strokkur Geyser and the impressive Gullfoss 
Waterfall. A snowmobile tour of Langjökull Glacier (additional 
cost) is a great optional extra, weather permitting.

›› PRICES FROM: £200 pp. Duration 8–9 hrs. Tues, Thurs & Sat.

THE BLUE LAGOON
When photographer Juergen Teller travelled to Iceland to 
photograph Bjork, they visited the Blue Lagoon, where he took one 
of his best-loved portraits. Central to a laidback culture, no trip to 
Iceland is complete without a visit to this modern spa powered by 
the country’s lively geothermals.

›› PRICES FROM: £50 pp. incl. standard entry and transfers.

WHALE WATCHING
Observe the North Atlantic’s diverse whale populations as they 
circle Iceland’s barren coastline on this fascinating short cruise. 
Wrap up warm and sail out into Faxafloi Bay to spot dolphins, 
orcas, minke and humpback whales. Guides are on hand to offer 
information about Iceland’s rich waters and diverse habitats.

›› PRICES FROM: £60 pp. Duration: 3 hrs. Operates year-round.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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ITINERARIES ›› BEST OF SOUTH ICELAND

HOTEL KATLA, VIK
Situated 5 kilometres east of Vik, this 
countryside hotel enjoys one
of the most spectacular locations
in Iceland, surrounded by snow- 
capped mountain ranges, great 
glaciers, sea cliffs and the famous 
black-sand beaches of the country’s 
southern coast. The hotel features 
comfortably furnished rooms, an 
outdoor hot tub and free access
to the nearby golf course. Hotel 
staff are happy to arrange any of 
a range of spectacular activities, 
from boat and snowmobile tours to 
glacier hikes and nature hunts for 
birds and whales.

Go further afield on this 8-day self-drive 
tour, exploring the varied delights of the 
Icelandic capital and Thingvellir National 
Park before heading east and spending a 
few days among the iconic landscapes of 
southern Iceland.

33

8-DAY TAILOR-MADE JOURNEY
2 days Reykjavik ›› 2 days Hella
›› 2 days Vik ›› 2 days Blue Lagoon

Day 1 ›› Reykjavik Fly to Iceland’s Keflavik 
Airport and transfer to Reykjavik where 
you’ll check into Hotel Centrum. Spend the 
rest of the day absorbing the laidback yet 
lively atmosphere of the Icelandic capital.

Day 2 ›› Reykjavik Spend the day 
wandering the streets and shores of the 
city, browsing bookshops, sipping happy-
hour drinks and admiring the vibrant arts 
scene. Or take a SuperJeep tour of the

Golden Circle, which comprises some 
of Iceland’s most impressive natural 
monuments. 

Day 3-4 ›› Hella Collect your rental car 
and set off on a two-hour drive to Hella, 
a small town on Iceland’s southern coast. 
Check into Hotel Ranga, a stunning 
lodge hotel with an aurora observatory, 
outdoor hot tubs and gourmet restaurant. 
Explore south Iceland’s scenic highlights – 
glaciers, volcanoes, black-sand beaches, 
magnificent waterfalls and hot springs are 
all a short drive away. 

Days 5-6 ›› Vik Depart Hotel Ranga and 
drive through some majestic countryside to 
Vik, Iceland’s southernmost village. There 

you’ll check into Hotel Katla (see below). 
Spend your time exploring the local 
area, taking a walk through the village, 
getting to know the locals and strolling 
along the town’s black beach. We also 
recommend a boat tour of the icebergs in 
the Jökulsárlón Lagoon, or a walk on the 
Sólheimajökull Glacier. 

Day 7 ›› Blue Lagoon Depart Vik for the 
Blue Lagoon, a three-hour drive back to 
the west coast. You’ll spend the night at 
the Blue Lagoon Clinic Hotel and get to 
spend your final day relaxing at Iceland’s 
most famous spa. 

Day 8 ›› Reykjavik Drive to Keflavik 
Airport, drop off your hire car and catch 
your flight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,150 pp incl. flights, 2 nights Reykjavik, 2 nights Hotel Ranga, 2 nights 
Vik and 1 night Blue Lagoon, BB, 6 days car hire, arrival transfer. Operates daily year round.

020 7590 0702

BEST OF SOUTH 
ICELAND
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ITINERARIES ›› ICELAND’S NORTHERN LIGHTS & WINTER WONDERS

CENTERHOTEL PLAZA, REYKJAVIK
This modern hotel is located right in 
the centre of Reykjavik’s downtown 
area, a short walk from the Reykjavik 
Art Museum, National Theatre and 
Culture House, as well as many of 
the city’s finest bars and restaurants. 
Earthy tones and contemporary oak 
furnishings contrast nicely with black 
leather sofas and whitewashed 
walls, making this one of the city’s 
most stylish hotels. Each room has 
free WiFi and an en suite bathroom, 
and the Plaza’s bar is the perfect 
venue for a 6 o’clock cocktail or  
late nightcap.

Iceland’s attractions cover every angle; 
there are chic bars and award-winning 
restaurants in sleek contrast to the rugged 
active volcanoes and iceberg-packed 
glacial lagoons. This five-day escorted 
tour of the island nation’s southern
coast takes in the whole range of these 
spectacular highlights, easily accessible 
from Reykjavik.

34

5-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
1 day Reykjavik ›› 1 day Golden Circle  
›› 1 day Jökulsárlón ›› 2 days Reykjavik

Day 1 ›› Reykjavik Arrive in Reykjavik and 
transfer to the Centerhotel Plaza, located 
in the centre of Iceland’s colourful capital. 
Consider dining out at one of Reykjavik’s 
celebrated restaurants; locals rave about 
Grillmarkaðurinn and Fiskmarkaðurinn.

Day 2 ›› Golden Circle Head for the 
Golden Circle, home to some of Iceland’s 
most impressive geological sites, including 
Thingvellir National Park, the famous hot 
springs at Geysir and the spectacular 
Gullfoss waterfall. Then visit a local stable 
and meet a herd of Icelandic horses, 
before driving on to Hotel Katla. As the 
sun goes down, look out for the Northern 
Lights; the hotel is situated in relative 
isolation, making it a great place to see 
the famous aurora. 

Day 3 ›› Glacier Lagoon Drive along 
Iceland’s southern coast to the Jökulsárlón 
Glacier Lagoon, a glacial lake filled 

with piercing-blue icebergs, calved from 
the Breiðamerkurjökull glacier. On your 
way back to Vik you’ll drive through the 
spectacular Vatnajokull National Park, 
home to one of Europe’s largest glaciers. 

Day 4 ›› Reykjavik Your journey back
to Reykjavik stops at the Skogafoss and 
Seljalandsfoss waterfalls, as well as
the Mýrdalsjökull Glacier, situated close 
the Eyjafjallajökull Ice Cap, site of the 
infamous 2010 eruption. You’ll also stop 
in at the Blue Lagoon, before returning to 
your hotel. 

Day 5 ›› Reykjavik Transfer to Keflavik 
Airport for your flight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £765 pp incl. flights, transfers, 3-day escorted tour, 2 nights 
Centerhotel Plaza BB, 2 nights Hotel Katla BB, Northern Lights Hunt at Hotel Katla, 
entrance to Eyjafjallajökull Visitor Centre, Blue Lagoon & visit to Icelandic farm and 

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

ICELAND’S NORTHERN 
LIGHTS & WINTER WONDERS
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ICELANDAIR HOTEL
REYKJAVIK NATURA

This popular hotel is situated near 
Öskjuhlíð Hill and Nauthólsvík 
Beach, just a 20-minute walk from 
Reykjavik city centre. Choose from 
standard and family rooms or Poet 
Rooms – there are ten in all, each 
named after one of Iceland’s best- 
loved poets, with access to a private 
lounge on the hotel’s fourth floor. 
Other upgrades include Art Rooms, 
Flora Deluxe Rooms and a choice 
of three suites. The hotel’s restaurant, 
Satt, serves light Icelandic snacks 
and wood-fired pizzas and the bar 
holds regular happy hours.

Located on the boundary of two divergent 
plates, the island of Iceland is constantly 
being added to as lava forms mineral- 
rich soils which support an exceptional 
biodiversity. The island’s wildlife is
best spotted at Lake Myvatn where an 
extraordinary number of birds congregate 
in the warmer months. The nearby hot 
springs are worth visiting year-round,
as is buzzy Reykjavik.

ICELAND’S NORTHERN 
LIGHTS & LAKE MYVATN35

5-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
2 days Reykjavik ›› 2 days Lake Myvatn  
›› 1 day Akureyri

ITINERARIES ›› ICELAND’S NORTHERN LIGHTS & LAKE MYVATN

Day 1 ›› Reykjavik Fly from the UK to 
Keflavik Airport, just outside Reykjavik. 
Spend the rest of the day exploring the 
world’s northernmost capital.

Day 2-3 ›› Lake Myvatn After breakfast, 
transfer to Reykjavik’s domestic airport, 
located in the city’s downtown area,
and fly to Akureyri, from where you’ll
be transferred to Lake Myvatn. Enjoy a 
sightseeing tour of the area and dinner 
at Sel Hotel Myvatn. The next day head 
out to explore the shores and surrounding 
wetlands of Lake Myvatn, a large and 
shallow eutrophic lake which supports an

exceptionally rich ecosystem, thanks to
the area’s mineral-rich soil and sparkling 
volcanicity. Each evening offers the 
chance to observe the floating forms of the 
Northern Lights. 

Day 4 ›› Akureyri Visit the town of 
Akureyri, the trade and cultural centre of 
northern Iceland and a lively fishing port, 
before catching a flight back to Reykjavik 
and Hotel Reykjavik Natura. 

Day 5 ›› Reykjavik Head to the Blue 
Lagoon for a relaxing end to your holiday 
before your return flight. 

›› PRICES FROM: £995 pp incl. inter-
national flights, transfers, 2 nights Hotel 
Reykjavik Natura BB, 2 nights Sel Hotel 
Myvatn BB, 2 dinners, return flights to 
Akureyri. 1 Oct to 31 Mar.

020 7590 0702

SEL HOTEL MYVATN
This small hotel is ideally located, close to the 
wonderful shores of Lake Myvatn and its diverse 
surroundings. Each one of the hotel’s 35 rooms has 
an en suite bathroom, radio, TV and internet access 
and all are neatly finished with solid mahogany 
furnishings. The hotel’s friendly team are at hand to 
offer advice on activities and places to visit.
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SVALBARD

A remote outpost flung far out into the Arctic Ocean, the Svalbard archipelago 
represents the ultimate polar destination, its sparse townships the only permanent  
human habitations amidst the frosty sea. First tentatively settled by early whalers, 

miners and fishermen, the islands have never been fully tamed and mankind remains 
outnumbered here by polar bears, making Svalbard the best place to view these 

evocative and endangered animals as they prowl across frozen fjords and sweeping 
glaciers under epic pastel skies.

The Svalbard archipelago is synonymous 
with its largest island, Spitsbergen, which 
has captured imaginations since the 
Dutch first spotted pointed, craggy peaks 
piercing the sheet ice and the clouds. 
Here, the town of Longyearbyen serves 
as a comfortable base. A selection of 
cosy hotels join the colourfully-painted 
cabins spread along the sheltered shores 
of Adventfjorden, and the surrounding 
mountains provide protection from the 
worst of the wind. Somewhat surprisingly 
in an otherwise sleepy atmosphere, the 
town’s pubs and cafes add real vibrancy, 
and delicious and exotic Arctic delicacies 
abound on restaurant menus. Ride  
out of town on a snowmobile or dogsled 
and even more excitement awaits in  
the wilderness.

89

WHY WE RECOMMEND

• Reaching 81°N, the islands 
are among the northernmost 
landmasses on Earth

• Up to 3,000 polar bears have 
been recorded living on and 
around Svalbard, over 10 
percent of the global population

• Most clients reach the 
archipelago on cruise ships,  
or by air from Oslo

• Svalbard is home to three nature 
reserves, six national parks, 15 
bird sanctuaries and a geotopical 
protected area, comprising 65 
percent of the region.

020 7590 0702
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NORTH POLE BASECAMP
Follow in the footsteps of the great 
Arctic explorers – Amundsen, 
Nobile and Lindstøm – at this mobile 
camp in remote Spitsbergen. After 
journeying across the icy wilderness 
by snowmobile it’s a welcome retreat 
where heated tents – the same as 
those used at North Pole camp 
‘Borneo’ – and a delicious dinner 
await. Once you’ve hung up your 
snowsuit and settled in, grab a 
steaming cup of coffee and join your 
fellow guests to share stories of your 
adventures in the frozen north.     

The only way to truly soak in the pristine 
wilderness of the vast Arctic landscape is 
to head straight out into it. This
might sound a little chilly, but there is 
plenty of cosiness to be found in the 
selection of eccentric and conventionally 
luxurious hotels tucked away amongst the 
epic landscapes.

ACROSS THE 
POLAR LAND36

6-DAY TAILOR-MADE ITINERARY
1 day Oslo ›› 1 day Longyearbyen
›› 1 day Isfjord Radio ›› 1 day North Pole 
Basecamp ›› 2 days Longyearbyen 

ITINERARIES ›› ACROSS THE POLAR LAND

Day 1 ›› Oslo Your journey begins
way south of the Arctic Circle, in one of 
Europe’s most charming capitals, Oslo. 
Check in to the Saga Hotel Oslo, a 
boutique 4-star property housed in a 19th- 
century building near the Royal Palace.

Day 2 ›› Longyearbyen From Oslo, take 
a 3-hour flight north to Longyearbyen, 
Svalbard’s largest township. From here, 
transfer to the atmospheric Basecamp 
Trapper’s Hotel, where furs and whaling 
memorabilia adorn the walls, and spend 
the remainder of the day exploring the 
town.

Day 3 ›› Isfjord Radio After breakfast 
you’ll meet your guide for an induction 
session on snowmobiles, the main form of 
transport in the Arctic. After the briefing, 
mount your vehicle and strike out onto
the ice, heading west across the sublime 
landscape to Basecamp Isfjord Radio, 
stopping at various points of interest along 
the way. 

Day 4 ›› North Pole Basecamp Venture 
deeper into the wilds of Spitsbergen, 
stopping at the remote Russian mining 
town of Barentsburg en route to North 
Pole Base Camp. This mobile camp, with 
its heated tents and soft beds, provides a 
splash of comfort in an otherwise austere 
environment. 

Day 5 ›› Longyearbyen Head out into 
the spectacular Svalbard landscape once 
more for an exhilarating snowmobile 
expedition back to Longyearbyen and the 
Basecamp Trapper’s Hotel. Tonight, we 
recommend a final dinner at the cosy Kroa 
restaurant. 

Day 6 ›› Longyearbyen Transfer to the 
airport for your fight home. 

›› PRICES FROM: £2,975 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights BB, 2 nights FB, equip-
ment and touring as per itinerary. Selected 
dates late Feb to end Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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HOTELS ›› LONGYEARBYEN

020 7590 0702

Basecamp Trapper’s Hotel is an 
atmospheric homage to the Arctic days of 
yore, with its walls showcasing trophies 
from the centuries of trapping and 
whaling activity on Svalbard. The hotel, 
located in the heart of Longyearbyen, 
bursts with character and provides a 
cosy and intimate base, offering 16 
rooms with private bathrooms and WiFi, 
all with extraordinary views across the 
Longyeardalen Valley.

BASECAMP TRAPPER’S HOTEL

SUPERIOR

As a former accommodation for coal 
miners, the Spitsbergen Hotel offers
one of the more historic experiences
in Longyearbyen, although it has been 
comprehensively refurbished since those 
days. Situated on a hill overlooking the 
town and the Lars Glacier, the hotel enjoys 
fabulous views. There’s also a spa room, 
which houses a traditional sauna, while 
the Funktionærmessen restaurant serves up 
classic French-style dining.

SPITSBERGEN HOTEL

STANDARD

One of the finest hotels in town, the 
Radisson Blu Polar offers a collection of 
traditional hotel rooms and stylish new 
suites. Luxury modern amenities, which 
include outdoor hot tubs, line up alongside 
more timeless comforts such as an open 
fire in the lobby and a traditional sauna 
room. Restaurant Nansen serves up a 
range of delicious Arctic game.

RADISSON BLU POLAR HOTEL

SUPERIOR
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WILDERNESS NIGHT  
CAMP BARENTZ
Head out into the Advent valley for a 
unique evening in the wilderness where 
you’ll be indulged with hearty food and 
drink and some good old-fashioned 
storytelling. Relax in front of a crackling 
fire as your hosts serve a hot dish of local 
reindeer, brew some revitalising coffee 
and entertain you with tales of the island 
and its polar bears.

›› PRICES FROM: £105 pp, incl. bus 
transfer, all food and drink. 
Duration: 3 hrs. Operates 16 Feb to mid-
Aug, Sundays only.
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DOGSLEDDING
Revisit the world of Jack London and
the mode of transport that has been the 
Arctic’s favourite for centuries with this 
wonderful dogsledding adventure, which 
will put a seasoned team of huskies
at your command as you mush across 
Bolterdalen. As the eager dogs tug at the 
reins, take a chance to gaze around the 
frosty landscape, where you may glimpse 
reindeer, grouse, arctic foxes and during 
winter, the aurora.

›› PRICES FROM: £135 pp incl. guide 
and hot drinks. Duration: 4 hrs. Operates 
11 Feb to 25 May.

SVALBARD EXCURSIONS

A list of the enchanting experiences available in Svalbard would stretch across the 
tundra and over the horizon, with each excursion changing as the year goes by and the 
daylight fades to the darkness of a polar winter. It would be impossible to see everything 

the archipelago has to offer on one trip alone, but a combination of the excursions 
below will go a long way to ensuring you experience the best of Svalbard.

EXCURSIONS ›› SVALBARD
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SVALBARD EXCURSIONS

Most Svalbard trips will involve either the growl of the snowmobile or the howl of
the husky as you venture out across the island, as well as some quiet time to thaw out 

in front of cosy log fires in the relative peace of Longyearbyen. In between fireside and 
wilderness however, there are plenty of other local distractions and adventures to try out, 

so there’s never a dull moment.

CHAMPAGNE TASTING
The world’s northernmost wine collection, 
found in the historic Nordpolet liquor store, 
is particularly proud of its champagne 
selection and clients are invited to step 
in, sit back and pour a glass of fizz; after 
all, from the aurora to the wildlife to the 
scenery, there’s plenty to celebrate.

›› PRICES FROM: £50 pp incl. three 
glasses of champagne & canapés. 
Duration: 1 hr. Operates year-round.

ICE CAVE TOUR
In contrast to the wide expanses of sea, 
snow and sky, the ice caves of Longyear 
Glacier provide a more contained setting, 
which magically glitters in glorious cobalt 
and diamond crystals. All equipment, 
including headlamps, is provided, though 
some of the most fabulous formations may 
require you to stoop and crawl a little 
before you can see them – well worth
the effort.

›› PRICES FROM: £85 pp, incl. 
equipment, transfers and guides. Duration: 
3 hrs. Operates 01 Feb to 17 May.

EXCURSIONS ›› SVALBARD
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GREENLAND

As you fly across Greenland, you look down to 
see an uninterrupted blanket of thick white cloud 
stretching out to the horizon in every direction. 

Except of course, it’s not cloud at all, but the vast, 
snow-covered landscapes of the world’s largest 

non-continental island. They unfurl as you watch, 
into the pencil-line ridges of mountain ranges 
and then the glittering forms of sugarcube-like 

icebergs floating in great empty bays. Welcome to 
Greenland – another world entirely. 

On the face of it Greenland is an inhospitable 
place, largely covered by a vast ice sheet, with 
winter temperatures plummeting way below  
freezing. And yet people have lived here for 
the past five millennia, and despite having the 
lowest population density in the world, settlements 
survive and thrive all around the island’s extensive 
coastline. No roads lead between these small 
towns and villages, so you’ll have to catch a 
flight or a helicopter ride from one to the next, 
adding to the sensation of absolute isolation. This 
vast wintry wilderness provides the perfect park 
for a range of high-octane adventures, including 
snowmobiling and dogsledding as well as slower 
sightseeing excursions – sailing calmly among 
icebergs, or catching fish through a hole in the ice. 
The air is crisp and clean, the snow untouched, 
the landscape utterly wild.  

020 7590 0702
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HOTEL ARCTIC
Located on a small hill to the
north of the town centre, Hotel 
Arctic is a welcoming, cosy hotel 
offering a range of comfortable 
rooms, suites and igloo pods – all 
with harbour views. The hotel’s 
restaurant – named by one reviewer 
as ‘the world’s wildest kitchen’ – is 
regarded as one of Greenland’s 
best, and a relaxed bar and café 
complement the hotel’s inviting 
atmosphere. A regular shuttle bus 
runs to the tourist office in the centre 
of town, from where many of the 
excursions start.

Ilulissat is a small settlement north of Nuuk 
on Greenland’s western coast. Located 
close to the Ilulissat icefjord, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, it’s a perfect base 
from which to explore the area’s stunning 
surrounds. As Greenland’s third largest 
town, it is home to just 4,500 people – 
and a similar number of sled dogs.

THE REMOTE SETTLEMENT 
OF ILULISSAT IS A PERFECT 

SPOT FOR NORTHERN 
LIGHTS VIEWING.

WINTER  
ILULISSAT37

7-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
1 day Copenhagen ›› 5 days Ilulissat  
›› 1 day Copenhagen

ITINERARIES ›› WINTER ILULISSAT

Day 1 ›› Copenhagen Fly to Copenha-
gen and spend the evening exploring the 
Danish capital.

Day 2 ›› Ilulissat Take a connecting flight 
to Ilulissat and, on arrival, transfer to Hotel 
Arctic, your base for the next four nights. 
Spend the rest of the day settling into the 
hotel and familiarising yourself with your 
new surroundings. The centre of the small 
town is only a short distance away – 
there’s a regular shuttle bus, or it’s a short 
walk along a quiet road – and there are
a number of interesting places to visit, 
including the fishing port, local church and 
a small art gallery. In the evening, you’ll 
enjoy a welcome dinner at the hotel. Be 
sure to keep an eye on the sky – the town 
is regularly treated to a Northern Lights 
display. 

Day 3-5 ›› Ilulissat Spend the following 
days enjoying a number of fascinating 
excursions. Choose from a five-hour 
dogsledding tour, a cruise among the 
harbour’s ethereal icebergs, which are

calved from a nearby glacier, take a 
guided walk to a former settlement on the 
icefjord, or a cruise to the small Oqaatsut 
settlement, established by Dutch whalers in 
the 18th century, where you’ll enjoy lunch 
in the village restaurant. 

Day 6-7 ›› Copenhagen After breakfast 
catch your flight back to Copenhagen in 
time for shopping, sightseeing and dinner. 
The next morning, head to the airport for 
your return flight. 

›› PRICES FROM: £1,785 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 2 nights Hilton Copenhagen 
Airport BB, 4 nights Hotel Arctic BB, wel-
come dinner. Operates Jan to Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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7-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR

This exceptional tailor-made tour to 
Iceland and Greenland offers the rare 
opportunity to see some of the world’s 
most impressive natural sites in a single 
seven-day sitting. Enjoy a range of 
exciting excursions which will take
you up close and personal with lively 
tectonics, impressive falls and giant, 
ghostly icebergs.

Day 1 ›› Reykjavik Arrive in Iceland’s 
coastal capital and transfer to your hotel. 
On your first evening, we recommend you 
travel far from the city lights and deep into 
the spectacular surrounds by SuperJeep 
and go in search of the Northern Lights.

Day 2 ›› Reykjavik surrounds After 
breakfast head out to some of Iceland’s 
impressive natural phenomena. Visit 
Thingvellir National Park, the site of Iceland’s 
first parliament, see the great geysers and 
steaming vents of Haukadalur and make a 
call at Gullfoss, Iceland’s largest waterfall. 
Sample a selection of local delicacies at 
Restaurant Reykjavik. 

Day 3-5 ›› Ilulissat Transfer to Reykjavik 
Domestic Airport and board an Air Iceland 
flight to Ilulissat, a small settlement on 
Greenland’s west coast. Transfer to Hotel 
Arctic, a cosy hotel with exceptional views 
of the town and the creeping icebergs

of the frozen bay. Your base for the next 
three nights, the hotel offers comfortable 
rooms, suites and separate igloo rooms, 
and has a celebrated gourmet restaurant, 
café and bar. It operates regular shuttle 
bus transfers to the centre of town, where 
you can join one of a range of exciting 
excursions, from dog sledding and iceberg 
cruising to wintry hikes and guided tours
of neighbouring settlements; nearby 
Ilimanaq is home to just 80 people and
a visit to the village offers a fascinating 
glimpse of life in Arctic isolation. Breakfast 
only on Day 4. 

Day 6 ›› Reykjavik Return to Reykjavik and 
spend the evening exploring this cultural 
capital. 

Day 7 ›› Reykjavik Spend the morning at 
leisure before heading to the airport for 
your flight home. 

2 days Reykjavik ›› 3 days Ilulissat  
›› 2 days Reykjavik

VOLCANOES & ICE – 
ICELAND, GREENLAND38

›› PRICES FROM: £2,640 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 3 nights Reykjavik BB + 1 dinner, 
Golden Circle tour, 3 nights Hotel Arctic 
BB + welcome & farewell dinner, Ilulissat 
city walk. Operates Feb to Apr.

020 7590 0702
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EXCURSIONS ›› GREENLAND

GREENLAND EXCURSIONS

Many of the images we see of Greenland are apocalyptic visions of its vast ice shelf collapsing 
into the ocean. You can witness the dramatic sights and sounds yourself on a sailing trip through 
the armada of icebergs the island’s glaciers sporadically shed as they reach the coast. Elsewhere, 

see the view from the land with a dogsledding safari, take a cruise to learn about ancient Inuit 
traditions, or hike around the site of the island’s earliest European settlements.

DOG SLEDDING
Speed across the region’s frozen fjordland, ascend snow-covered 
hillsides and cross frozen lakes led by a team of huskies on this 
fantastic guided dogsled excursion to memorable local landmarks 
and viewing areas.

›› PRICES FROM: £220 pp incl. hot drinks and warm clothes. 
Duration: 5 hrs. Operates Jan to Apr.

SAILING AMONG THE ICEBERGS
Board a small boat at Ilulissat’s tiny harbour and set out into stunning 
Disko Bay to get a closer look at the huge towers of millennia-old 
icebergs that have calved from the famous Ilulissat Icefjord. This 
excursion comes highly recommended by our specialists.

›› PRICES FROM: £75 pp incl. hot drinks.  
Duration: 2.5 hrs. Operates year-round.

OQAATSUT SETTLEMENT CRUISE
Cruise along the coast to Oqaatsut, a tiny settlement of 50 
residents on a peninsula in Disko Bay. Established by Dutch 
whalers in the 1700s, Oqaatsut has its own school, church, 
grocers and restaurant.

›› PRICES FROM: £105 pp incl. lunch and hot drinks.     
Duration: 5 hrs. Operates year-round.

THE OLD SETTLEMENT AT THE ICEFJORD
Sermermiut lies just over a kilometre south of Ilulissat, and a short 
walking tour takes you right to the edge of the UNESCO-listed 
Ilulissat Icefjord. Your guide will introduce you to the region’s flora, 
fauna, geology and fascinating human history.

›› PRICES FROM: £35 pp incl. guide and hot drinks.      
Duration: 2 hrs. Operates year-round.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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NORTHERN LIGHTS  
BY RAIL

There are many ways to see the Northern 
Lights, but one of the most spectacular and 

unusual must be to cross into the Arctic Circle 
by rail. Husky sleds and snowmobiles might be 
more exhilarating, but there’s a lot to be said 
for the smoother charms of taking this train, 

where delicious dining is provided as the vast 
distances are equally quickly gobbled up. The 

views are glorious all the way. 

The remote Arctic regions of Scandinavia are, 
understandably, somewhat underdeveloped in terms 
of infrastructure. Small cruise ships can dock in 
fishing ports, and outlying northern towns are home 
to tiny airports that connect with capital cities further 
south, but this railway line opens up entirely new 
places and experiences.

In Norway, the epic journey from Bodø to Trondheim 
tightly hugs the steep valley sides of the striated 
landscape, tunnel entrances and sharp corners 
opening out into new views across glittering fjords 
and lochs to a backdrop of majestic mountain 
scenery; sights that cruisers and flyers will miss out 
on. 

Further to the east, rail unlocks the lesser-known 
Arctic regions of Russia, and also opens up the 
possibility of bookending your trip with two of the 
world’s great cities, St. Petersburg and Moscow. 
These bustling metropolises, brimming both with 
history and contemporary vitality, contrast sharply 
with the remote wilderness encountered elsewhere, 
adding an altogether different dimension to the 

020 7590 0702
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8-DAY TAILOR-MADE ITINERARY

This epic journey encapsulates almost
all northern Norway has to offer, 
combining the 1,000-year history of 
Trondheim, a train journey through 
dramatic countryside, a stay on one of 
Europe’s most beautiful archipelagos and 
a cruise along a ruggedly idyllic coastline, 
not to mention a superb selection of 
wintry activities along the way.

Day 1 ›› Trondheim Fly direct to 
Trondheim and check in to the Scandic 
Nidelven Hotel. Spend the rest of the day 
exploring this historic city.

Day 2 ›› Bodø Today, take the ‘Polar 
Express’, otherwise known as the 
Nordland Railway, which spends ten hours 
winding through Norway’s wild mountains 
offering stunning views of the fjords, forests 
and frozen lochs along the way to Bodø 
inside the Arctic Circle. 

Day 3-4 ›› Lofoten Islands Catch a quick 
flight to Svolvær, the largest settlement
on the Lofoten Islands, an otherworldly
archipelago whose sharp peaks rise 

almost vertically from the sea. Here 
there are myriad chances to have fun in 
the snow, so spend the next few days 
enjoying sea-kayaking, snow safaris and 
much more. 

Day 5 ›› Norwegian Sea After another 
action-packed (or leisurely) day in Lofoten, 
board a Hurtigruten cruise ship and set 
sail overnight for Trondheim.

Day 6 ›› Norwegian Sea Enjoy watching 
the cliffs, inlets and mountains of the 
Norwegian coast float past as your cruise 
ship steams south, over the Arctic Circle 
and past the rippled peaks of the Syv 
Søstre. 

Day 7 ›› Trondheim Arrive in Trondheim 
and check back into the Scandic Nidelven 
Hotel. Spend the day enjoying the city 
and the surrounding scenery. 

Day 8 ›› Trondheim Enjoy breakfast at 
your hotel, famous for serving the best in 
Norway, before your flight home. 

1 day Trondheim ›› 1 day Bodø
›› 2 days Lofoten Islands ›› 2 days 
Hurtigruten cruise ›› 2 days Trondheim

ITINERARIES ›› TRØNDELAG, THE POLAR EXPRESS & THE ARCTIC

TRØNDELAG, THE POLAR 
EXPRESS & THE ARCTIC39

›› PRICES FROM: £1,080 pp incl. flights, 
2 nights BB Trondheim, Polar Express Train, 
1 night BB Bodo, Bodo to Svolvaer flight, 2 
nights Hurtigruten inside cabin HB, 2 nights 
Svolvaer BB. Operates 1 Dec to mid-Apr.

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK



Trøndelag combines history, culture and 
natural beauty in equal measure, all a 
convenient 2.5-hour direct flight from 
Gatwick. Norway’s original capital, 
1,000-year-old Trondheim makes an 
excellent base for exploring the nine 
national parks and rugged coastline of
the region. Take a walk through the Old 
Town of Bakklandet with its wooden houses 
and cosy cafes – including Baklandet 
Skydsstation where owner Gurli serves 111 
different types of Aquavit to accompany 
tasty homemade treats.

Trøndelag has more small-scale food 
producers than any other region of  
Norway, with locally produced foods  
ranging from fresh seafood to smoked  
meats and homemade cheeses, so   
you’re never far from a delicious feast.

During winter, Trøndelag’s natural  
beauty is captured in the special  
early morning light of the Blue Hour  
when sunlight just beyond the horizon  
colours the snow in tender shadesof 
aquamarine. According to tradition, it’s  
the time for silence and reflection, and many 
Norwegian artists have been  
touched and inspired by its calmness, 
mystique and beauty.

Visit the UNESCO heritage site of  
Røros, a charming timber town once at  
the heart of the copper industry, for a  
stay in a romantic fisherman’s cabin, or 
take the Polar Express up through the 
Arctic Circle, taking you past narrow 
fjords, frozen rivers, wild mountain 
scenery and snow-laden forests. As you 
go, Trøndelag’s picturesque landscape 
changes from forests to archipelagos of 
tiny islands.

The spectacular vista will leave you longing 
to return in summer to discover the wildlife 
of the region, kayaking on the fjords, 
trekking through the forests, embarking on 
moose or sea eagle safaris, or to enjoy a 

wilderness sleepover accompanied by the 
sounds of nearby wolves.

Even in winter, you can take a dogsled 
tour on the Røros plateau and enjoy the 
invigorating silence of the surroundings 
and the beautiful light of the Blue Hour.

The heart of Norway is made for 
lingering, whatever the season.

103 020 7590 0702

For more ideas and information, 
visit en.trondelag.com, or call one 
of our Best Served Scandinavia 
specialists on 020 7590 0702.

TRØNDELAG: 
RHAPSODIES IN BLUE



104

12 DAY LUXURY RAIL JOURNEY This once-in-a-lifetime rail journey allows 
you to sample three iconic attractions: 
Moscow, a fascinating world city and 
Europe’s largest; St Petersburg, a treasure 
trove so great that its entire historic core 
has been designated a World Heritage 
Site; and the wild Northern Lights, a 
hypnotic display of natural pyrotechnics.

›› PRICES FROM: £8,355 pp includes 
flights, transfers, Silver Class train 
accommodation, all hotel accommodation, 
all meals, a generous drinks allowance, 
seasonal festivities, sightseeing tours and 
excursions. Operates 29 Dec - 9 Jan and 
11-22 Feb, 2017. nb There are limited 
spaces, so tours fill fast.

Day 1 ›› St. Petersburg Touch down in 
St. Petersburg, a city of fairytale domed 
cathedrals, opulent palaces and dreamy 
canals, before settling in for a two-night 
stay at the lavish Grand Hotel Europe. 

Day 2 ›› St. Petersburg Take a tour of the 
St. Petersburg, starting at the fabulously 
rococo Catherine Palace before continuing 

on to the world-renowned State Hermitage 
Museum. Then, sample some of the culture 
the city is famous for, with an optional 
evening trip to the ballet, opera or theatre. 

2 days St. Petersburg ›› 2 days The 
Golden Eagle ›› 2 days Kirkenes 
›› 4 days The Golden Eagle ›› 2 days 
Moscow

ITINERARIES ›› THE GOLDEN EAGLE ARCTIC EXPLORER

THE GOLDEN EAGLE 
ARCTIC EXPLORER40

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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ITINERARIES ›› THE GOLDEN EAGLE ARCTIC EXPLORER

Day 3 ›› The Golden Eagle Spend  
the morning discovering more of  
St. Petersburg’s many historic and beautiful 
sights. After lunch, it’s time to board the 
luxurious Golden Eagle and head for 
the Arctic. Your first evening on board 
is celebrated with a caviar dinner and 
complementary champagne. 

Day 4 ›› The Golden Eagle Indulge in the 
sumptuous delights on offer aboard the train, 
and on view through the windows, as you 
head north over the Arctic Circle. 

Day 5 ›› Kirkenes Cross the Norwegian 
border to Kirkenes and check in to the 
Thon Hotel. Then, head to the magical 
ice-hewn Snow Hotel for a drink before 

taking an evening trip with an astronomer 
in search of the Northern Lights. 

Day 6 ›› Kirkenes Ride a snowmobile 
across frozen fjords, where you’ll cut a 
hole and fish for king crab, to be eaten 
for lunch at a nearby lodge. Return to 
Kirkenes, and spend the afternoon at the 
Snow Hotel or visiting huskies. 

Day 7 ›› The Golden Eagle Get back 
on track and return to Russia as the 
Golden Eagle coasts through the wintry 
countryside. 

Day 8 ›› The Golden Eagle The train 
arrives in Murmansk, the largest city in 
the Arctic Circle and home to Russia’s 

020 7590 0702

fleet of nuclear-powered icebreakers, 
which you’ll be able to see on a visit to 
a museum ship. 

Day 9 ›› The Golden Eagle Travel south 
to Petrozavodsk, on the shores of Lake 
Onega, and take a tour of the city. 

Day 10 ›› The Golden Eagle Next stop 
is Vladimir, an ancient city and World 
Heritage Site. Then, visit nearby Suzdal, 
another historic city. 

Days 11-12 ›› Moscow Arrive in Russia’s 
magnificent capital and transfer to the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel. An afternoon tour takes in 
St. Basil’s Cathedral and the Kremlin. Fly 
home on day 12. 



BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

45
.4

21
4°

 N
, 7

5.
69

19
° 

W



107

CANADA

As the world’s second largest country, it’s no 
wonder that Canada is one of the best places to 
step into the great outdoors. From the towering 

redwoods of the Pacific coast to the cultural 
keepsakes that line the St Lawrence River in the 
east, the immensity of the Canadian Rockies to 
the barren tundra of the Arctic north, this is a 

wilderness playground of truly epic proportions. 
Fortunately we have a host of tours to take you 

right to the heart of this incredible, colossal country.  

Much of the population of Canada – 35 million 
people in an area roughly 40 times larger than 
the UK – live along the 4,000-mile border with the  
United States. From the cosmopolitan corners of 
Toronto on Lake Ontario, to the French-speaking 
quarters of Québec and the rural Inuit communities 
of the far north, the population is incredibly diverse, 
which in turn is reflected in Canada’s amazing 
cuisine. You won’t have to go far for spectacular 
French or Asian cooking – or for Tim Horton’s 
ubiquitous bite-size Timbits doughnut snacks. The 
open landscape is peppered with mighty gorges, 
lakes and rivers, glaciers, mountains and unrelent-
ing taiga. Some amazing wildlife stalk these striking 
lands, including elk, bison, beaver, wolf, grizzly 
and polar bears, many of which can be seen on 
our tailor-made tours.      

020 7590 0702
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6-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR Can’t make your mind up between a 
city break and a rural retreat? Never 
mind, this 6-day break includes both, 
beginning in Montréal, the cultural capital 
of Francophone Canada and a UNESCO 
City of Design, followed by three full days 
deep in the Québécois wilderness.

›› PRICES FROM: £1,905 pp incl. flights, 
transfers, 2 nights Le Saint Sulpice, 3 
nights Hotel Sacacomie HB. Operates 4 
Jan to 24 Mar.

Day 1 ›› Montréal Touch down in 
Montréal and transfer straight to your 
hotel. This exciting and historic town 
was first established in the early17th 
century as a fur trading post, and has 
since grown to a population of almost 
two million people. Spend the rest of the 
day orientating yourself, perhaps visiting 
some of the churches that give Montréal 
the nickname ‘city of a hundred steeples’. 

In the evening, there’s a lively bar and 
restaurant scene to explore with everything 
from hipster bars to cosy British-style pubs. 
The city’s theatre district – a regular host of 
leading Broadway productions – is well 
worth a visit too.

Day 2 ›› Montréal Today you have 
another full day to explore Montréal
and its many cultural delights, weather 
permitting – or not. Unlike Britain, Canada 
is more than capable of handling a 
bit of snow, and Montréal’s municipal 
planners have provided a superb shelter 
for windswept pedestrians in the form 
of the Underground City, or RÉSO. This 
sprawling network of malls, museums 
and metro stations forms the largest 

2 days Montréal ›› 3 days Hôtel 
Sacacomie ›› 1 day Montréal  

ITINERARIES ›› WINTER ADVENTURE AT SACACOMIE LODGE

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK

WINTER ADVENTURE 
AT SACACOMIE LODGE41
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ITINERARIES ›› WINTER ADVENTURE AT SACACOMIE LODGE

subterranean complex in the world and 
provides all the shelter, and entertainment, 
you’ll need if conditions above ground 
take a turn for the worse.

Day 3-5 ›› Hôtel Sacacomie In the 
morning, transfer a hundred miles into 
the wilderness to Hôtel Sacacomie, a 
lovely lakeside log lodge surrounded by 
forest-clad hills and, in winter, a thick 
blanket of snow. In the daytime you’ll have 
ample opportunity to get out and enjoy the 
setting, with tobogganing, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, dogsledding and 
more available, while the hotel’s spa 
provides a warming and relaxing retreat 
should you need it. At night, things get 
increasingly cosy as you settle down for a 

hearty meal in front of a blazing fire at the 
hotel’s restaurant. The food at Sacacomie 
combines classic French favourites with 
game, fish and berries sourced from the 
local area. 

020 7590 0702

HÔTEL SACACOMIE
If asked to imagine a dream Canadian retreat, 
most of us would come up with something like Hôtel 
Sacacomie. The lodge buildings are constructed in 
pine, climbing the hillside with expansive decked 
terraces that peer over a sea of dense fir spires to 
the pristine white of a frozen lake. The bordering 
Mastigouche Wildlife Reserve is home to evocative 
mammals including the moose and black bear, which 
often stray into the forests beside the lakeshore.

Day 6 ›› Montréal Enjoy your final 
sumptuous Canadian breakfast (with 
plenty of maple syrup) and transfer back to 
Montréal, to pick up your private transfer 
to the airport. 
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In the far north of Manitoba, on the edge 
of Hudson Bay, sits the small town of 
Churchill, the so-called Polar Bear Capital 
of the World. These not-so-cuddlesome 
carnivores converge on Churchill in the 
autumn as they migrate north for the po- 
lar winter, gathering by the shore as they 
wait for the sea to freeze over.
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1 day Winnipeg ›› 4 days Churchill 
›› 1 day Winnepeg

ITINERARIES ›› POLAR BEARS OF CHURCHILL

Day 1 ›› Winnipeg Arrive in the 
Manitoban capital and transfer to your 
hotel near the airport, where you’ll meet 
your fellow travel companions.

Day 2 ›› Churchill Fly north to Churchill 
and check into your hotel before embark-
ing on a guided tour of the town, which 
includes a visit to the infamous

Polar Bear ‘jail’. This halfway house 
detains bears that stray too close to human 
habitations, before airlifting them to safety 
far out into the surrounding tundra. The tour 
also takes in the Eskimo Museum, where 
you’ll learn about the indigenous peoples 
of the Arctic.

Day 3-4 ›› Churchill Get aquainted with 
a Tundra Buggy – a bespoke all-terrain 
vehicle built high off the ground to allow 
safe viewing of polar bears – and over the 
next two days enjoy a series of ice and 
snow safaris. You’ll see polar bears and 
an array of smaller Arctic animals posing 
under the big skies of the Manitoban 
coast; look out for caribou, Arctic fox and 
eagles. Each evening the buggy will head

out of town once again, offering you the 
chance to view the Northern Lights.

Day 4-5 ›› Churchill and Winnipeg
Ditch the buggy and hop on a far older 
mode of transport – a dogsled. Mush your 
way into the wild once more with a local 
dogsledding expert for a truly authentic 
experience on the ice. Evening flight to 
Winnipeg and dinner at the hotel.

Day 6 ›› Winnipeg After Breakfast, head 
to the airport for your flight home.

›› PRICES FROM: £4,845 pp, incl. flights, 2 nights Winnipeg BB, 3 nights Churchill FB 
and tours as per itinerary. Operates selected dates Sep to Nov.

POLAR BEARS  
OF CHURCHILL

6-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
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ITINERARIES ›› YUKON & NORTHERN LIGHTS FROM VANCOUVER

DOGSLEDDING
The indigenous peoples of the Arctic 
first bred huskies over a thousand 
years ago and dogsledding remains 
one of the most reliable ways to get 
around. Enjoy a thrilling wilderness 
excursion from Whitehorse, with 
transfers to and from the sledding 
site and ample time to relish the 
excitement of the experience and the 
scenic serenity of the snowscape.

›› PRICES FROM: £225 pp.

Answer the call of the wild as you 
venture into the Yukon, a region still 
redolent of the frosty frontier described 
by Jack London. Starting in cosmopolitan 
Vancouver, this itinerary takes you north, 
through the wintry landscapes of British 
Columbia and the Yukon and on to the 
land of the Northern Lights.

43

7-DAY TAILOR-MADE TOUR
2 days Vancouver ›› 1 day Whitehorse ›› 2 days Northern Lights 
Resort & Spa ›› 2 days Whitehorse

Day 1-2 ›› Vancouver Touch down
on Canada’s Pacific coast, where
you’ll spend two days and nights exploring 
all corners of this vibrant city. The historic 
and charming Gastown quarter and wild 
escapist Vancouver Island are just two 
quite contrasting and fascinating places 
to visit.

Day 3 ›› Whitehorse Fly north to 
Whitehorse, the so-called ‘Wilderness City’ 
on the Yukon River. Mooch around the 
town, enjoy dinner out and then venture 
to a cosy cabin in the wilds for your first 
tantalising hunt for the Northern Lights.

Day 4 ›› Northern Lights Resort & Spa
Take a tour of Whitehorse’s log 
skyscrapers and frontier heritage in the 
morning before transferring to the Northern 
Lights Resort & Spa, a cool collection of 
cabins surrounded by mountains. This is a 
prime aurora viewing spot, but before dark 
be sure to make the most of the resort’s 
wellness spa, and enjoy a glorious feast 
between lookouts.

Day 5 ›› Northern Lights Resort & Spa 
Spend the day on an excursion, donning 
snowshoes for a wintry hike or taking the 
reins of a dogsled – the ultimate Yukon 
experience. Head back to the spa before 
dinner and then prepare for another 
evening of skygazing, best enjoyed from 
the resort’s outdoor hot tubs.

Day 6 ›› Whitehorse You’ll have time
in the morning to further explore this 
wintry playground before returning to 
Whitehorse. A remote trading post is your 
venue for aurora-gazing in the evening.

Day 7 ›› Whitehorse Transfer to Vancouver 
for your return flight.

›› PRICES FROM: £2,295 pp, incl. flights, transfers, 6 nights accommodation meals per 
itinerary, 4 nights aurora viewing & winter clothing package. Operates 1 Dec to 11 Dec 
and 25 Dec to 24 Mar.

020 7590 0702

YUKON & NORTHERN 
LIGHTS FROM VANCOUVER
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BEST SERVED SCANDINAVIA
Best Served Scandinavia is an 
independent, tailor-made tour operator 
specialising in holidays to Scandinavia, 
Canada and the Nordic and Baltic 
regions. We are proud to be part of 
Wexas, a family-owned, leading luxury 
and experiential travel company, with 
more than 45 years experience.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
All prices, fares, hotels and tours described 
in this brochure are correct at the time 
of going to press (12/07/2016) and 
are subject to change and availability. 
All prices are per person based on two 
people travelling together sharing twin/ 
double accommodation (unless otherwise 
stated).

Many of the flights and flight-inclusive 
holidays in this brochure are financially 
protected by the ATOL scheme. But ATOL 
protection does not apply to all holiday 
and travel services listed. Please ask us

to confirm what protection may apply to 
your booking. If you do not receive an 
ATOL Certificate then the booking will not 
be ATOL protected. If you do receive an 
ATOL Certificate but all the parts of your 
holiday are not listed on it, those parts 
will not be ATOL protected. For more 
information about financial protection and 
the ATOL Certificate go to: 
atol.org.uk/atolcertificate. The Wexas/
Best Served Scandinavia ATOL number
is 2873.

Full Best Served Scandinavia booking 
conditions can be found at 
best-served.co.uk/terms-and-conditions.

INSURANCE
We strongly advise that you take out 
adequate travel insurance, including cover 
for all activities in your itinerary, at the time 
of booking. Our specialists can arrange 
travel insurance for you, with single trip, 
multi-trip and annual policies available. 
Call us for more details.

FIND US ONLINE
Our Best Served Scandinavia
website, best-served.co.uk, is packed 
with information and advice on travelling 
to Scandinavia, the Baltics and Canada. 
You’ll find an extensive range of
itinerary and hotel options, our latest 
special offers, insightful articles and a 
downloadable version of this brochure. 
You can request a quote directly through 
the site and also sign up to our regular 
e-newsletter.

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
It’s hard to overstate the value of talking
to an expert when it comes to planning 
your holiday. We ensure our specialists 
regularly travel to the regions to find out 
what’s new and re-evaluate the old, so
you can be assured of an up-to-date 
opinion.They have an honest, informed 
approach to planning holidays, offering 
suggestions based on first-hand knowledge 
and an average of more than ten years 
experience in travel.



YOUR TAILOR MADE SPECIALISTS

All of our specialists have travelled extensively in Scandinavia and/or Canada and the Nordic 
and Baltic regions. Their recommendations are always up-to-date, and their honest, informed 

approach to planning holidays, together with insightful suggestions based on  
first-hand knowledge of the area will ensure your Scandinavian stay is a special one.

  I absolutely love the Kirkenes Snowhotel, 
it’s such an amazing place. The Gamme 
Cabins are so warm and snug on a cold 
Arctic night and the activities are incredible 
too, especially the king crab safari. 

MADDIE ELEINI

  The scenery in Iceland is truly spectacular 
and there’s no better way to explore it than 
on a SuperJeep tour. The highlight has to 
be snowmobiling on the Langjokull Glacier, 
a real adventure.

FRANCESCA BROWN

  Lyngen Lodge is a real Arctic gem. 
Authentic to the core, it combines 
personalised service, a cosy and familiar 
ambiance and excellent off-the-beaten 
track excursions.

MADDALENA CARDONE

 For the ultimate wow factor, it’s hard to 
beat a stay at Sweden’s ICEHOTEL. And 
it’s so easy to combine with a night or two 
at the equally impressive Treehotel for the 
ultimate Lapland getaway.

LIBERTY BARRONS

  Waking up to winter views of the fjord 
from my room at Malangen Resort was an
incredible experience. The food was 
delicious too, all made with the freshest 
local ingredients.  

PIPPA MCCARTHY

  For me, a stay at Muotkan Maja in 
Finnish Lapland is among Scandinavia’s 
most enchanting experiences, blending 
unique accommodation options with an 
array of exciting winter activities.

LUCY GREY

  Scandinavia really comes into its own 
high above the Arctic Circle, where 
stunning accommodation meets thrilling 
husky safaris and the chance to tuck in to 
hearty regional food.

LISA AYLING

  Sweden’s Treehotel was unlike 
anywhere I’d stayed before. Amazing 
rooms, fabulous food and a stunning 
Lapland forest setting make for a truly 
unique experience.

AMY STAFFORD
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  The Golden Crown Glass Igloos at 
Levi are an absolute must. Perched on 
a hill overlooking the snow-covered 
town, there’s no better setting for views 
of the Northern Lights.

MIRANDA BERLIAND

020 7590 0702



Our 2017 summer Scandinavia showcase is fi lled with 
inspiration for the warmer months. 
Call 020 7590 0714 to pre-order your copy.

While Scandinavia is often associated with the fun-fi lled days of 
winter, this extraordinary region – along with Iceland, Greenland, the 

Baltics and Canada – is just as enthralling in summer. And, as the 
warm days of spring wave goodbye to the cold and the Northern 
Lights are replaced by the glow of the Midnight Sun, attention turns 
from thrill-seeking husky safaris and snowmobile adventures to scenic 

summertime rambles and gentle fjordland cruises.

SUMMER 2017 
›› Stunning self-drives
›› Midnight sun
›› Whale watching
›› Nature tours

›› Fjord holidays
›› Historic castle stays
›› Coastal cruises
›› City breaks

BEST-SERVED.CO.UK
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